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fTRODUCTIO; 

I''"!"^ H E feelings, whic.'i dictate this publica- 
-■- tion, have originaicd from the contents 
of a Narrative, figned by Sir Henry Clhitoii, 
late Commander in Chief in America. In 
which Narrative, events are attributed to my 
conduit during the campaign of 1781, which, 
I truft, it will appear, were by no means the 

I unavoidable coiifeqiiences of any part of it. 
Thematerials, hitherto produced, cannot be 
deemed complete, either in form or fubftance. 
There were many deficiencies m the papers 
laid before the Houfc of Ij)rds ; in particular, 
four letters, dated July tlie 24th, Auguft the 
i6th, 20th, and zsd, from me to Sir Heury 
Clinton, were wanting ; one of which con- 
tained my reafons at larg^e foe uad^cUtva^K.tvt: 
1^ b ^coxOoi 
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march Into Vi/giiiia : This omlflion, as. the 
Secretary of State informed the Houfe, waS 
owuig to tlieir not having been tranfmittcd by 
the (^ommander in Chief. Fouf other letter^ 
(three of them dated the 2d, a7th, and ^otl 
of^.Auguft, and one the i4tjh, 15th, and iSth 
of Oi5tober) from Sir Henry Clinton to me, 
were read to the Lords, according to the order 
of then" dates ; although they were only deli- 
vered to me, by the Secretary to the Comman- 
der in Chief, in the latter end of November- 
at Nqw-York, above ^ month after my furren^ 
der; and confequently, their contents cou^ 
not influence my condmfl in any manner. 

:I own I am perfy^^ly aware of the Impro- 
priety of publifhing official letters for private 
jrealons ; but, fmce the meafures vvitli refpe^ 
to America have now undergone a total change, 
I hope, I (hall in fome degree fland cxcufe4 
for producing the whole correfpondcnce, in mjf 
pofleflion, relative to the principal tranfaillon? 
of that campaign ; as it is the moil candid aiitt 
compiete mode, in my power, of fubmitting 
them to the public confidcration. 

The perufal of this Correfpondcnce will, f 
think, render not only the mlhtary, but everr 
other reader a competent judge of the proprie- 
ty 
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ty of my condui5l, either when I afted under 
pofitive orders, preffing contingencies, or dif» 
crctiohary powers. 

U is foreign to the prefent purpofe, and 1 
fliall therefore not endeavour to enumerate the 
many difficulties, which I had to ftrugglc 
xv-ith, in niy Command of the Southern dif- 
trifl, previous to the march into North Caro- 
lina, in the beginning of the year 1781. This 
meafurc was- thought expedient not only by 
jne, hut by the Commander in Chief: I was 
princjp.illy induced to decide in favour of 
its expediency from a clear convi»ltion, that the 
men and treafures of Britain would be laviflicd 
in vain upon the American war, without the 
inoft aftive exertions of the troops allotted for 
that fervice ; and, that, while the enemy could 
draw their fupplies from North Carolina and 
Virginia, the defence of the frontier of South 
Carolina, even againft an inferior army, would 
fee from its extent, the nature of the climate, 
and the difpofitlon of the inhabitants, utterly 
impratTbicable. The many untoward circum- 
ftaiices, which occurred during the four months 
fucceeding the complete vliflory of Camden, 
had entirely confirmed me In this opinion. 
Our hopes of fuccefs, in offenfivc operations, 
b z were 
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were not founded only upon the efforts of 
the corps under my immediate command^ 
which did not much exceed three thoulaud 
men; but principally, upon the moll: politive 
affurances, given by apparently credtiilc depu- 
ties and emillaries, (hat, uppa the appearance 
of a Britilh army m. North Carolina, a great 
body of the jiihabit4nt& were ready to join and 
coruperate ivjth it, in endeavouring to reftore 
hisMajerty's Government. 

The dii'after of the 1 7th of January cai 
not be imputed to any. detc£l in my condui 
a& .the detachment was certainly fuperior to 
the tbrce againft. which it was lent, and put 
under the command of an officer of experience 
ind tried abilities- Tbis misfortune, however, 
did not appear irretrievable ; and te have aban- 
doned, withoue abfoiute necelTity, the plan of 
the campaign, would have been ruinous and 
diigracefui : ruinous, by engaging .us in a de< 
fenfive iyftem, the imprafticabihty of which 
I have already ftated ; and ditgraceful, becaufe 
the reafons tor the undertaking ftiil exlfted in 
their full ftrengih, the public faith was 
pledged to our friends in North Carolina, aod 
1 believed oay remaiamg force ta be fu 
that under the cooamand of General 
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Th at this opinion was well founded, the preci- 
piinte retreat of that G^^^neral from North Od- 
rohiw, and our vittory at Guildford, after hiff 
return with Virginia reinforcements, are fuffi* 
cieut proofs. 

The unexpected failure of our friends ren- 
^red tlie victory of Guildford of little value. 
I know that it has iieeii ailerted or iniinuated 
that they w^ere not fufficientJr tried upon this 
pccafion : But can any difpaliionate perfon be- 
lieve, that I did not give every encouragement 
to people of all defcriptions to join and alTift 

wlicii my own reputation, the fafety of 
the army, and the interefts of my country, 
Were ia deeply concerned in that jundliou and 
aiiiftance ? All inducements in my power were 
made ul'e of without material efied ; and every 
man in the army raufi; have been convinced, 
tilat the accounts of our emiflaries had greatly 
exaggerated the number of thofe who profefied 
fricudfhip for us, as they mufl have obferved, 
jhat a very inconliderable part of them could 
he prevailed upon to remain with us, or to ex- 
*rt themfelves in any form whatever. 

This diiappointmenr, and the wants and 
jftrefles of the anny, compelled me to move 
loCrofs-creekj but meeting there with no ma- 

I tetiil 
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tonal part of 'the promifcd affiftance and fup- 
f)ti^s, I was obliged to continue my march tw 
lAr^miogron, where hofpitals atid ftores were 
rcadj for \is, Qf this move I feut information 
by feveral cxpieffes to I^rd Rawdon, but un-* 
fofEuiiately they all failed. My intention then 
ivas? as foon as I (hould have equipped iny own 
cprp3» and received a part of the expefled rein- 
forcemeiU from Ireland* to return to the upper 
Comitry ; in hopes of giving fome protection to 
South Carolina, and of preferving the heall 
of thetroop5j until new meafures could be'coi 
certed with the Cpmmander in Chief. 

The mai'ch of General Greene into Sotfl 
CaroUna, and Lord Rawdon's danger, ma^ 
ny fituation very critical. Having heard of the 
arrival of apactjuet from Europe, without any 
certain accounts of tht failing of the reinforce- 
ment, I thought it too hazardous to remain 
inadive ; and, as it was impoflible to receive 
time any orders or opinions fiom Sir Her 
Clinton to dlreft me, it became my duty to 
from my own judgment and experience ; I there- 
fore upon mature deliberation, decided to march 
into Virginia, as the fafcft and moft effeflual 
means of employing the fraall corps, under my 
command, in contributing towards the 
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ftxti'^S the war. I cit&e to this refoluftoh' 

iipipaliy tor the following reafons, — I could 
t remain at Wilmington, left General Greene 
jould fucceed againft Lord Rawdon, and, by 
iiuruiiig to North Carolina, have it in his 
•.to cut off every means of foving my 
all corps, except that difgraceful one of an 
nbarkation, with the lofs of the cavnlrv, an'd 
' horfe in the army ; From the Ihortnefs 
of Lord Rawdou's ftock of provifions, and the 
great diftance from Wihnington to Camden, it 
appeared impoflible, that any dlreft move of 
mine could affbid him the leaft profpeft of re- 
lief: in the attempt, in Cafe of a misfortune ta 
him, theiatety of my own corps might have been 
endangered ; or if he extricated himfelf, the 
force in South CaroHna, when aflembled, was, 
in my opinion, fufficienttofecurewhat was va- 
luable to us, and capable of defence in that 
province. 1 was likewife influenced by having 
juft received an account from Charles-town of 
the arrival of a frigate with difpatches from the 
Commander in Chief, the fuUhnce of vvhicli, 
then tranfmicted to me, was, that General 
Phillips had been detached to the Chefapcak, 
and put under my orders ; which induced me 
to hope, that folid operations might be adopted 
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fuaded, that, until Virginia was leduced, 
could not hold the more ibuthern provinces" 
and that, after its reduction, tlicy would fall 
without much refirtance, and be retauied with- 
out mucli difficulty. 

With thefe rentiments, I joined General 
Phillips's corps at Peterll>urgh oivthe lotli ot" 
May, a few days after his death ; but from his' 
papers, and dilpatches from the Commandfcr la 
Chief, direfted to him, which I received at 
that place on the 24th of May, I found thei-cr 
were other proje£Vs in contemplation, which- 
ro me were entirely new. The Comraander m 
Chief having dcfired General Phillips to give 
his opinion concerning the fcheme of operations 
in the Upper Chefapeak, and the dcfign upon 
Philadelphia, I thought it my duty, as I was 
rhen in his place, to offer mine : which was, that 
1 could not fee fufficJeiit grounds for approvingof 
either of thefe fchemes; nor indeed could I bring 
myfelfto think anyother plan, but the attempt 
to reduce Virginia, at that time either expedient 
or important. But I informed Sir Henry Chntoii 
that 1 fhould repair to William Iturgh about the 
time when I fliould probably receive his anfwer, 
in order to be in readtnefs to exec\i>te. b\s cq-civ- 
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^anda ; and tliar I fhould employ the interme- 
xliate fpace in deihoying luch of the enemy's 
ftores and magazines, as might be within my 
jreach. 

Whoever reads tlie Correfpondeace will fee, 
t:hat, lince Sir Henry Clinton had declared pi>- 
Stively in Ins firft, and in feveral fublcqueut 
fifpatcties, againft the plfin of reducing Virgi- 
Sia, no explicit Alternative was left to me, be- 
jveen complying with the requilition (con- 
^ifliDed in his letters of the nth and 15th of 
[inie)'of-rucii troops as I could i'parefioraa 
Wealthy defenfive (tation, or engaging in ope- 
rations in the Upper Chelapeak : The choice 
bf an healthy fituation was controlled by other 
material confiderations; for, whilfl he ftated 
in fuch ftrong terms the imminent danger of 
^ew York, or the important effefts, which he 
cxpefted from the expedition againft Philadel- 
phia, I did not think mylelf authoiizcd to de- 
tain any part of the troops he fo carncftly re- 
quired ; mcrcly'upon my opinion of the dif- 
ference of the quality of the air of Williamf- 
burgh, York, or Portfmouth ; from the latter 
of which only, as it was already fortilied, I could 
Iftfford an immediate detachment. And with 
«fpe€t to th« operations in the Upper Chela- 
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peak, it will be remarked, that, although that 
plan had been for ibmc time under the confide- 
ration of the Commander in Chief, he did not 
feem inclined to take more fhare in the refpon- 
iibility than barely to recommend it : and many 
reafons, but particularly my recent failure in a 
fimilar attempt, deterred rae from undertaking 
' it, without an explicit inftruiflion. Accon 
ingly, that 1 might be enabled to comply wii 
thole orders of the nth and 15th of June, 
pafled James-river, (my remaiiung force being 
infufHcient to fortify and maintain a poll oa 
the WiUiamlburgh Neck) and embarked 
troops required with all poffible difpatch. A\ 
it will be feen by the Correfpondence, that the 
Commander in Chiefs opinion of the indifpen- 
fable neceffity of an harbour for line of battle 
ihips only appears in his letter of the nth of 
July, after he had been acquainted, that the 
troops, intended for the expedition againft PI 
]adc)phia, would be foon ready to fail. 

Hampton-road was recommended by thi 
order ; but, as it was, upon examination, founi 
totally unfit for the purpofe dclired, every 
Con can judge, whether the order did not thei 
in its fpirit, become pofitive to occupy Yoi 
and Glouceftcr ; the only harbour in the CI 
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fapeak, that I knew of then, or indeed that I 
^tave heard of fince, in which Ime of battle 
Jhips can be received, and protected again ft 9, 
Superior naval force : and, as the harbour was 
ihe indlfpenfable objed, I thought it unnecef- 
Sary to enter into a defcription of the diladvan- 
ige of the ground, againft a land attack, fince 
there remained no other choice. 

When the arrival of the French fleet, and 
the approach of General Waftiington, were 
vjiown to Sir Henry Clinton, it will appear 
oy the Corrrfpondence, that his promifes of 

Kelief m perfon were uniform ; without giving 
ae the fmalleft particle of difcretionary power, 
Siffereut from holding the polls that I occupied, 
very reader will therefore be competent to 
idge, whether, under thefe circumftances, 
id as I could not but fuppofe that the Com- 
lander in Chief fpofce from a perfed know- 
ledge of his own refources, and of the force of 
the enemy, it would have been jullifiable in me 
ather to abandon, by the evacuation of York, 
confiderable quantity of artillery, the (hips of 
war, tranfports, provifions, flores, and hofpi- 
t»Is, or, by venturing an aclion, without the 
baoft manifeft advantage, to run the rilk of pre- 
apitating the lofs of them. 
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Although the Marquis de la Fayette ad- 
vanced his light troops early in September to 
Williamfburgh, he did not take poft there 
with his army till rwnforced with the French 
troops from the Weft Indies, under the com- 
mand of Brigadier de St. Simon. I could, at 
that time, after leaving, fome flight guards in 
the works, have marched out a little more than 
four thoufand men, partly compofed of troops 
linaccuftomed to adion. The enemy were 
in a ftrong pofition, and confiderably fuperior 
in number, but I fhould have afi|^cked them 
^thout hefitation, if I had thought myfelf at 
liberty, after a viftory, to efcape into the Ca* 
rolinas, with the troops that were able to -march; 
No other obje£l appeared fufficient to juftify 
this meafure ; for our labour would have been 
materially interrupted by an action, and even a 
viftory, .unlefs it had extended to the annihila- 
tion of the Marquis de la Fayette's corps, without 
confiderable lofs on our lidc, (two events not to 
be expefted) would not have enabled us to make 
a fucccfsful defence againft the army then ap* 
proaching, under the command of General 
Walhington : But a defeat would probably 
have been followed with the immediate lofs 
of our poft, which, until the end of Scptem- 
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bcr, "vrts a^in moft defencelefs ftate : and as I 
could never have' proved^ that I fhould not 
have' bt-en Mieved, 1 (hould have been expofed 
to public execration, as a man, who, liaving 
I reaftjn to cxpcft the early t^rrivpl of the Com- 
Biniider in Chiei"" to Aipcrretle liim in his corn- 
riwnd, had; in hopes of perfonr.1 reputation 
iroih a vicloiv, ficrl^iced the effential intereftof 
his con?irry. Far lets could 1 have ventured an 
a£lMn uithoiit the moft evident advantage, af- 
ttr the juti'lMrt vf General Wafhington ; a 
decilion, wl^P 11 thing conld have juftiiied, 
but a certainty thii't I could not he relieved : in 
that caie, 1 fhoijB have fought before I was 
hemmed in by the enemy's works, believing z 
viftdry, over grent dlfparity of numbers in the 
opeit field, to be po^ble ; but a fiiccefsful de- 
tcnce, without relief, in fuch a port, and 
agairift' fiich an attnck, to be impoflible. 

Myrefolution atlaft, ofattemptmg toefcape 
with part of the army, could only have been 
dictated by dei'pnir. The enemy's immettfe 
train of battering artillery had now nearly re- 
duced our frelh earthen works to ruins : The 
attacks were conduced with fo much caution, 
that we had no opportunity of making any 
mfiterial iropreffion upon them : The bstteries 

of 
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of the fecond parallel, which I knew in a few 
hours wcxuld CQmpel us to furrender at difcre- 
tion, wece nearly completed; and I had then 
loft all hopes of reliefs If the fudden gale of 
^vind had not prevented our paflage of the ri- 
ver. Brigadier de Choify, who lay with a fmall 
corps a few miles from Gloucefter, would have 
been attacked at day-break by the greatefl part 
of our force ; after which, being without bag- 
gage, I (hould have gained the upper country 
by rapid marches, mounting my^infantry, by 
collecting horfes on the way, aflK leaving my 
intended route doubtful, until I was oppofite 
to the fords of the great rivers ; I then in- 
tended to have turned off to the northward, 
expecting that the enemy would principally take 
their meafures to prevent my efcape to the 
fouthward. The fuccefs of this attempt would, 
no doubt, have been precarious ; and I cannot 
fay that it would have been practicable to have 
reached New York ; but, in our defperate (itu- 
ation, I thought it well deferved a trial. 

I (hall make no other remark upon the enu- 
meration that is made of the troops under my 
orders, tliau that a great part of them were 
difperfed in garrilbns, totally out of my reach, 
and that fomc regiments had hardly any ex- 
igence. 
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iflence, but in name. I am not in pofleflion 
of the general returns of the fouthern diftrift 
for the year 1 78 1 , but thofe of the corps under 
my immediate command, at different periods, 
are annexed to the Correfpon3ence. 

During that campaign, I reckbned among 
the many other embarraffments which I had to 
encounter, that, on fome important occafioiu, 
it was impoffible to communicate with, or to 
receive inftrudions from the Commander in 
Chief, in time to enable me to aft according to 
his wifhes : But, I truft, it will appear from 
the Correfpondence now laid before the public, 
— that our failure in North Carolina was not 
occafioned by our want of force to proteft the 
rifing of our friends, but by their timidity, 
and unwillingnefs to take an adive and ufe- 
ful part, — that the move to Wilmington 
was rendered neceffary from the diftrefles of 
the troops, and the fufFerings of the numerous 
iick and wounded, — that the marc!i into Vir- 
ginia was undertaken for urgent reafons, which 
could not admit of my waiting for the appro- 
bation of the Commander in Chief, — that I 
did not eftablifti the ftation in Virginia, but 
only reinforce it, — that I occupied the ports 

I of York and Gloucefter by order, and was in- 
duced 
I ^ : J 
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duced to remain iu tliem by the prolpecl of 
relief, uniformly held out to me by the Com- 
mander in Chief, — and, tliat, during the con- 
ftdcrable interval between mv arrival nt Peterf- 
burgh, nnd that of the French fleet iu the 
Chcfapeak, my corps was completely at the 
difpofal of Sir Henry Clinton, either to be 
withdrawn^ or employed in the Upper Che- 
fapeak, or fent back to the Carolinas, — nnd 
confequently, that my conduft and opinions 
were not the caufes of the cataftrophe, which 
terminated the unfortunate campaign of i 78X. 
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trORTH CAROLINA. 



NUMBER I. 

Earl CornwalUs to Sir Henry Clinton^ K. B. daUdCamp 
on TurkeyXreeky Broad River^ Jan. i8, 178 1. 

S I R, 

IN my letter of the 6th of this months I had tbflr 
honour to inform your ^xcellency^ that I was 
ready to begin my march for North Carolina^ having 
been detlJred fome days by a diverfion made by the 
enemy towards Ninety-fix. General Morgan ftill 
reniained on the Pacolet ; his corps, by the beft ac- 
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^^m nifn, CQiirmenial ai:d Virginia ftate troops, and one 

^"^ hundred cavalry under Colonel Waihington, and fix 

or fcven hundred militia : but that body is fo fliiftu- 

ating, that it is iinpofilble to afccrtain its number, 

» within fome hundreds, for three days following. 
L iciitenant-Calonel Tarlcton, with the legion and 
corps annexed to ir, conGfting of about three hun- 
dred cavalry and as many infantry, and the firfl bat- 
talion of the fcventy-firfl: rcgimenr, and one thrce- 
^^L jwundcr. had already pafled the Broad River for the 
^^P. relief of Ninety-fix. I therefore dire6tedLieutenant- 
^^ Colonel Tarlcton to march on the Weft of Broad 
River, to endeavour to ftrike a blow at General Mor- 
^^ gan, and at all events to oblige him to rcpafs the 
^K Broad River ; I likcwife crJcrcd that he fhould take 
^H . with bini the fevcnih rcj^iinenc and unc thrce-pounder, 
^^ which were marching to reinforce the garrifon of 
Ninciy-fix, as long as he fhould (hitik their fcrviccs 
could beufcfiil tobim. The remainder of the armjr 
Diarthcd between the Bro-id River and Catawba. 
As Cjenerul Greene had [|ui[ted Mccklcnburgh'- 
If^nty, and cro/lVd the I'cdcc, I made not the lead 
'"|u|)tlhat Gcncial Morgan woidd ictiie on our ad- 

Hiclhg. , 1'hc progrefs of the army was greatly i 

■ pedcd by heavy rains, which fwcllcd the rivtrs and*' 

\\ creeks; yet Lieuienani-Coldncl Turlcton condutfled ' 

iiis march fo well, and got To nrur to (m ttA^l Mor- < 

gan wbo was retreating before hltn, a; to make ic < 

dangeroua 
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dangerous for him to pafs Broad River, arid came up 
with him at eight o'clock of the morning of the 1 7th 
inftant. Every thing now bore the moil promifing 
afpeft : the enemy were drawn up in an open wood, 
and, having been lately joined by fome militia, were 
more numerous ; but the different quality of the 
corps under Lieutenant-Colonel Tarleton's command, 
and hii great faperiority in cavalry, left him no room 
to doubt of the mod brilliant fuccefs. The attack 
was begun by 'the firft line of infantry,, confiding of 
the feventh regiment, the infantry of the legion and 
corps of light-infantry annexed to it ; a troop of ca- 
valry was placed on each flank ; the firft battalion of 
the feventy-firft", and the remainder of the cavalry, 
formed the refcrve. The enemy's line fobn gave way, 
and their militia quitted the field ; but our troops ha* 
ving been thrown into fome diforder by the purfuir. 
General Morgan's corps faced about and gave them 
an hearty fire : this unexpected event occafibned the 
utmoft confufion in the firft line •, the firft battalion 
of the fcventy-firft and the cavalry were fucceflivcly 
ordered up ; bui neither the exertions, intreatics, or 
example, of Lieutenant • Colonel Tarleton, could 
prevent the panic from becoming general. The two 
three-pounders were taken, and I fear the colours Of 
the feventh regiment ihared the fame fate. In juftice 
to the detachment of the royal artillery, I muft here 
obfervc^ that no terror could induce them to abandon 
their guns, and they were all either killed or wounded 
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in the defence of them. Lien tenant- Colonel Tarle- 
ton with difficulty afTcmbled fifty of his cavalry, _ 
who having had time to rccolleft themfelves, and 
being animated by the bravery of the officer who had 
fo often led them lo viftory, charged and repulfed 
Colonel Wafliingfon's horfe, retook the baggage of 
ihe corps, and cut to pieces the detachment of the 
enemy who had taken poflcffion of it ; and, after 
deftroying what they could not, conveniertily bring 
off, retired with the remainder unnaolefled to Ha- 
rniiton's ford, near the mnuth of Bullock's creek. 
The lofs of our cavalry is inconfiderablci but I fear 
about four hundred of the infantry are either killed, 
wounded, or taken; I will tunfmit the particular 
account of the lofs as foon as it can be afcertained. 

It is impoHible to forcfce all the confequences that 
this unexpefled and extraordinary event may pro- 
duce ; but your Excellency may be aflured, that 
nothing but the mod ablblutc necefljty (hal! induce 
mc lo give up the important objeft of the winiei'j 
campaign. 

I Ihall direfl: Lieutenant-Colonel Balfour to tranf- 
mitacopyof this letter, by the firft opportunity^ to 
fbe Secretary of State. 

I haye the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 
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NUMBER n. 

Sir Hmy Clislon, K. B. to Earl CornwalUs, dated 
NruiTorl; March ^:b, 1781. 

[Received June, 1781.] 

MY LORD. 

I WAS honoured with your Lordfliip's difiutchei 
r dated the i8[h of November, the 3d, 4th, 6th 
7th, 22d, and 29th of December ; and •^d, 6lh, and 
l8ch of January, by the Halifax (loop of war, on 
the i6rh uliimo. And, by the Mercury packet, 
which will fail in a day or two for Europe, I propofc 
to tranfmit copies of fuch of them to the Miniftcr as 
may be neceffary for his Majefty's information. 

What your Lordlbip obferves, in your letter of 
the 4th December, [ am very fenGble of j and am 
fully perfuaded that no reprefeniation I can make 
will have any cffcifl upon men loft to every fcnfe of 
humanity. 

I am forry to fay, my Lord, that I have the fitne 
reafon to lament the want of fafe conveyances for my 
dtfpatches, which your Lord/hip regrets in your let- 
ter of [he 6t.h January, having had fcveral prepared 
for your Lordlliip ever fince the beginning of that 
month. And I am even now obliged to trutt them, 

I by the precarious conveyance of a merchant veffel, 
a$ I have in vain applied for a fhip of war for thefe 
*wo months paft for the purpofe. 
J I rcqucft 
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I requeft your Lord(hip*s forgivcnefs for the 
omiffion I was guilty of, in not anlwering the para- 
graph of your lettelr of the 30th June, relative to 
Lieutenant-governor Graham. As there are now no 
Refugees in Georgia, and of courfe no occafion for 
fuch an office as that to which he was appointed ; 
and as he is now in fgll poflcflion of his property, 
and does not feem to wi(h for a continuance of the 
employment, it is very proper that it fliould ccafe— 
and but reafonable that Mr. Guraham fhould be re- 
imburfed for the fums he has advanced, as well as 
paid his falary of twenty (hillings per day for himfelf 
and clerk, from die 3d of March to the period he 
ceafed to afb. 

It gives me very great pleafure to learn from your 
Lordfhip, that the army under your command is 
now perfeflly healthy, and in good order. 

I ano forry the oat- (hips met with an accident •off 
Charles-town bar. It is a rifle, in my opinion, which 
every fleet runs that anchors there. Surely it would 
have been hotter for them to have (lood off, and on; 
—but of thofe fca nutters I am, of courfe, not a 
competent judge. 

I am ghid to finJ that your Lordfhip intends to 
•lenil the viftuallcrs, and all fuch tranfports^ to En- 
gland, as arc unlit for fcrvicc \ their fpeedy return 
being mofl earned ly dcfircd. I would wifli to have 
all fuch invalids, whole times of I'crvice do not en- 
title chcm to rh;*irc;i| and thoiii^li unfit for fcrvice in 

the 
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the field, may be able to do duty in garrifoo, fent 
here from time to time, that they may be placed in 
the garrifon battalion, which will finally infure to 
them his Majefty's royal bounty. 

As I underftand the Chatham has brought ouC 
fifty thoufand pounds in fpecie to Charles- town, yt)ur ' 
Lordlhip's difficulties with regard to money will 
have been removed. But I cannot fay fo much for 
ours. 

Lord George Germain having informed me, " As 
*' Major Rofs was of opinion that many of the pri- 
** foners in our hands in Carolina might be induced 
" to ferve on board the King's rfiips, or in priva- 
*' teers, or inlift in the regiments ferving in the 

Weft Indies, or go as volunteers upon expeditions 

in that quarter, he had recommended to your 

Lordlhip to get rid of all you could in thofe fe- 
** veral ways, or in any other your Lord (hip fhould 
•* think fit to be adopted ;'* it is unneceflTary for me 
to add any thing upon that fubjcft, but to fay, that 
I leave them entirely to your Lordlhip's dipofal. 

I wifli it had been poffible to have procured the 
horfcs for General Vaughan ; as I fear the troops 
may fufFcr from the drudgeries they were intended to 
perform. 

I know not at prefent how it is poffible, my Lord, 
to avoid the expence of quartering the troops at 
Charles-town, confiftent with the terms of the capi- 
tulation ; 
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tulation ; but I will endeavour to find feme means 
of doing it, jf it be prafticable. 

I am moft exceedingly concerned, my Lord, at 
the uofortunate affair of the 17th January. From 
the account your Lordfhip gives me of it, I fear 
Morgan ^has been in very great force, that our 
firft line has been toq impetuous> and that the 
relcrve has fuftained the other too nearly, and 
probably in too loofe order \ and that the enemy 
has moved againft them in that critical fitua- 
tion. I confefs I dread the confequences ; but my 
iopc is, as it ever will be, in your Lordlhip's abi- 
lities and exertions, 

I ihall always be happy in paying every attention 
to your recommendations in filling up the vacan-^ 
cies in the thirty-third regiment, as I fliall be con- 
ftantly guided by your Lordfliip's wifhes with refpeft 
to the promotions of your own regiment. I have 
already had an opportunity of fulfilling my intentions 
refpefting Colonel Webfter ; but this is too unfafc a 
conveyance to truft the commiHIion by. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

H. CLINTON. 
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NUMBER III. 

I 

E^rl Cornwallis to Sir Hinry Clinich, K. B. dated 
Camp near JVilndngton^ April iq^ lySi* 

SI R, 

1 AM juft informed that I have a chance of 
fendidg a few lines to New York by the Amphi- 
trite, but its it depends upon my being expeditious^ 
I canlidt attempt to give your txceileofy a parti- 
cular account of the winter*8 campaign, or the battle 
of Guildford. I have however the fatisfaftion of in- 
forming you, that our military operations were uni- 
formly fucccfsful; anti the vidory of Guildford, al- 
though one of the bloodied of this war, was very 
complete. The enemy gave thcmftJves out for nine 
or ten, and undoubtedly had {tv^xx^ thoufand men in 
die field, upwards of two thouland of which were 
eighteeh-months men, or Continentals. 

Our force was one thoufand three hundred fixty 
infantry, rank and file, and about two hundred ca- 
viirj\ General Greene retreated the night of the 
aftioti to the Iron-works on Troublefome Creek, 
eighteen miles from Guildford, leaving us four fix- 
pounders, being all the cannon he had in the field. 
The fetigue of the troops, and the great number of 
Wounded, put it out of my power to purfue beyond 
the Reedy Fork, in the afternoon of the ^ftion ; and 
the want of provifions and all kinds of neceflaries 
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for the foldicrs, made it equally impoffiblc to follow 
the blow the next day, I, therefore^ iffued the en- 
clofed proclamation'; and, having remained two 
days on the field of battle, marched to BellVMill 
on DceprRiver, near part of the country where the 
greatcft number of our friends were fuppofed to re- 
fide. Many of the inhabitants ro^e into camp, ihook 
nie by the hand, faid they were glad to fee us, and 
to hear that we had beat Greene, and. then rode 
home again \ for L could not get one hundred men 
in all the regulator's country to day with us, even 
as militia. 

With a third of my army fick and wounded, 
which I was obliged to carry in ^^aggons or on 
horfeback, the remainder without (hoes and worn 
down with fatigue, I thought it was time to look 
for fome place of reft and refitment ; I, therefore, by 
cafy marches, takiilg care to pafs through all the 
fettlcments that ha^j been defcribpd to me as moft 
friendly, proceeded to Crofs-Creek, Op my arrival 
there, I found, to my great mortification, and con- 
trary to all former accounts, that it was imjwffiblc.to 
procure any confidcrable qmntity of provifions, and 
that there was nor four days forage within twenty 
miles. The navigation of Cape Fear, with the hopes 
of which I had been (lattrred, was totally impratti- 
firable, the diftance from Wilmington by water being 
one hundred and fifcy milcH, the breadth of the 
fi^ feldorn exceeding one hundred yardsi the bank* 
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generally high, and the bhabirants on each fide al- 
moft univerfally hoftile. Under thefe circumftances 
I determined to move immediately to Wilmington. 
By this mcafure the Highlanders have not had fo 
much time as the people of the upper country, to 
prove the finccrity of their former profeflions of 
friend(hip. But, though appearances are rather more 
favourable among them, I confcfs they arc not equal 
to my expeftations. 

General Greene marched down as low as the mouth 
of Deep-River, where he remained four days ago j 
he never came within our reach after the aftion, nor 
has a (hot been fmce fired, except at Ramfey's-Mill 
on Deep-River, where Colonel Malmedy, with about 
twenty of a gang of plunderers that are attached to 
him, galloped in among the centriei and carried ofT 
three yagers. 

I cannot fufficiently commend the behaviour of 
both officers and men under ray command. They 
not only fliewcd the moft perfcvcring intrepidity in 
aftion, but underwent with chcarfulnefs fuch fatigues 
and hardfhips as have feldom been experienced by a 
Britifh army, andjuftly merit every mark of favour 
and reward. The great affiftance which I received 
from Generals LeQie and O'Hara, and Lieutenant* 
colonel Tarlcton, deferves my warmeft acknowledg- . 
menti and higheft commendations. ,. 

1 am now employed in difpofing of the fick and 
womded, and in procuring fupplies ot all kinds, 
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to put the troops into a proper ftatc to take the field. 
I am, likqwife, impatiently looking out for the ex- 
pcftcd reinforcement from Europe, part of which 
will be indifpcnfably neceffary to. enable xnc either to 
ad offcnfiyely^ oj: even to maintain myfelf in the 
upper parts of the country, where alpne I canho]>e 
to preferve the troops from the fatal ficknefs which 
fo nearly ruined the army lad autumn. 

I am very anxious to receive your Excellency's 
commands, being as yet totally in the 'lark as to 
the intended operations of the (ummer. I cannot 
help expreiUng my vviihcs that the Chelapeak may 
become the feat of -war, even (if njecei^iry) at the 
expence of abandoning New- York. Until Virginia 
is in a manner fubdued, our hold of the Carolina^ 
rouft be difficult, if not precarious. The rivers of 
Virginia arc advantageous to an invading army, but 
North-Carolina is, of all the provinces in America, 
the mod difficult to attack, (uplefs material afliftance 
€Ould be' got from the inhabitants, the contrary of 
^hich I have fufHcicntly experienced) on account of 
its great extent, of the numberlefs rivers and creeks^ 
s^nd the total want of interbr navigation. 

In compliance with your Excellency's general di- 
rections, I ihall difpatch my Aid-de*camp, Capt^un 
Brodrick, to England, with the particular accounts 
of the battle of Guildford, of the winter's cam- 
paign, ao4. tbe prcfcnc ftttc of the provinccj copies 

of 
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[ of which I (hall have the honour of tranfmhting to 
[ your Excellency with my next difpatch. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 
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W^'^ikry CBitdn, K. B. to Earl Cortmallis, dated 

New-york, Jpril 30, 1781. 

[Received, June, 1781.] 

MY LORD. 
CAPTAIN Biggs, of his Majefty's fliip Amphi- 
trit«, who afrived here the 22d, has delivered to me 
your Lordftiip's two letters from Wilmington, of 
the loth itiftant, informing me of your having ob- 
uined a compleat victory over the rebel General 
Greene, near Guildford, on the 15th ult, on which 
occafion I beg leave, my Lord, to offer your Lord- 
fliip my mofl: hearty congratulations, and to rcqucft 
you will prefcnt-my thanks to Major-General Leflle, 
Brigadier-general O'Hara, and Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarletoo, for the great aillftance you received from 
them, and to 'the ofEccrs and men under youc 
command, for their great exertions on the march 
through Carolina> snd iheit pcrfcvering intrepidity 
b aftion. 

The 
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The difparity of numbers between your Lordfhip's 
force and that of the enemy oppofed to you^ appears. 
to be very great : and, I confefs^ I am at fome lo(s 
to guefs how yoOr Lordihip came to be reduced be- 
fore theadtion to one thoufand three hundred and 
fixty infantry^ as, by the diftribution fent to me in 
your letter of the 6th oif January, I am to fuppofc 
it was your intention to take with you the regiments 
mentioned in the margin, f which (notwithftanding 
the lofs of the feventy-firft and legion, in the unfor- 
tunate affair of Cowpens) I ihould imagine muft 
have amounted to confiderably above three thoufand, 
excluiive of cavalrv and militia. 

Before I was favoured with your Lord(hip*s letter, 
the rebel account of the battle of Guildford had 
led me, indeed, to hope, that its confequences 
would have been more decifive, and that Greene 
would have re^paffed the Roanoke, and left your 
Lordihip at liberty to purfue the objeAs of your 

move 

f Brigade of Guards, 

Twenty-third, 

Thirty-third, 

Seventy- firfty two Battalioai, 

Yajcrt, 

Regiment of Bofe, 

Light Infantry, Scvtnty-iirftf 

and 

Legion, 

North-Carolina Regiment* 
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therefore, that you would foon be able to finifh your 
arrangements foride fccurityof the CaroUnas, I fub- 
micted to you in my letter of the 13th inftant, (a 
duplicate of which I have the honour to enclofc) the 
propriety in that cafe of your going in a frigate to 
Chefapeak, and dire£ting fuch corps to follow you 
thither as you judged could be beft fpared. Bur, as 
it is now probable that your Lordlhip's prefence in 
Carolina cannor be (o foon difpcnfed unth, I make 
no doubt that you will think it right to communi- 
cate to Major-general Phillips, without delay, the 
plan of your future operations in that quarter, to- 
gether vvirh your opinion how the Chefapeak army- 
can beft diieifl their's to alTift them. That Gencral- 
ofEcer has already under his orders three thoufand 
five hundred men, and I ihall fend him one thoufand 
fcven hundred more, which are now embarked, and 
will fait whenever the Admiral is ready. 

With thefe, my Lord, which are rank and file fit 
for duty, and great part of them taken from the 
elite of my army. General Phillips is direi5ted by his 
inftrut-^ions to aft in favour of your Lordfhip, to 
the beft of his own judgment, until he receives your 
orders, and afterwards in fuch manner as you may 
pleafe to command him, &c. But 1 fliall be forry to 
find your Lordfhip continue in the opinion that our 
hold of the Carolinas muft be difficult, if not pre- 
carious, until Virginia is in a manner fubducd, as 

that 
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that is an event which^ I fear, would require a con- 
fiderable fpace of time to accomplidi, and, as far as 
I can judge, it might; be not quite fo expedient at 
this advanced feafon of the year to enter into a long 
<^ration in that climate. — This, however, will 
greatly depend upon circumftances, of which your 
Lord (hip and General Phillips may probably be 
better fudges hereafter. 

With regard to the operations of the fummer, 
which your Lordihip is anxious to receive my di- 
rections about/ you cannot but be fenfible that 
they muft in great meafure depend on your Lordftiip's 
fucceiTes in Carolina, the certainty and humbers of 
the expe£ted reinforcement from Europe, and, likc^ 
wife, on your Lordihip's fending back to mc the 
corps I had fpared to you, under Major-general 
Leflie, which Colonel Rawdon, in his letter of the 

• 

31ft of Odober, told roe you could return in the 

fpring. For ubtil I am informed of the particulars 

of your Lordihip's march through North Carolina, 

the eSedive ftrength of your moving army, your 

plan of operations for carrying thofe obje&s you had • 

or may have in view, into execution, as well by 

the corps aAing under your own immediate orders, 

as thofe afting in co-operation under Major-general 

^Phillips, it mud be obvioudy imiK>(nble for me to 

determine finally upon a plan of operations for the 

campaign. 

I waa^ 
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I W23 inileed in great hopes ihat your fucceUcs ia 
^^orth Carolina would have been fiich as lo have 
put it in my power to avail myfcif of a large portion of 
your Lordfliip's army, the whole Chcfapeak. corps, 
and the entire reinforcement from Europe, for this 
campaign's operations to the northward of Carolina : 
but I obferve with concern, from your Lorddiip's 
letter, that fo far from being in a condition to fpare 
me any part of your prefent force, you are of opinion 
that part of the European reinforcement will be in- 
difpenfibly neceflary to enable you 10 aft ofFenfively, 
or even to maintain yourfclf in the upper parts of 
the country. 

Had ] known what your Lordihip's funher offcn- 
■iive meafures were intended to be for the remaining 
ppart of the feafon, I might now have given an opi- 
nion upon them, as well as upon the proba:blc co- 
operation of the corps in tiic Chcfapeak, without 
, having which it will be fcarce poffible for me to form 
^«ny J. tor as I faid befure, I fear no folid operation 
^ ^an be carried on to the northward of Chcfapeak 
before thofe to the fouthward of it are totally ar an 
end, either from fuccefs, or the feafon ; and my 
ktter 10 your Lordfhipof the 6th of November will 
have informed you what were my iJeas of the opera- 
tions proper to be purfucd in Chcfapeak, and my 
expcftaiions fiom them, had circumftarces admitted 
^f my purfuing the plan to its full extent. But I 
rinufl now defer fixing uUimatciy on a plan for the 
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campaign, until I am made acquainted with the final 
fuccefs of your Lordftiip's operations, your profpefts 
and Sentiments, and I can judge what force I can 
colleft for fuch meafurea as I can then determine 
tspon. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

H. C L I N T O Nj 



Duplicate. Inclofed in Number I V* 

Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl CornwalUSy dated NeuM 

Torfk^ April 13, 1781. 

MY LORD, 

A S it appears, even from the Rebel account of 
the action, that your Lordfhip has gained a viftory 
over Greene ; and it is probable he may in confe- 
quence have repaffed the Roanoke, I beg leave to 
fubmit to your Lordfhip,' the propriety of your 
coming to Chefapeak Bay -in a frigate as foonas you 
have finiflied you arrangements for the fecurity of 
the Carolina^, and you judge that affairs there 
are in fuch a train as no longer to require your 
prefence *, directing at the fame time fuch troops 
to foUow you thither, as your Lordfhip is of opi^ 
nion can be beft fparcd. 

By 
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rBy Lteucenant-Colonel Bruce's arrival I am made 
acquainted that fix Britifti regiments are intended as 
tn immediate reinforcement to the army under my 
command ; (houtd therefore any of thefe corps flop 
ac Carolina your Lordftiip may probably direfl: them 
either to replace fuch troops as follow you, or 10 
proceed immediately to the Chefapeak. 

Agreeable to what I have already faid to your 
Lordftiip in my letters of the ift of June and 6ch of 
November, h is my wifli that you ihould continue 
to conduft operations as they advance northerly : for, 
except as a vifiror, I fhall not probably move to 
Chefapeak, unlcfs Walhington goes thither in great 
force. The fuccefs which has hitherto attended your 
Lordftiip excites the fulleft affurance of its conti- 
nuance ; and as it is my inclination to aflift yout 
operations to the utmoft extent of my power, I am 
convinced, from your difintc relied nefs, that you will 
not aflt from me a larger proportion of troops than 
.1 can poffibly fpare. 

As this goes by an unarmed vefTel to Chefapeak, 
MajorGeneral Phillips will add what he thinks ne- 
ceffary to it^^ and forward it to Cape Fear. 

The Admiral has at la(t confented that the Medea 
fhall fail for Cape Fear, as foon as (he is ready. 
Perhaps your Lordlhip may cake that opportunity of 
returning in her; and, if we can prevail upon ihe 
Admiral, or Commanding Naval officer here, to fpare 
Captain Duncan to coiidudt the naval part of our 
D Z bufinera 
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bufirefs in the Chefapeak, I think wc (hall have 
gained'a great poirrt. 

, I b^ve the honour to be, &c. 

H. CLINTON*, 



^■^ 



NUMBER V. 

* ' . * 

tarl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton^ dated filming ton,' 

Jprfl22, 1781, 

S I R,* 

I HAVE the honour to inclofc to ypu'a dupli- 
cate of my letter of the loth, fentby ^he Amphitrite, 
and copies of all my letters to the Secretary of State j^ 
^ they contain the moft exaft account of every 
tranfaftion of the campaign, of the prefcnt ftate of 
things in this diftrift, of my great apprehenfions 
from the movement of General Greene towards- 
Camden, and my refolutions in confequcnce of it, 
1 have nothing to add to it for your Excellency's fatif- 
faftion. Neither my cavalry or infantry are in readinefr 
tb move ; the former are in want of every thing, the 
latter of every neceflary but fhoes, of which we have 
rtceivcd an ample fupply ; I muft however begin my 
march to-morrow. It- is very difagreeable to me to de^ 
. cide upon hieafures fo very important, and of fuch 
eonfequencc.to tl>e«general conduAof the war, with- 

I • * out 



tdmpaign in North CaroKnd. i^ 

Cut an opportunity of procuring your Excellency's 
direftions or approbation ; but the dcl^y and diffi;- 
tolty of conveying letters, and the impoflibiUty or 
waiting for anTwers, render it indlfpenfibly neceffary. 
My prefent undertaking fits heavy on my-mind ; I 
have experienced the diftreffes and dangers . of mai^- 
uig fomc hundreds of miles, in a country ebieftj^ 
boftile, without one adlive or ufeful friend ; v^'ithout 
intelligence, and without communication with any 
part of the country. The Ctuation in which I leave 
South Carolina adds much to my anxiety ; yet I am 
under the neceffity of adopting this hazardous en- 
terprife haftily, and with the appearance of prccipita- 
tioq, as I find there is no profpeft of fpcedy rein- 

* * * 

forcement from Europe, and that the return of 
General Greene to North Carolina, Either with or 
without fuccefs, would put a junftion with General 
^hillips out of my power. 

I have the honbur to be, &c. ^ 

CORNWALLIS.^ 



Copy 



%% CorrefpcnJence relative to the 

Inclofcd in Number V. 

CopjofBarl Cormvattis's difpatch, No. 6, to Lord George 
Germain J dated Guildford^ March 17, 1781. 

MY LORD, 

YOUR Lordfliip's difpatch No. i, dated the 
9th of November ult. was delivered to me by my 
Aid-de-Camp, Major Rofs. The officen and foldiers 
tirho fought fo gallantly on the i6th of Auguft re- 
cclyed with the warmeft fcnfe of gratitude the royal 
approbation of their behaviour; and it is particularly 
pleafing to me, that my conduit has given fatisfac- 
to his Majefiy and to his Minifters. 

By the long inrerruption of our communication with 
South Carolina 1 have not been informed whether 
Lieutenant-Governor Bull, and the other civil ofB- 
tcrs, have arrived in that province. 

I (ball pay proper attention to your Lordfliip's 
dire&ions upoa that fubjeft, as well as relating to 
the prifoners of war confined at Charles-town. There 
are at prelent fome hopes that a negotiation now on 
foot, between me and General Greene, will termi- 
nate in a cartel for their exchange : if it fails, I fliall 
endeavour to difpofe of them in the manner rccom* 
mended by your Lordfliip, the expencc and incon- 
venience of keeping them being intolerable. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 

Inclofed 



tp'et^s in Notih ■Cireltna, 
Iiiclofed in Number V. 

f Ajy o/EarlCornwallis's difpatch. No. 7, le Lard Geor^i 
Germairiy daled Guildford, March 17, 1781. 

MY LORD, 

HAVING occafion to difpatch my Aid -de Camp, 
Captain Brodrick, with the particulars of the a^ion 
of the I5ih, in compliance with general direftioM 
from Sir Henry CJinccn, I Hull embrace the oppor- 
tunity to give your Loidfhip an account of the ope- 
rations of the troops under my command previous to 
that event, and of thofe fubfequent, until the depar- 
ture of Captain Brodrick. 

My plan foj- the winter's campaign was to pene- 
trate into Njrih Carolina, leaving South Carolina 
in fecuriiy agatnll any probable attack in my ablence. 
Lord Rawdon with 2 confiderable body of troops 
had charge of the defenfive, and I proceeded about 
the middle of January upon the offenfivc operations. 
I decided to march. by the upper in preference to the 
lower roads leading into North Carolina, becaufe fords 
being frequent above the forks of the rivers, my paf- 
fage there could not eafiiy be obftruflcd, and General 
Greene having taken pod on the Pcdee, and there 
being few fords in any of the great Rivers of this 
country below their forks, cfpecially in winrer, I ap- 
prehended being much delayed, if not entirely prc- 
I^fented fron:i penetrating by the latter route. 

1 was 
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I was the more induceJ to prefer this route, as 
I hoped in my way to be able to ilellroy or drive out 
of South Carolina the corps of the enemy com* 
mandcd by Qeneral Morgan, which threatened our 
valuable dillridof Nincty-fix : and I lUicwtfe hoped, 
by rapid marches, to get between General Greene 
and Virginia, and by that means force him to fighc 
without receiving any rtinfoicement from that 
province ; or filling of ihat, to oblige him to qufc 
North Carolina with precipitation; and thereby en- 
courage our friends to make good their promiies of 
3 general rifing to affitt me in rc-eftablilhtng his 
Majefly's government. 

The unfortunate affair of the I7tli of January was 
a very uncx[iefted and (everc blow -, tor, befidcs repu- 
tation, our lofs did not fall Ihort of fix hundred men. 
However, bring thoroughly fcnfible that defenfive 
mcafurcs would be certain ruin to the affairs of Bri- 
tain in the Southern Colonics, this event did not 
<leter me from profecuting the original plan. That 
General Greene might be uncertain of my intended 
route as long as polliblc, I had left General Lcfiie at 
Camden, until I was ready to move from Wynncl- 
borough, and he was now within a day's march of 
mej I employed the i^iih in fornning a iuniftion wiih 
fcim, and in co!le(5ling the remains of Licutcnaht- 
colonet Taiieicn's corps; after which, great cxer- 
•tioos were made by part of the army, without bag- 
gage, to retake our prifoncrs, and to. intercept. Gene- 
ral - : 
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ral Morgan's corps on Its retreat to iheCatawbai 
but the celerity of their movements, and the iweUuig 
of numbcrlefs creeks in our way, rendered all our 
efforts fruitlefs. 

I therefore aflembled the army on the 25th ac 
Ramfoure's Mill, on the South fork of the Catawba, 
and as the lofs of my light troops could only be reme- 
died by the afliviiy of the whole corps, I employed a 
halt of two days in colle£ting fome flour, and in dc- 
ftroying fuperfluous baggage and all my waggons 
except thole loaded with hofpital- (lores, fait, and 
ammunition, and four relerved empty in rcadinefsfor 
fick or wounded. In this meafure, though at the 
expence of a great deal of officers baggage, and of 
all profpcft in future of rum, and even a regular fup- 
■ply of provifions toihe foldiers, I muft, injullice to 
this army, fay that there was the molt general and 
cheerful acquiefcence. 

In the mean time the rains had rendered theNottli 
Catawba impaffablc ; and General Morgan's corps, 
the militia of the rebellious counties of Rowan and 
Mecklenburg under General Davidl'on, or the gang 
of plunderers ufually under the command of General 
Sumpter, not then recovered from his wounds, had 
occupied all the fords in a fpace of more than forty 
miles upwards from the fork. During its height, I 
approached the river by fhort marches, fo as to give the 
enemy equal apprehenfions for fcveral fordsj and after 
having procured the befV information in my power, I 
E refolvcd 
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refolved to attempt the pafTage at a private ford (tl 
(lightly guarded) near M'Cowan's ford, 
morning of the ift of February. 

Lieutenaiit-coionel Webfter was detached with part 
of the army and all the baggage to Beattle's Ford, fix 
miles above M'Cowan's, where General Davidfmi 
was fuppofed to be pofted with five hundred militia j 
and was direfted to malte every poITibie demonftra- 
tion, by cannonading and otherwife, of an intention 
to force a paflagc there ; and I marched at one in the 
morning with the brigade of guards, regiment of 
Bofe, twenty-third, two hundred cavalry, and two 
three-pounders, to the ford fixed upon for the real 
attempt. 

The morning being very dark and rainy, and p; 
of our way through a wood where there was no road* 
one of the three- pounders in front of the twenty-third 
regiment, and the cavalry, overfct to a I'wamp, and 
occafioned ihofe corps to lofe the line of march ; and 
fomeofthc artillery-men belonging to the other gun, 
(one of whom had the match,) having (lopped to 
afiift, were likewife left behind. The head of the co- 
kimn in the mean while arrived at the bank of die 
nver, and the day began to break. I could make 
ufeofihegun that was up, and it was evident, fr 
the number of fires on die other fide, that the op| 
filion would be greater than I had expefted. How- 
ever, as I knew that the rain then falling would fc 
render tlie rivrr again impaflable, jvid I bad rcceiv< 
2 informati 
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information the evening before ihac General Greene 
had arrived in General Morgan's camp^ and that his 
armywai marching after him with thegreaieft expe- 
dition, I determined not to defift from the attempt ; 
#nd therefore, full of confidence in the zeal and gal- 
lantry of Brigadier-genera O'Haraand of the brigade 
of guards under his command, I ordered them to 
march on, but, to prevent confufion, not to fire until 
they gained the op[iofite bank. Their behaviour 
juftificd my high opinion of thenn ; for a conftant fire 
from the enemy, in a ford upwards of five hundred 
yards wide, in many places up to their middle, with 
a rocky bottom and ftrong current, made no im- 
preffion en their cool and deiermined valour, nor 
(.hccked their paffjge. The light infaniry, landing 
firft, immediately farmed, aod in a few minutes 
kiUed or dilperfed evwy thing that appeared betbie 
thcni, the reft ofthe troops formingand advancing in 
fucceffion. We now learned that we had been op- 
pofcd by about three hundred militia, that had takea 
port there only the evening before, under the com- 
mand of General Davidfon. Their general and two 
or three other otEcers were among the killed j the 
number of wounded was uncertain, and a few were 
takea prifoners. On our Ude, Lieutenant-coloneJ 
Hall and three men were killed, and thirty-fix men 
wounded, all of the light infanty and grenadiers of 
the guards. By this time the rear of the column had 
joioed, and Lhe whole having palTcd with the greatcl^ 
£ 2 diipatch, 
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difpatch, I detached Lieutenant- colonel Tarlcton, 
with the cavalry and twenty-third regiment, to'pur- 
fue the routed militia. A few were foon killed or 
taken ; and Lieutenant - colonel Tarleton having 
learned that three or four hundred of the neighbouring 
militia were to afTemble that day at Tarrants's houfe, 
about ten miles from the ford, leaving his infantry, 
he went on with the cavalry, and, finding the militia 
as expeftcd, he with excellent conduft and great fpi- 
tit attacked them inftantly, and totally routed them 
with little lofs on his fide, and on their's between 
forty and fifty killed, wounded, or prifoners. This 
ftroke, with our paffage of the ford, fo efieftually 
difpirited the militia, that we met with no further 
oppofition on our march to the Yadkin, though one 
of the mod rebellious tradts in America. 

During this time the rebels having quitted Beattic's 
Ford, Lieutenant-colonel Webfter was pafling his 
detachment and the baggage of the army ; this had 
become tedious and difficult by the continuance of the 
rain land thefwclling of the river; but all joined us 
foon after dark about fix miles from Beattie*s ford. 
The other fords were likcwifc abandoned by the 
enemy : the greateft part of the militia difperfed, and 
General Morgan with his corps marched all that af- 
ternoon and the following night towards Salifbury. 
Wcpurfucd next morning in hopes to intercept him 
between the rivers ; and, after ftruggling with many 
difficulties^ arifing from fwelled creeks and bad roads, 

the 
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the guards cams up with his rear, in the evening 
of the third, routed it, and took a few waggons 
at the Trading Ford of the Yadkin. — He had 
pafled the body of his infantry in flats, and hit 
cavalry and waggons by the ford, during that day 
and the preceding night ; but at the time of our 
arrival the boats were fccured on the other fide, arid 
the ford had become impafiable. The river continu- 
ing to rife, and theweither appearing unfctcled, \ 
determined toniarcii to the upper fords, after procu- 
ring a fmall Toppiy of provifions atSalifbury. This, 
and the height of the creeks in our way, detained me 
two days ; and in that time Morgan liaving quitted 
the banksof the river, I had information from our 
friends, who croiTed in canoes, that General Greene's 
army was marching with the utmoft difpatch to form 
ajunftion withhim at Guildford. Not hiving had 
time to colleft the North-Carolina miliiia, and having 
received no reinforcement from Virginia, I concluded 
that he would do every thing in his power to avoid 
an action on the South fide of the Danj and, itbeing 
my intcrcft to force him to fight, 1 made great expe- 
dition, and got between him and the upper fords j 
and, being affbrcd that the lower fords are fcldom 
prafticable in winter, and that he could not collect 
"many flats at any of the ferries, I was in great hopes 
that he would noiefcapeme wiihoutrtCEivinga blow. 
Nothing could exceed the patience and alacrity of the 
officers and foldiers under every fpecies of hardlhJp 
and fatigue in endeavouring to overtake -him. But 
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our intelligence upon this occaficn was exceedingly 
defcftivc ;. which, with heavy rains, bad roads, and 
the paffageof many deep creeks, and bridges deftroy- 
cd by the enemy *s light troops, rendered all our exer- 
donis vain s for. Upon our arrival at Boyd's ferry ort 
the 15th, we learned that his rear-guard had got over 
the night before, his baggage and main body having 
pafied the preceding day at that and a neighbouring 
ferry, where more flats had been coUefted than had 
been reprefented to me as pofllble. 

My force being ill fuited to enter by that quarter fo 
powerful a province as Virginia, and North Carolina 
being in the utmoft confufion, after giving the troops 
a halt of one day, I proceeded by cafy marches to 
Hillfborough, where I ercfted the king's ftandard, 
arid invited by proclamation all loyal fubjefts to re- 
.pair to it, anid to (land forth and take an aAive part 
in aflifting me to reftore order and conftitutional go- 
vernment. As a confiderable body of friends were 
laid CO refide between the Haw and Deep rivers, I 
detached Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton on the 23d, 
with the cavalry and a fmall body of infantry, to 
prevent their being interrupted in affembling. Un- 
luckily» a detachment of the rebel light troops had 
croflrd the lame day, and by accident fell in with 
about. two hundred of our friends, under Colonel 
IPyle, on their way to Hillflx)roughi who, millaking 
the rebels for Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton's corps, 
flilowea themfclves to be furrounded, and a number 

of 
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of them were moll inhumanly butchered when beg- 
ging for quarter, without making the leall refiftanoe- 
The fame day I had certain intelligence that General 
Greene, having been reinforced, had re-crofled tho 
Dan, which rendered it imprudent to feparate mjf 
corps, occafioncd the recall of Lieutenant- colonel 
Tarlcton's detachment ; and forage and provifion* 
being fcarce in the neighbourhood of HilKborough, 
as Well as the pofition too diftani (upon the approach 
of the rebel army) for the proceftion of the body of 
our friends ; I judged it expedient to crofs the Haw, 
and encamped near Allemance Creek, detaching 
Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton with the cavalry, light 
wmpany of the Guards, and one hundred and fifty- 
men of Lieutenant-colonel Webfler's brigade, a fe>v 
miles from me on the road to Deep River, more tf- 
fei5tually to cover the country. 

General Greene's light troops foon made clicir 
appearance j and on the ad, a patrole having repor- 
ted that ihey had feen both cavalry and infantry near 
his poft, I directed Lieutenant- colonel Tarleton to 
move forward with proper precautions, and endea- 
vour to difcovcr the defigns of the enemy. He had 
not advanced /ar, when he fell in with a conlidcrable 
, corps, which he innmediacely attacked and routed; 
I but being ignorant of their force, and whether chejp 
' Were fupportcd, with great prudence dtCftcd fiofti 
piirfuit. He foon learned from prifoncrs, ihat thofe 
ht had beat were Lee's legion, three or foui hundred 

back. 
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back mountain men, under Colonel Frcfton, with f.l 
number of militia ; and that General Greene with a;! 
part of his army was not far diftanr. Our fituatioB" I 
for the former few days had been atnongfl: rimid'l 
friends, and adjoining to inveterate rebels ; between" J 
them I had been totally deftitute of information,-! 
which loft me a very favourable opportunity of at- 1 
tacking the rebel army. General Greene fell back- J 
to Thotnpfon's Houfe, near Boyd's Ford, on th^J 
Reedy Fork; but his light troops and militia llilra 
remained near usj and as 1 was informed that they'fl 
were ported careleffly at fcparacc plantations for the^a 
convenience of fubfifting, I marched on the 6ih tlf'l 
drive them in, and to attack General Greene if aa*l 
opportunity oftcred. I fuccecded completely in ills' I 
firft'i and at Weitzell's Mill, on the Reedy Fork, J 
where they made a ftand, the back-mountain men^ 1 
and feme militia foScred confiderably, with little lofs 
on our fide; but a timely and precipitate retreat 
over the Haw prevented the latter. I knew that the 
Virginia reinforcement were upon their march ; and 
it was apparent that the enemy would, if poflibte, 
avoid rifqucing an aflion before their arrival. 

The neighbourhood of the Fords of the Dan in 
their rear, and the extreme difficulty of fubfifting 
my troops in that exhauftcd country putting it out 
of my power to force ihem, my refolution was to 
give our friends time to join us, by covering their 
country as efFedually as pofTible, confiftcnt with 

the 
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the fubfiftence of the troops, ftill approaching the 
communication witK our (hipping in Cape Fear 
River, which I faw it would foon become indifpen- 
iibly neceflary to open, on account of the fufFenngs 
of the army from the want of fupplies of every kind ; 
at the fame time I was determined to fight the rebel 
army, if it approached me, being convinced that it 
would be impoffible to fucceed in that great objeft 
of our arduous campaign, the calling forth the nu- 
merous Loyalifts of North Carolina, wbilfb a doiibc 
remained on their minds of the fuperiority of our 
arms. With thefe views, I had moved to the Qua- 
ker Meeting, in the Forks of Deep River, on the 
13th; and on the 14th I received the information 
which occafioned the movement that brought on the 
action at Guildford, of which I fhall give your 
Lordfllip an account in a ftparace letter. 

I have the honour to be. Sec. 

CORNWALLIS, 
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Indofed in No. V. 
By the Right Honourable Charles Earl Cornwallisy 
Lieutena^tt 'general of his Majejly^s Forces^ 

tic. ^c. (^c. 
A Proclamation. 
Whereas it has pleafed the Divine Providence 
to profpcr the operations of his Majefty's arms in 
driving the rebel army out of this province ; and 
whereas it is his Majefty's moft gracious wi(h to ref- 
cue bis faithful and loyal fubjefts from the cruel 
tyranny under which they have groaned for feveral 
years, I have thought proper to iffue this Proclama- 
tion, to invite all fuch faithful and loyal fubjeAs to 
repair, without loYs of time, with their arms and ten 
days provifions, to the Royal Standard now ereded 
at Hillfborough, where they will meet with the mod 
friendly reception : and I do hereby aifure them that 
I am -ready to concur with them in efieftual meafures 
for fupprefiing the remains of rebellion in this pro- 
vince, and for the re-eftabli(hment ^of good order 
and conftitutional government. 

Given under my hand at head quarters at Hillfbo- 
rough this 2oth day of February, in the year of 
our Lord 1781, and in the twaity*firft year of 

his M^efty's reign. 

CORNWALLIS. 
By bis Lorihip's command, 
H.Brodrick, 
Aid de Camp. 

God iavc the King* 
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Copy of Earl CornwaVis's Di/paich, No, 8, /« Lord i 
George Germain, datid Guildford, t-jlb Marcb, , 
1781. 

MY LORD, 

I HAVE the fatisfaflion to inform yourLordfhip 
that his Majerty's troops under my command ob- 
tained a fignal viflory, on tSe 15th inftant, over the 
rebel army commanded by General Greene. 

In purruance of my intended plan, communicated 
to your Lordfliip in my difpatch, No. 7, 1 had en- 
camped on the 13th inftant at the Quaker Meeting 
between the forks of Deep River. On the I4ih I 
received information, that General Butler, with a 
body of North-Carolina militia and the cxpcfted 
reinforcements from Virginia, faid to confift of a 
Virginia ftate- regiment, a corps of Virginia eighteen- 
months men, three thoufand Virginia militia and 
recruits for the Maryland line, had joined General 
Greene i and that the whole army, which was re- 
ported to amount to nine or ten thoufand men, was 
marching to attack the Britilli troops. During the 
afternoon intelligence was brought, which was con- 
firmed in the night, that he had advanced that day to 
Guildford, about twelve miles from our camp. Be- 
F 3 
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ing now perfuaded that he had refoived to hazard an 
engagement, afcer detaching Lieutenant-colonel Ha- 
milion with our waggons and baggage cfcortcd by 
his own regiment, a detachment of one hundred in- 
fantry and twenty cavalry, towards Bells Mill on 
Deep River, I marched with the reft of the corps, 
at day-brcal^OD the morning of the 15th, too'cettbe 
enemy or to attack them in their encampment. About 
four miles from Guildford, our advanced guard, 
commanded by Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, fell in 
with a corps of the enemy, confifting of Lee's le- 
gion, fome back-mountain men and Virginia militia, 
which he attacked with h's ufual good conduft and 
fpirit,* and defeated; and, continuing our march, 
we found the rebel army poftcd on rifing grounds 
about a mile and a half from the court-houfe. The 
prifontrs taken by Lieutenant-colonel Tarlcton having 
teen feveral days with the advanced corps, could 
give me no account of the enemy's order or po5tion, 
and the country people were extremely inaccurate in 
their dcfcription of the ground. Immediately be- 
tween the head of the column and the enemy's line, 
was a conGderablc plantation, one large field of which 
was on our left of the road, and two others, with 
a wood of about two hundred yards broad between 
them, on our right of it ; beyond thefe fields ilie 
wood continued for feveral miles to our right. The 
wood beyond the plantation in our front, in the Ikirc 
of which the enemy's fitft line wis formed, was about 
3 a milo 
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a mile in depth, the road then leading into an exten- 
five fpace of cleared ground about Guildford court- 
houfe. The woods on our right and left were reported 
to be impraifticable for cannon ; but, as that on our 
right appeared the moft open, I refolved to attack the 
left wing of the enemy i and, wbilft my difpofuion 
was making for that purpofe, I ordered Lieutenant 
Maclcod to bring forward the guns and cannonade 
their center. The attack was dircfted to be made in 
the following order ; 

On the right the regiment of Bofe and the feventy- 
firft regiment, ltd by Major-general Lcllie, and fup- 
ported by the firft battalion of guards; on the left, 
the twenty-ihird and thirty-third regiments, led by 
Lieut. Col. Webfter, and fupported by the grenadiers 
and fecond battalion of guards commanded by Briga- 
dier-general O'Hara; the yagers and light-infantry of 
the guards remained in the wood on the left of the guns, 
and the cavalry in the road, ready to aft as circum- 
ftances might require. Our preparations being made, 
iheaftion began at about half an hour paft one in the 
afternoon; Major-general Lcflie, after being obliged 
■ by the great extent of the enemy's line, to bring up 
ihe firft battalion of guards to the right of tJic regi- 
ment of Bufe, foon defeated every thing before him ; 
Lieutenant-colonel Wcbfter, having joined the left 
pf Major-general Lcflie's divifion, was no lefs fuc- 
cefsful in his front, when, on finding that the left of 
the thirty-third was expofed to a heavy fire from the 
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right Wing of the enemy, he changed his front to the 
left, and, being fupported by the yagers and light- 
infantry of the guards, attacked and routed it. The 
grenadiers and feoond battalion !of guards moving for- 
ward to occupy the ground left vacant by the move- 
ment of Lieutenant-colonel Webfter. 
' All the infantry being now in the line. Lieutenant- 
colonel Tarleton had diredions to keep his cavalry 
compaft, and not to charge without pofitivc orders, 
except to proteftany of the corps from the moft evi- 
dent danger of being defeated. The exceffivc 
thicknefs of the woods rendered our bayonets of little 
die, and enabled the broken enemy to make frequent 
ftands, with an irregular fire, which occafioned fome 
lofs, and to fcveral of the corps great delay, particu- 
larly on our right, where the firft battalion of the 
guards and regiment of Bofe were warmly engaged in 
front, flank, and rear, with fome of the enemy that 
had been routed on the Hrftatuck, and with part of the 
extremity of their left wing,whichby the clofenefsof the 
woods had been pafTed unbroken* The feventy-firft 
regiment and grenadiers, and fecond battalion of 
guards, not knowing what was palling on their right, 
and hearing the fire advance on their left, continued 
to move forward^ the artillery keeping pace with 
them on the road^ followed by the cavalry. The fe- 
cond battalion of guards firft gained the clear ground 
near Guildford court-houfe, and found a corpa of 
continental infantry much fuperior in number formed 

in 
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to the open field on the left of the road. Glowing 
wich imjiatiencc tofignalizethcmfclves, they inftantljr 
attaciced and defeated rlicm, taking two fix-poundefsj 
but, piirfuing into the wood wich too much ardour, 
were thrown into confufion by a heavy fire, and im- 
mediately charged and driven back into the field by 
Colonel Wafliingron's dragoons, with the lofs of the 
fix-poundcrs they had taken. The enemy's cavalry 
was foon repuifed by a well-directed fire from two 
three -pounders juft brought up by Lieut. Macleod, 
and by the appearance of the grenadiers of the guards, 

^and of thefcventy-firft regiment, which, havhig been 
impeded by fome deep rains, were now coming one 
of the wood on the right of the guards, oppolite to 
the Court-houfe. By the fpirired exertions of Bri- 
gadier-general O'Hara, though wounded, the fecoiid 
battalion of guards was foon rallied, and, fupported 
by the grenadiers, returned to the charge with the 
grcated alacrity. The twenty-third regiment arriving 
at that inftant from our left, and Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton having advanced with part of the cavalry, 
the enemy were foon put to flight, and the two fix-, 
pounders once more fell into our hands ; two ammu- 
nition-waggons and two other fix-pounders, being 
all the artillery they had in the field, were likewifc 
taken. About this time the 33d regiment and light- 
infantry of the guards, after overcoming many diffi- 
culties, completely routed the corps which was op- 
pofcd to them, and put an end to the aiflion in this 
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quarter. The twenty-third and fcventy-firft regi- 
ments, with part of the cavalry, were ordered to 
purfue 1 the rcmsinder of the cavalry was detached 
with Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton to our right, where 
a heavy fireftill continued, and where his appearance 
and fpirited attack contributed much to a fpcedy 
termination of the aftion. The militia with which 
our right wing had been engaged, difperfed in the 
woods; the continentals went off by the Reedy-fork, 
beyond which it was not in my power to follow 
them, as their cavalry had fuffered but litUc i our 
troops were excelTivcly fatigued by an aftion which 
laded an hour and a half, and our wounded difperfed 
over an extcnfive fpace of country, required imme- 
diate attention; the care of our wounded, and the 
total want of provifions in an exhaufted country, 
made it equally impoffible for me to follow the blow 
the next day. The enemy did not flop until they 
got to the Iron-works on Troublefome-Creek, eigh- 
teen miles from the field of battle. 

From our obfcrvation, and the beft accounts we 
could procure, wc did not doubt but the Itfcngth of 
the enemy exceeded feven thoufand men ; their mi- 
litia compofed their line, with parties advanced to th& 
raiU of the fields in their front; the continentals 
were pofted obliquely in the rear of their right 
wing. Their cannon fixed on us whilft we were 
forming, from the center of the line of militia, but 

w«rc 
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were wthdrawn to the Contmentals before tire at- 
tack. 

I have the honour to enclofe to your Lordlliip the 
lift of our killed and wounded ; Captain Schutx's 
wound is fuppofed to be mortal, but the furgeons 
afllire 'me that none of the other.officers are in <3an- 
ger, and that a great number of the men will foon 
recover. I cannot afcertain the lofs of the enemy, 
but it muft have been confiderable, between two and 
three hundred dead were left upon the field ; many 
of their wounded that were able to move, whilft wc 
were employed in the care of our own, efcaped and 
followed the routed enemy ; and our cartle-drivers 
and forage- parties h^ve reported to me, that the 
houfes in a circle of fix or eight miles round us are 
full of others : thofe that remained we have taken 
the beft care of in our power. We took few pri-' 
foners, owing to the exccflive thicknefs of the wood 
facilitating their efcape, and every maa of our army 
being repeatedly wanted for adlioa. 

The conduft and afttons of the officers and foldiers 
that compofe this little army will do more juftice to 
their merit than I can by words. Their perfevering 
intrepidity in aftion^ their invincible patience in the 
hardftiips and fatigues of a march of above fix hun- 
dred miles, in which they have forded feveral large 
rivers and numberkfs creeks, many of wliich would 
be reckoned large rivers in any other country in the 
worlds without tents or covering againft the climate^ 
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and often without provifions, will fufEciently manj- 
feft their ardent zeal for the honour and intercfts of 
their Sovereign and their country, 

I have been particularly indebted to Major-general 
Leflie for his gallantry and exertion in the adion^ as 
well as his afliftance in every other part of the fervicc. 
The zeal and . fpirit of Brigadier-general 0*Hara 
merit my higheft connmendations ; for, after receiving 
two dangerous wounds, he continued in the field 
vhiift the adtion lafted; by his earned attention on 
all other occifions, feconded by the ofiicers and fol- 
diers of the brigade ; his Majefty^s guards are no lefs 
diftinguifhed by their order and difcipline than by 
their fpirit and valour : the Heffian regioient of Bofe 
dcfervcs my warmeft praifcs for its difcipline, alacrity, 
tnd' courage, and does honour to Major Du Buy, 
ivho commands ity and who is an officer of fuperior 
merit: I am much obliged to Brigadier-general 
Howard, who ierved as volunteer, for his fpirited 
example on all oceafions : Lieutenant-colonel Webfter 
conduced his brigade like an officer of experience 
and gallantry. Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton's good 
condu& and fpirit in the management of his cavalry, 
was confpicuous during the whole aAion \ and Lieu- 
tenant Macleod, who commanded the artillery, 
proved himfclf upon this, as well as all former oc- 
eafions, a moft capable and dcfcrving officer. The 
attention and exertions of my Aid-de-camps, and of 

all 
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all the other public officers of the army, contribuwdl 
very much to the fuccefs of the day. 

I have conftanily received the moft zealous aflift- 
ance from Governor Martin, during n:iy command 
in the fouthern diftrift : hoping that his prelence 
would tend to incite the loyal lubjefts of this pro- 
vince to take an aftive part with us, he has chear- 
fuUy fubmitced to the fatigues and dangers of our 
campaign: but his delicate conftitution has fufitred 
by his public fpirit, for, by the advice of thephy- 
ficlans, he is now obliged to return to England for^H 
the recovery of his health. ^J 

This part of the country is fo totally defticute of 
fubfiftence, that forage is not nearer than nine miles, 
and the foldiers have been two days without bread ; 
1 fhall, therefore, leave about feventy of the worft of 
the wounded cafes at the New-garden Qirakcr- 
meeling-houfe, with proper afliftance, and move the 
remainder with the army to-morrow morning la 
Bell's-mill. I hope cur friends will heartily take an 
•ftive part with us, to which I fliall continue to en- 
courage them 1 ftill approaching our fliipping by 
eafy marches, that we may procure the neceflary 
lupplies for further operations, and lodge our fick 
and wounded where proper attention can be paid co 
them. 

This difpatch will be delivered to your Lordfiiip 
by my Aid-de-camp, Captain Brodrick, \ 
G 3 
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very promifing officer, and whom I beg leave to 
recommend to your Lordibip's countenance and fa- 
vour. 

I have the honour to be^ &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 
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Copy of Earl Cornwallis's Di/patcb^ No. 9, fo Lord 
George Gern^ain, datid ff^ilmington^ Jpril 18, 

MY LORD, 

I MARCHED from Guildford on the morning 
of the 1 8th of March, and next day arrived at Bel IV 
mill, whcr€ I gave the troops two days reft, and 
procured a fmall fupply of provifions. From thence 
I proceeded flowly towards Crofs-crcek, attending to 
the convenience of fubfiftence, and the movemegt 
of our wounded. On my way I iffued the enclofed 
proclamation, and took every other means in my 
power to reconcile enemies, and to encourage our 
friends to join us. 

From all my information I intended to have 
halted at Crofs-Creek, as a proper place to refrefh 
and refit the troops ; and I was much difappointed, 

on 
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en my Arrival there, to find it totally impoffible: 
provifions were icarce^ not four days forage withm 
twenty miles, and to us the navigation of the Cape 
Fear river to Wilmington impradticable ; for the 
diftancc by water is upwards of a hundred miles, 
the breadth fcldom above one hundred yards, the 
banks high, and the inhabitants on each fide gene- 
rally hoftilc. — T Under thefe circumftances, I was 
obliged to continue my march to this place, in the 
neighbourhood of which 1 arrived on the 7th in- 
ftant. 

I have been bufy, fincc my arrival, in difpofing of 
our fick and wounded, and in procuring the neeeflary 
fuppties to put the troops in a proper ftate to take 
the field. I am in daily expedation of feeing the 
reinforcement from Europe, and of receiving the 
Commander-in-chief's diredions for the further ope- 
rations of the campaign. 

Captain Schutz died a few days after the adtion, as 
we expefted ; but I am forry to inform your Lord- 
ihip, that, notwithflanding the Battering appearances 
and the afTurances of the furgeons. Colonel Webfter, 
( whofe lofs is feverely felt by me and the whole 
army) Captain Maynard of the guards, and Captain , 
Wilmoufky and Enfign de Trott of the Regiment of 
Bofe ^re fince dead : the reft of the officers are reco- 
vering faft, and many of the wounded foldiers have 

already joined their regiments. 

Major 
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Major Craig, who took pofleflion of this place in 
the latter end of January, has condufted himfelf 
ii?ith great zeal and capaclt}'^ having with a very 
fmall force not only fecured the poft from all in- 
fults> but made himfelf refpeftable in this part of 
the country, by feveral fuccefsful excurfions. 

1 (hall not trouble your Lordfhip on the fubjeA 
ef South-Carolina^ having direAed Lx)rd Rawdon^ 
who commands on the frontiers, and Lieutenant- 
colonel Balfour, commandant of Charles- town, to 
take every opportunity of communicating to your 
Lordfhip, as well as to the Commander-in-chief, the 
ftate of affairs in that province. As they are both 
officers of capacity and great merit, I truft that their 
conduA will have given fatisfadion. 

I hare the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS, 
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NORTH CAROLINA. 

By Charles Earl Comwallis^ Ueutenani -General of bis 

Majejifs Forces^ ^c. C^c. ^c. 

A PROCLA^tATIOK. 

WHEREAS by the bleffing of Almighty God, 
his Majefty's arms have been crowned with fignal 
fuccefs, by the compleat vidtory obtained over the 
Rebel forces on the 15th inftant, I have thought pro- 
per to ilTue this proclamation to call upon all loyal fub^ 
jedts to {land forth, and take an a<5live part in reftoring 
good order and government. And whereas it has 
been reprcfented to me that nr».any perfons in this pro- 
vince who have taken a (hare in this unnatural rebel- 
lion, but having experienced the oppreflion and injuC- 
ticeof the Rebel government, and having feen the errors 
into which they have been deluded by falfehoods and 
mifreprefentations, are fincerely defirous of returning 
to their duty and allegiance, I do hereby notify and 
promife to all fuch perfons (murderers excepted) that 
if they will furrender themfelvcs with their arms and 
ammunition, at head quarters, or to the officer com- 
manding in the diftrict contiguous to their relpeftivc 
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places of rcfidcnce, on or before the 20th day of 
April next, they (hall be permitted to return to their 
homes, upon giving a military parole, and (hall be 
protcAed in their perjTons and properties from all 
fort of violence from the Britilh troops, and will be 
rcftorcd as foon as poffible to all the privileges of 
legal and conftitutional government* 

# 

Given under my hand at head quarters, this i8th 
day of March, A.D. 1781, and in the twenty- 
6rft year of his Majefty*s reign. 

CORNWALLIS^ 
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Copy of Earl Cornwallis's difpaich^ No. 10, to Lord 
George Germain^ dated fFilminpon, jipril 1 8th, 17 8 1 . 

MY LORD, 

' AS Governor Martin returns to England by this 
opportunity, I (hall beg leave to refer your Lord(hip 
to him for many particulars relating to this province; 
but I think it incumbent on me to be explicit to your 
* Lord(hip, as his Majefty's Minifter^ on one or two 
capital points. 

The principal reafons for undertaking the winter's 

campaign were, the difficulty of a defenfive war in 

South Carolina, and the hoj^)es that our friends in 

4 Vl^xxiv 
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North Carolina, who were faid to be very n 
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numerous^ 

would make good their promifes of aflcmbling and 
taking an aclivc paft with us, in endeavouring to re- 
etlablifti his Majefly's government. Our experience 
has fhewn iliar their numbers arc not fo great as had 
been rcprcfentcd, and that their fri&ndfliip was only 
paflivc i for we have received little afiiftance from 
them fince our arrival in the province, and altliough 
I gave the ftrongeft and mod public alTuranccs, that 
after rtfitcing and depofipng our fick and wounded, . 
I ftiDuld return to the upper country, not above two i 
Kundrcd have been prevailed upon to follow us, 
either as provincials or militia. * 

This being the cafe, the immenfe extent of this 
country, cut with numberlefs rivers and creeks, and 
the total want of internal navigation, which renders 
it irapoffibtc for our army to remain long in the 
heart of the country, will make it very difficult to 
reduce this province to obedience by a dired attack 
upon it. 

If therefore it fliould appear to be the intereft of 
Great Britain to maintain what (he already pollcflcs, 
and to pufli the war in the Southern Provinces^ I 
take the liberty of giving it as my opinion, that a. 
fcrioiis attempt upon Virginia would be the moft 
folid Plan, becaufe fuccefsful operations might not 
only be attended with important confcquenccs there, 
but would tend to the fccurity of South Carolina, 
and ultimately to the fubmil 
H 
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The great reinforcements fent by Virginia to General 
Greene, whilft General Arnold was in the Chcfapeak, 
are convincing proofs that foiall expeditions do not 
frighten that powerful provinqe. 

. I have the honour to be. Zee. 

CORNWALLIS. 



Inclofed in No. V» 

Cbpy of Earl' CornwalHs^s difpatch^ No. ii^ to Lord 
George Germain y dated ffllmcngtorty /ipril 23^, 1781. 

MY LORD, 

. i YESTERDAY received an exprefs by a fmall 
yeflfel from Charles-town, informing me that a frigate 
was there, but not: then able to get over the bar, with 
difpatches from Sir Henry Clinton, notifying to mc 
that Major* General Philips had been detached into 
the Chefapeak with a confiderable force, with in- 
ftru6bions to co operate with this army, and to put 
himfelf under my orders. This exprefs likewifc 
brought me the difagreeable accounts, that the up* 
per pofts of South Carolina were in the moft im« 
minent danger, from an alarming fpirit of revolt 
among many of the people, and by a movement of 
General Greene's army. Although the exprelTes that 

I I fent 
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I fent from Crcfs Creek to inform Lord Rawdon of 
the neceflity I was under 'of coming, to this place, 
and to warn him of the poflibility of fdch an attempt 
q£ the enemy, had all rnifcarried, yet his Lordfliip 
was lucky enough to be apprized of General Greene's 
approach at leaft jGx days before he poffibly could 
reach Camden, and I am therefore (till induced to 
hope from my opinion of his Lordfliip's abilities,- 
and the precautions taken by him and Lieutenant- 
colonel Balfour, that we (hall not be fo unfortunate 
as to lodfe any confidcrable corps. « 

The diftance from hence to Camden, the want of 
forage and fubfiftence on the greateft part of the road^ 
and the difficulty in paffing the Pcdce when oppofcd 
by an enemy, render it utterly impoffible for me to 
give immediate afliftance, and I apprehend a poffi- 
bility of the utmoft hazard to this little corps, with- 
out the chance of a benefit in the attempt j for if wc 
'•are fo unlucky as to fufFcr a fevere blow in South Caro- 
lina, the fpiritof revolt ki that province would become 
very general, and the numerpus rebels in this province 
be encouraged to be more than ever aiflive and violent. 
This might enable General Greene to hem me in 
among the great rivers, and by cutting off our fub- 
fiftence, render our arms ufelefs : and to remain here 
for tranfp^rts to carry us off, would be a work of 
time, would lofe our cavalry,* and be otherways as 
ruinous and difgraccful to Britain, as moft events 
could be. I have therefore under fo maqy cmbar- 

H 2 rafilns: 
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raffing circumftances, (but looking upon Charlcst 
town as fafc from any immediate attack from th^ 
Rebels,) refolved to take advantage of General 
Greene's having left the back part of Virginia open, 
and march immediately into that province to attempt 
a junftion with General Phillips. 

I have more readily decided upon this meafure, 
becaufc if General Greene fails in the objeft of his 
inarch, his retreat will relieve South Carolina ; an4 
tny force being very infufEcient for offenfivc opera- 
tions in this province, may be employed ufefully in 
Virginia in conjundion with the corps under the 
command of (jleneral Phillip?. 

I h^yc the honour to be, &c, 

CORNWALHS. 
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C O R R E S P O N D E N CE 

BETWEEN 

Gen. Sir HENRY CLINTON, K.B. 

COMMANDER IN CHIEF, 

AND 

Lieut. Gen. Earl CORNWALLIS. 



PART II. 

3IELATIVE TO EARL CORNWALLIs's MARCH 



INTO VIRGINIA* 



NUMBER I. 

Earl Comwallis to Sir Henry Clinion^ K. B. dated 

JVilmington^ Jpril 24, lyBi*' 

S I R, 

IH A V E refleftcd very ferioufly on the fubjcft 
of my attempt to march into Virginia, and 
have in confequcnce written a letter to Major-general 
Phillips, of which I have the honour to enclofe a 
copy to your Excellency. I have, likewife, direftcd 
Lieiitenant-CQlonel Balfour to fend tranfports and 

provifions 
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provifions to this port, in cafe I (hould find the 
junftion with Major-general Phillips inexpedient or 
impracticable, and that I (hould have the morrifica- 
ticn of feeing that thprc is no other method of con- 
veying his Majefty's tro<^ps to South-Carolina^ with- 
out expofing them to the moft evident danger of 
being iolh 

« 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 



(Inclofed in Number I.) 

Ccpy of Eart Cornwallis*s Letter to Major-general 
Flillips, dated fFilmiffgton, April i^y 1781. 

DEAR PHILLIPS, 

MY Ctuation here is very diflreffing: Greene , 
took the advantage of my being obliged to come to 
this place, and has marched to South-Carolina. My 
cxpreflcs to Lord Rawdon, on my leaving Crofs- 
Creek, warning him of the poflibility of fuch a 
movement, have all failed ; mountaineers and militia 
have poured into the back part of that province, 
and I nr^uch fear that Lord Ra\vdon*s polls will be fo 
diftani from each other, and his troops fo (tattered, 
as to put him into the greateil danger of being beat 

in 
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in^ detail^ and that the worft of confequences may 
happen to moft of the troops out . of Charles-town* 
By a direft move towards Camden, I cannot get 
time enough to relieve Lord Rawdon ; and, ihould 
he have fallen, my army would be expofed to the 
utmoft danger, from the great rivers I Ihould have to 
pafs, the exhaufted ftate of the Country, the nume- 
rous militia, the almoft univerfal fpirit of revolt which 
prevails in South Carolina, and the ftrength of 
Greene's army, whofe continentals alone are at leaft 
as numerous as I am ; and I could be of no ufe on 
my arrival at Charles-town, there being nothing to 
apprehend at prefent for that poft, I (hall, therefore, 
immediately march up the country by Duplin Court- 
houfe, pointing towards HillA)orough, in hopes to 
with^iraw Greene ; if* that (hould not fucceed, 1 
Ihould be much tempted to try to form a junction 
with you. The attempt is exceedingly haztardous^ 
and many unforefeen difficulties may render it totally 
impradticable, fo that you muft not take any ftepi 
that may expofe your army to the danger of being 
ruined : I fhall march to the ioweft ford of the Roa- 
noke, which, I am informed, is about twenty miles 
above Taylor's-fe^ry. Send every poffible intelligence 
to me by the cypher I enclofe, and make every 
movement in your power to facilitate our meeting, 
(which muft be fomewhefe near PetcrAurg) with 
fafety to your own army : I mention the lowcft ford, 
becaufe in a hoftile country ferries cannot be de- 

I '^t.^A^^ 
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pended upon ; but if I fliould decide on the mcafure 
of endeavouring to.,comc to you, I (hall try to fur- 
prize the boats ^t fome of the ferries, from Halifax 
upwards* 

I am, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 



NUMBER 11. 

« 

Sir Henry Clinton to Earl CornvmlliSy dat^dNrJo 2lri, 

March 2d, 17S1. 

Received by Earl Cornwallis in Virginia* 

MY LORD, 
YOUR Lordlhip may probably hear that the army 
and navy in Chelapeak are blocked up by a fupe* 
rior French naval force to that under Captain Sy- 
monds. The firft account I had of k was from 
General Arnold, dated the I4ch February; and I 
fent it immediately to the Admiral at Gardiner's Bay. 
—A day or two afterwards I had it confirmed that 
ihey were part of the fleet from Rhode Ifland 5 
ivhich I have heard fince failed from thence on the 
9th ultimo. Notwithftanding which, I greatly fear 
he has not fent a naval force to relieve them. Wa(h- 
ington has detached fome New- England troops under 
La Fayette and Howe, that way. If fo much time 
is given, I cannot anfwcr for confcqucnces. Portf- 

niouth 
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mouth is fafe, at this feaforij againd: any attack from 
the 'Suffolk fide, but notfo from a landing in anjr 
of the bays to the eaftward of Elizabeth River. — I 
have much to lament that the Adniiral did not think 
it advisable to fend there at firft, as Brigadier-gene- 
ral Arnold's projefted nwve in favour of your Lord- 
Ihip's operations, will have been ftopt : and if the 
Admiral delays it too long, I (hall dread ftill more 
fatal confequences. I have troops already embarked 
in a great proportion to that of the enemy ; but to 
fend diem under two frigates only before the Chefa- 
peak is our own, is to iacrifice th/^ troops and their 
convoy, 

I encJofe to your Lordfliip all the news I have 
been able to colleft. Ethan Allen has, I think, 
quitted Congrefs', and put them at defiance. Your 
Lordlhip will fee his plan by the NeWs-papcr of the 
aSth February, faid to be genuine. Difcontents run 
high in ConneAicut. In (hort, my Lord, there 
feems little wanting to give a mortal (lab to rebel- 
lion but a proper ffeinforcement, and a permanent 
fuperiority at fea, for the next campaign ; without 
which, any enterprize depending on water move* 
ments mud certainly run great rifk. — Should the 
troops already embarked for Chefapeak proceed ; 
and, when diere, be able to undertake any operation 
in addition to what Brigadier-general Arnold pro- 
pofes, I am confident it will be done. Major-ge- 
oeral Phillips will cc:;mmand this expedition. 

I a Till 
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Till Colonel Bruce arrives I am uncertain what 
reinforcements^ are intended for this army. The 
Miniftcr has, however, aflured me, that every pof- 
fible exertion will be made. 

I fl>all tremble for our poft at Portfmouth, (hould 
the enemy's reinforcements arrive in th^t neighbour- 
hood before the force, which I now flatter myfelf 
the Admiral will order a fufficient convoy for, ar- 
rives. 

Marth 8th. I have received a Icefer from General 
Arnold, dated the a5th ultimo, wherein he tells me, 
that the French left him on the 19th. And in ano- 
ther letter of the 27th, he fays, he has not the lead 
doubt of defending his poft againft the force of the 
country and two thoufand French troops until a re- 
inforcement can arrive from New York : and that 
he propofed to fend five hundred men under Colonel 
Pundas up James River, to make a diverfion in favour 
of your Lordfhip. 

The Admiral informs me of the return of the 
French (hips to Rhode -Ifland, and of their ha- 
ving taken the Romulus, and carried her into that 
place. But as the Admiral, in his letter of the 
2d inftant, fcems to think that the whole, or at leaft 
a great part, of the French fleet failed for Chefa-* 
peak on the 27th, and that he was at that time readjr 
to fail ; I flatter myfelf he is cither gone there, or 
has fent a fuflicient force to clear the Chefapeak. 



The 
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The troopa under General Phillips have been enpi- 
barked fome time, and are now at the Hook waiting 
for the Admiral, or a meflage from him : General 
Philiips commands; and I am fure you know his 
inclinations are to co-operate with your Lordfliip; 
and you will be pleafed to take him under your 
orders, until your Lordlhiip bears further from mc.- 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

H. CLINTON, 



•**■■* 



NUMBER IIL' 

Copy of Sir Henry Clinton's InJiruUions to Aifjor-gene- 
general Phillips^ dated Head ^arterSy New iVrk^ 
March loth^ 1781. 

Received by Earl Cornwallis in Virgiuia. 

• 

S I R, 

YO.U will be pleafed to proceed wich the troops 
embarked under your command to Chefapeak Bay, 
and there form a junftion as foon as poflible with 
Brigadier-general Arnold, whom, and the corps with 
him, you will take under your orders. 

Should any unforefeen accident prevent your for- 
ming an immediate jundlion with Brigadier-general 
Arnold, you will, however, exert every endeavour 
to communicate with him. And as the principal 
objeft of your expedition is the fecurity of him, the 

4 troops 
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troops at prefent under his orders, and the polls he 
occupies on Elizabeth River, near the mouth of 
Jannes River in Virginia, you will, of courfc, ufe 
every means tb attain this very material purpofe.*— 
The propcrcft methods to be purfued on this occafion 
cannot be exaftly pointed out to you, but muft be 
Jcft to your difcretion. 

When you fhall have formed your junftion witn 
Brigadier-general Arnold, if you find that General 
afting under the orders of Efcl Cornwallis, you 
will, of courfe, endeavour to fuJfil thofe orders. — 
If this (hould not be the cafe ; after receiving every 
information nffpe<5ting his probable fituation, you 
■will makcfuch movements with the corps then un- 
der your orders as can be made confident with the 
fecurity of the poft on Elizabeth River, or you fhali 
think will moft efFcAually aflift his Lordfhips opera- 
tions, by deftroying or taking any magazines the 
enemy may have on James River, or at Peterfburg, 
on the Appamatox. After w^hich, if it fhould be 
thought neccflary, you will eftablifh a poft, or pofts, 
at fuch ftations on James River, as fhall appear beft 
calculated to open the way for, and fecure the fafety, 
as far as poflible, of a rapid movement of troops 
to give jealoufy for Upper James River, and to inter- 
rupt the courfe of fupplies to the Carolinas. 

The' objeft of co-operation with Lord Cornwallis 
being fulfilled, you arc at liberty to carry on fuch 
dcfultory expeditions for the purpofe of deftroying 

the 
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» 

the enemy's public (lores and magazines in any pare 

of the Chefapeak, as ypu fhall judge proper. 

If the Admiral, difapproving of PortCmouth, and 
requiring a fortified flation for large fhips in the 
Chefapeak, (hould propofe York Town or Old Point 
Comfort, if poffeflion of either can be acquired and 
piaintained without great rifle or lofs, you are at 
liberty to take poflcffion thereof: but if the objec- 
tions are fuch as yo^i fhall think forcible, you muft, 
after ftating thofc oVjedions, decline it, till (olid 
operations take place in the Chefapeak. 

At to whatever relates to the people of the coun- 
try, their being received and armed, or being more 
for the King's fervice that they fhould remain quietly 
at their houfcs, or refpeding the o^ths that fhould 
be offered to them, or for your general conduA in 
matters of this kind, I refer you to my Inftru6bion$ 
to Major-general Lcflie, and Brigadier- general Ar- 
nold, copies of which will be given to you. 

And concerning your return to this place, you 
will receive cither my orders or Loid Cornwallis's, 
as circum (lances may make neceifary. 

'Tis prefumcd his Lordfhip will be able to fpare 
troops to ftation at Porcfmouth^ &c. but fhould that 
not be the cafe> ^ou are at liberty to leave either the 
regiment of Prince Hereditaire or the feventy-fixth, 
or both, for that purpofe, under any officer, being a 
general officer. Lord Cornwallis may choofe to ap- 
point ; but if it fliould be an officer of your own 
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appointing, with the rank of- Lieutenant-colonel ; I 
think Lieutenaat-colonel Dundas, as bcisg acquain- 
Ud with the fpot, fhould remain. 

It is probable, whenever the objefts of this expe- 
dition are fulfilled, and that you have ftrengthened 
the prefcnc works, and added fuch others as you 
ihall think neccflfary, that you may return to this 
place- •— In which cafe, you muft bring with you 
Brigadier-general Arnold, the Light Infantry, Colonel 
Robinfon's corps, or the feventy-fixth, and, if it 
fhould be poffiblc, the Queen's Rangers. 

The mom^c you have communicated with Lord 
Cornwallis, and heard from his LordlTiip, you arc to 
confider yourfclf as under his Lord(hip*s orders, until 
he, or you Ihall hear further from nie. 

Moft heartily wifliing you fuccefs, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

H. CLINTON. 



NUMBER IV. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clintofi^ K. B. dated 

Teterjburgby in Virginia ^ 20th Afoy, 1 7 8 1 . 

• ■ 

S I R, 

YOU will eaiily conceive how fenlible an affliftion 
it was to mc on entering this province, to receive 

an 



Earl ComvoaiU^s March into yirgiti 



H. 



I 



«n account of the death of my friend General PhiU 
iipS} whofc lofs I cannot fufficiently lament, from 
perfonal or public confideraiions. 
i The corps which I brnught from North Carolina 
arrived here this morning. The information con- 
veyed by your Excellency to General Arnold rela- 
tive to the probable movements of the French arma- 
ment, reOrains me at pref'cni from any material of- 
fenlive operations j but as foon as I can hear any 
fatisfadory accounts of the two fleets, I will endear 
vour to make the beft ufe in my power of the troops 
under my command. General Arnold being of opi- 
nion, that Porcfmouth, with iis prefent garrifon, it 
fecure againft a coup de main, I would wi(h to avoid 
making a precipitate movement towards that place, 
without abfoiute necelTity, becaiife it would Icflen 
our reputation in this province ; but I have fent to 
aflure the commanding ofKcer, that 1 will do every 
thing I can to relieve him in cafe the French (hould at- 
tack the poft. La Fayette is at Willown, on the other 
fide of James River, not far from Richmond : I have 
not heard that Wayne has yet joined him. 

It is with infinite fatisfaftion that I enclofe to youi 
Excellency copies of two letters from Lord Rawdon, 
which have relieved me from the moft cruel anxie- 
ties. His Lordlbip'* great abilities, courage, and 
firmnefs of mind cannot be fufficicutly admired and 
ippUuded. There is now great rcafon to hojje that 
we fhall meet with no ferious misfortune in that 
K province^ 
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province ; if however General Greene fhould perfc* 
vere in carrying on oIFenfivc operations againft it, 
we muft, I think, abandon Camden, and probably 
Ninety-fix, and limit our defence to the Congaree 
and the Santee : this will be only giving up two bad 
pofts, which it is difficult to fupply with pravifions, 
and quitting a part of the country, which for fome 
months paft we have not really poflfefled. 

I have taken every means to inform Major Craig 
of my having pafled the Roanoke ; on which event, 
it was previoufly concerted between us that he 
fhould fall down to bald Head, and from thence 
proceed to Charles-town, as foon as tranfpom arrive 
to carry him. 

The Legion being in the utnioft diftrefs for want 
of arms, cloathing, boots, and indeed appointments 
of alt kinds, I muft beg that your Excellency will 
be pleafed to direA the InfpeAor General to forward 
a fupply of every article with the greateft diipatch. 



a • 



' I have the honour to be. Sec. ' 



CORNWA.LLIS. 






» 
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NUMBER V. 

. §/;^ ftwj): Clinlon to Earl Ctmwalits^ dalfd Nev-^ 
! , , Tork, May z^tb^ 1781. 

FtHcci^Tea July 12, 1781, from Lieut. Col. MacphAftb-T 1 

MY LORD, - J ' ^ . 

I had the honour of writing to your Lordfhip b^ 
Lord Chewton, who failed from hence in the Rich- 
mond the 4th inftant, to join you at Wilmington J 
but your Lordftiip's departure from thence will have 
prevented his meeting you there, and 1 hope he hat 
fince then joined you in the Chefapeak. 

When I firft heard of your Lordftiip's retreat from 
Crofs Creek to Wilmington, I confefs that I was in 
hopes you had reafon to confider Greene fo toralljr 
hers de combat as to be perfeftly at eafc for Lord 
Rawdon's fafciy. And after your arrival at Wil- 
mington I flattered myfelf that, if any change of 
circumftancCB fliould make it neccfTary, you could 
always have been able to march to the Walkamaw, 
where I imagined vcffcls might have pafTcd you over 
to George-town. I cannot therefore conceal from 
your Lordfliip the apprehcnfions I felt on reading 
your letter to me of the 24th ult. wherein you in- 
form me of the critical fituation which you fup- 
pofed the Carolinas to be in, and that you (hould 
K 2 ■^'iwJs\"\ 
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probably attempt to cfFeft a junflion with Major- 
general Phillips. 

Lord Rawdon's oflicer-like and fpirited exer- 
tions, in taking advantage of Gfeene*s having de« 
tached from his army, have indeed eafed me of my 
apprehenfions for the prefent. But in the difordered 
ftate of Carolina and Georgia^ as reprefeated to me 
by Lieutenant-colonel Balfour, I ihall dread what 
may be the confequcnce of your Lord(hip's inove,. 
unlefs a remforcement arrives very foon in Sov(h 
Carolina, and fuch inftru&ions ar^ fcnt to the officer 
commanding there, as may induce him to exert him- 
felf in reftpring tranquillity in that province at lead. 
Thefe I make no doubt your Lordlhip has already 
fent to Lord Rawdon, and that every necefiary mca- 
fure for this purpole will be taken by bis Lordlhip 
in confequence of them, fhould he remain in the 
comnuind. But as there are many officers in the 
regiments coming out who are older than Lord 
Bawdon, I have to lament the probal^lity of his 
being fuperfeded in it, as I can fcarce flatter^ my« 
Iclf that any of them will be.poflelTed of the know- 
ledge requifite for conducting operations in Carolina 
without having ever ferved in that country, or be fo 
competent to the command there as officers of more 
local experience. I therefore beg leave to fubmit to 
your Lordftiip the propriety of fending either Major* 
general Leflie ot Brigadier-general O^Hara to Charles- 
town, to take the conunand of the troops in that 

2 diftridt ; 
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diftrjd ) which in the prcfcnt critical fiiuaiion of 
aflkirs In the Southern Colonies, will cerrtalnly re- 
' ^uirc aA officer of experience, and a 'perfetSt know- 
ledge of the country. Had it been poflible for 
your Lordihip in your letter to me of the loih uk, 
to have inrimated the probability of your intention 
to form a jundtion with General Phillips, I Ihould 
Certainly have endeavoured to have (lopped you, as 
I did then, as well as now, confider fuch a move as 
likely to be dangerous to our interefts in the Sootljern 
Colonies. And this, ray Lord, was not toy only 
fear ; for I will be free to own, that I was ap|)Tr- 
henfive for the corps under your Lordfliips imme- 
diate orders, as well as for that under Lord Rawdon : 
and I lliould not liaVe thought even the one under 
Major-general Phillips in fefccy at Pcierftjurg, at leaffc 
for fo long a lime, had I not fortunately on hearing 
of your being at Wilmington fent another detach- 
ment from this army to reinforce him. 

] am perfuaded your Lordlhip will have the good- 
Dcfs to excufe my faying thus much ; but what » 
done, cannot now be altered : and as your Lordlhip 
has chougi^t proper to mike this decIGon. i (hall 
moft gladly avail myfelf of your very able aflidance 
in carryiog,«p fuch operations as you (hall jifdge 
belt ityVWginia, until we are compelled, as 1 fear 
we moft be, by the climate, to bring them more 
norehwariJ. Your I^rdQiip will have been informed 
of jgt/^ ideas refpe&ing operations to the aonhward 
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of the Caf6lina5, by my inftruSions to the different 
General officers detached to the Chefapeak ; and the 
fubftancc of Ibmc converfations ivith General- Phillipf' 
on ' that fubjeA, which I committed to writing and 
fent to hin> with my lad difpatch^ with dire6bions to 
communicate it to your Lordlhip. By thefe your 
Ldrdlhip will obfcrvc that my firft obje6l has ever 
been a co-operation with your meafures ; but your 
Lbrdihip's ficuation at different periods, made it ne« 
ceflary for me-occafionally to vary my inftru£lions 
ta-thofe General 6fficers according to circumftances. 
They were originally direfted to aflift your Lord- 
ihip's operations in fecuring South and recovering 
North Carolina; their attention was afterwards point- 
ed .to the faving South Carolina; and now your 
Lordftiip may poffibly Aink it neceffary to employ 
your force in recoHrering both or either of thofe pro- 
vinces, by cither a tliredt or indireft operation. 
With refpeft to- the firft, your Lordfhip muft be the 
fole judge; with refpeft to the laft, you have my 
opinions, which may however probably give way to 
yours, fliould they differ from them, as they will 
have the' •advantage of being formed on the fpor, 
and upon circumftances, which at this diftancc I 
cannot of courfe judge of: I (hall therefore leave 
them totally to your Lordfhip to decide upon, until 
you either hear from mc or we meet. 

I (hould be happy to be able to afcertain the time 
when our reinforcments may arrive ; but as I have 

received 
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received no letters from the minifter of a later date 

■ 

than the 7th of February, I am at a lofs to guefs 
how foon we may cxpedl ihem. As I had judged 
the force I fent to the Chefapcak fully fuffident for 
all operations there, even though we Ihould extend 
them to the Experiment (mentioned in the conver- 
liitions referred to) at the Weftern Head of Chefapeak 
afkbou.t Baltimore, &c, and your Lordfhip will per- 
ceive that it was Generals Phillips and Arnold's opi-^ 
©ion, they were fufEcient for eyen that on the Eaftern 5 
(whic^ however might certainly Acquire a much 
greater force,) it is poffible that, the additional corps 
your Lordfliip has, brought with you, may enablq 
you to feturn fomcthing to me for this poll : but \ 
beg your Lordlhip will by no means confider this as 
ajcall ; for I would' rather content myfclf with ever 
fo bare a defendve^ until there was an appearance of 
ferious operations againfl me, than cramp yours in 
the lead. But (as I faid in a former letter) I truft to 
your Lord(hip*s difint^reftednefs, that you will not 
require from me more troops than are abfolutely 
wanted \ and that you will recollect a circumftance, 
which I am ever aware of in carrying on operations 
in the Chefapeak, whjch is, that they can be no 
longer fecure than whilft we are fuperior at fca, 
That we fhaU i:«main fo> I .moft finperdy hope ; nor 
have I any reafon to^fufpeft we (hall not: \^t at alt 
cvcfits, I may at If^ad expert timely imfbrmation will 
be fent me of Uic contrary being likely to happen. 

In 
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In which cafe I hope your Lordfhip may be able 
to place your army in a fccure fituation during fuch* 
temporary inconvenience ; for (hould it become per- 
manent I need not fay what our profpe6is xti thi^ 
country arc likely to be. The Admiral being now 
off the Hook, gites. me an opportunity of commu- 
eating with him by letter; and I have in the moft 
prefllng terms requefted his attention to the CheGi- 
peak, having repeatedly told him, that (hould the 
enemy poflcfs it even for forty-eight hours ybur 
Lordlhip's operations there may be expofed to mod 
imminent danger. General Robertfon has alfo en- 
deavoured to imprefs him with the fame ideas; but 
until I have an anfwer in writing I cannot be furc 
that he will^ as I do^ confider the Chefapeak as 
the firft objeft. For he at prcfcnt fcems rather in- 
dined to lead his fleet to open the Port of Rhode- 
Mand, and to cruifc to the northward of Nantucket, 
for a fleet which he has heard is coming from Europe 
with a fmall reinforcement to the French armament, 
and which I am of opinion is bound to Rhodelfland. 
I have, however, taken every occafion to reprcfent 
to him the nfcceflity of hearty co- operation and com- 
munication ; if they fail^ I am determined it (hall 
not be on my fide. 

The requilttions y<nir Lordfhip has made in your 
Icttcf to me of the 20th inflant, for horfe accoutre- 
ments, &c. (hall be fupplied to the utmoft extent 
of our abilities s and the indofed extracts of- letters 

from 
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from Lcitenant-coloncl Innes to his deputy at Charlcs- 
Towrij &c. will explain to your Lordfhip why they 
are not more-ample. 

June: I ft. I have .this moment received the Ad- 
miral's anfwer to my letter; and I aip to fuppofc 
from it that he will do every thing in his. power 
to guard the Chcfapeak. The copy is. inclofed for 
your Lordihip's information. I heartily wifh he may 
continue in this difpofitron; the neceiiity of which 
^ I (hall not fail to urge by every op|K>rtunity he may 
give me of communicating with him. ^ 

As I (hall frequently fend one -of my advice boats 
td your Lordfhip with iny information which may 
deferve your attention^ I hope to heiar often frbm 
you by the fame conveyance. Lord Chew ton has a 
cypher^ which was giv^a him for that purpofe ; but 
ihould-he' not have jqinediyou, we olay make ufe of 
Cobnel Dundas's until he .does. 

I (hall fpare your Lordfhip and myfelF the pain 
. of faying much to. you on the lofs of oui^ valuable 
friend i I feel it toafenfibly for expreflion. .' 

I have the honour tQ be, &c. 



■ fl 



H. . C L I N T O N. 
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Earl Cornzvaltis to' Sir Heury Clinton, K. B. dated^ 
" ■ Porifmiutbi Virginiay July i^y 1781. 



\ ■ • 



SI R, i' ■ ^ -» ' 

'* I FIND by your Excellency's letter of the .a9ih 
. of May, delivered tp me' by . Lieuteodnt- Qolonel 
M^PherfonroTiillllie 12th of this months that neither 
my march from Crofs Creek to Wilmington, pr from 
thence to Pecer/burg,)n(>ects ivith your Apprpbation. 
The move frofn;Crofs:Civek toiWilmingtoA was ab* 
. foluttlynecefTat-y, fucb'was theifituadaa-and didrefs 
of the troops* ;' and fo .girai;- were, the fiifFt^iings; of the 
fick and wounded, that I bad ho optiatr iifr. I tried 
many metlicxls of infofrhiiig Lord. Rawdoii.iof it; 
they all failed. I had Jefc fuirh.a f6rce.iixiLS6uth\Cji« 
rolina,: that,. if Lord. R^wdontiould^ have had timely 
notice of the probability of General Greene*a .moving 
towards .that province, i.ahd'i00uld have* called in 
Lieutenant colonel Watfon, General Greene would 
not hdvc ventured to have placed himfclf before 
Camden. 

Qn the 22d of April I received a difpatch from 
Lieutenant- colonel Balfour, inclofing a letter from 
Lord Rawdon of the 13th, apprizing him of General 
(irecnc's approach, and faying that he could not hope 
CO get Lieurenant-coloncl Watfon to him in time ; 

and 
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atjd:that he had then at leaft- fifteen days provifion. 
The fate ,oi the garrifon. of Canaden muft have 
bc?p decided before I could have hoped to have 
reached the Pedee. or Waggamaw. I .had then no 
,i;ertainty of being able to get vcflels in time to aflift 
in paffing the latter. From Wilmington to the 

.Waggamaw is a perfedt dcfert •, and indeed in. all that 
low country it is i^wpofljble to fubfift in the fumraer> 
for want of waterco turn the mills« , 

' Had z misfortune happened to Lord Rawdon's 
corps, I knew that the whole country Eaft of Santec 

, and Pedee would be in arms againft us* I therefore did 
not think that I could, with thirteen hundred infan- 
try and two hundred cavalry, undertake fuch a 

. inarch, and the paflage of two fuch rivers ^a^ the Pe- 
dee an4*S^ntee, without expofing the corps under ^my 
oommand to the utmoit hazard of difgrace and ruin. 
I^ on the contrary. Lord Rawdon fhould have ef- 
feAed his retreat froai CanKJcn, and have aflembled 
his whole force 'Weft of Santee, I was convinced 
that General Greene could do no effectual mifchief 
but over-running the back country, w hich I fliould 
arrive too late to prevent^ and which different corps 
of the rebels have conftantly done ever fince the firft 
battle of Camden, exclufive only of the ground on 
which our forts were conftrufted. I (hould therefore 
have carried back my army to South Carolina, giving 
every advantage to General Greene's movement, in 
order to commence a defenfive war on the frontiers 

La Qi 



"jS arrejpondcnee t'elaHve t^' 

of that province, which I have long fine* dtelared; 
both to yourfelf and to the minifter, to be in my opi- 
nion impraflicable, againft the rebellious inhabitants 
fupported by a continental army. In the meafUfc! 
which I purfued, I neither rilkcd my own corps or 
Major-general Phillips's, being detefmined to return 
to WiTmington from Halifax,' unlefs I heard from 
that officer that I could join hii^ with fafety J the 
great quantity of provifions, whidTI was credibly 



informed I (hould find at Halifax, would eaGly ena- 
ble me to retUfti. Major-genei?al Phillips could be 
In no danger, as I had written exprcfsly to him* to 
take no meafures in confequcnce of nf^y letter that 
could expoie his cbrps to hazard ; and indeed I can- 
not help obfcrving, that in this inftancc your Excel- 
lency feems to think the force of Virginia nrjore for- 
midable than you have done on fonle other occafions. 
With the warmeft zeal for the ftrvice of my king and 
country, I am confcious that my judgement is liable 
CO error. Perhaps, in the difficult fituation I was in 
at Wilmington, the meafure which I adopted was not 
the beft ; but I have at leaft the fatisfaftion to find, 
by the intercepted letters of the 14th of May, from 
General Greene to Baron Steuben, that it was not 
agreeable to his wifhes that I came into Virginia, 

I have the honour to be. Sec. 

CORNWALL IS, 

CORRES* 
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PART III. 

RELATIVE TO THE OPERATIONS 

I N V I R G I N I A. 
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N U M B E H I. 



Earl Comwallis to Sir Henry QintoHy dated Byrd^s 
Plantation^ James River ^ . M^ 26, 1 7 8 1 . 

SIR, 

IH AVE confcntcd to the rcqucft of Brigadier-gene- 
ral Arnold to go to New York ; he conceives 
- that your Excellency wiflies him to attend you there, 
-and his prefent iodifpofition renders hini unequal to 
the fatigne of fervicc* He will rcprefcnt the horrid 
' cnprmitics which are committed by our privateers in 

Chefapeak- 



/ 



So Cerre/pondence relative to the 

thit fome remedy may be applied to an evil wKich is 
fo very prejudicial tff his Majafiy's fervice. 

.L 'Jbfivcihthp^oorto^bcy.&c. } 

CORN W>AL LIS, 



NUMBER '^n, ' 

Eari emwaHiftff Sir -Henry- Cimtm,-K:-B, dated 
Syrd'j PiaiffaiioHt Norib of Janus RiveTf 26tbof 
May, 1761,- 

;. SIR, - ,- 

THE reirtfoJ-cement it fefely -arrived in James 
River, and I opened ail your difpatchcs to poor 
Phillips, markedOfti/r Majeftfi Jtrvice. 

Ihope that jour Excellency has received my let- 
ters from Wihntngton, and one of the 20th from 
PeteHburgh ; se- the Utter went by an uncertain con- 
veyance, I fend a (duplicate! of it. 

The arrival of the rnnforcenient has made me eafy 

about Porifmouth for the prefent. I have fcnt Gc- 

' ftcral Leflie thither with the feventeenih regiment and 

'the two batralions of Anfpacb, keeping the'forty- 

' third regiment with the army. I (hall now proceed 

to didodgc! La Fayette from Richmond^ and with 

my light troops to dcftroy any m^azines or ftores in • 

' the neighbourhood which may have been coHtffted 

4 cither 
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either for his ufe or for General Greene's army. From 
thence I purpofe to move to the Neck at WilliamC- 
burgh^ which is reprefented as healthy, and where 
fome fubfiftence may be procured ; and keep myfelf 
unengaged from operations which might interfere 
with your plan for the campaign, until I have the fa- 
tisfaftion of hearing from you. I hope I (hall then 
have an opportunity to receive better information 
than has hitherto been in my power to procure, rela- 
tive to a proper harbour and place of arms. At pre- 
fent I am inclined to think well of York. The ob- 
je&ions to Portfmouth are, that it cannot be made 
ftrong without an army to defend it, that it is re- 
markably unhealthy, and can give no protedlion to a 
Ihip of theline» Wayne has not yet joined La Fay- 
ette; nor can I pofitively ^learn where he is, nor 
• what is his force. Greene's cavalry are faid to be 
coming this way ^ but I have no certain accounts 
of it. 

Your Excellency defires Generals Phillips and Ar- 
nold to give you their opinion relative to Mr. Alexan- 
^tr^% propofal. As General Arnold goes ro New 
York by the firft fafe conveyance, you v/ill have an 
opjportunity of hearing his fcntiments in person. 

Experience has made me lefs fanguine, and more 
arrangements fcem to me neceflary for \o important 
an expedition than appear to occur to General Ar- 
nold. 

M Mr. 
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Mr. Alexander's converfations bear too ftrong ^ rc- 
femblance to tbofc of the cmiflarics from North 
Carolina to give me much confidence; and^ from the 
experience I have had» and the dangers I have under* 
gone, one maxim appears to rne to be abfolutely^ 
nccelTary for the fafe and honourable condu6t of this 
war, which ts^ that we fliould have as few pods as 
poflible, iand that wherever the King's troops are, 
they fhould be in refpeftable force. By the vi- 
gorous exertions of the prefcpt governors of Ame- 
rica, large bodies of nien are foon colleded ) and 
I have too often obfervcd, that when a ftorm threa* 
tens our friends jdifappear. 

In regard to taking pofTeflion of Philadelphia by 
an incurfion, (even if prafticable,) without an in- 
tention of keeping or burning it, (neither of which 
appear to be advifeable,) I (hould apprehend it 
would do more harm than good to the caufe of Bri- 
tain. 

I (hall take the liberty of repeating, that, if ofTenfive 
war is intended, Virginia appears to me to be the only 
province in which it can be carried on, and in which 
there is a ftake. But to reduce the province, and 
keep poflfeffioo of the country, a confiderable army 
would be neceffary j for, with a fmall force, the bufi- 
nefs would probably terminate unfavourably, though 
the beginning might be fuccefsful. In cafe it is 
thought expedient, and a proper army for the attempt 
fan be formed, I hope your Excellency will do me 

3 ' the 
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the juftice to believe^ that I neither wifh nor expeft 
to have the command of it, leaving you at New York 
on the defenfive. Such fentiments are fo far from 
my heart, that I can with great truth aflure yoo» 
that few things could giVe me greater pleafure thaa 
being relieved by your prefence from a fituation of fo 
much anxiety and refponfibility. 

By my letter of the 20th, your Excellency will 
obferve, that, inftead of thinking it pofllble to do 
any thing in North Carolina, I am of opinion that it 
is doubtful whether we can keep the pods in the back 
part of South Carolina; and 1 believe 1 have ftated, 
in former letters, the infinite difficulty of proteding 
a frontier of three hundred miles againft a perfevering 
enemy, in a country where we have no water commu* . 
jiication, and where few of the inhabiunts arc aftive 
or ufeful friends. 

In enumerating the corps employed in the Southern 
Diftrid, your Excellency will recollcft that they arc 
all very weak, and that fomeof the Britifh as well as 
Provincial regiments retain nothing but the name. 

Ovir wcakncfs at Guildford was not owing to any 
detachment, unlefs that with the baggage ; but to • 
our loffes by adtion, fickncfs, &c. during the winter's 
campaign. 

I faw with concern that you thought. Lieutenant* 
colonel Balfour had aded injudicioufly in fending 
home fome tranfports. That bufineft has, I appre* 
icnd, been mifreprefented by perfons intereftcd in 

M a \nxivdvw^ 
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retaining rotten veflels in the fervice of Govern- 
ment. The circumftances I do not now perfedlly 
recolleft, but 1 believe you will find that the (hips 
fent home u ere cither vidtuallers, which the Treafury 
defired in the ftrongeft manner, or tranfports which 
were fo exceedingly bad that they could never have 
gooe out with fafety, after a ftay of three months in 
Charles-town harbour. Whatever was done in it was 
with my approbation at the time, appearing evidently 
for the good of the fervice : I, therefore, think it 
my duty to exculpate Lieutenant-colonel Balfour, 
whom I have found, on all occafions, a mod zealous, 
intelligent, and deferving officer. 

Colonel Robinfon's corps is fo weak, and deierts 
fo faft, that at the recommendation of General Ar-r 
nold, I have confented that it Ihall return in the * 
tranfports to New- York, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 
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NUMBER IIL 

Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Major-general Phillips^ 
. dated March 14,1781, bal/pajl Two. 

[Received at'Peterfbnrge by Jlarl Corhwallls, May 20.] 

DEAR PHILLIPS, 

' BY the enclofed from the Admiral you will fee 
that the want of intelligence has again loft us a fair 
opportunity of giving *^ a mortal blow:" 1 hope, 
however, he will ftill overtake them before they 
reach Chcfapeak ; they faile'd in a friow ftorm on 
Wednefday, and I fear he was not dut of Gardiner*$ 
Bay till Saturday. He was, howeve(;^ left purfuing 
on the nth, with all his coppers and a fair wind. 
I think, if he does not overtake them at fca, they 
will not rifle an adion in Lynhaven-bay, and will 
therefbre proceed with their whole fleet to York, 
as I told the Admiral they would, and there, perhaps, 
lay ; and I had almoft faid fafcinate the Admiral till 
another fleet arrives -, if from Europe, it ought not 
to come without a hint from thence ; from the Weft 
Indies it will not probably come unaccompanied by 
our friend Sir George. 'Tis poflible it only means 
*to fee the trarffports off the Chefapeak, and then 
proceed to the fVeft-Indies with the fleet of men of 
war ; 'tis poflible^ alfo, that the whole is gone to the 

Weft. 



86 Correfpondence relative to the 

Weff-Indies, for it is a bold move to evacuate Rhode- 
iOand, and proceed to the Cbefapeak (o encumbered, 
liable to be followed by an unencumbered fuperior 
copper fleet. God fend our old Admiral fuccefs ! 
I depend on early information from you> and Ihall 
prepare for every poffible event. — Recolle£fc that we 
have not a (ingle tranfport till you fend fome. With 
every wi(h for your health and fucccis. 

Believe me, &c, 

H. CLINTON. 

The fchooner fiiall attend you, though we can ill 
fpare her. As often as poflTible communicate by 
thefe vefTels ; they n^ake their pa0age better than the 
frigates. 

P. S. I have received yqai^^letters. 

In addition to what I have written above, pray ob- 
ferve me well in what I am faying. 

I think, if the French are gone to Chefapeak, 
they will flielter themfclves in York- River. — The 
Admiral will immediately hold bis ufual. language-^ 
fchat he waits for the army. That from South-Caro^ 
lina cannot cohie, as Colond Balfour has very inju« 
dicioufly fent home the tranfports. — I cannot move 
a man till you fend back tranfports ; but, if he pro- 
pofes any thing to you, he mud firft declare in 
writing^fitiyely what he thinks his fleet will do, or 

at 



tleall attempt, ibrfore you can decide i and thfn, 
fj»frer confuhing your officers, kc me know your 
opinion what can be donC) and what land force k 
''twill require to do k. If all agree that thcjr iWIl be 
■tinattackable in that ftatiou, it muft be blocked, and 
•-tl»ea we muft do our beft to aiTift Lord Cornwallis's 
operations, or carry on dcfukory operations in the 
Chefapeak till feme other plan can be fettled i buE all 
.tauSt be fettled in formal council. 



NUMBER IV. 



wi 



Sir Hixry Clintcn, K. B. to Major-general PbiMipt, 

dated New-Torkt March 24, 1781. 

[Received by Earl CornwaUis at Pctertburg, May ao.] 

DEAR SIR, 
t' I'BELIEVE that Lord Cornwallis has fimfhed 
Ilis campaign, and, if report fays true, very haod- 
ibmcly, by taking all Greene's cannon, and rccovcr- 
""g the greatcft part oi his own rricn who had been 
made prifoners by Mr. Greene. — If that Dwuld be 
the cafe, and Lord Cornwallis does not want any 
co-operation to affift him, and you fee no profpeft of 
ftriklng an important ftroke elfewhere, I Ihall pro- 
bably requeft you and General Arnold to return to 
, tORj with fuch uoops as 1 have alrcadY nxmcd \ti w^ 



I 
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iiaflradbnfi.. But all this will depend on the infoc- 
maxion I^sdl receive from you, and your opinion 
refpedii^ the poll ac Portfmouch^ and fuch others as 



yo\^ljmfok to eftablilh on James river, with their 
knp^Rnce confidered, either as affifting Lord Corn- 
wallis's operations, or conned:ed with thofe of (he 
navy. 

When you return, you will be pleafed to bring 
with you a fmall proportion of howitzes, mortars, 
cohorns, &c. fo placed in the veflel in which they 
are embarked, as to be ready to land direAly, as it 
is very likely we may proceed upon fome operation 
immediately on .your arrival, 

I believe Fayette is intrenched at Annapolis, and 
that his corps docs not now exceed nine hundred 
men, though he ftarted with thirteen hundred. You 
may pollibly attempt him in earned 2 — he wijl^ at all 
events, fervc as a mafk to your return to us. 

You will probably hear from Lord Cornwallis be- 
fore you determine on any attempt at a diftance from 
him. — I wilh mi^ch to know what troops he thinks 
he can fparc irom the troops under his Lordlhip's 
immediate orders ; for, till I do, 'cis impofliblc to fix 
any plan. — Three complete regiments will, I hope, 
arrive at Qiarles-town in the courfe of a few days, if 
Captain Elphinfton Ihould think it too early in the 
feafon to come direftly here i and three more arc 
hourly expcdled from the Weft-IndieSj both which 
dJvJGons will, of courfe, join m^ 
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The French certainly expeft an early reinforce- 
ment j if it comes from Europe, wc muft, I think, 
hear from thence long before it arrives; if from the 
Havannah, copper-bottomed floops or frigates, which 
the Admiral will doubtlefs have on the look out, 
•will announce their arrival, and give you time 'to 
derermine what, in that cafe, will be beO: to be done* 
— And here I take the liberty of hinting to you, 
that (from the appearance on the map) when you 
have once obtained a naval force in Curratdck and 
Albemarle Scninds, by holding the bridges of Pequi- 
mans and Pafquotank rivers, you fecurc a fhort paf- 
fage acrofs the Albemarle-found, and communication 
with Lord Cornwallis ; or, by deftroying the bridges 
on thofe rivers, you prevent the enemy's approach by 
the bridge at North Weft landing. 

Upon thofe hints I requeft your opinion, in cypher,. 
as foon as poffible. — In the mean time I fball pre- 
pare for what may probably be your determination, 
after {alking with Brigadier-general Arnold. 

I beg you will be fo good to forward the enclofed 
to Lieutenant-colonel Moncrief by the firft oppor«» 
tunity to Charles-town, and that you will bring Mr. 
Fyers, of the corps of engineers, with you, when 
you return to ;his place. 

I have the honour to be &c. 

H. CLINTON. 

N P.S. 
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P. S. Pray fend Brigadier-general Arnold here by 
the firft good opportunity, if you fhould not have, 
particular occafion for his fervices. 



N U M B E R V. 

Sir Henry Clinton y K. J5, to Major General Phillip 

dated NeW'Tork, Jpril ii, 1781. 
[Received by Earl Corawallisy at Peteffburg, May 24t][ 

' Your letter of the 3d inftanr, by Captain Chads, 
which I am this day tavoured with^ makes me ap-- 
prchenfive left you may have mifconceived my in- 
tentions with regard to the order in which I wifliec) 
that the different objcfts recommended to you in my 
inftru6lions fhould be attended to ; and that your 
havinv in confequence propofed to commence with, 
ftrengthening the works at Portfmoqth, may occji- 
fion fome delay of the operations deiired to filvour 
thofc of Lord Cornwallis, wbofc fituation after the 
i&Aon of the 15th ulr. might not only derive the* 
grcateft advantage from, but indeed might poffibly 
be fo critical as even to require a timely exertion of 
the troops under your command. 

You will, therefore, have the goodnefs to forgive 
me, if 1 requeft you to recolleft, that at the time 
tbofe inftruAions were, drawn up. General Arnold 
>V?s partly inycftcd by a confiderable body of mili- 
tia. 
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tia, and threatened with an attack from the French 
armament from Rhode-ifland, and Fayette*s corps 
then on their march to Virginia, whrch naturally 
pointed out the fecurity of himy the troops under bis 
orders^ and the pojls on Eli%abetb -river ^ as the prin^ 
cipaJ object of your expedition; which words were 
certainly intended to mean no more than relieving 
^em from their fuppofed danger, by either forming 
a junction with General Arnold, or taking fuch mca- 
fures againft the enemies oppofed to him as might 
moft eflfeftually enable you to throw into his lines an 
immediate fupply of provifions and men ; for how 
could I imagine that the poft at' Portfmouth, which 
General Arnold had but juft informed me, in his: 
Jetter of the 47th of February, he could defend 
againft the force of the country, and two thoufand 
French troops, until a reinforcement arrived frofrt 
hence, would require additional works for its fecu- 
rity, after you had joined him with fo confidcrable 
a reihfbrcement, or was adling againft the rebel fta- 
tions in its neighbourhood ? And I could not but 
fuppofe that you yourfelf comprehended what I in- 
tended to be the firft objeft of my inftrudions, when 
you tell me in your letter, by Serjeant Coulter, that 
the propofcd confultation would go, ^^ in the firft in-^ 
** fiance to the fecurity of fhisfofi, and in the- next to 
** the fulfilling the firfi object of your Excellency's 
^ inftrufticms.*' Whichj (excufc me for repeating 
it) has been invariably in all my inftruftions to the 

N a General 



9^? Correfpondente relative to the 

General- officers fcnt to the Chefapeak, operation in 
favour of Lord Cornwallis. But, if you will have the 
goodnefs to read thofe I gave you once niore, I am 
fure you will perceive that what I have faid about 
firengthening the frefent works on EltT^abeth-river^ and 
adding fucb others a^syoujhall think neceffary^ is placed 
iubfequent in order to moft of the other objcfts re- 
commended to you, and they were of courfe deGgn^ 
to have been taken into confideration after thofe had 
been accompliflied, and you were upon the point of 
returning to me with part of your prefent force. 

I am always happy to receive your opinions refpcft- 
ing the different operations of the war in this coun- 
try, particularly thofe immediately connefted with 
your own ftation. I, therefore, of courfe, fliall pay 
every attention to what you fay about the poft at 
Portfmouth, and feel myfelf greatly obliged to you 
for the trouble you have taken to invelligate its good 
and bad properties. My ideas of a poft on Eliza* 
beth-river have continued uniformly the fame fince 
I firft took a view of it, having always confidcred it 
merely as a ftation to protect the King's fliips, which 
might occafionally fail from thence to cruize in the 
waters of the Chefapeak^ and command its entrance. 
I, therefore, only wiflicd to have there fuch a num- 
ber of troops as might be fufficient for its defence, 
and which, being occafionally reinforced, as clrcum- 
ftances (hould require and our abilities admit, might 
a<fb offcnfively in diftreffing and embarrafting the 
4 - meafures 
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meafures of the enemy in its neighbourhood. —For, 
God forbid I ihould think of burying the elite of 
my army in Nanfemond and Princefs Anne ! thefe 
ideas I commumicated to the General officers I fent oh 
that fervice ; and they each adopted fuch as appeared 
€0 them beft calculated to anfwep the intended purpofe^ 
My own opinion indeed was that we fhould poflefs 
a clofe work at Mill Point ^^ (which Fyers fortified by 
my order in 1776, as he will remember,) another at 
Norfolk^ and a third fomewhere on the oppofite jUU 
of the river : but as I had been there only for a very 
Ihort time, I could not of courfc but be influenced 
by the reprefentacions of the General officers and 
Engineers on the fpot, who had more time, and 
better opportunity to examine all the different pofi- 
tions on that river. General Leflie therefore having 
informed me that he had, with the unanimous fuf- 
frage of the fea and land officers on the expedition, 
made choice of Portfmouth, (which probably he 
did with a view of putting our friends of Princefs 
Anne, &c. under cover and protection, but, by your 
account, a fmall houfe, I fear, will be fufficient for 
them all,) and his Engineer, Captain Sutherland, ha- 
ving in confcquence began a work there, which he 
was of opinion could in a few days be in a fiate to be 
perfedtly fecure with a fmall garrifon-; I was induced 
to recommend to General Arnold the occupying the 
fame ground : and though I mud do the juftice to 
that General officer to acknowledge that he gave me, 

in 
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in his letter of the 23d of January, a very different 
rcprefcntation of the poft at Portfmouth, fronn the 
one given me by Major-general Lcflie ; circum- 
ftances became fo critical at the time I received it, 
in confequence of the French preparations at Rhodc- 
Ifland> and the numerous militia who were colleA- 
ingin Virginia and North Carolina, that I thought it 
an improper time to change the flation^ becaufe good 
or bad, fuch as it was> it muft for the prcfcnt be de- 
fended. I accordingly thought it right to defer, to 
fome more proper occafion, the writing to General 
Arnold on the fubjeft ; and I was afterwards happy 
to find by his letter to me of the 27th- of February, 
that his works there were in fuch forwardnefs -, and 
that he was even preparing to fend up James River, 
an expedition of five hundred men. AH thefc cir- 
cumftances confidered, I was led to fuppofe that the 
poft at Portfmoutb, was now rendered an eligible one 
by the manner in which it was fortified. However, 
as I intimated before, it is by no means a pofition of 
my choice, and if you and General Arnold have 
fuch good rcafons to condemrt it, it may • be right 
to return to our original objcft, a Jiation to protect 
the King'sJlnpSy which is capable of being maintainedjy a 
garrifon of about five or fix hundred men \ and if Mill- 
Point will anfwcr thefe purpofes without Norfolk, 
and the correfponding Aation on the oppofite fide 
of the river, I can have no objcdlion ; but leave it 

to 
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to you to adt as you judge belt for the King*s 

fervice. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

H- CLINTON. 



NUMBER VI. 

Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Major-General ThilUps^ 

dated NeW'Tork^ April 16th, 1781. 

^Received by Earl Cornwallis, at Pcterfburg, May 24.3 

DEAR SIR, 

YOUR letters of the 15th, 16th, 18 th, and 19th 
inftant, were delivered to me on the aid by Captain 
Biggs of his Majcfty's (hip Amphitrite. And I 
ihould have now entered largely into, and given a 
detail anfwcr (agreeable to your defire) to the feveral 
fubjefts thereof, if I had not from the purport of 
Lord Cornwal)is*s letter of the loth, and yours of 
the 19th, judged it to be unneceiTary at prefent to give 
cither you or myfelf that trouble. 

What you fay in your letter of the 15th inftant, 
refpedting the poft at Portfmouth, and the -choice of 
another fomewhcre clfe on Elizabeth River, you will 
find fully anfwered in mine to you of the nth which 
accompanies this : for (though written above a fort* 
right fince) I had no fafe opportunity before the pre- 
fent of fending it to you. 

Lord 
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Lord Cornwallis's arrival at Wilmington has con- 
fiderably changed the complexion of our affairs to 
the fouthward> and all operations to the northward 
mud probably give place to thofe in favour of his 
Lordftiip, which at prefent appear to require our 
more immediate attention. I know nothing of his 
Lordfhip's (ituation but what I have learnt from his 
letter to me of the lotbj which you have read j and 
as I have the ftrongefl; reafon to believe that he had 
above three thoufand men (exclufive of cavalry and 
militia) when he entered North Carolina^ I am to- 
tally at a lofs to conjeflure how his numbers came 
to be reduced before the day of aftion to one thou- 
fand three hundred and fixry infantry, except .by 
fuppofing (as you have done) that he had previoufly 
weakened his army by detachments. Of this how- 
ever, I (ball probably be informed when I receive 
the copy of his Lordfhip's letter to the Miniftcr ; 
and I fhall mod likely be at the fame time informed 
what profpe£ls he may ilill have of arming the 
numerous friends we were taught to cxpedt his find- 
ing in the diftridts he has vifited in his march to, 
and retreat from, Guildford -, without whofe aflif- 
tance we {hall, I fear, hold tbofe provinces by a very 
precarious tenure. 

I had great hopes before I received Lord Corn* 
wallis's letter, that his Lordlhip would have been in 
a condition to have fpared a confidcrable part of his 
army from Carolina for the operations in Chcafapeak, 

but 
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tut you will obferve from it that, inftead of fending 
any part of his prcfcnt force thither, he propofes 
to detain a part of the reinforcement coming from 
Europe for his more fouthern operations, even though 
they fhould be defenfive. I fhall therefore take the 
opinions of the General officers near me upon the 
{irefent ftate of our affairs, and I propoie afterwards 
to fend you fuch a further detachment from this 
army 98 we may judge can be done with tolerable 
ftcnrity to this poft, at lead while we remain fuperior 
ait fea. 

With fo large a force as you will then have, I 
flatter myfclf that you will be able to make the moft 
cfFcftual exertions either direftly or indiredly in Lord 
Cornwallis's favour, as far as your efforts on the 
ihores of the Chcfapeak can co-operate with what 
he may be doing in Carolina. What thefe, however, 
may be, you, as being upon the fpot, muft cer- 
tainly be the beft judge, until you cither hear further 
from or fee his Lordihip. 

In yours and Brigadier General Arnold's joint 
letter, you mention that from one thoufand fix hun- 
dred to two thoufand more men, would enable you to . 
take a poft in force at Peterfburg ; from whence you 
might break up Mr. Greene*s cofnmunications with 
Virginia, and in co-operation with L^rd Cornwallis, 
probably difperfe the ilfcbel army. And that you 
could moreover, with this increafed ftrength, attempt 
Fayette's corps, Baltimore, and Annapolis, with great 
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probability of fuccefs, and finally attempt Philadel- 
phia, and cake poft in the lower counties of De- 
laware, for which you apprehend your force would 
then be fufficicnr. 

The fecurity of the two Carolinas is certainly an 
objefl of the greateft importance, and (hould at all 
events be firft attended to. Succefs alio againll an/ 
confidcrable corps of the enemy, which may be col- 
ledled any where within reach, and the taking or 
deftroying their public ftores, magazines, &c. arc 
undoubtedly very important advantages. But there 
is in my humble opinion ftill another operation, 
which if fuccefsful. would be moft folidly decifive in 
its confequences, and is therefore well worth our 
confideration. It is the trying tlic fame experiment 
(^which has hitherto unfortunately not fuccceded to 
the fouthward) in other diilri6\s, which have been 
reprefented as moil friendly 'to the King's interefts. 
Virginia has been in general, looked upon as univer- 
fally hoftilc; Maryland has not been as yet tried, 
but is fuppolcd to be not quite lb mucii fo : but the 
inhabitants of Pennfylvania on both fides of the Suf- 
quehannah, York, Lancaller, Chcfter, and the Pc- 
i)infula between Chefapcak and Delaware, are re- 
prefented to me to be friendly. There or there- 
abouts, I think this experiment (hould now be tried, 
but it cannot be done fairly until we have a force 
fufEcient not only to go there, but to retain a re- 
fpcdablc hold of the country afterwards, Ihould it 

be 
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be judged necefiary, I wifh that our numbers were 
competent to the occupying two correfponding fta- 
tio'ns at Baltimore and Elk river. Agreeable to what 
I mentioned to you in the converfarions we h^ve 
had together on this fubjeft, to which that you m^iy 
be able on occafion to refer, I have committed the 
fubftance of them to writing, and fend them to you 
inclofed. This I (hould have done fooner, had I had 
a fafe opportunity before, I have now the greater 
reaibn to be convinced that the opinions I then gave 
you were right, from a converfation I have fince had 
with a very intelligent friend of ours from the 
country, known to Colonel Simcoe, who goes to you 
by this opportunity, and will be able to give you 
the fulleft information thereon. 

April 30th. I expefted that the Medea would have 
been fent to Lord Cornwallis, and that Captain 
Duncan would have been appointed by the Admiral 
to conduft the naval operations in the Chefapeak, 
for which he is particularly qualified from his know- 
ledge of thofe waters, and his having had the ma- 
nagement of that bufinefs in Lord Howe's command. 
But the Admiral has jufl: wrote to me that he cannot 
poflil^ly at prefent fpare Captain Duncan, and that 
he has appointed Captain Hudfon of the R.ichmond 
to carry my difpatches to Chefaptrak and C.ipe Fear, 
any afterwards attend this fcrvicc. My difpatches 
will therefore go in her under the charge of Lord 
Cbcwton, and as we both know Captain Hudfon'^ 
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great zeal to co-operate with the troops on all occa- 
fions, I hope every thing will go on under his direc- 
tion perfcftly to your fatiifaftion. 

I htive the honour to be, &c. 

H. CLINTON. 

Inclofed in No. VI. 

Suijlance of Jevcral Convlrfations bad with Major^ 
genenal Phillips^ on the SubjeSl of Operations in the 
Cbefapeak^ before bis Embarkation on bis Expedition 
thitber. 

[Received by Earl Cornwallis at Peterfturg, May 24.] 

UNTIL I know Lord Cornwallis's fuccefs to the 
fouthward, and what force can be fpared from the 
fouthern diftrift for further operations, and until the 
reinforcements expected to this army arrive; fuch 
troops as are in the Chcfapeak may be employee}^ 
firft in aflifting his Lordftiip's operations, and then 
in either eftablifliing a permanent poft near the en- 
trance of that bay, (if the naval commander does not 
jqpprove of the one in Elizabeth River,) where large 
flilps as well as fmall may lie in fccurity during any 
temporary fuperiority of t\it cnemy*s fleet ; or if 
fuch a pod: cannot be found, in employing what 
remains of the fcafon in carrying on dcfultory expe- 
ditions againft fuch towns, ftations, magazines, &c« 
t$ the enemy may have there ; — to convince thofe 
people more by what we can do, than what we 

4 really 
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r^lly do, that they are in our power; and finalljr^ 
in purfuing the fame plan (fupporting friends,) in a 
more northerly and healthy dimate. . 

With regard to a ftation for the proteftion of the 
King's fhips, I know of no place fo proper as York 
Town, if it could be taken poflcffion of, fortified, 
and garrrifoned with one thoufand men; — as, by 
having one thoufand more at a poft fomewhere in 
Elizabeth River, York and James Rivers would be 
ours, and our cruizers might command the, waters 
cf the Chefapeak. Troops might likewife be fpared 
from' thefe pofts to carry on expeditions during the 
fummer months, when probably nothing can be 
rifkcd in that climate but water movements. But 
if the Heights of York and thofc on Gloucefter fide 
cannot be fo well and fb foon fortified as to render 
that poft hors d'infult, before the enemy can movt 
m force, &c. againft it, it may not be advifcable to 
attempt it : in that cafe, fomeching may pofBbly be 
done at Old Point Comfort to cover large (hips ly- 
ing in Hampton Koad, (which is reckoned a good 
one, and not fo liable to injury from gales at N. E, 
as that of York, particularly in winter.) If neither 
can be fecured, we muft content ourfclves with keep- 
ing the Chefapeak, with frigates and other armed 
veffels, which will always find fecurity, againft a 
fuperior naval force, in Elizabeth River. As our 
operations in proper feafon may re-commence in the 
Upper James, perhaps a ftation might be found ac 

tb9 
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the entrance of the narrows of that riVcr that may 
be of ufc in future day, and held with a fmall force. 
James-town feems a proper fpot for fuch a ftation ; 
as does the place where the narrows and windings 
begin. 

At a proper time of the year operations muft ftill 
go northward — cither by a direft movement — fta- 
tioning your fupplies in the navigable rivers whick 
lie favourable fof it — in which you are, ho^^'ever^ 
cxpofed to a temporary naval fuperiority of the cne* 
my — or by proceeding up the Chefapeak, if a force 
equal to the attempt can be collefted ; (for when it 
can, I (hould propofe to take a ftation, threatening 
all the provinces bordering on Chefapeak with a de- 
fultory warj) prevent thofc provinces from being 
fuccoured; — by menacing communications; and 
availing ourfelves of a fuppofcd numerous band of 
friends, who otherwife may be forced to arm againft 
us. Had we a force fufficient for two movements, 
that would be beft ; — four thoufand men to proceed 
in tranfports up to Baltimore, taking a ftation within 
a certain diftance of the Sufquchannah, and having 
veffds always ready for a rapid move with part, or 
even the whole, to a correfponding ftation in the 
Eaftern Neck ; while a corps of ten thoufand men, 
or more, (according to the force that can be brought 
againft you,) occupies the Eaftern Neck, and can, 
in its turn, fuccour the weftern corps. Whether the 
eaftern corps acts abnc, or in co-operation, it muft 

he 
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be In very great force for reafons obvious. I do not 
know enough of this Neck to fay what force^ or 
M^hecber any, can be placed in fecurity. The moft 
advanced ftation would certainly be the beft, parti- 
cularly at firft, to enable our friends, who, we arc 
told, are at Lancaifter, Little' York-town, and Chef- 
tcr, to join us. — Iron Hill may perhaps be it ; and 
as marihy creeks run up from Delaware and Chefa'- 
peak, the heads of which are not far afunder, many 
good pofts may be found for corps of different 
firength ; — for while we command thafc bays, there 
(;an be no danger of operation againil: our flanks and 
rear ; and if the enemy (hould be fuperior in one, 
he cannot be fo in both : — we fhould therefore 
have always a communication open. This corps 
fiiould be very flrong indeed, — or there fhould be 
one adting in favour of it in Jerfey. The preference 
muft be given to that plan, againfl which Wafhing- 
ton can bring the leafl force. He undoubtedly can 
bring a greater force into Jerfey than any where, as 
the New-England troops may be prevailed on to go 
there, — and they cannot fo cafily be drawn into the 
Eaflern Neck, or even over the Delaware. Befidcs, 
if Wafhington moves into Jerfey, his meal and flour 
have bo:h but a fhort portage ; but once deprived of 
the eaflern counties, his cattle in th:3t cafe coming 
chiefly from New England, will increafe his diffi- 
culty of fubfiftence ; for as we may, under thofe cir- 
cuniflances, attempt to occupy King's Ferry, he will 
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be reduced to the Detour. I therefore fliould pre- 
fer a fingle corps in the Eaftern Neckr^fufficicnt, 
however, for the purpofe. As the French have ad- 
ded confiderably to Waihington's force^ I do not 
think an army lefs than Sir William Howe had could 
be fufficient — fifteen thoufand men* But where are 
they to be found > My whole force^ rank and file» 
.fit for dutyj is nearly twenty-four thoufand. It 
is prefumed Lord Comwallis will be content with 
fix thoufand for the fouthward ; two thoufand we 
. fuppofe in the Chefapeak — twelve thoufand are re- 
quired for New York ; — there remains only four 
thoufand for that operation. I did exped: ten thou- 
fand men as an augmentation to my prefent army.— - 
Had they come, this projeft might have taken place; 
but I am now told, I am to ex[)eft only four thou* 
fand — which will not be fufficient. — However, 
once convinced that the French will not fend rein- 
forcement, and that we (hall be permanently fupe- 
lior at fea, and have an adive co-operating naval 
commander, — I Ihould be tempted to try: — but 
until all this combines, 1 dare not : — and if it is 
delayed too long, our friends in Pennfylvania may be 
forced from us, or cajoled. 

If we could hold the Chefapeak by the pods on 
Elizabeth and York rivers, Oxford, and Port Pcnn, 
and the two Eaftern on the fea-cofts, and threaten 
our enemies of Virginia and Maryland, and proteft 
our friends of all tbefc countries, I think we (hould 
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In that cafe leave the French little to induce them ta 
fupport the war, 

26/i April. Thefe however I give you merely 
as my opinions dt the time we talked this on {vfoh 
jeft ; — and they will influence youi of courfe^ no 
further, than as they correfpond with your owa 
how. 

With rcfpeft to the number and difpofition of 

friends in Pennfylvaniaj 1 am telling you more what 

1 wiih than what I expeft to find; for we have 

t)een too often deceived by repreientations of fan* 

guine friends* 

H- CLINTON> 
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(Secret, and mofl: private,) 

Sir Henry Clinton^ K. B. to Major-general Phillifs, 

dated New Tork^ ^oth Aprils i78i. 

IRcccivcd by Earl Cornwallif at Pctcrfburg,} 

Dear Phillips^ 
I CANNOT judge from Lord Comwallis's let- 
ter, whether he propofes any further operations in 
the Carolinas — what they may be —and how far you 
can operate in his favour. If I was to give a pri- 
vate opinion from reading his letter — I would fay, I 
cannot conceive from it that he has any offenfivc ob- 

P ' jeft 
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jc<St in view. He fays, that North-Carolina i^ ft 
country, in which it is impoflible for an army to 
a£t or move without the affiftance of friends : he 
do^ not feem to think we have any there • — nor do 
you. I (hall give no opinion refpefting tha* at pre- 
fcnc, or until I receive his Lbrdlhip's account of the 
ftatc of the. province, and of his winter campaign. 

His Lordfhip- tells me that he wants reinforce- 
ment. — With nine Britifli battalions, and detach- 
ments from feven more^ (befides thofe from the Ar- 
tillery and fcventecnth Dragoons) — five Heflian bat- 
talions, and a detachment of Yagers — and eleven 
Provincial battalions, exclufive of the cavalry and 
infantry of the Legion, and the Provincial Light In- 
fantry ; — I would afk,— How can that be poflible ? 
And if it is, what hopes can I have of a force fuf- 
ficicnt to undertake any folid operation ? 
- To be brief -^ If his Lordfliip propofes no opera- 
tion to you foon, and you fee none that will operate 
for him dirtdly — (that is, before the firft of June,) 
— I think the bcft indirect one in his favour will be, 
what you and General Arnold propofed to me in No. lo. 
of your joint letter of the i8th inftant, beginning 
with the attempt on Philadelphia. The only rifk you 
run is from a temporary fupcriority of the enemy 
at fea. — I-and and naval reinforcements from France 
arc talked of — If diey come immediately from Eu- 
rope, we mud have fome information of them, and 
they will, I hopr, be followed ; — if from the Weft- 

"" Indies^ 
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Indies, I hope the fame. It is however an important 
move, and ought (in my opinion) to be tried, even 
with fome rifk. If our friends are as numerous and 
hearty as Colonel Rankin reprefents them to be, with 
their afliftance added to what you cafry thither, you 
will be able to maintain yourfelf. But if, after ha- 
ving given the experiment a fair trial, you find it 
will not do J you may either retire to Portfraouth, 
or by tranfports and boats in Delaware pafs to Jer- 
fey — where, at all events, I muft pick you up, by 
receiving you at, or near. Mount Holly. Giva me 
timely notice of your intended move, and, if poflible^ 
I will follow you into Delaware with fuch a fmall 
reinforcement as I can at the time fpare. 

As my invitation to Lord Cornwallis to come to 
the Chefapeak was upon a fuppofition that every 
thing would be fettled in the Carolinas, I do not 
think he will come ; — if however, he determines to 
do fo as a vifitor, he will get Barklay or fome other 
to bring him, for the Admiral has this day only 
ordered a fhip for the purpofc — and the one he has 
ordered cannot (I apprehend), g^t over th^ bar of 
Cape Fear. 

Our Admiral is grown, if poffible, more imprac- 
ticable than ever. He fwears to me that he knows 
nothing of his recall — to others he fays,' he is going 
heme immediately. If the next packet does not 
latisfy me in this particular, I (hall probably retire* 
and leave him to Lofd Cornwallis's management. — 
To whom It will be my adv\c^ to u^ ^^ o^"\ ^^-r 
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|>eriment that (in my opinion) can operate^ if thf} 
one in Caroliiiia has failed.-^As: to Virginia, I knowr 
xione which can reduce that province in one cam* 
paign.-»ThqU{gh it is certainly a great exertion, th<^ 
only one that appeafrs to me is the above. If I day 
it fli^U be tried. Without a Cb-opcrating naval 
Chief^ the rilk is doubly great : —it would be fuffi- 
cieiitly fo with one. 3ut if it fucceeds, its confer 
quepces nrtuft be very decifive. 

May 2d. The reinforcement is erpbarked, and 
/alien down to Staten Ifland, where they wait only 
the Admiral*^ pleafure for their proceeding to Chefa^ 
pt2Lk. Two days ago he offered to take them thi- 
ther under the cfcort erf" his fleet-— to-day he writes 
to me, " th^ he thinks he cannot be juftified in 
•* lofing a moment to proceed off the Chefapeak ; 
** but if I think it* of greater confequence to land 
•• the reinforcement of troops propofed to be fcnt 

" there, than to intercept the enemy, he will take 

• . • ■ ■ ■ • I. 

** the tranfports with him — othcrwife, he fhall ccr- 
*• tainly leave them behind, until it is known 
^* where the enemy's fleet is lodged, of which he 
** will tranfmit the carlicft information to me, and 
** then appoint a convoy to bring them on." In 
anfwer, I have acknowledged the very great impor- 
tance of intercepting the French fleet — but that it is 
alfo of importance that this reinforcement Ihould 
join you immediately, and leave to him (as being 
the belt judge) the propereft mode of accomplifhing 
«6 fifety. — TihuJ the mattci'ttfo* 
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Mi9 3^1 A$ I am (from the Admiral*s ftrange 
^6ndud) doubtful when or whether the reinforcc- 
aicnt will ever join you, I dp npt noW fend Colonel 
Rankin to you, as I at firft propofed-^but I enclofe 
his propofals* You will fee by them that he is npt 
fnuch of an officer --r but he appears to be a 
plain^ fenfible man, worth attending to — And Sim- 
coe can explain ^ thoyfapd things reipeding him and 
his alTociates, which I (rannot in a letter. As you 
ftemed to think (before you received Lord Corn- 
wallis's letter) that all direct operations in favour of 
his Lordfhip would ceafe by the end of May ; fhould 
the expedition not fail from hence before the 20th 
inft. and I do not hear further from you, I will not 
fend it ; for, in that cafe, I think the experiment 
on the peninfula may be tried to more advan- 
?^g^ PP Delaware than round by Chefapeak: in 
y^hich cafe I ihall expeft General Arnold and you, 
tvith fuch troops as you can fpare, to meet me at 
the head of Elk or Bohemia, and form a junc- 
tion. I can certainly fpare more troops from hence 
for fuch a move than I can fend to Chefapeak, for 
reafons obvious. Pray let me receive General Ar- 
nold's and your opinions ppon Colonel Rankin's 
propofals as foon as pofllble. I cpnfefs I am not 
fanguine ; but if the experiment can be tried with* 
out any other rifle than from the enemy's fuperiority 
at fea, I (hould wifh to <Jo it. Therefore if Gene- 
ral Arnold and you like it, I Ihall be reconciled to 
ic, znd it fljall be .tried, after I krvQ^R ^ow ^^^v\^^s^^^ 
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on it, and the inclofcd propcfals — and if you ap- 
prove, about what time you think the attempt may 
lake place. I am pcrfuadcd', that on application,. 
Captain Hudfbn will give you a frigate for your 
difpatches. If we move .up Delaware^ Captain 
•Duncan, (Lord Howe's Captain,) will condudt us, 
I have already talked to him on the fubje£b, and 
he approves. 

If Lord Cornwallis propofes any thing neceffary for 
bis operations, you of courfe muft adopt ic if yotr 
can, letting me know your thoughts thereon. But 
fhould his Lordfliip determine on a dcfenfive in the 
Carolinas, he furcly cannpt want any of the European 
reinforcement, and will of courfe fend it to you, and 
all fuch other as fhall arrive. Thus reinforced, if 
after leaving a fufjicient garrifon in Elizabeth river, 
you can proceed to the peninfula ^ I think we (hall be 
in force to give this a fair trial : and I may leave you 
in the command there, un!j:fs things fhould take a 
more favourable turn in the Carolinas, and Lord 
Cornwallis^s prcfencc there be no longer neccflary ; 
for, until they do, I (hould imagine h^>yill not leave. 
Carolina. 

You will think me long-winded. But as fate op- 
portunities are not frequent, I muft make the bed 
ufe I can of this. I refer you for more information 
to Lord Chewcon, who is the bearer of my dif- 

p;^tches. 

H. CLINTON. 
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NUMBER VIII. 

'$ir Henry Clinton^ K. B. to Major-general Phillips, 

dated May ii. 

[Received by Earl Cornwallis at Pcterfburg, May tiJ^J^ 

DEAR PHILLIPS, 

I was in hopes that the fleet would have failed 
long fince, but although the Admiral dates his let- 
ter the I oth, off Sandy Hook, I fear he is {till 
within. 

Report fays that the French had not failed from 
Rhode- Ifland a few days ago, they might, however, 
have failed yefterday: the. only news we have is a 
riot at Philadelphia, and all paper-money xefufcdin 
payment; it works finely, 

Na news ftom Lord Cornwallis fince his letter of 
the loth of April. 

Wafhington fome d^ys fince called in Burgoyne; 

by a letter from him this day, that is countermanded 

or fufpended; their councils feem a little unfettled, 

—it is reported and believed, that the French troops 

are to join Washington, and are now on their 

route. 

I am, &c. 

H. CLINTON. 

Lord Chewton failed three days fince for Lord 

Cornwallis. 

N U M- 
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N U M fi E R IX. 

Sir HtHry Clinton to Earl Cornwallis^ dated Neio^TorJif 

Jtine 15, 1 78 1. 

[Received June 26, ij8i, froto fenfign AmieK] 

MY LORO, 

AS the Admiral has thought proper to ftopt thel 
failing of the convoy with (lores, horfe accoutre- 
ments, &c. (which has been for fome days ready to 
fail to the Chefapcak) without affigning to me any 
feafon for fo doing,- I delay not ^ moment to dif- 
patch a runner to your Lordihip, with a duplicate 
of my letter of the nth inftant, \yhtcfr was to go 
by that opportunity. 

And as I am led to fappofe (from your Lordfliip's 
letter of the 26th ult.) that you may not think it 
expedient to adopt the operations Ihad recommend- 
ed in the Upper Chefapeak, and will by this time 
probably have finiihed thofe you were engaged in, 
I requeft you will immediately embark a part of the 
troops ftated in the letter inclofed (beginning with 
the light infantry, &c.) and fend them to me with 
all poffible difpatch ; for which purpofe. Captain 
Hudfon, or officer commanding the King's (hips, 
will I prefume, upon your Lordfhip's application ap- 
point a proper convoy. 

I (hall likewifc in proper time folicit the Admiral 
10 fend fome more tranfports to the Chefapeak^ in 

which 
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NUMBER IX: 

&r UtHry CUnion to Earl CcrnwalliSi dated Neiv^Torti^ 

June 15, 1781. 

[Received June 26, ij8i^ frdm fenfign Amiel.j 

MY LORO, 

AS the Admiral has thought proper to flop, thel 
failing of the convoy with ftores, horfe accoutre- 
ments, &c. (which has been for fome days ready to 
fail to the Chcfapeak) without affigning to me any 
feafon for fo doing,- I delay not i moment to diC- 
patch a runner to your Lordihip, with a duplicate 
of my letter of the nth inftant, \yhtcfr was to go 
by that opportunity. 

And as I am led to fappofe (from your Lordfliip's 
letter of the 26th ult.) that you may not think it 
expedient to adopt the operations I'had recommend- 
ed in the Upper Chefapeak, and will by this time 
probably have finiihcd thofe you were engaged in, 
I requeft you will immediately embark a part of the 
troops dated in the letter inclofed (beginning with 
the light infantry, &c.) and fend them to me with 
all poflible difpatch ; for which purpofe, Captain 
Hudfon, or ofEcer commanding the King's (hips, 
will I prefume, upon your Lordfhip's application ap- 
point a proper convoy. 

I (hall likewifc in proper time folicit the Admiral 
10 fend fome more tranfports to the Chefapeak, in 

which 
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which your Lordftiip will pleafe to fend hither the 
remaining troops you judge can be fpared from thp 
defence of the pofts you may occupy ; as I do not 
think it advifable to leave more troops in that un- 
healthy climate at this feafon of the year than what 
are abfolutely ^^'anted for a defenfive, and defukory 
¥^ater excurfions. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

H. CLINTON. 



Duplicate inclofed in Number IX. 

Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cornwallis, dated New^ 

Tork, June 11, 1781. 

[Received the 26th of June from Enfign AmieL] 

MY LORD, 

I am honoured with your Lordfliip's letter of the 
a6th ult. and as I am unwilling to jdetain the convoy, 
I fliall not have time to write fo fully to your Lordfliip 
as I would with. 

Relpcfting my opinions of ilations in James and 
York rivers, I (hall beg leave only to refer your Lord- 
(hip to my inftruftions to, and correfpondcnce with. 
Generals Phillips and Arnold ; together with the fub- 
ftance of my converfations with the former; which 
your Lordfliip will have found amongft General PhiK- 

<i^ lips's 
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lips's papen, and to which I referred you in my 
laft difpatch. I fhall, therefore, of courfe, appro^ 
of any alteration your LordOiip may think proper to 
make in thofe< Rations. 

The detacbrAcnts I have made from this army into 
CRefapeak, fince General LeOie's expeditioo in 0<5ta- 
berlafl, incluHve, have amounted to fevcn thoufand 
ieven hundred and twenty-four effeilives-, and at 
the time your Lordfhip made thejunftion with the 
corps' there, there were under Major-genera] Phillips's 
orders five thoufand three hundred and four-, a force 
I Ihould have hoped, would be fufiicient of itfelf to 
tave carried an operations in any of the fouthern pro- 
vinces of America; where, as appears by the inter- 
cepted letters of WaOiington and La Fayettte, they 
are in no fituation to ftand againft even a divifion 
of that army. 

I have no reafon to fuppofe the Continentals under 
La Fayette can exceed one thoufand ; and I am told 
by Lieutenant-colonel Hill, of the ninth raiment, 
that about a fortnight ago, he met at Frederick-town, 
the Pennfylvania line, under Wayne, of about the 
fame number, who were fo difcontented, that their 
officers utre afraid to truft them with ammunition. 
This, however, may have fince altered} and your 
LordAiip may poflibty have oppofed to you, from 
fifteen hundred to two thoufand Continentals, and 
(as La Fayette obferves,) a fmall body of ill ar- 
med pcaljuiDy, full u fpiritlefs as the mUiiia 

of 
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of the fouthern provinces/ and without any fer- 
vice* 

Comparing, therefore, the force now under your 
Lordfhip in the Chefapeak, and that of the enemy 
oppofed- to you (and I think it clearly appears they 
have for the piefent, no intention of fending thitRer 
reinforcements,) I (hould have hoped you would 
have quite fufficient to carry on any operation in Vir- 
ginia ; (hould that have been advifeable at this ad- 
vanced feafon. ^ 

By the intercepted letters, inclofed to your Lord- 
ihip in my laft difpatch, you will obferve, that I am 
threatened with a fiege in this poft. My preient ef- 
fe&ive force is only ten thoufand nine hundred and 
thiry-one. With refpcft to that the enemy may col- 
ledt for fuch an objeft, it is probable they may amount 
to at lead twenty thoufand, befides reinforcement 
to the French, (which, from pretty good authority, 
I have reafon to expeft,} and the numerous militia of 
the five neighbouring provinces. Thus circumftan- 
ced, I am perfuaded, your LordQiip will be of opi- 
nion, that the fooner I concentrate my force the bet- 
ter. Therefore, (unlefs your Lordfhip, after the re- 
ceipt of my letter of the 29th of May, and 8th infl*. 
ihould incline to agree with me in' opinion and judge 
it right to adopt my ideas refpeding the move to 
Baltimore or the Delaware Neck, &c.) I beg leave to 
recommend it to you as foon as you have finiihed 
the aftive operations you may be no^ engaged in, to 

CL^ V»ke 
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take a def<inlive ftaiion, in any healthy finiation you 
chcxjfe, (be it at Williamfburgor Yorrt-:ofcn.) AnJ 
I would wifti in that calf, that after refcivirgtJ 
yoqrfdf fuch troops as you may judge necdTary, 
for an ample defenfive, and detultory movcmeots 
by water, for the purpofe of annoying the enemy's 
commuications, deftroying magazines, &c. the fol- 
lowing corps may be fent to me in fuccellipn as you 
fpare them. 

Two battalions of Light Infantry. 
Forty-third regiment. 
Seventy- fixth or eightieth regiment. 
Two battalions of Anfpach , 
Queen's Rangers, cavalry and infantry. 
Remains of the detachment of 17th Light 
Dragoons \ and fuch proportion of Artillery 
as can be fpared, particularly men. 
Until the arrival of the expefted reinforcements 
from Europe, it will be impoQible for me to judge 
what future operations may be within my power, un- ' 
. der my prefect circumftances. i heartily with I was 
able to fpare a fecond army, after leaving a fufficient 
defenGve for this imporunt poll. But your Lord- 
fhip will, I hope, excufe me, if 1 dilTent from your 
opinion oS the manner in which that army Ihould be 
employed ; for experience ought to convince us, that 
there is no poflibUityof re-eftablifhing order in anyre- 
3, bcllious 
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belllous province on this continent without the heartjr 
affiftance of numerous friends. Thefe, my Lord, arc ' 
noti I thinki to be found in Virginia ; nor dare I 
pofitively aflert, that under our prefent circumftances 
they are to be found in great numbers any where 
elfe^ or that ' their exertions when found will anfwer 
ou^ expectations : h^t I believe there is a greater 
probability of finding them in Pennfylvania than in 
any, except the fouthern provinces* In thefe your 
Lordihtp has already ftiade the experiment ; it has 
there failed — they are gone from us, and I fear arc 
not to be recovered. The only one therefore now re- 
maining is this ; and if I continue in the command I 
am determined to give it a fair trial, whenever it can 
be done with propriety: I am not, however, likely to 
have a choice of operation at leafl for fome time to 
come. Nor can I altogether agree with your Lordfhip, 
in thinking^ that a defultory move againft Philadel- 
phia would do moie harm than good. There, my 
Lord, are collected their principal depots of (lores . 
for the campaign^ an immenfe quantity of European 
and Weft -India commodities, and no inconfiderablc 
fupply of money, which their uninterrupted trade and 
cruifers have lately procured them ; and from thefe 
funds they are now forming a bank' by fubfcription, 
which, if it fucceeds, may give freih vigour to their 
caufe. Could we therefore ac this moment fcize 
thofe important magazines, &c. overfet their fchemes, 
and break up their public credit^ the favourable con« 
^ fcquence 
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fcquences refuking from fuch fuccefs are too obvioci^ 
to need explanation. Afld all this^ my Lord, I have 
no doubt might have been eflfedted if our reinforce* 
ment had arrived in time, and the enemy had no 
profpedl of receiving any without our either keeping 
or deftroying Philadelphia ^ the latter of which is 
foreign to my inclination, and the former is certainly 
at prefent inadvifeable. 

I have the honour to be, &c« 

H. CLINTON. 



N U M B E R X. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 
fFitliamJburgb^ June 30, 178 1. 

SIR, 

AFTER paQing James river, at Wcftover, I moved 
to Hanover court-houfe, and croiTed the South Anna; 
the Marquis de la Fayette marched to his left, keepr • 
ing above at the diftance of about twenty miles. 

By pufhing my light troops over the North Anna, . 
I alarmed the enemy for Frederickfburgh, and for 
the jundtion with General Wayne, who was then 
marching through Maryland. From what I could 
learn q( the prefent ftate of Hunter's iron manufado- 
ry, it did not appear of fo much importance as the 
ftores on the other fide of the coumrj, and it was . 

impoifible 
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impoffible to prevent the junftion between the Mar- 
quis and Wayne: I therefore took advantage of the 
Marquis's paifing the Rhappahannock, and detached 
Lieutenant-colonels Simcoe and Tarlcton to diflrurb 
the aflcmbly then fitting at Charlotteville, and to 
deftrov the ftores there, at Old Albemarle court- 
houfe, and the Point of Fork ; moving with the in- 
fantry to the n)outh of Byrd creek, near the Point of 
Fork, to receive thofe detachments. Lieutenant- 
colonel Tarleton took fome members of the aflfembiy 
at Charlotteville, and deftroyed there and on his re* 
turn one tboufand (land of good arms, fome cloath- 
ing and other ftores, and between four and five hun- 
dred barrels of powder, without oppofition. 

Baron Stuben, who commanded about eight hun- 
dred twelvemonths-men and militia, retired with 
great precipitation from the Point of Fork. Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Simcoe, after ufing every exertion to 
attack his rear-guard, deftroyed there and at places 
adjacent, about three thoufand three hundred ftand 
of arms, moft of which unferviceable, but then un- 
der repair, fome fait, hacnefs, &c. and about one 
hundred and fifty barrels of powder. I then moved 
by Richmond, and arrived at Williamft)urgh on 
the 25th inftant, having, in addition to the articles 
already mentioned, deftroyed on this expedition at 
different places above 2000 hogiheads of tobacco, 
and a great number of iron guns, and brought off 
6)ur bnis thirtcctt-hich morurs, five brais eight-inch 

howitzes 
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howitzes, and four long brafs nine-poundes, aTl 
French. We found near Hapover court-houfe ten 
French brafs twenty-four pounders, which we could 
not carry.andhadnot timeor means to dcftroj* farther 
than fpiking, and throwing five or fix of them into 
the Pamunkeyi and we found at WiDiamfburgh a 
conGderfible quantity of (hoc and IheJls, which- are 
embarked. General Wayne joined the Marquis 
about the middle of the month, as did Baron Stuben 
fuon afier ; and their army has generally kept about 
twenty miles from us, without any material attempt 
by detachment, except in an attack on Lieuttnant- 
colonel Simcoe, on the 26th, as he was returning 
with his corps and the yagers from the deftruAioD 
of feme boats and (lores on the Chickahominy. The 
enemy, though much fupcrior in numbers, were 
repulfed with confiderable lofs, three officers and 
twenty-eight privates were made prifoners : the Ran- 
gers had three officers and thirty privates killed and 
wounded ; Lieutenant Jones, who was killed, be- 
haved with the greateft fpirit, and is much lamented 
by Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe. 

The morning after my arrival here I was honoured 
with your Excellency's difpatches of the tith and 
1 5th inftanr, delivered by Enfign Araiel. By them I 
find, that you think if an ofTenGve army could be 
fpared, it would not be advifable to employ it in this 
province. It is natural for every officer to turn his 
tjioughts particularly to the part of the war in which 

he 
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be has been moft employed s and .as theKecority at 
kaft of South Carolina, if not ihe ceduAion of INorth 
Carolifla, ftemed to be generally expe&od^iroin me^ 
both in tbiaxouQtrjr and in England j i tkoughcmy- 
icrlf called upon> after the experiment I had roade 
bad failed, to point out tihe only (node in oiy opinion 
of effecting it, and to declare, that until Virginia was 
io a d^ee fubjeded, we could not reduce Nort-h 
Carolina, or have any certain hold of the back coun- 
try of South Carolina \ the want of navigation ren- 
dering it impoffible to maintain a fufBcient army in 
cither of thofe provinces at a confiderable diftance 
■ from the coaft, and the men and riches of Virginia fur- 
nifliing ample fupplies to the rebel fouthern army. I 
will not fay much in praife of the militia of the fou- 
thern colonies ; but the HQ: of Britifh officers and 
ibldiers killed and wounded by them flnce lad June, 
proves but too fatally that they are not wholly con- 
temptible. 

Your Excellency being charged with the weight 
of the whole American war, your opinions of courfc 
are lefs partial, and are directed to all its parts; to 
thofe opinions it is my duty implicitly to fubmit. 

Being in the place of General Phillips, I thought 
mylelf called upon by you to give my opinion with 
all deference on Mr. Alexander's propofals, and the at- 
tempt upon Philadelphia. Having experienced much 
difappointment on that head, I own I would cauti« 
oufly engage in meafures depending materially for 

R • their 
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their fuccefs on eke aftive tffiftance from the countrf^ 
and I thought the attempt on Philadelphia would do 
mote barm xk^n good to the caufe. of Britaifi i be* 
caule, fuppofing it pra&Icable tio get pofleffion of 
the town, (whicb> befidea other dbftaclea^ if the fe* 
dodbts are kept up, woidd not be «afy) we could 
not hope to arrive without their having had fuS- 
cient warning of our approach to enable them to fecuro 
fpccie, and the greated pare of their valuable public 
ftores, by means of their boats and {hipping, which 
]give them certain pofleiHon of the river from Mud 
Ifland upwards. The difcriminating of the owners^ 
and deftroying any confiderablc quantity of Weft 
India goods, and other merchandize difperfed through 
a great town, wrthoot burning the whole together, 
would be a work of much time and labour. Our 
nppdirance there, without an intention to ftay, might 
give fall'e hopes to many friends, and occafion their 
ruin; and any unlucky accident on our retreat^ 
might furnifh matter for great triumph to ourcno* 
inie$. However^ my opinion on that fubjeft is, at 
prefcnt, of no great importancei. as it appears, from 
yotir Excellency's difpajches, that, in the execution 
of thc^e ideas, a co-operation was intended from 
your fide, which now could not be depended upon, 
from the uncertainty of the ptrnlancncy of our naval 
fapcriorny^ and your api^reheii(k)ns of an intended 
ft:rious attempt upon New York. I have, therefore, 
loft no time ift taking meafures for complying with 

the 
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tht-rtquiritioD contained ip yourdifpatchof cbc 15th' 
inltant. 

Upon viewing York» I was clearly of opinion»_ 
that ic far exceeds our power, confiftcnt witb yont 
plans, to make fate defcnfive pods there nnd at 
Gloucefter, both of which would be oeceOiiry tor the 
protoflion of ftiippjng. 

The ftate of the tranfporBp has not yet been re- 
pofted to me, but I have ordered tlie few that are 
at Portfmouih to be got ready; ajid ai foon as I pa(t 
James River (for which purpofe the boats att coU 
kffling), and can get a convoy, they (ball be diC- 
patched with as many iroops as they will cuntaio, 
and ihall be followed by others as faft as you fend 
tranfports to receive them. When I ia Porifmouth, 
J (hall give my opinion of the number of men ne- 
ceflary for its defence, or of any other pod that may 
be thought more proper. But as magazines, &c, 
may be deflroyed by cccafional expeditions from 
New York, and there is little chance of being able 
to eftabli(h a poft capable of giving ctFeftual pro- 
ledion to Hiips of war, I fubmit it to your Excel- 
lency's confideration, whether it is worth while to 
hold a fickly defenfivc poft in this Bay, which will 
always be expofed to a fudden French attack, and, 
which experience has now fliewn, makes no diver- 
fion in favour of the fouthern army. 

Tarleton was lucky enough to intercept an exprefa 
with letters from Greene to La f ayeitc, of which 
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'the inclofed'are copies. By them you wHl fee Gsneral 
Greene's intention of coming to the northward, and 
that part of the reinforcements, deftined for his army, 
was ftoppid in confcquerce of my arrival here. As- 
foon as it is evident that our phn is nearly defenfive 
here, there can be li^tJe doubt of his returning to 
the foutliv'.'-:.^', and of the reinforcements proceeding 

■to join his army. * w r-* 

I ftiircontrnue in tlie-moft painful anxiety for the 

jfituation of South Carolinii*. Your Excellency will 
have received accounts ofLord Rawdon's proceed- 
ings previous to his arrival at Monk's Corner, and of 
his intended operations. My laft acctiunt from him 
is in a note to Lieutenant Colonel Balfour, daied trie 
grh inftani at Four Hole Bridge, and he was then in 
great hopes of being in time to fave Crugcr. I have 
ordered Colonel Gould to proceed, as foon as convoy 
could be procured, with the nineteenth and thirtieth 
regiments to New York, leaving the third regiment 
and the flank companies in South Carolina, till yoiir 
pleafure is known. I named the flank companiei, 
becaufe they might be dillant at the time of the ar- 
rival of the ordvr, and as a corps capable of exertion 
is much Wanted on that fcrvice. 

Your Excellency well knows my opinion of ad»- 
fenfiv* war on the frontiers of South Catt>Iina. 
From the ftate of Lord Rawdon's health. It is im- 
pofTihle that he lmh remain ; ibr which reafon, al- 
though the coniu^aud in that quarter can cm^ be at- 
tended 



I 



I 



Operations to Vtrgima. iz^ 

.teqdcd %vltb mortificacion and difappointment^y.ety as 1 
came to America with no other view than to ende&vcnqr 
to be ufeful to my country, and as I do not think 'it 
poflible to. render iany fcrvice in a defenfive fjtuation 
here, I am willing to repair to Charles-town if ygu 
approve of it 5 and in the mean time, I ihall do evcirjr 
thing in.my power to arrange matters here till I have 
your anfwer. 

Major Craig reprefented fo ftrongly to Lord Raw- 
• don his regret at leaving the diftreffed Loyalifts in 
the neighbourhood of Wilmington, and hi& hopes -of 
a confiderable infurrcdtion in the lower part of North 
Carolina, where the enemy have no force, that his 
Lordihip gave him a conditional permiflion to poft* 
pone the evacuation of Wilmington ; but I have nat 
yet learned whether he has availed himfelf of ir. 

La Fayette's, contiaeatals, I believe, conflft of 
about fcventcen or eighteen hundred .men, cxcju- 
five of fome twelvemonth*s men, colleftcd by 
Steuben. He has received confiderable reinforce* 
ments ' of mititia, and about eight hundred mouiv 
tain rifle- men under Campbell. He keeps with his 
main body about eighteen' or twenty miles from' us; 
bis advanced corps about ten or twelve; probably 
with an intention of infulting our rear guard when 
wc pafs James River. I hope, however, to put that 
out of his power, by crofling at James City Ifland; 
and if, I can get a favourable opportunity of ftriking 
a blow at him without lofs of time, I will certainly 

try 
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try iC. I wilt likewUe attempt water expedition's, if 
proper objefts Itfefeat thcmrdvcs after mjr arrival at 
Portfmouth. 

I inctofe a report made by Lieutenaat Thomas 
Hagerly, who came with a Captain Fleming from 
Maryland to join us in North Carolina. I feel moft 
Tincerely for the fufferings of the unfortunate Loya- 
lifts; but being of opinion, that a detachment would 
not afford them fubftantial and permanent relief, I 
ftall not venture fuch a fiep, unlefs your Exccltrncy 
fhould think proper to direct it. 

■ \ have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 



NUMBER XI. 



Sir Henry Clinton^ K. B. t§ Earl Ormvallis, iatU 
Ncvf-Torkf Jkiu aS, 1781. [In Cypher.] 

[Received July 8, 1781.J 

MY LORD. 

HAVING for very elTential reafons come to a 

refolutioD of endeavouring by a rapid move to fcize 

the ftorcs, &c. eoUeftcd at Philadelphia, and after- 

1 wards 
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wards to bring the troops e:nployed on that fervice tQ 
reinrorce this pod, I am to requeft^ that if youf 
Ldrdihip has not already embarked the reinforco 
ment I called for in my letters of the Sth, nth, 15th, 
'and 19th iriftant, and fhould not be engs^ed in fome 
irery important move, cither of your own, or in con- 
fcquencc of my ideas refpeding operation in the 
Upper-Chcfapeak, you will be pleafed, as foon as 
poffible, to order an embarkation of the troops 
fpecified below, J and of (lores, &c. &c. ilated ia 
the cnclofed paper ; — or, in as full a manner as 
your Lordfliip can with propriety comply i — rc- 
colledltng, that whatever. may have been taken too 
great a proportKHi of, will be immediately returnee) 
to you the moment the expeditionis over. 

As it is poffible that your Lordfhip may have 
fent Major-general' LeQie to Charles^towr, in cofi- 
fequence of what I (aid to you in my letter of 
the 29th ult. I have thought proper to appoint 
General Rdbertfon to the command of the troops on 
this fervice, which I (hould not have judged necef- 
fary, could I have been certain of his being named 
by yoii to accompany the troops coming hither. 
Should that have been the cafe, your Lordfiiip 

will 

X Second batultoll of light infantry; forty- third regtment; (c« 
l^cnty-fixth or eightieth ; two battalions of Anfpach 5 Queen's ran* 
gcrs, cavalry 9nd infantry > and fuch a proportion ol artillery u 
can be (pared, particularly men. 
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will be pleafcd, nevcrthclefs, to diredl him to pro- 
ceed with the expedicion. 

I have the honour to bc> &c. 

r 

H. C L I N T O N. 

Inclofed in No. XI. 

. Vji of Cannon, Stores, &fr. to be fentfrom Virginiam . 

A R T I L L E R Y, &c. 

Two eight-inch bowitzes, lights 

Two five and a half-inch ditto. 

Two mc'diunf brafs tweIve-pounder$> 

Four brafs fix- pounders, field* picdeS, 

Twelve waggons, without the bodies, for tranlporting 

boats, &c, &c. 
A proportion of carcaffcs. 

VESSELS. 

The floop Formidable, 
Brigantine Spitfire, 
Brigantine Rambler, 

The prize-lhip Tempeft, if fhe can be cnloadcd and 
fitted without delaying the tranfporcs. 

As many horlis as are neceflary for the artillery and 
waggons. 

As many of the firft twenty-four new boats as can 
be fpared. — Thofe with platforms, to have 
cannon mounted in them, and coropleatly fit- 
ted. 



Operaiions in Virginia. IZ9 

f 

ff 

ted, if It can be done without delaying the 
embarkation. — The cannon to be brought 
in the tronrports^ and the boats towed hj 
them. 
Lieutenant Sutherland, of the Engineers, with in-* 
trenching tools, &c. &c. for five hundred men. 



NUMBER XII. 

Eart Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clint OHy K. S* datfi 

Cohbam, July 8, l^Zu 

S I R, 

I WAS this morning honoured with your dif- 
patch of the 28 th ult. The troops are perfeAiy 
ready, and will proceed to Portfmouth to wait the 
arrival of the tranfporti. I will give immediate 
orders about the artillery, ftores, &c. 

The tranfports now at Portfmouth are fufEcient to 
carry the light infantry j I had prepared them to 
receive that corps, and (houtd have fcnt them to you 
in a few days, if your laft order had not arrived. 
In your cyphered difpatch, the fccond battalion of 
light infantry only is mentioned, but I conclude that 
to be a raiftake, and (hall keep both ready to em- 
bark. I take for granted that General Robcrtfon 
will come with the tranfports to take the command 

S qC 
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of the expedition. General Leflie is ftill here, but 
as it was not my intention to have lent him with the 
troops to New- York, and, as he will be the propereft 
perfon to command here in cafe you (hould approve 
of my returning to Charles-town, I (hall not fend 
him on the expedition unlefs it fliall then appear to be 
your Excellency's defire that he Ihould accompany 
General Robertfon. 

I muft again take the liberty of calling your Ex* 
cellency's ferious atrention to the queftion of the 
utility of a defenfive pod in this country, which 
cannot have the fmalleft influence on the war in 
Carolina, and which only gives us fome acres of an 
unhealthy fwamp, and is for ever liable to become 
a prey to a foreign enemy, with a temporary fupc- 
riority at fea. Defultory expeditions in the Chefa- 
peak may be undcrtakeo from New-York with as 
much eafe and more fafety, whenever there is reafon 
to fuppofe that our naval force is likely to be fu- 
perior for two or three months. 

The boats and naval afllftance having been fent to 
me by Captain Hudfon, I marched on the 4th from 
Williamfburgh to a camp which covered a ford into 
the iQand of James-town. The Queen's Rangers 
paffed the river that evening. On the 5rh, I fent 
over all the wheel carriage^, and on the 6ch the bat- 
horfesand baggage of evrry kind, intending to pafs 
Avith the ajmy on the 7th. About noon on the 6th, 
information was brought mc of the approach of the 

I enemy. 
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eaemy^ and about four in the afternoon a large body 
gttacked our out-pofts. Concluding that the enemy 
would not bring a confiderable force within our 
reach, unlefs they fuppofed that nothing was left but 
a rear-guard, I took every means to coi>vince them 
of my weaknefs, and fuffered my piquets to be in- 
fulted and driven back ; nothing, however, appeared 
near us but riflemen and militia till near fun-fet, when 
a body of continentals with artillery began to form . 
in the front of our camp. I then put the troops un- 
der arms, and ordered the army to advance in two 
lines. The attack was began by the firft line with 
great fpirit; there being nothing but militia oppofed 
to the light infantry, the a6lion was foon over on the 
right, but Lieut. Col. Dundas's brigade, confiding of 
the forty-third, feventy-fixrh, and eightieth regiments, 
which formed the left wing, meeting the Pennfylvania 
line, and a detachment of the Marquis de la Fay- 
ette's continentals, with two fix- pounders, a fmart 
, action enfued for fome minutes, when the enemy 
gave way and abandoned their cannon. The caval- 
ry were perfcftly ready to purfue, but the darkneft 
of the evening prevented my being able to make ufe 
of them, I cannot fufficiently commend the fpiric 
and good behaviour of the officers and foldiers of the 
whole army ; but the feventy-fixth and eightieth re- 
giments, on whom the brunt of the aftion fell, had 
an opportufiiiy of dillinguifhing thcmfelves particu* 
larly, and Lieutenant-colonel Dundas's conduft and 

S 2 gallantry 
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gallantry deferve the bigheft praifr. Tlie force of 
the enemy in the field was about two thoufand, and 
their lofs, I believe, between two and three hundred. 
Half an hour more of day-light would have probably' 
given us the greateft part of the corps. 

I haye enclofed a lift of our killed and wounded. 
Wc finished our paflage yefterday, which has been 
an operation of great labour and diiEculty, as the 
river is three miles wide at this place ■, I iiave great 
obligations to Captain Aplin and the officers of the 
navy and fcameni for their great exertions and at- 
tentions on this occafion. 

I have not received the letters your Excellency al- 
ludes to, of the 29th of May, or 8th and i9ih of , 
June. 

I have the honour to be, he. 

CORNWALLIS, 



NUMBER Xni." 

Earl Contwallis to Sir Henry Cliitten^ K. B. dated 
Siifolk, >/)- iz, 1781. 

SIR, 
I ACKNOWLEDGED in my letter of the 8th 
the receipt of your Excellency's difpatch of the 28th 
of June. I have fince been honoured unth that of 

the 
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the I ft, by the Orpheus, and of the duplicates of 
chofe of the 29th of May, 8th and 19th of Jufie, 
by the Charon, the originals of which have mifcar- 

ried. ' 

I have only now to inform your Excellency, that 
every exertion (hall be made to fit out the expedition 
in the compleateft manner without lofs of time, and 
as by your letter to General Leflie you feem to wift 
that he IhouW accompany it, I have fent him di- 
regions for that purpofe. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 



NUMBER XIV. 

r 

Sir Henry Clinton^ K* B. to Earl Cornwallis^ dated 

NeW'Tork^ June 8th, 1 7 8 1 . 

plcceivcd July I2lh, 1781, from Lieut. Col. M^Phcrfon.] 

MY LORD, 
I INCLOSE to your Lordlhlp copies of fome 
intercepted letters : by thefe ybur Lordfliip will fee 
that we are threatened with a fiege. The enemy 
have had bad information refpefting my force ; it is 
not, however, as your Lordlhip knows, what it 
Ought to be. Your Lordfhip will fee by Fayette's 
letter, that you have little more oppofed to yoiii 

thaa 
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than his corps and an unarnie^ militia; for, we arc 
told here, that the Pennfylvania troops have revolted 
a fecond rinne, at York-town. Your LordQiip can 
therefore certainly fpare two thoufand, and the fooncr 
they come the better ; without it fhould be your in* 
tention to adopt my ideas of a move to Baltimore 
or the Delaware Neck, and put yourfelf in nearer 
co-operation with us •, but even in that cafe you can 
fjpare us fomething, I fuppofe. 

I am naturally to expeft reinforcement from Eu* 
rope, but not having heard from thence fince Fe« 
bruary, I can fay nothing pofitive as to when it 
failed. It is rumoured here (from what authority I 
cannot learn) • that the three battalions from Corke 
arc arrived at Charles-town, and that your Lord- 
ihip has ordered them to Chefapeak. Should that 
have been the cafe, I have by this opportunity 
direfted them not to difembark, but to join me here 
as foon as a convoy can be obtained for them \ in 
the firft place becaufe I want them, and in the next, 
becaufe it would be death to them to aft in Chefa- 
peak in July, 

From all the letters I have fcen, I am of opi- 
nion, if circumftances of provifions, (lores, &c. turn 
out as they wifli, that the enemy will certainly attack 
this poft* As for men, for luch an objedk as this 
(circumftanccd as they fuppofe it to be) it cannot 
be doubted that they can raifc a fufficient number. 
By a commiflTary of provifion's intercepted letter, he 

now 
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now feeds (at Weft-point only) eight thoufand, and 
they are coming in very faft. My difpatches for 
your Lordftiip, and the ftores, &c. you fent for, 
have been waiting for a convoy thefe ten days. I 
hope it will fail immediately^ but I difpatch this 
runner in the mean time, referring your Lordfhip to 
the bearer, Lieutenant Nairne, for particulars. 

I requeft that the officer commanding at Portf- 
mouth may have pofirivc orders to difpatch a runner 
once a week while they laft, whether he has any thing 
material.to fay or not. Every circumftance in the prc- 
fent lituation of the corps of this army is of confe* 
quence to know. As your Lordfhip is now fo near, 
it will be unncceflTary for you to fend your difpatehcs 
immediately to the Minifter : you will therefore be 
fo good to fend them to me in future. 

I am much in want of howitzes, &c. I think 
your Lordfhip can fpare fome j if fo, I requeft they 
may be fent, and a good proportion of artillery men 
with them. Captain Fage of t^e Artillery, and 
Lieutenant Sutherland of the Engineers are to return 
here, as I particularly want them ; and Lieutenant 
Fyers, if your Lordfhip can pofSbly fpare him. I 
likev^rife requeft that your Lordfhip will fend General 
Arnold to me. 

I fend by Lieutenant-colonel Macpherfon a com- 
miffion for Colonel Abercrombie to aft as Brigadier- 
general until further orders ; but I fear it will not be 
in my power to eftablifh him in that rank, as I uo- 
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derfiatid there are fix older than him coming; out. 
The commifTion wilt therefore be delivered to your 
Lflrdfhip, to ufe or not as you may fee expedient. 
But at all events I in>agine your Lordfhip will not 
think it neceflary to give the commiffion to Colonel 
Abcrcrombie, whilft Major-general Leilie, or Briga- 
dier-general Arnold, remain with you. 

I am perfuaded that I need not fay to your Lord- 
(hip how neccffiry it is that I ftiould.be informed 
without delay of every change of pofition in your 
Lordlhip's army ; and I am fure you will excufe mc 
for obferving that had it been pollible upon the ar- 
rival of the lad reinforcement from hence (which I 
am told joined you the day after the date of your 
letter of the aoih u!t.) for your Lordihip to have let 
tne know your views and intentions, I ftiould not 
now be at a lofs to judge of the force you might' 
want for your operations. Ignorant therefore as I 
am of them, I can only truft, that as your Lordfliip 
will fee by the inclofed letters, my call for a rein- 
forcement is not a wanton one, you will fend me 
what you can fpare as foon as it may be expedient ; 
for Ihould your Lordfliip be engaged in a move of 
fuch importance as to require the employment of 
your whole force, I would by no means wifti to ftarve 
or obdruft it ; but in. that cafe would rather en- 
deavour to wait a little longer, until my occafions 
grow more urgent, or your lituation can admit of 
your detaching \ of which, however, I requeft to be 
:- . informed 
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informed with all poflible difpatch. But with refpeiSt 
to the European Reinforcement, I muft rcqueft, that 
fhould it arrive in the Chefapeak, it may be fent to 
me without delay, agreeable to the orders I have 
lent to the officer commanding at Portfmouth, and 
the requifition I make by this opportunity to Captain 
Hudfon, or officer commanding the King's (hips. 

Should your Lordfhip not propofe to fend Major- 
general Leflie to command in South Carolina, I beg 
leave to mention that his affiftance may probably be 
wanted here, if he can be fpared from your army. 

I have the honour to be, '&c. 

H. CLINTON. 



NUMBER XV. 

Sir Henry Clinton^ K. B. to Earl ComwaUis, dated 
at NewTorlty i^th of June^ i78i. 

[Received July 12, 1781, from Lieut. Col. M^Pherfon.J 

MY LORD, 

THE Intercepted letters, which I had the honour 
to tranfmit to your Lordfhip with my difpatch of 
the 8 th in ft. will have informed you, that the French 
Admiral meant to efcapc with his fleet to Boftpn^ 
from Rhode Ifland ; (from whence it is probable they 

T faiicd 
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failed the 15th inft. the wind being then fair;) and 
that it was propofed the French army Ihould after- 
wards join fuch troops as Mr. Wafliington could 
aflemble, for the purpofe of making an attempt on 
this poit. 

I have often given it as my opinion to your Lord- 
Ihip, that for fuch an objefl: as this, they certainly 
could raife numbers ; but I very much doubt their 
being able to feed them. I am, however, perfuaded, 
they will attempt the inveftiture of the place. I there- 
fore heartily 'wifh I was more in force, that I might 

» 

be able to take advantage of any falfe movement they 
may maJEe in forming it. 

Should your Lordfhip have any folid operation in 
the Chefapeak to propofe, or have approved of the 
one I mentioned in my former letters, I fhall not, 
as I have already told you, prefs you' for the corps I 
wilhed to have fent me, at lead for the prefent. But 
if, in the approaching inclement feafon, your Lord- 
fhip (hould not think it prudent to undertake ope- 
rations with the troops you have, (and you may eafily 
conceive I cannot poffibly fpare more,) I cannot but 
wifh for their fake, if I had no other motive, that you 
would fend me as foon as pofiible what you can fpare 
from a refpedable defenfive. And that your Lord- 
fhip may beyer judge what I mean by a refpHahU 
defenfive, it is neccITary to inform you, that other 
intelligence, befides Monfieur Barras* letter, makes 

• 

It 
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ic highly probable, that Monfieur de Grafle, will 
vifit this coaft in the hurricane feafon, and bring 
with him troops as well as fhips. But, when 
he hears that your Lordlhip has taken pofleflion of 
York river before him, I think it moft likely he will 
come to Rhode Ifland ; and,^ in that cafe, that their 
firft efforts will be in this quarter. I am, however, 
under no great apprehenfions, as Sir George Rodney 
fcems to have the fame fufpicions of De GraflVs in- 
tention that we have, and will of courfe follow him 
hither. For I think our fituation cannot become 
very cricical, unlefs the enemy by having the com- 
mand of the Sound, ftiould poffefs themfelvcs of 
Long Ifland ; which can never be thfe cafe, whilfl: we 
are fuperior at fea. 

What I faid to your Lord/hip in my letter of the 
8th inft. refpefting the reinforcement from England 
was only occafioned by a report prevailing here, that 
you had ordered them from Charles-town to the 
Chefapeak. But as it is now probable there is no real 
foundation for the report, it is unneceflary to trou- 
ble your Lordftiip again on the fubjcft, as they will 
of courfe remain in South Carolina, fhould they ar- 
rive there. In the hope that your Lordfnip will be 
able to fpare me three thoufand men, I have fent 
two thoufand tons of tranfports from heucc; and 
what is wanting may he made up from thofe in Che- 
fapeak. The corps I named in my letter of the 
nth, will, I imagine, amount to nearly that num* 

T 2 ber. 
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ber. But fhould your Lordfhip not be able to fparc 
the whole, it is neceflary to mention, that I expcdt 
the detachment of the feventeenth dragoons, as they 
happened to be placed laft in the lift. I likewife 
requeft, your Lordfhip will at the fame time fend 
me the twenty-four boats built by General Arnold, 
if you fhould have no particular call for theoi*, as 
they will be ufeful here, and it is probable the ten, 
(which I undcrftand are now building in the Chcfa^ 
peak,) will be fufficient for your Lurdfhip's pur- 
pofcs. But as your Lordfliip will be the b^ft 
judge of this, you will fend them or not, as you 
pleafe. 

I have at laft had a perfonal conference with the 
Vice-admiral 5 and he has agreed, if he docs not in- 
tercept the French fleet, to take his ftation between 
the Nantucket Shoals and Delaware, where his fleet 
is to cruife for the prote£tion of this harbour, and 
pur communication with the Chefapeak. 



I have the honour to be, &c. 



H. CLINTON. 



NUM. 
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NUMBER XVI, 

Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cornzvallis, dated 

NewTork, July \Ji, 1781. 

[Received July 12, 1781, by the Orpheus. j 

MY LORD, 

FOR reafons which I think it unneceflary to 
mention to you by this opportunity, I requeft, that 
^ whatever troops, &c. your Lordfliip' may have em- 
barked for this place, may fail forty-eight hours after 
the departure from the Chefapeak of the frigate 
which carries this letter, and which has orders to re- 
turn whenever your Lordlhip fignifies to the Captain 
of her, that the troops, &c. are all on board, and 
ready to proceed on the intended fervice. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

H. CLINTON. 



NUMBER 
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NUMBER XVII. 

Earl Comwallis to- Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 

Suffolk^ I'-jth'^ulyy 1 781. 

SIR, 
I AM glad to hear from Portfmouth that the ex- 
pedition is almoft ready to fail ; and having given 
General Leflie foil powers relating to the equipment 
of it, I hope it will be to your fatisfaftion, I have 
detained fix infantry boats and four horfe boats for 
the fervicc here, and have directed all the others to 

• • • . 

go, if they can be carried. The twenty-third Light 
Conjpany has done duly for fome time paft With 
the Legion, which is not yet returned from an ex- 
curfion to the upper part of the country -, I have, 
therefore, in place of the twenty-third, fent the 
Light Company of the eightieth. 

The enemy's arnny having come fo low down the 
country, and we having, by the deftruftion of their 
craft, rendered it difficult for them to pafs James 
river below Tuckahoe, and the militia of the upper 
counties of this fide of the river being with them, I 
thought it a good opportunity to endeavour to dc- 
ftroy the magazines between James river and the 
Dan that are dcftined for the ufe of their fouthern 
army. I accordingly detached Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton with the Legion cavalry, and fomething 
3 upwards 
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upwards of one hundred mounted infantry, on the 
9th infiant, from Cobham, with orders to call, 
among other places, at Prince Edward and Bedford 
court houfes, where I was informed their principal 
military (lores had been colleded. This will be a 
fatiguing expedition ; but I (hall be able to give 
them reft upon their return, as I fee little appearance 
of cavalry being much wanted in this quarter for 
focne time to come. In the mean time I ihall re* 
main at, or near, this place till he comes back, 
which I hope will be in a few days. I have de- 
tached Lieutenant-colonel Dundas with part of the 
eightieth, to deftroy the fhipping and (lores at South 
Quay ; and, if po(Iible, I (hall fend a detachment to 
Edenton for the fame purpofe, before I fall back to 
PortfnK>utb. 

Colonel Gould has not received my order for fen- 
ding two of the late-arrived regiments to New- York, 
the cxprefs veflcl with my difpatches having been 
taken by a rebel privateer. And as it appears by 
your Excellency's difpatch to me of the 19th of 
June, that you approve of the three regiments re- 
maining in South Carolina, I have notified this to 
Colonel Gould by the Amphittite, which retook the 
exprefs vefiH, and called here two days ago, in her 
way to Charles- town. 

The variety of fatiguing fervices for which pio- 
neers are conftantly wanted, obliged me to augment 
the detachment with this army to a company of fifty 

men« 
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men, and I appointed Lieutenant Brown of that^corps 
Captain ; and Mr. Jackfon, a NortTi-Carolina refu- 
gee. Lieutenant. Mr. Brown is an old officer of 
pioneers, and in his own line a man of uncommon 
merit. 

The officers of the guards having repeatedly rc- 
prefented the very fuperior merit of Mr. Rufli, their 
furgeon, and his unwearied ^nd fkilful attention to 
their numerous fick and woundedi I think it right 
to mention him to your Excellency, as a man highly 
worthy of a mark of favour. 

I received your Excellency's letter, with the inclo- 
fures relating to the tranfports intended to be fent 
home by the Agent and Lieutenant-colonel Balfour. 
The refolution offending all had been adopted after 
1 left South Carolina, in confequence of the Minif- 
ter*s Circular Letter, and which, if executed, I 
fliould, no doubt, have difapproved of, being* en- 
tirely of opinion with your Excellency, that it is 
with you to decide whether fcrviceable tranfports can 
be fpared. But I am happy to find that Lieutenant- 
colonel Balfour returned to his firft refolution, which 
I approved of, only difpatching viftuallers and un- 
fcrviccable tranfports, and which I hope before now 
has been explained to your Excellency's fatisfadtion. 

It gave me great pleafure to learn from a Charles- 
town paper, lately brought in here, that General 
Greene had raifed the fiege of Ninety-fix, after ha- 
ving been repulfed in an attempt to carry it by 

aflault^ 
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aflaulr, and that Lord Rawdon had arrived there on 
the 20th ult. I have likewife been informed in this 
country that Greene was on his march on the 24th 
uk. towards Broad river. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 



NUMBER XVIII. 

Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Ctmwallis^ dated Head- 
starters y New-21[)rky July nth ^ 1781. 

• [In Cypher, J 

[Received from Brig. Maj. Bowes, July 20th, at i A.M.] 

MY LORD, 
I HAVE received your Lordlhip's letter of the 
30th of June, and the Admiral has difpatched a fri- 
gate with his and my opinions in anfwer to it.* I 
cannot be more explicit by this opportunity than to 
dcfire, that if you have not already pa0Vd the James 
river, you will continue on the Williamfburgh Neck, 
until Ihe arrives with my difpatches by Captain 
Stapleton. If you have pafled, and find it expe- 
dient to recover that ftation, you will pleafe to do 
It, and keep poflcflion until you hear further from 
me. Whatever troops may have been embarked by 

U you 
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you for this place, are likewifc to re.'nain until fur- 
ther orders -, and if they (hould have been failed, and 
within your call, you will be pleafcd to ftop them. 
It is the Admiral's and my wi(h, at all events to hold 
Old Point Comfort, which fecures Hampton road. 

H. CLINTON, 



m^mm 
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I 

Sir Henry Clinton^ K. B. to Earl Comwallis, dated 

New-Tor k, July 15, 1781. 

MY LORD, 
. UNTIL I had the honour to receive vour Lord- 
Ihip's letter of the 8th inftant, I had flattered myftlf, 
that upon re-con fidering the general purport of our 
correfpondence, and General Phillips's papers in your 
pofleffion, you would at Icaft have waited for a line 
from me in anfwer to your letter of the 30th ult. be- 
fore you finally determined upon fo ferious and mor- 
tifying a move as the re-palfing James river, and re- 
tiring with your army to Portfmouth. And I was 
the more induced to hope that this would have been 
the cafe^ as we both (eemed to agree in our opinion 
of the propriety of takiqg a healthy ftation on the 
Neck, between York and James rivers, for the pur- 
pofe of covering, a proper harbour for our line-of- 

battlo 



operations in Virginia ^ 147 

Jjattle <hips. And I am perfuaded your Lordfhip 
will be fcnfible, that in all my letters I clearly leave 
you at full liberty to detain any part, or even the 
whole of the troops I folicited you to fend me, ftiould 
your Lordfliip have determined on any folid opera- 
tion of your own in Virginia, or elfewhere ; or fhould 
you have adopted the one I had recommended in the 
Upper Chefapeak ; or even Ihould you have judged 
their continuance with you neceffary until the fta* 
tions you might think proper to take were rendered 
refpcftably defenfive. 

Your letter of the 30th ult. in which your Lord- 
fliip was pleafed to intimate this intention, did not 
leave the Chefapeak before the 5th in flan 1 1 and as 
foon as I confulced the AdmiraTat the Hook upon its 
contents^ I loft no time in difpatching my anfwer to 
your Lordfliipi both by a (hip of war and one of my 
runners ; but as I now find your Lordfhip has de- 
cided, I (hall fay no more upon the fubjeft : and I 
fincerely congratulate you upon the fucccfs of your 
well concerted plan againft the Marquis de la Fay- 
ette, hoping that amongft other good efFcfts which 
may be expeftcd from it, it will prevent his giving 
you difturbance in the execution of what I rtrcom- 
mended to your Lordfhip in my letter of the nth 
inllanr, a duplicate of which accompanies this. I 
likewife requeft your Lordfhip will be pleafed to 
communicate to Lieutenant-colonels Dundas, Simcoe, 
and Tarleton (whom you have particularifed, the 

firft 
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men you can afterwards fpare from their defenci 
until the firft week in Odobcr; about which time it 
is my intention, as I have before told your Lordfhip, 
to recommence operation in the Chefapeak : but 
whether in Virginia, according to your Lordfhip's 
plan, or in the Upper Chefapeak, according to my 
own, I (hall then determine. If in the firfl, I (hall 
requeft the favour of your Lordfliip to conduft it, 19 
you muft be a better judge than I can, from the local 
knowledge you have acquire^ in your march through 
great part of the country, and your being from thence 
capable of judging how far it is conneded iwith 
the fouthern provinces. If in the laft, I (hall pro- 
bably aflume the direftion of it myfelf ; and I Ihall 
in that cafe be glad to have your Lord(hip*s affiftance : 
but if you (hould prefer returning to Carolina, I (hall 
after that no longer rellrain your Lordfhip from fol- 
lowing your inclinations. 

Now, my Lord, I have only to repeat, what I 
have already faid in all my letters, that you are at 
full liberty to employ all the troops under your im- 
mediate command in. the Chefapeak, if you are of 
opinion they may be wanted for the defence of the 
{lations you fl^all think proper to occupy, fccuring to 
us at leaft a healthy one, from whence we may ftart 
■ at the proper time for beginning operation, and for 

• the carrying on in the interim fuch defultory water 

• expeditions as you may think of any utility. I (hould, 
. indeed, have hoped, that even in the fcalbn for ac- 
tive 
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tive operation, fevcn thoufand men would have been 
quite fufficient, confidering the force which the ene- 
my can bring againft you ; in thrs, however, your 
]L,ordfliip fcems to think differently. Should nothing, 
therefore, happen to induce you to alter your opi- 
nbn, or (hould any objeft caft up of importance 
cqough to be undertakea at this inclement feafon, 
you are at liberty to keep the whole. But before 
you finally decide, I requcfl your Lordftiip ,will re- 
colleft the very bare defenlivc I am reduced to in 
this pod ; whilft 1 have oppofcd to me Wafhington's 
• arm)^, which is already eight or ten thoufand men, 
the French four thoufand, befides the large reinforce- 
ments expefted to them : and I fcarce need mention 
ItO your Lordfli'p, who is fo well acquainted with 
their difpofition, the effeft which fuch an appear- 
ance will have on the numerous* and warlike mijicia 
pf thd five neighbouring provinces. 

I have thfe honour to be, 9tc. 

H. CLINTON, 



N U M- 






i^Z Correfpondence relative to thf 



NUMBER XX. 

« 

Sr Henry Clinton^ K. B. to Earl Connvallis^ dated AVw- 

Torky July 26, 1781. 

MY LORD, 

I HAD the honour to receive your Lordftiip's 
letter, of the 17th inftant, by Major Damer, who 
arrived here the 2 2d, and as it is poflible that my 
difpatches of tha nth may not have reached you 
before the troops' under General Lcflic failed from 
Portfmouth^ and left any change of arrangement 
your Lordfhip may have judged proper in conlc- 
quencc may be thereby prevented, I immediately 
difpatched a runner to cruize for the fleet off the 
Delaware, with orders for the troops, in that cafe, 
to return immediately to you, and wait your further 
commands ; but if you had received my letters by 
Captain Staplcton before they failed, and had, not- 
withftanding, direcSed them to proceed according to 
their original deftination, they are ordered to come 
10 the Hook to receive mine. 

What I faid to your Lordlhip in my letter of the 
19th inftanr, refpefting the continuance of the three 
European regiments in Carolina, was only on a fup- 
pofition that your Lordftiip thought they would be 
wmted there ; but as chat appears not to be the cafe, 

from 
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from your having ordered two of them to join mc, if 
you (hould ftill be of opinion, that they can be fpafed 
during the inaftive fummer months, I hope your 
Lordfhip will think proper to renew your order for 
their coming here, as I Ihall probably want them, 
as well as the troops you may be able to fpare me 
from the Chefapeak, for fuch ofFenfive or defenlivc 
operations as may offer in this quarter, until the 
feafon will admit of their afting in yours, where I 
propofe collefting, in the beginning of Oftober, all 
the force which can be fpared from the different 
p(rils under my command. But if your Lordihip 
wifties that Brigadier General Gould (hould com- 
mand irt Carolina upon the departure of Lord Raw- 
don, I Ihall have no objedion to his remaining be- 
hind for that purpofc. 

I have the honour-to be, &c. 

» H. CLINTON. 



NUMBER XXr. 

Earl CornwalUs to Sir Henry Clint otty K. B. dated I'ork- 
Town^ Virginia, iotb ^uguj^, 178 1. 

S I R, 

I HAVE been honoured with your Excellency's 
difpatches of the 15th and 26tb ulc. 

I h€z. 
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I beg leave to affure your Excellency, that before 
I refolved to pafs James^River to enable me to com- 
ply with your requilition of troops, I had very ma« 
turely confidered the general tenor of your difpatcbcs 
to General Phillips, as well as ihofe to n^ of the 
nth and' 15th of June, delivered on the 26th, by 
]^(ign Amiel ; and when I decided upon that niea- 
fore, I fuSiciently felt I^ow mortifying it was to nne, 
perfonally, and how much the reputation of his Ml* 
jrfty's arms would fuflfer by it in this province. 

But your Excellency was pleafed to give me to 
vnderftanda in your difpacch of the i ith^ t^ac you 
wiCbed to concentrate your force, being tbreateoed 
with an attack at New York by General Waibipg* 
ton with twenty tboufand men at leaft, bcfiides an 
expected French reinforcement, and the numerous 
militia of the five neighbouring provinces ; and, in 
your difpatch of the 15th, fuppofing that I had not 
thought it expedient to engage in operations in the 
Upper Chefapeak, and that thofe I had undertaken 
in this province would be finilhed, you require that 
jl^t of the troops, mentioned in a lift contained in 
the former difpatch, fhould be embarked to be fcnc 
to N^w York with all poffible difpatch ; notifying 
to me, at the fame time, that you would, in proper 
time, folicit the Admiral to fend more tranfports to 
the Che{apeak ; in which you defired that I would 
fend the remaining troops that I judged could bf 
fpared from the defence of the pofts that I might 

occupy 
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liCCDpy, as you did nor think it advifcable to leave 
fBore troops in this unhealry climate, at this feafon 
of the year, ihan what were abfolutcly wanted for a 
defenfivc, and defultory water cxoirfions. 

My own operations being finilhcd, ard being of 
opinion, that, with the force under my command,, 
and circumflanced as I was, in a variety of refpcfts. 
It would -have been highly inconfideratc in me, and 
dangerous for the King's fervicc, to engage in opoi' 
rations in the Upper Chefapeak, I thought it incum- 
bent upon me to take efFcftiial mcalures to enable 
me to obey fo explicit an order withiut lofs of time. 
To this end, as I could not difcover in your inflnici 
ttons to General Phillips, or in your paper contain* 
tng the fubftance of private converfations with him, ■ 
or in your difpatches to me, any earneflncfs fur irri- 
mcdiarely fccuring a harbour for line of battle Hiips, 
I thought myfelf under the necefiity of being con- 
tented with the pod at Portfmouth, fuch as it was; 
for I did not imagine myfelf at liberty to exercife 
my difcretionary power, by changing that poft for 
another, which I knew would have required fo grew 
a part of the troops under my command for many 
weeks, for the purpofes of covering, fublHling, and 
fortifying it, that any offcnfivc or defenfive plans of 
yours, which depended upon material reinforce- 
ment from htnce, might thereby have been totally 
fhit1,ntrd. 
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My refolution to pafs James River was juft cxc- 
.cuted when I received your xdifpatch of the 28th jof 
June, ordering the expedition for the attempt upon 
Philadelphia. That order being likcwifc pofitivc, 
4inie(s I was engaged in any important move of my 
own^ or in operations in the Upper Chefapeak^ I 
felt a particular fatisfaftion that my decilion on }'0ur 
firft order had enabled me to comply fo expediti* 
pufly with this ; and I own, that inflead o( blame, 
1 hoped to have merited approbation. 

I was clearly convinced when I received thofe orders, 
and I cannot yet fee any caufe to alter my opinion, 
that having a fufiicient force remaining for a defen- 
five in the po(t that 1 had refolved . to occupy, ^nd 
for dcfultory water excurfions, if I had detained the 
troops required and fpecificd In your lift, for any 
other reafon than that of being engaged in an im« 
portant move of my own, or , ijn operations in the 
Upper Chefapeak ^nd if in the mean time a mif- 
fortune had happened at New York, or you had 
been difappointed of any material abjed at Phila- 
delphia, my condutl would have been highly and 
dcfcrvedly cenfured. But I acknowledge, I never 
apprehended, even although it might afterwards ap- 
pear that the danger at New York was not irnmi* 
ndilt, nor the attempt upon Philadelphia expedient, 
that I Ihould be fubjedfc to blame for pafling James 
river; a ftep rendered indifpcnfably ncceflary by aa 

obedience 
4 



Operations in Virginia. 157 

obedience of your orders, and for the fafety of the 
troops remaining under my command. 

Your Excellency, after mentioning your intention 
of recommencing operation in the Chefapeak about 
the beginning of October, is pleafed to fay^ that you 
will then determine whether you will ad: in Virginia 
according to my plan, or in t\Sk Upper Chefapeak 
according tp your own. 

It is true, that it is my opinion, that while we 
keep a naval fupcriority, Virginia is, by its navi- 
gable rivers, extremely acceffible ; and that if wc 
have force to accomplifh it, the reduAion of the 
province would be of great advantage to England, 
on account of the value of its trade, the blow that 
it would be to the rebels, and as it would contribute 
to the rcduftion and quiet of the Carolinas. But 
in my fubordinate fituation, being unacquainted with 
the inftrudions of ^miniftration, ignorant of the 
force at your comm^and from other fcrvices, and 
without the power of making the neceffary arrange- 
ments for execution, I can only offer my opinions 
for condderation ; certainly not as plans. I am 
thoroughly fenfible that plans, which elTentially af- 
feA the general conduct of the war, can only come 
from your Excellency, as being in poffeilion of the 
requifite materials for framing them, and of Aie 
power of arranging the means for their execution. 
But whatever plan you may think proper to adopt 
for operations in the Chefapeak, I (hall be moil fin- 

ccrely 
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tcrely concerned if your Excellency fhould be to cir- 
cumftanccd aa not to be able to undertake the exe- 
tutioti of it in perfon ; for the; eircnt muft be of 
|;mc importance to our country, and not only the 
Milicjlry operadons would be beft dire£ted by your 
ftt^ior abilities, but your \;i*eigfat and authority as 
commiffioner, might have the happieft cffedts in 
the civil and political regulation of the country, 
without which^ military fuccefs would not be at- 
tended with folid confequences. However, if your 
Excellency fliould find it ncceflary to dircft me to 
vfidertake the execution of any plan that may be fixed 
upon by you, I (hall make the beft ufe in my power 
of the force put under my command. But as my 
a^ng differently from your ideas or wifhcs, might, 
in many inftances, be attended with great detriment 
to the King's fcrvice, I fhall, if employed, hope to 
be honoured with explicit intrudtions from your 
Excellency on all points that will admit of them. 
• I Biall, by the firft opportunity, acquaint Genera! 
Leflie, that if he can fpare troops from the fervice 
ih South Carolina, you wilh them to be fent to New 
York. But being ignorant of the prefent ftate of 
aBairs, and knowing well that, fince the furrender 
erf Charles-town, the feafons of the year have not 
occafioned military inaftivity in that quarter, 1 can- 
not jtidgc whether your Excellency may expeft any 
rcinforcetocnc from thence. 



As 
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As there appears to be little chance of co-opera- 
tfoti from hence with the troops in that province, 
and as' my communication with it is extremely pre- 
xariouSj I fubmit it to your Excellency's confidera- 
tion, whether it would not be moft expedient to 
tranfmit your commands, relating to the affairs of 
that country, direftly to General Leflie, 

» 

I have the honour ta be, &c. 

COR-N WALLIS. 
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Sir Henry Clinton^ K. B. to Eirl CdrniValIis$ dated 
Head-Barters^ . New-York y July itb, 1 7 8 1 . 

£Rcccivcd July atft, 1781, from Captain Stapleton*] 

MY LORD, 

I AM this moment honoured with your Lordfliip^s 
letter by Enlign Amicl of the 30th ultimo, and am 
very happy to be informed you have had an oppor- 
tunity of deftroying fuch a quantity of arms and 
public ftores, the lofs of which muft be very heavily 
felt by the eacmy. ^ 
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\ By your Lordfliip's anfwcr to my letters of the 
nth and 15th ultimo, (^ which arc the only ones you 
acknowledge the receipt of, and in which I made a 
recjuifition for fome of the corps ferving in the Che- 
fapeak, if you could fp are tbem^) I am toundcrftand 
that your Lordlhip docs not think, that with the re- 
mainder (which would have amounted to at lead four 
thoufand, fupp^ng even that you fcnt me three thou- 
fand,) you could maintain thcpofts I had propofcd to 
be occupied at York-town, &c. fo neceffary in every 
refpedt to cover our fleet, and give us entire Com- 
mand over the entrance of that bay. I therefore 
think proper to' mention to your Lordlhip, that 
whatever my ideas may have been of the force fuf- 
ficicnt to maintain that ftation, ahd the correfpcnd- 
ing one on the Gloucefter fide, your Lordfhip was 
left the fole judge of that fufficicncy to the whole 
amount of the corps under your immediate orders in 
Virginia •, nor did I mean to draw a fingle man from 
you until you had provided for a refpeftable defen- 
five, and retained a Imall corps for defultory water 
expeditions ; for my reqnifition was made after the 
receipt of your Lordihip*s letter of the a$ch of 
May ; from which I apprehend that you had no im^ 
mediate operation of your own to proj^ofe, and did 
not think it expedient to adopt the one I had re- 
commended to General Phillips. But I confefs t 
could not conceive ycu would require above four 
thoufdnd m a ftation whcretil General Arnold hj«d 
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rcprefentcd to mc (upon report of Colonel Simcoe) 
thac. two thoufand men would be amply fufHcienc ; 
and being ilrongly imprcfled wiih the ncceffity of 
our holding a naval ilation for large (hips as well as 
finally and judging that York-town was of impor- 
tance for fecuring fuch a one, I cannot but be con- 
cerned that your Lordfliip ihould fo fuddenly lofe 
fight of ir, pafs James-river, and retire with your 
army to the Gckly poft of Portfirjouth, where your 
horics will, I fear, be (larved^ and T hundred other 
incpnvenienccs will attend you : and thi5, nny \joxA^ 
as )'OU arc pleafed to fay, bepaufe you were of opi* 
nion that it exceeded your power, ccnfiilent with 
my plans, to m^ke fafc defenfive pofts there and at 
Glouceftcr. My plans, my Lord, were to draw from 
Chcfapeak, as well for the f^ikc of ih^ir health, as 
for a neceflary defenfive in this iniportant poft, fuch 
troops as your Lordihip could fpare froni a refpec^a* 
Uc defenfive of York, Gloucefter^ or fuch other Ra- 
tion as was proper to cover line of battle ihips, an4 
all the other fcrvices I had regomrpended ; but I 
could not poflibly me^ that your Lordihip ihoulJj 
for this, give up the hold of ^ dacion fo imporcant 
for the purpofes I defigned, an^ whicu I think 
La Fayette will immediately feize and fortify th? 
nooment he hears you have repaflrd James-river ; fof 
though I am to fuppofe the enemy will be as little 
i|f:>le to defend it with five thoufand as your Lordfhip 
judges yourfclf to be, and of courfc may be for thf 

Y 2 fame 
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ftme rcafons difpoflefled, I fhould be forry to begin 
with a fiege the operations I am determined to carry 
oh in Ch<?fapeak whenever the feafon will admit of itj 
I will therefore confult Rear-admiral Graves on thi$ 
fubjed, and let your Lordfhip have our joint opinion 
in confequence. 

With regard to Portfmouth, your Lordfhip will 
have fcen by my former letters and the papers in 
your poflleffion^hat when I fent General Leflie to 
the Ghefapeak, I only wifhed for a ftation to cover 
Our cruifing' frigates and other fmall Ihips ; that 
General officer thought proper tp makd choice of 
Fortfmouth, and had> I doubt not, good reafons for 
fb doing. But it has ever been my opinion that if 
a better could be found, efpccially for covering line 
of battle (hips, it ought to have the preference i and 
I think, if Old Point Comfort will fccurc Hampton-^ 
Road, that is the ftation we ought to choofe ; for if 
Elizabeth-River is at all kept, a fmall pofl: for about 
three hundred men at Mill-Point, would in my opi<* 
mon anfwer. ]3ut ;is to quitting the Chefapeak en- 
tirely, I cannot entertain a thought of fuch a mea? 
fure, but Ihall moft probably on the contrary fend 
there, as foon as the feafon returns for afting in that 
climate, all the troops which can poflibly be fparcd 
from the different pbfts under my command. I there- 
fore flatter myfclf, that eyen although your Lordfhip 
may have quitted York and detached troops to me,* 
^at you will have a fufficicncy fo rcroccupy it, or 

that 
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Aat you will at leaft hold Old Point Comfort, if it 
it poffible to do it without York. 
. Ifind by the intercepted letters you fent me, that 
La Fayette's continentals, when joined by Stubcn 
and Wayne, do not altogether exceed one thoufand 
eight hundred, and that if he could colk£t a nu- 
flfierous militia, he had but few arms to put into 
their hands, and thofe your Lordfhip I fee has eScc«> 
tually deftroyed. It likewife appears that although 
Greene may himfelf come to the Tlorthward, his 
corps is to remain in South Carolina. I therefore 
fuppofe your Lordfliip has recolleded this, when 
you fent orders to Brigadier-general Gould to bring 
the 19th and 30th regiments to this place, efpecially 
3s you tell me you fiill continue in the mod painful 
aoxiety for the fituation of that province. 

I am forry Lord Rawdon's health (hould oblige 
him to return to Europe. I think it is highly pro- 
per that either your Lordfhip, General Leflie, or 
General O'Hara (hould go to Charles-town, but I 
can by no means confent to your Lordfliip's going 
thither, before you hear further from me, for very 
eflential reafons which I fhall not now trouble your 
Lordfhip with. 

I am very unhappy to hear of ihe unfortunate 
rnove of our friends and its confequences, as rc« 

lated by Lieutenant Haggarty^ thofe under the in- 

Suence of Mr* Alexander were defired by mc not to 

rife^ and they (bemed contented to remain qui^ 

until 
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until operation came to them. But it is probable 
they have no arnns to defend themiitrlves ; I HiouU 
iHntgine that if a fiation could be found in their 
neighbourhood, which was iafe and tenable^ and 
arms could be given to th^m, it might be the means 
of faving many of them ; your Lordihip will, how- 
ever, as being upon the fpot be the bcft judge how 
fir this may be proper or practicable, for as I know 
nothing of the diftri6t where this is fuppofed to 
have happened, or what their numbers, I cannot fay 
how far it may be expedient to give them affiftance. 
Your Lordfhip has, I believe, many fpare arms in 
Chefapeak, and there are likewife a confiderable 
number ac Charles-town, but if any fhould be wanted 
from hence, I will fpare as many as I can. 

As your Lordfliip muft be fcnfible how neceflary 
it is I fhould have frequent and accurate returns of 
the (late of the troops under my command, I am 
perfuaded you will pardon me for requefting you to 
drder that returns are prepared, and, if polTible, fent 
to me every fortnight of the troops under your 
Lordfhip's immediate orders in the Chefapeak, and 
as accurate ones as can be procured of thoi^^ in Caro* 
lioa, and the other fouthern pods. 

By the letters brought to me from the Minifter by 
the lad packer, I underhand that thtee battalions 
originally deftined for this army, are to accompany" 
Sir George Rodney in cafe De Graffe comes on this 
c^uft*, from whence I am to conclude he will be cer- 

tainly 
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tainly followed t)y that Admiral. I am likcwife told 

that nearly two thoufand two hundred German re- 

cruits and auxiliary troops may be hourly expected 

to arrive here. 

I have the honour to be» &c. 

H. CLINTON. 



NUMBER II. 

Sir Henry Clinton^ K. B. U Earl Cornujallis, dated 
Head-Barters, New-T'orky July ii, 1781, 

[Received July 2ift, X781, from Captain StapIcton.J 

MY LORD, 

I am juft returned from having a conference with 
Rear-admiral Graves, in confequencc of your Lord- 
fhip's letter of the 30th ultimo, and we are both 
clearly of opinion that it is abfolutely neceflary we 
(hould hold a ftation in Chefapeak for fhips of the 
line, as well as frigates ; and the Admiral feems to 
think that fhould the enemy poffefs themfelvcs of 
Old Point Comfort, Elizabeth River would no longer 
be of any ufc^ to us as a ftation for the frigates, there- 
fore judges that Hampton-road is the fitteft ftation 
for all {hips, in which your Lordlhip will fee by the 
papers in your pofleffion, I likewife agree with him. 
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It was moreover my opinion that the poflcffion of 
York-town, even though we did not pofll-fs Glouccf^ 
ter, might give IVcurity to the works we might have 
at Old Point Comfort, which I underftand fccurcs 
Hampton-road. 

I had flattered myfelf that after giving me as nearly 
three thoufand men as you could fpare, your Lord- 
Ihip might have had a fufficiency not only to main- 
tain them, but to fpare for defultory expeditions \ for 
I had no other plans in view than to draw for the 
defence of this poft, and operation in its neighbour- 
hood, fuph troops as could be fparcd from your 
army, after leaving an ample defenfive to fuch (la- 
tioni as your Lordfl)ip might judge proper to oc- 
cupy ; and a fmall moving corps for defultory water 
expeditions during the fummer months, in which 
no other might be proper in that onhcalthy cli* 
mate. But as your Lordfhip feems to think that 
you can in no degree comply with my rcquifition 
for troops, and at the fame time eftablifli a poft ca- 
pable of giving proteftion to (hipc of war, and it is 
probable, from what you write me, that you may 
have repaffcd James-river and retired to Portfmouth i 
I beg leave to requeft that you will without lofs of 
time examine Old Point Comfort, and fortify it : dc- 
raining fuch troops as you may think neceflary for 
that purpbfe, and garrifoning it afterwards. But if 
it fliould be your Lord(hip*s opinion that Old Point 
Comion cannot be held without having poflcffion of 
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York, for in this cafe Glouceftcr may perhaps be» 
not fo material, and thac the whole cannot be done, 
with lei's than ftven thoufand men, ynu arc at full, 
liberty to detain all .the troops now in the Chcfapcjk, 
which I believe amount to fomewhat more than that 
number : which very liberal concefliun will, ] am per--, 
fuaded, convince your Lordlhlpof ihe highefiimation 
in which I hold a naval I^ation in Chefapeak, efpecially 
when you confider that my whole force in this very 
cxtenfive and important poft, is not quite eleven 
thoufand effedives ; and how far I may be juftifi- 
able in leaving it to fu reduced a garrifon, time will 
fhew, 

I am as much mortified as your Lord(l,ip can pof- 
fibly be at the neccffity there is at prcfcnt for leaving 
you upon the defenfive in Chefapeak ; and you Lord- 
Ihip will do me the juftice to cbfervc that I have for 
fome months paft been myfcif content with a ftarvcd 
defenfive, from the defire I had to give your Lordfliip 
as large an army for offenfive operations as I could. ' 
Therefore, until the feafon for recommencing opera- 
tions in the Chefape^ik fliall return, your Lordlhip, 
or whoever remains in the command there, muft I 
fear be content with a ftritS defenfive ; and I muft 
defire that you will be pleafed to conftder this as a 
pofitive requifuion to you not to detain a greater 
proportion of the troops now with you than what 
may be abfoluiely neceflary for defenfive operations^ 
&c. as before mentioned. When, therefore, your j 
Z Lord- 





1 70 Correfpondence relative to occupying an 

Lordfhip has finally determined upon the force you 
think fufficient fur fuch \\'orks as you (hall ereft at 
Old Point Cooifort, and the number you judge re- 
quifite to cover them at York-town, and for the 
other fcrvices of tlfe Chefapeak during the unhealthy 
feafon ; you will be pleaicd to fend me the remainder. 
Your Lordfliip will obferve by this that I do not fee 
ai}y great neceifity for holding Portfmouth while 
you have Old Point Comfort : for^ (bould a ftation 
on Elizabeth-riverbejudged neccflary, I think Mill- 
point will anfwcr every neceflary purpofc of covering 
frigates^ &c. 

I have the honour to Be, &c. 

H. CLINTON, 



NUMBER IIL 



Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 
Port/mouthy Virgima, July 26, 1781, 

S I R, 

I RECEIVED your cyphered letter of the nth 
inftant, on the 20th, in confequence of which the 
expedition was detained; and on the aift I was ho- 
noured with your difpatches of the 8ch and nth 
in/lants^ delivered by Captain Staplcton^ the con- 

3 tents 
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tents of which, I will confefs, were to me as uncx- 1 
pcfted as, I trull, they are imdeferved. I 

Asa fubordinate officer, I think it my duty to J 
obey poGtive orders, or in excrcifing difcretionary I 
powers, to a& as much as polTible conformable to \ 
the apparent wiflies of my fuperior officer, com- 
bined with tlic evident good of the fervicCi and in 
my late conduft I hope 1 have not deviated from 
thofe principles; for, [jermit me. to remark, that I 
cannot dilcovcr in the inftruftions to General Phil- - 
lips, and the fubdance of private convetfacion with \ 
him, (exirafts of which I take the liberty to cnclofe) I 
to which I am referred, nor in our former corref- 
pondcnce, any trace of the extreme earnefhicfs that 
now appears, to fecure a harbour for Ihips of the 
line, and your affcnt to my engaging in operations 
in the Upper Chefapeak, if I could have brought 
myfclf to think them expedient, would, if I had 
doubted before, have convinced me that fecuring a 
harbour for line of battle ftiips was not widi you 
a primary and immediate objeA, lo my letser of 
the 26lh of May, I informed your Excellency, that 
'after deftroying the ftorea at Richmond and the ad- 
joining country, I fhould move b&ck to Williamf- 
burg, keeping the army in readinefs to comply with 
your further inftruftions. I arrived at that place 
on the i^th, and on the a6[h of June I received 
■from EnQgn Amlel your.riifpatches of the i ith and 
' 15th of the laroc month,, being the firft, letters that 
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I had received from you fince my arrival in Virginiir 
In the firft you tell mc,: that NewrYork is threatened 
to be attacked by a very numerous enemy, and, 
therefore, wifliing to concentrate your force, you re- 
comntiend to me to fend a body of troops to. you, as 
I can fpare them, in the order mentioned in a lift, 
unlefs I have engaged in operations in the Upper- 
Gbefapeak ; and in the difpatch of the i5tb^ taking 
for granted that' I hav^ not engaged in thofe ope- 
' rations, you require the embarkation of thofe troops 
may begin with the greateft difpatch. After a full 
compliance with this requifition, the force left under 
my conimand would have been about two thoufand 
and four hundred rank and file, .fitxfor duty, as 
will appear by the returns, which in a poft adapted 
to that number, L hoped would be fufficienC for a 
- defenfive, and defultory water expeditions. You 
mention Williamiburg aqd York in your letter of the 
lith, as def^nfive ftations, but only as being fup- 
pofed healthy, without deciding Dn their fafcty, — 
Williamiburg having no~ harbour, and : requiring an 
army to bccupy the pofition, would not have fuited 
us/ L faw' that it wouldvcequire a great deal of 
•rime and labour to fortify York and Glouccfl:er, bdth 
' of which are ncceflary to fccure a harbour for.veffels 
•of:ahy burtHcii; and to efifeft it„ afliftance would 
have beeft'wintcd from fomcrof ;thc troops then un- 
det embktkatton oi:derS, which, whffn New-York was 
in danger,' I did nbt think oiy lelf atliberty (o detain for 
^ anv 
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myocher piirpofe ih;iri operations in the Uppw Cliefa- 
peaki anti luppofing both places fortified, 1 thought 
they wouW have been dangi^rous det'eufive pofb, ^^t 
either ot'them being eafily acceiiiblc to the whole force ^H 

»of this province, and from their fituation they would ^^ 
not hftvc commjiidcd an acre of country. I, therefore, 
unrfrt thefe circnmftances, with the mofteameftdefireto 
comply with v^hat I thought were your prefent wUhcs, 
and to facilitate your intended future operations in 

IPennfylvania, did not hefitatc in deciding to pafsjamcs- 
- river, and to retire to Portfinouth, that 1 might be , 
' able to f<eod you the troops required. And I was 
confinned in the propriety of the n:iearure, when upon , 
paffing James- river, I received your difpatdi,. in-', 
forming me that for elTcncial real'ons you had re-' , 
folved to m:ike an attempt on Philadelphia, and di- 
refling me to embark with the greateft expedition 
the fame body of troops, with ftores, &c, for that 
purpofe. Hawing likewife cxecuEcd this order with 
the utmoft exertion and alacrity, I muft acknowledge 
I wa« not prepared to receive in the next difpaich 
from your Excellency a fevere cenfure of jmy coji- 

tduft. " oV ■ . 

■ Immediately on the receipt, of your cyphered' " 
letter, 1 gave orders to the engineer to examine and 
furvey Point Comfort, and the channels adjoining, to 
it. I have liliewife vifued it with the Captains of 
the King's'lTiips now lying in Hampton road. I 
h»e the honour to inclofe 10 you copies of the re- 

poft , 
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port of the Engineer, and of opinions of the Cap- 
tains of the navy on that fubjedt, with which my own 
entirely concurs. Ancll likewife tranfniit a furvcy 

' of the peninfula, made by Lieutenants Sutherland and 
Stratton. - From all which^ your Excellency will fee^ 
that a work on Point Comfort, would neither com- 
mand the entrance, nor fecure his Majefty's (hips at 
anchor in Hampton road. This being the cafe, I Ihall 
in obedience to the fpirit of your Excellency's orden, 
take meafures with as much difpatch as polfible, to feize 

' and fortify York and Gloucefter, being the c»ly har- 

^ l)our in -which we can hope to be able to give cfiedual 
proteftion to line of battle (hips. I Ihall, likewife, 
ufe all the expedition in my power to evacuate Portf* 

' mouth and the pods belonging to it, but until that 
is accompliflicd, it will be impoffible for 'me to 
ipare troops. For York and Gloucefter, from their 
liruation, command no country ; and a fuperiority 
in the field will not only be neceflary to enable us 
to draw forage and other fupplies from the country, 
but likewife to carry on our works without inter* 

' ruptioo. 

Your Excellency having been pleafed to difapprovc 
of my going to South Carolina, I have fent Gene- 
ral Leflie, who failed on the a5th inftant, in the Ca- 
lf sfort, to take the command there. 

• . . ! _ 

I have the honour to be, &9. \ 
. . COI^N WALLIS. 

Inclofed 
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Inclofed in No. IIL 

Exiraif of tit InftruSions of his Excellency Sir Henrf 
Clinton^ to Major-general Phillips^ dated New- 
Tork^ March 10, 1781. 

" If the Admiral, difapproving of Portfmouth, 
and requiring a fortified ftation for large Ihips in the 
Chefapeak, (hould propofe York-town^ or Old Point 
Comfortt if pofleliion of either can be acquired and 
quaintained without great riik or lofs, you are ac 
liberty to take pofieffion thcrepf, but if the objediqns 
are fuch as you think forcible^ you muft, after ftating 
thofe obje^ionsy decline it, till folid operation take 
place in the Chefapeak.'' 



Extra ff of the Sub fiance of fever dl Converfations that 
his Excellency Sir Henry Clinton had with Major^ge-^ 
neral Phillips, on the SuhjeS of Operations in the 
Chefapeakj before his Embarkation in his Expedition 
thither^ dated April id^ 1781. - 

•* With regard to a ftation for the protedioh of 
the King's Ihtps, I know of no place fo proper as 
York-town, if it could be taken pofleflion of, forti- 
fied, and garrifoned with one thoufand men, as by 
having one thoufand more at a poft fome where in 
Elisabeth-river, York and James rivers would be 

ours. 
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ours, and our cruizers might command the waters 
of the Chefapeak. Troops might likewife be fpared 
from thefc polls to carry on expeditions during the 
ihmmer months, when, probaWy, hothing can be 
rifted in that climate but water' movcmentsi But if 
the heights of York, and thofe on Gloucefter fide, 
caohot be fo well and fa foon fortified as to render 
that poft hors d' infult before the enemy can move a 
force, &c. againft it, it may not be advileable to 
■ttempjt it. In that cafe, fomething may pofHbly 
be done at Old Ppint Comfort, to ^over large (hips 
lying in Hampton-road ^which is reckoned a good 
one, and opt fo liable to injury from gales at N. E. 
as that of York, parwcuUrly in winter.) If neither 
can be fecured, we muft content ourfelves with 
keeping the Chefapeak with frigates and other armed 
vetTcls, which will always find fecurity againft a fupe- 
rior naval fwcc in Elizabeth river. As oiir operation!. 
ID prc^ feafon may iCi-commence in the Upper- 
James ; perhaps a ftation might be found at the en- 
trance of the narrows of that river that may be of 
ufe in future day, and held with a fmall force. 
Jaiiies-town feems a proper fpot for fuch a ftation, as 
does the place where the narrows and windings 
begin." 



loclofcd 
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Inclofed Jn No. III. 

Cefy of the Report of Lieultnatit Su! her/and, En^hn 
dated Billy Qrinancs Tranfport^ Hampton Raaia\ 
July IS, i/Si- 

MY LORD, 

AGREEABLE to your orders, I have examined 
the ground on Old I'o'mt Comfort with as mucE. ' 
accuracy as I pofliblj' could, and for your Lordfbip's ' 
better information I have made a furvey of the groundi 
upon which is laid down the width and fuundingt ' 
of the channel. 

I beg leave to offer what appears to me refpefling 
the Htuatlon of a work on that fpot. 

The ground where the ruins of Fort George lay 
is the fitteft for a work, but at the fame time muftj 
be attended with many inconveniences. •! 

The level of the ground there is about two feec 
higher than the high water mark, which, from its 
, very fhort diftance to the deep water, muft foon be 
deflroyed by a naval attack. 

. The great width and depth of the channel give 
fliips the advantage of palTing the fort with very 
little rifk. I apprehend Bfteen hundred yards is too 
great a diftance for batteries to (lop fliips, which it 
the diftance here. Ships that wifti to pafs ihe fire 
of the fort have no occafton to approach nearer. 

A a Nor 
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Nor do I imagine a fort built there could aflford 
any great protedtion to an inferior and weak fleet, 
anchored near the fort, againft a fuperior fleet of the 
enemyj^ which mud have it in their power to make 
their qwn difpofition, and place oyr fleet between 
them and the fort, the channel affording no bay for 
the fecurity of (hips under cover of a fort. 

The time and expence to build a fort\here, muft 
be very confidcrable, from the low lituation of the 
ground^ which muft neceflarily caufe the foil to be 
moved from a great diftancc, to form the ramparts 
and parapets s and every other material muft be car* 
ped there, as the timber on the peninfula is unfit 
for any ufeful purpofe. 

Xhefe are the remarks Which have occurred to me 
on examining the ground and fituation of a work 
on Old Point Comfort, for the protection of the har- 
bour apd lleet^ which I humbly fubmit to your Lord* 
(hip. 

» 
I have the honour to b^ &c. 

ALEX. SUTHERLAND, 

Lieutenant of Engineers. 



, i 
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Inclofed in No. III. 

Cofy of the Opinions of the Commanders of bis Majefifs 
Ships in Chefapeak^ relative to. Old Point Comfort^ 
dated Richmond^ Hampton Road^ July 26^ 1781. 

MY LORD, 

1 N confequencc of a requifition that your Lord- 
fliip received from the commanders in chief of his 
Majcfty's troops and (hips, relative to a poft being 
cftablilhed^at Old Point Comfort, for the proteftion 
and fecurity of the King's Ihips that may occalionally 
be fent to the Chefapeak : We, whofe names are 
hereunto fubfcribed, have taken as accurate a furvey 
of that place as poffible, and are unanlmoufly of 
opinion, from the width of the channel and depth 
of water clofe to }t, that any fuperior enemy's force 
coming in, may pafs any work that can be eftablifhed 
there, with little damage, or deftroy it with the 
fliips that may be ther.e, under its protection. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

CHARLES HUDSON, 
THOMAS SYMONDS, 
CHARLES, EVERITT^ 
RALPH DUNDAS. 
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NUMBER .IV. 

■ 

Admiral Graves to Earl CornwaUis^ dated London^ off 
Sandy Hooky i zth Jufyy 1781. 

^ MY LORD, 
I' HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordfhip 
that the Solebay, Captain Everirt, carries Captain 
Scapleton, charged with his Excellency Sir Henry 
Clinton's difpatches to your Lordfhip, and with my 
Girders to the Captains of the King*s (hips to return 
with the troops under his convoy to the Chefapeak. 
and if not failed, for them* to temain, and to con- 
form to your Lordfhip's requifitions in the dif|X)fal 
of them. 

. I need only fay to your Lordfhip, that there is no 
place for the great fliips during the freezing months 
on this fide the Chefapeak, where the great fliips 
will be in fecurity^ and at the fame dme capable of 
ading — and in my opinion they had better goto 
the Weft Indies than be laid ,up in Halifax during 
the winter. If the fquadron is neceflary to the ope- 
rations of the arnly — Hampton road appears to be' 
the place where they can be anchored with the 
greateft fecurity, and at the fame time be capable 
of afting with the moft efFeft againft any attempts of 
the enemy. — To this end. Old Point Comfort feema 
necefTary to be occupied by us> as commanding the 
entrance to the road — and if York can be fccured. 

It 
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it will give the command of the Lower or £li2Ui^ 
bcth country, and deprive the rebels of the ufc 
of the two beft fettled rivers of the Chefapeak, 
and deter an enemy from entering the Chefapeak 
whilft we command the acccfs to it — for we (hould 
have all his convoys and detachments expofed to our 
attempts. 

I have the honour to be^ &c. 

THO, GRAVES. 



NUMBER V. 

EmtI Cornwallis to Admiral Graves^ dated Fortf^ 

mouthy July 26, lySi, 
SIR, 

I WAS honoured with your letter of the rzth 
of July, by the Solebay, in which you mention a de- 
fire of having a harbour fecured in the Chefapeak 
for line of battle (hips. I immediately ordered the 
engineers to examine Old Point Comfort, and went 
thither myfelf with the captains of the navy on this 
flation. You will receive a copy of the engineer's 
report, with a fketch of the peninfula, and the opinion 
of the officers of the navy relative to the occupying 
and fortifying of that pod. 

The Commander-in-chief having fignified to me 
in his letter of the nth inflant, that he thogght a 
fecure harbour for line of battle Ihips of b much 

im^Qcuxvc^ 
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importance in the Chcfapeak, that he wiflied mc to 
polTcfs one, even if it fhould occupy all the force 
at prefent in Virginia; and, as it is our unanimous 
opinion, that Point Comfort will not anfwerthe pur- 
pofe, I ihall immediately fieze and fortify the poft& 
of York and Glouceftcr, and (hall be happy at all 
times to concur in any meafures which may promote 
the convenience and advantage of his Majcfty's navy. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 



NUMBER VI. 

Earl Comwallis t9 Sir Henry Clinton^ K. B. dated 
Terh^ in Virginia^ Augufi 12,. 1781. 

SIR,. 

I RECEIVED the inclofcd letter laft night from 
Governor Brucre : one to the fame efFeft arrived two 
days ago from him, direfted to the Comxnanding 
Officer of the Navy, and was immediately forwarded 
to the Admiral by the officer ftationed near the Capes, 

I embarked the eightieth regiment in boats, and 
went myfelf on board the Richmond very early in 
the morning of the 29th •, but we were fo unfortu* 
natc in winds as to be /our days on our pafTage. 
The eightieth landed on the night of the ift at Glo- 
cefter ; and the droops which were in transports on 
J the 
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the morning of the ad at this place. I have fincc 
brought the feventy-firft and the Legion hither, and 
fent the reginient du Prince Hereditairc to Gloucefter. 
The works on the Gloucefter fide are in fome for- 
tirardnefs, and I hope in a fituation torcfift a fud- 
den attack. Brigadier-general O'Hara is haftcning 
as much as poflible the evacuation of Portfmouth : 
as foon as he arrives here, I will fend to New- York 
every man that I can fpare, confiftcnt with the fafety 
and fubfiftence of the force in this country. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS, 



NUMBER VII. 

. Sit Hinry Ointon^ K. B. to Earl Com^mallts^ dated 

NeW'Torky Auguft 11, 1781. 

[ In Cypher. ] 

. [Received Auguft z 6, 1781.] 

MY LORD, 

I AM honoured with your Lordfliip's difpatches 
of the 24th and 27th ultimo, which were delivered 
to me by Captain Stapleton on the ift inftant, which 
I fliall defer anfwerirtg to a fafer opportunity. 

I have the pleafure to inform you, that the fleet 

from Bremer-iehe is this day arrived with two thou* 

&nd five hundred German recruits. 

I hQ^<^ 
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I hope before* this meets your Lordlhip you will 
lb far have cftablifhed yourfelf on the Williamfburg 
Neck, as to have been able to embark the troops 
you can fpare me for operation here-^-In which cale 
I have no doubt Captain Hudfon will have given 
every affiftance to forward them to us as foon as pof» 
iible. And if they are not already failed, I beg that 
the Queen's Rangers may be the fecond corps you 
fend me ; and that your Lordfhip will pleafe to re* 
colleft my wilh to have fuch a proportion of General 
Arnold's boats, and artillery men and (lores as you 
can fpare. And as you have three engineers, I beg 
that Lieutenant Sutherland may be fent to this place, 
as alfo Captain Fage of the artillery. The French 
and rebels (hewed themfelves the other day in front 
of our lines to the amount of eleven thoufand, 

A man goes from hence through the country to 
your Lord(hip with a propofal to liberate the Con- 
vention troops — for which he fays he will only want 
a frigate and fome tranfports to receive them. — Left 
any accident (hould happen to the runner that carries 
this^ a duplicate of it is fent by him in cypher. - 

- H.C. 
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N.U M B E R VIII. 

Eirl Carmjbatlis H Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 
Tor k- town, iSth Auguft, 1781. 

SIR, 

■ ■ 

THIS morning I received your cyphered letter of 
ttic I ith inffant, by the runner. 

r 

I did not imagine that my letter of the 26th July 
t^ould have given your Excellency rcafon to be fo 
fanguine as to hope, that by this time any detach- 
ment could have been made from hence. The eva-^- 
cuation of Portfmouth has employed one engineer, 
and a number of labourers and artificers j and with 
every exertion by land and water, I do not expeft 
that bufinefs to be completed before the 21ft or 22d 
inftant. Since our arrival wc have bellowed our 
whole labour on the Gloucefter fide ; but I do not 
think the works there (after great fatigue to the 
troops) arc at prefent, or will be for fome time to 
cboie, fafe againft a coup de main with lefs than one 
thoufand men. 

After our experience of the labour and difficulty 
of Cpnftrufting works at this feafon of the year, ancT 
the plah for fortifying this fide not being cntifcly 
fettled, I cannot at prefent fay whether I can (pare 
any troops, or if any, how fbon. But when the 
garrifon of Portfmouth arrives, and the engineer's 
plan is completed, Ifhall apply to Captain Hudfon 
Lx a fr gre to cany my repof t of the flatc*of things 

B li .t^^. 
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here^ and to bring your Excellency's commands upon 
it. I have received your Excellency's difpatcbes of 
the 15th and 26th ult. which I (ball anfwer by the 
firfl: fafe opportunity. 

I beg that your Excellency will be pleafed to or* 
der it to be notified to the port of New- York that 
Portfmouth is evacuated^ to prevent veflels going 
into that harbour. 

I have the honour to be, &c» 

CORNWALLiSt 






NUMBER IX. 

Earl Corttwallis to Sir Henry Qiutottf K. B. dated 
tork town, Virginia f izd Jugufi, 1781. 

SIR, 
PORTSMOUTH having been completely evacu- 
ated without any interruption from the enemy, Ge- 

■ 

ncral 0*Hard arrived here this day with the ftores 
wd troops ; and a great number of refugees have 
accompanied him from the counties of Norfolk, Suf<» 
folk, and Princefs Anne. 

The engineer has finilhed his furvey and exami« 
nation of this place, and has propofcd his plan for 
fortifying it ; which appearing judicious, I have ap- 
proved of^ and direded to be executed. 

The 
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The works at Gloucefter are now in fuch forward- 
nefs, that a fmaller detachment than the prefcnt gar- 
rifon would be in fafety againft a fudden attack ; bu 
I make no alteration there> as I cannot hope that the 
labour of the whole will complete that poft in lels 
than five or fix weeks. . / 

My experience there of the fatigue and difiiculty of 
conftrudKng works in this warm feafon, convinces 
ipe^ that all the labour that the troops here will be 
capable of; without ruining their healthy will be 
req^uired at lead for fix weeks to put the intended 
Works at this place in a tolerable date of defence* 
And as your Excellency has been pleafed to commu- 
nicate -to me your intention of re-commencing opera- 
tions in the Cbefapeak about the beginning of Oc- 
tober, I will not. venture to take any ftep that might 
retard the cftablifliing of this poft ; but I requeft 
that your Excellency will be pleafed to decide whe- 
ther it is moit important for your plans that a de- 
tachment of a thoufand or twelve hundred men, 
which I think I can fpare from every other, purpofe 
but that of labour, (hould be fent to you from 
hence, or that the whole of the troops here (hould 
be employed in expediting the works. 

My laft accounts of the enemy were, that the 
Marquis de la Fayette was encamped in the fork of 
the Pamunky and Matapony with his own detach- 
ment of Continentals, a confidefable body of eigh- 
teen-months men, and two brigades of militia under 

B b Stcvenii 
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Stevens and LaWfon ; that he had armed four hun- 
dred of the fevcn hundred Virginia prifoners lately 
arrived from Charles-town, and expeftcd to be joined 
in a fhort time by General Smallwopd with feven 
hundred eighteen-months men from Maryland i and 
tfiat Generals Way'he and Morgan having returned 
from the other fide of James river, were likewiie on 
their march to join him. 

There being only four eightccns and one twenty- 
four pounder here, more heavy guns will be wanted 
for the fea batteries at this place, and we are likewife 
in want of nriany other artillery and engineer's (lores, 
the returns of which I take the liberty to inclofe. 

It is proper to mention to yoi^r Excellency, that 
you may make your arrangements acy:ordingly, that 
there are only about fix hundred (land of fpare arms 
in the Chefapcak ; and that our confumption of pro- 
vifions is confidei:ably increafed by a number of re- 
fugees lately corne to us, and by negroes that are 
cniployed in different branches of the public fervice. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 



\ 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

BETWEEN 

Gen. Sir HENRY CLINTON, K.B. 

COMMANDER IN CHIEF, 

t 

AND 

Lieut. Gen. Earl C O R N W A L L I S. 



PART V. 

KELATIVE TO THE DEFENCE OF 
YORK, IN VIRGINIA. 



N U M B E R !• 

Earl Ornijuallis to Sir Heniy Clinton^ K. B. dated 
I'ork'tc'vmy in Plr^inia, 31/? Jugajt^ 1781. 

[ In Cypher. ] 

S I R, 

AF R E N C H fliip of the line, wich two fri- 
gates, and the Loyalift, which they have 
taken, lie at the mouth of this river. 

A Lieutenartt of the Charon, who went with an 
cfcort of (dragoons to Old Point Comforr, report.^, 
that there are between thirty and forty fail within 
the Capes, moftly fftips of war, and fome of them 

very large. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORN WALL I Si 



I . 
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3 

NUMBER II. 

« 

£arl Com^alUs to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dattd 

Tork^ ift September J 1781. 

LWritten in Cypher on a Congr^fs Note] 

AN enemy's fleet within the Capes, between thirty 
apd forty fhips of war, moftly large. 

CORNWALLIS. 



NUMBER III . 

l.§rl Cornwaltis to Sir Henry Clinton^ K. B. dated 
Torky in Virginia, 2d September, 178 1, 

[In Cypher.] 

SIR, 
COMTE de Graffe's fleet is within the Capes of 
the Chefapeak. Forty boats with troops went up 
James river yefterday 5 and four Ihips lie at the cD-* 
trance of this river. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 
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N U M B E R IV. 

Earl CornwaUis to Sir Henry Clinton^ K, B. dated 
Tork'town^ Virginia^ ^h September^ 1781. 

L ^^ Cypher. ] 

SIR, ' 
COMTE de Graflc*s fleet is within the Capes of 
the Chefapeak. Forty boats with troops went up 
James river on the ift inftant, which are landed, as 
I am informed, at James-city Ifland ; and four fhlps 
lie at the entrance of this river. 

K I have the honour to be, &c« 

CORNWALLIS. 



* 



NUMBER V. 

Earl CornwaUis to Sir Henry Clinton^ K. B. dated 
Tork'town^ in Virginia^ Ztb Sept. 178 u 

[In Cypher.] 

SIR, 

I HAVE made fcveral attempts to inform your 

Excellency, that the French Weft-India fleet under 

. Monfieur de Graflc entered the Capes the 29th ult. 

I could not exaftly learn their number; they report 

twenty-five 
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twenty-five or twenty-fix fail of the line. One of 
feventy-four and two of fixty-four, and ene frigate, 
lie at the mouth of this river. On the 6th, the 
feventy-four and frigate turned down with a contrary 
wind •, and yeftcrday the two others followed. My 
report, dated lafl: evenings from a point below, which 
commands a view of the capes and bay, fays^ that 
there were within the capes only fcvcn fliips, two of 
which were certainly (hips of the line, and two fri- 
gates. Firing'was faid to be heard off the capes the 
night of the 4th> morning and night of the 5th, and 
morning of the 6th. 

The French troops landed at James-town arc faid 
to be three thoufahd eight hundred men } Walhing* 
ton is faid to be (hortly expefted, and his troops arc 
intended to be brought by water from the head of 
Elk under proteAion of the French fhips. The 
Marquis de la f^ayette is at or near Williamfburgh : 
the French troops are expeded there, but were not 
arrived laft night. As my works were not in a ftatc 
of defence, 1 have taken a flrong pofition out of the 
town. I am now working hard at the redoubts of 
the place. Provifions for fix weeks : I will be very 
careful of it. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 
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NUMBER VI. 

< 

Sir Henry Clinton^ K. B. to Earl Cornwallis, dated 
New-Tork^ Sept. 2, 1781. — [In Cypher.] 

[Triplicate^ — Received 15th September. ] 

MY LORD, 

^BY intelligence which I have this day received, it 
would fecm that Mr. WaOiington is moving an army 
to the fouthward, with an appearance of bade, and 
gives out that he expefts the co-operation of a con- 
fidcrable French armament. Your Lordfhip, how- 
ever, may be affured, that if this (hould be the cafe,. 
I Ihall cither endeavour to reinforce the army un^^er 
your command by all the means within the compafs 
of my power, or make every poffible diverfion in 
your favour. 

Captain Stanhope, of his Majefty's Ihip Pegafus, 
who has juft arrived from the Weft Indies, fays, 
that on Friday laft, in lat. 38 deg. ab:>ut fixty 
leagues from the coaft, he was chafed by eight (hips 
of the line, which he took to be French, and that 
one of the vidluallers he had under his convoy had 
counted upwards of forty fail more. However, as 
Read-admiral Graves, after being joined by Sir Sa- 
muel Hood with fourteen coppered (hips of the line, 
failed from hence on the 311!: ult. with a fleet of 

C c nineteen 
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nineteen fail, befides fome fifty gun fhips, I flatter 
myfclf you will have little to apprehend from that 
of the French. > 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

H. CLINTON. 

P. S. Wafliington, it is faid, was to be at Tren- 
ton this dav, and means to go in vcflcls to CHriftian 
Creek; from thence, by head of Elk, down Che- 
fapeak, in wt^tih alfo. If that navigation is not in- 
terrupted, he (hould go by land from Baltimore. 
Your Lordftiip can bcft judge what time it will re- 
quire — I fliould fuppofe, at leaft, three weeks from 
Trenton. Wafhington has about four thoufand 
French and two thoufand rebel troops with him. 

H.C. 

September 4. — To this triplicate, and by this 
very uncertain conveyance, I fliall only add to your 
Lordfhip, that ' I have bad the honour to receive, 
this morning, a duplicate, and, this evening, a tri- 
plicate of your letter of the 31ft ult. 

H. G, 
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NUMBER VII. 

Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cornwallisj dated 
New Tork, Sept. 6, at Noon, 178 r. — [In Cypher.] 

[ Received 1 6th September. ] 

MY LORD, 

I 

AS I find by your letters that De Graffe has got 
into the Chefapeak, and I can have no doubt that 
Wafliington is moving with, at leaft^ fix thoufand 
French and rebel troops againft you, I think the 
beft way to relieve you, is to join you, as foon as 
poffible, with all the force that can be fpared from 
hence, which is about four thoufand men. They 
arc already embarked, and will proceed the inftant 
I receive information from the Admiral that we may 
venture, or that from other intelligence the Com- 
modor.e and I fliall judge. fufficientHQ moye uppn* 

By accounts from Europe, we have every reefon 
to expert Admii^al Digl^y hourly on the coaft. 

Commodore Johnftone has beat a fuperiorJPrench 
fleet 3% St. Jago, and proceeded the day after for the 
place of his defiiAation. 

I beg your Lordlhip will let me know, as foon as 
poffible, your id^a« how the troops embarked for the 
Cbi:fapeak niay be b^ft employed for your relief, 
aqcording to the date of circumftanges when you 

C c a x^'^w^ 
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receive this letter. I (hall not, however, wait to re- 
ceive ^our anfwer, fhoiild I hear, in the nnean time, 
that the paflage is openl 

I have the honour to be, ice. 

H. C L I N T O N. 

P. S. I have juft received your Lord (hip's dit 
patch, by the Dundas galley, from Mafter Carey. 



NUMBER VIII. 

I^arl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton^ K. B. dated 
Tcrk ^own^ in Virginia ^ i6tb Sept. 1781. 

[ In Cypher. ]. 

S I R, 

I HAVE received your kciert of the ad and 6th. 
The enemy's fleet has returned. Two line of battle 
ihips, and one frigate, lie at the mouth of this river; 
and three or four line of battle (hips, feveral frigates 
and tranfports^ went up the Bay on the i2th and 14th, 
I hear Wafliington arrived at Williamiburgh on the 
14th. Some of his troops embarked at head of Elk, 
and the others arrived at Baltimore on the 1 ath. 

If I bad no hopes of relief, I would rather riik 
an a£Hon than defend my half-finilhed works ; but 

3 ^ 
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as you fay Digby is hourly exped^) and promife 
every . exertion to aflift me, 1 do not think myfelf 
juftified in putting the fate of the war on fo dcfpc- 
rate an attempt. By examining the tranfports with 
care, and turning out ufelefs mouths,^ my provifions 
will laft at leaft fix week^ from this day, if we can 
prefcrve them from accidents. The cavalry muft^ 
1 fear^ be all loft. I am of opinion, that you can 
do me no efFe&ual fervrce, but by coming diredly 
to this place. 

Lieutenant Conway, of the Cormorant, is juft ex- 
changed. He afluTes me, that fince the Rhode 
Ifland fquadron has joined, they have thirty- fix fail 
of the line. This place is in no ftatc of defence. 
If you cannot relieve me very foon, you muft be 
prepared to hear the word. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORN WALL IS. 



NUMBER IX. 

Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Comwallis, dated 
New Tork. Sept. 24, 1 781. — [In Cypher.] 

[Received September 29, 178 1. J 

MY LORD, 

I WAS honoured yefterday with your Lord(hip'$ 
letter of the 16th and 17th inftanCi and at a meet- 
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ing of the General and Flag Officers held this day, 

it is determined, that above five thoufand men, rank 

■ 

and file, Ihall be embarked on board the King's 
fhips, and the joint exertions of the navy and army 
made in a few days to relieve you, and afterwards 
co-operate with you. 

The fleet confifts of twenty-three fail of the line, 
three of which arc three deckers. There is every 
reafon to hope we ftart from hence the 5th Odtobcr.* 
I have received your Lordfhip's letter of the 8th 
inftant. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

H. CLINTON. 

P. S. Admiral Digby is this moment arrived at 
the Hook, with three fail of the line. 

At a venture, without knowing whether they can 
be feen by us, I requeft, that if all is well, upon 
hearing a confiderable firing towards the entrance of 
the Chefapeaky three large ieparate fmokes may be 
made parallel to it; and, if youj)o(refs the pod of 
Gloucefter, four. 

I (hall fend another runner foon. 

H. CLINTON. 
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N U M B E R X. 

Earl Comwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, dated Tprk^ 
S^'own in Virginia^ September 29, lySi, 10 P. Af. 

[In Cypher.] 

SIR, 

I HAVE ventured ' thefe laft two days to look 
General Wafliington's whole force in tlie face in the 
pofition on the outfide of my works, and I have the 
pleafure to aflTure your Excellency, that there was 
but one wifli throughout the whole army, which 
was, that the enemy "would advance. 

I have this evening received, your letter of the 

■ 

24th, which has given me tlie gr^ateft. fatisfaAion. 
I fliall retire this night within the works, and have 
no doubt, if relief arrives in any reafonable time, 
York and Gloucefter will b^'both in poffelCon of 
his Majefty's troops. 

I believe your Excellency trtuft depend more on 
the found of our, cannon than the fignal of fmokes 
for informrtioh ; however, 1 will attempt it on the 
Gloucefter fide. *— Medicines are wanted, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORN WALL IS. 



• fc« « 
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NUMBER XL 

I 

Sir Henfy CBnton jo Earl ComwalIis\ dated New- 

Tark, September 25, 1781. 

» 

[[Duplicate^ — in Cypher. — Received Oftober 2,3 

MY LORD, 

MY letter of yeftcrday will have informed your 
Lordfbip of the number of fhrps and troops we can 
bring with us. — It is fuppofcd the neceflary repairs 
of the fleet will dictain us here to the 3th of Ofto- 
ber; and your Lordfhip mud be fenfiblc that unfore- 
feeo accidents may. Lengthen it out a day or two 
longer; I therefore intreat you to lofe no time in 
kttiDg me know by the bearer your real fituation^ 
and your opinion how upon our arrival we can. bed 
aft to form a junftion with you> together with the 
cxaft ftrcngth of the enemy's fleet, and what part of 
the Chefapca^ they appear to be mod jealous of. 

I have the iionour to be, &c. 

H. CLINTON. 

P. S. As your Lordftiip muft have better intelli- 
fjtntc than we can poflibly have, I requeft you will 
fend a trufly perfon to each of the capes, about the 

7th 
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7th of next month, with every infprnration re- 
Ipefting the force and fituation of the cnemyi; ypq 
may judge necei&ry, and direfltons to continue tjier^ 
until our arrival^ when fmall veflels will be ienc to 
briog off any perfon they.tnay find there. 



NUMBER XII. 

Earl ComwalUs to Sir Hefiry Clinton^ dated, lari-^ 
Town, • Virginia^ Offober J, 1 7 8 1 . 

[In Cypher. 3 

SIR,,., / 

I RECEIVED your letter of the 25th of Septem- 
ber lajft night. The enemy are encamped about two 
miles from us. On the night of the 30th of Septem- 
ber they broke ground^ sind made two redoubts 
about eleven hundred yards from our works, 
which, with- (brae works that had been con- 
ftrufted ,tQ fecure our exterior pofition occupy a 
gorge between twt) creeks which nearly embrace this 
port- They have fin^ifhed thtfe redoubts, and I ex- 
pe(5l they wlH go on with their works this night. 
From the tiine. thic the enemy have given us, and 
the uncommon exertions of the troops, our works 
are in a better (late of defence than we had reafon 
to hope, 

D d I can 
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I can fee no meins of forming a jun(5Fion with me 
but by York river, and I do not think that any di* 
verfion would be of ufe to us. Our accounts of 
the 'ftrength of the French fleet have in general been^ 
that they were thirty-five or thirty-fix fail of the line . 
they have freauently changed their pofition -, two 
*ihips of the line and one frigate lie at the mouth of 
this river; and our laft accounts wcre^ that the body 
of the fleet lay between the tail of the Horfe (hoc and . 
York fpit. Aad it is likewifc faid, that four line of 
battle Ihips l^y % few days ago in Hampton road. 
I fee little chance of my being able to fend perfons 
tQ wait for you at the capes, but'l will if polfible, 

I have the honopr to be, . &c# 

CORN WALL IS, 



NUMBER Xin. 

&r Henry Cliniqn to Earl Cornwallis^ dated J^ew-Tork^ 

f 

September 30^, 1 7 8 1 • 
[Duplicate, -r- in Cypher,] , 

[Received Odlober 10, from Major Cockran.] 

MY LORD, 
YOUR Lordftiip may be aflurcd that I am doing 
f very thing in my powc^f to relieve you by a direct 

move. 
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move, and I have reafon to hope^ from the aflurances 
given me this day by Admiral Graves, that we maV 
pafs the bar by the izth of Oftober, tf the winds 
perrpir, and no unforefeen accident happens t this, 
however, is fubjeft' to difappointmenr, wherefore, ff 
I hear from you, your wifhes will of courfe dlredt 
me, and I (hall perfift in my idea .of a dircdt move^ 
even to the middle of November, fliould it be youf 
Lordfliip^s opinion that you can hold out fo long i 
but if, when I hear from you, you tell me that you 
cannot, and I am without hopes .of .arriving in time- 
tofuccour.you by a dirc(5t move^ I will immediately; 
make an attempt upon Philadelphia by .land, giving; 
you notice, if poflible, of my int^nuon. If this fhoulA 
draw any .part of VVafliington's force from * you, it; 
may poffibly give yqu an opportiyiity of skiing fome- 
thing to fave. your. army ;;.of;wh'ich, however, you 
can bcft judge- from being upon .the fpot. ; : 



• ■■. » .' 



.1 have the honour to be, &c. 



H. CLINTON. 
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\. N U M B E R XIV. 

Eerl Cornwallis to Sir Henry CUntoriy K. B. dated 
tork'Town, Virginia^ OStober 11,1781. — 12 Af. 

[In Cypher.] 

SIR, 
COCHRAN arrived ycftcrday. I have oaly to, 
i^at what I faid in my letter of the 3d, that nothing 
but a dircft move to York river, which includes a 
fiiccefsful naval aAlon, can fave me. The enemy 
made their firfl: parallel on the night of the 6th, at 
the difl[ance of fix hundred yards, and have perfeAed 
it, and conftrudted places of arms and batteries, withi 
great df^ularity and caution. On the evening, of the. 
9th their batteries, opened, and have lince continued 
firing without intermilTion, with about forty pieces 
of cannon, nioftly, heavy, arvd (ixteen mortars; from 
eight to fixteen inches. We have loft about fcventy 
men, and many of our works are confiderably da. 
maged ; with fuch woirks on difadvantageous ground, 
againfl: fo powerful an attack we cannot hope to 
make a very long refiftance. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 

P. $• Since 



9 
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P. S. — Oft. 1 1, 5 P. M. -^ Since my letter waa 
written, we have loft thirty (ncn. 

Oft. 12, — 7 P. M. Laft night the enemy made 
their fecond parallel acthedifiance of three hundred 
yards. 

We continue to lofe men very faft. 



NUMBER XV. 

JEarl C^rnwallis to Sir Henry Clinton ^ K. B. dated Tork^ 

^orvn^ October 15, 1781. 

[In Cypher. ] 
SIR, 

Ij A S T evening the enemy carried my two ad- 
vanced fedoubts on the left by ftorm, and during 
the nigbc have included them in their fecond p^ 
ralki, which they are at prefent bufy in pekfeftitig. 
My iituationnow .becomes very critical; we dare noc 
Ihew ii gun cotbeh* old batteriesj and I expeft that 
their n&fr ones will* open to-morrow morning ; expe- 
rience has ihewri that our frefh earthen works do not 
refift their powerful artillery, fo that we fhall foon be 
expofed to an aflault in ruined works, in a bad po« 
fition, and with weakened numbers. The fafecy of 
the place is, therefore, fo precarious, that I cannot 
recommend that the fleet and army fhould run great 
rifque in endeavouring to fave us. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 

NUMBER 
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NUMBER XVI. • 

Eof'l Cornwailis to Sir Henry Clinton^ K. B. daitd Tork* 
^owfiy Virginai October 20^ 1781. 

* * 

SIR, 

1 have the mortification to inform your Excellency 
that I have been forced to give up the polls of York 
and Gloucefter^ and to funender the troops under 
my command, by capitulation on the the X9th inft. 
as prifoners of war to the combined forces of Ame- 
rica and France. 

' I never faw this poll in a very favourable light, 
i>VLt when I found I \ya$ to be attacked in it in fo 
unprepared a ftate, by fo powerful an arniy aind 
artillery, nothing but the hopes of relief would hare 
induced me to attempt its defences -fur I would 
cither have endeavoured to efcape to New*York*r, by 
rapid marches from the Gloucefter fide, immediately 
on the arrival of General Wafhington's troops at 
* Williamfburgh, or I would notwithftanding the difpa- 
rity of numbers have attacked them in the open field, 
where it might have been juft pofllble that fortune 
would have favoured the gallantry of the handfuLof 
troops under my command: but being afTured .by your 
^Excellency's letters, that every poffible means would 
be tried by the navy and army to relieve us, I could 
not think myfelf at liberty to venture upon either 

of 
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of thofc defperate attempts ; therefore, after remain- 
ing for two days in a ftrong pofition in front of thi$ 
place, in hopes of being attacked, upon obfrrving 
that the enemy were taking meafures, which could 
not fail of turning my left flank in a fhort time, and* 
receiving on the fecond evening your letter of the 
24th of September, informing that the relief would 
fail" about the 5th of Oftober, I withdrew within the 
works on the n^ghtof the 29th of September, hoping 
by the labour and firmnefs of the foldiers, to pro* 
traft the defence until you could arrive. Every thing 
was to be expeded from the fpi'rit of the troops, but 
every difadvaiUage attended their labour, as the works 
were to be continued under the enemy's fire, and our 
ftock of intrenching tools, which did not much ex- 
ofeed four hundred, when "we began to work in the 
htter end of Augufl:, was now much diminiihed. 

The enemy broke ground on the night of the 
30th, and conftru£i:ed on that night, and the two 
following days and nights, two redoubts, which, 
with fome works that had belonged to our outward 
pofition, occupied a gorge between two creeks or 
ravines, which come from the river on each fide of 
the town. On" the night of the 6th of Oftober they 
made their firft parallel,* extending from its right on 
the river to a deep ravine on the left, nearly oppofite 
tt> the center of this place, and embracing our whole 
left at the diftance of fix hundred yards. Having 
perfeAed this parallel, their batteries opened on the 

4 evening; 
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evening of the 9th, againft our left, and other hat-^ 
terics fired at the fame time againft a redoubt^ ad* 
vanced over the Creek upon our rigfet, and defended 
by about one hundred and twenty men of the %i^ 
regiment and marines^ who maintained that pod with, 
uncommon gallantry. The fire continued inceflant. 
from heavy cannon and from mortars and howitzes,. 
throwing (hells from eight to fixceen inches, until 
al) our guns on the left were filenced, opr work 
much dama^^ed, and OLir lofs of men coniiderable. 
On the night of the nth thity began their fecond 
parallel, about three hundred yards nearer to us i 
the troops being much wcakened-by ficknefs as well 
as by the fire of the bcficgers, and obfcrving that 
the enemy had not only fecurcd their Hanks, but 
proceeded in every refpedt with the utmoft regularitjs 
and caution, I could not venture fo large forties,^ 
as to hope from them any confiderable effecb ^ but 
etherwife, I did every thing in my power to interrupt 
this woi;k, by opening new embrazures for guns» 
and keeping up a conftant fire with all the howitzes 
and fmall mortars that we could nnan. On the evening 
of the 14th, they aflfaulted and carried two redoubts 
that had been advanced about three hundred yarda 
for the purpofe of delaying their approaches, and 
covering our left fiank, and during the night 10^ 
eluded them in their fecond parallel, on which they 
continued to work with the utmoft exertion. Being 
perfefily fcnfibic that our works could not ftand many 

hours 
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hours after the opening of the batteries of that pa- 
rallel, we not only continued a conflant fire with all 
our mortars, and every gun that could be brought 
to bear upon it, but a little before day break on the 
morning of the i6tb, I ordered a fortic of about 
three hundred and fifcy men under the direfiion of 
Lieutenant- colonel Abercrombie to attack two bat- 
teries, which appeared to be in the greatcft forward- 
nefs, and to fpike the guns. A detachment of guards 
with the eightieth company of Grenadiers, under the 
command of Lieutenant-colonel Lake attacked the 
one, and one of Light Infantry under the command 
of Major Armftrong attacked the other, and both 
fuccceded by forcing the redoubts that covered them, 
fpiking eleven guns, and killing or wounding about 
(Joe hundred of the French troops, who had the 
guard of that part of the trenches, and with little 
lofs on our fide. This aftion, though extremely 
honourable to the officers and foldicrs who executed 
it, proved of little public advantage, for the can- 
non having been fpikcd in a hurry, were foon ren- 
dered fit for fervice again, and before dark the whole 
parallel and batteries appeared to be nearly com- 
plete. At this time ux knew that there was no pan 
of the whole front attacked, on which we could 
fhow a finglc gun, and our (hells were nearly expend- 
ed J I therefore had only to chufe between preparing 
to furrender next day, or endeavouring to get off 
with the greatell part of the troops, and I deter- 
£ c mtned 
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mined to attempt the latter^ refledbing that though 
it (hould prove unfuccefsful in its immediate objed, 
it might at leaft delay the enemy in the profecutioD of 
further enterprizes : (ixteen large boats were prepared, 
and upon other pretexts wtre ordered to be in readi- 
nefs to receive troops precifelyat ten o'clock. With 
thefe I hoped to pafis the infantry during the nighty 
abandoning our baggage, and leaving a detachment 
to capitulate for the town's people, and the iick and 
wounded ; on which fubjed a letter was ready to be 
delivered to General Wafliington. After making my 
arrangements with the utmoft fecrecy» the Light 
Infantry, greateft part of the Guards, and part of 
the twenty- third regiment landed at Gloucefter^ 
but at this critical moment, the weather from being 
moderate and calm, changed to a mod violent ftorm 
of wind and rain, and drove all the boats, fome of 
which had troops on board, down the river. It was 
foon evident that the intended paflfage was imprac- 
ticable, and the abfence of the boats rendered it 
equally impoQible to bring back the troops that had 
pafled ; which I had ordered about two in the moriw 
ing. In this (ituation, with my little force divided^ 
the enemy's batteries opened at day break ; the paf- 
fage between this place and Gloucefter was much ex- 
pofed, but the boats having now returned, they were 
ordered to bring back the troops that bad jiafled 
during the night, and they joined us in the forenoon 
without much lo(s« Our works in the mean time 

were 
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mcnere going to ruin^ and not having been able txx 
ftrengthen them by abbatis, nor in any other manner 
but by a (light f raizing which the enemy's artillery 
were demoliftiing wherever they fired, my opinion 
entirely coincided with that of the engineer and prin- 
cipal officers of the army, that they were in many 
places aflailable in the forenoon, and that -by the 
continuencc of the fame fire for a few hours longer, 
they would be in fuch a ftate as to render it defperate 
with our numbers to attempt to maintain them. We 
at that time could not fire a fingle gun, only one 
eight-inch and little more than an hundred cohorn 
fliells remained ; a diverfion by the French Ihips of 
war that lay at the mouth of York-river, was to 
be cxpeftcd. Our numbers had been diminilhed by 
the enemy's fire, but particularly by ficknefs, and 
the ftrength and fpirits of thofe in the works were 
much exhaufted by the fatigue of cOnftant watching 
and unremitting duty. Under all thefe circum- 
flances, I thought it would have been wantbn and 
inhuman to the laft degree to facrifice the lives of 
thift fmall body of gallant foldiers, who had ever 
behaved with fo much fidelity and courage, by ex- 
pofing them to an aflault, which from the numbers 
sind precautions of the enemy could not fail to fuc- 
ceed* L therefore propofed to capitulate, and I have 
the honour to inclofe to your Excellency the copy 
of the corrcfpondencc between General Wafliington 
and me on that fubjeft^ and the terms of capitula- 

£ e 2 tion 



}i2 Cmrejpcndence ntatiae to $he 

tiom agreed upoa. I fincerely lamenc that better 
couLd not beobraiaedy but I have negledbed nothing 
in thy power to alleviate the misfortuQe and diftrefs 
of ' both officers and ibldiers. The men are weli 
cloached and provided with neceflariesi and I truft 
will berilegularly fupplied by the means of the offi- 
cers that are permuted to remain with them. The 
treatment, in general, tKat we h^ve received from 
the enemy fince our furrcnder, has bden perfectly 
good and proper ; bat the kindnefs and attentionr 
that has been (hewn to us by the French officers ia 
particular, their delicate fenfibility of our fuuations 
their generous and prefling oSer of money both public 
and (Xivate, to any amount, has really gone beyond 
vjh%t I can pofTibly defcribe, and will, I hope, make 
an inipreffion on the breaft of every Britifli officer^ 
whenever the fortune of war ihould put any of them 
into our power. 

Although the event has been fo unfortunate^ the. 
patience of the foldiers in bearing the gneateft fati* 
gues, and their firnanefs and intrepidity under a per* 
fevering fire of (hot and (hells, that I believe has not 
often been exceeded, defervcd the higheft admiratioa 
and praife. A fuccefsful defence, however, in our 
fituatioa was perhaps impoiEble, for the place could: 
only be reckoned an intrenched camp, fubjcft in 
moll places to enfilade, and the ground in general 
fo difadvantageous, that nothing but the oeccffity 
of fortifying it as a pofl to protcdt the navy, could 

have 
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hav« irkluced any perfon to credk works upon it* 
Our force diminiftied daily by ficknefs and other 
lofles, and was reduced when we offered to capitu- 
late on this fide to little more -than three thoufand 
two hundred rank and file fit for duty, including 
officers, fervants, and artificers; and at Glouccfter 
about fix hundred, including eavalry. The enemy's 
army confifted of upwards of eight thoufand French, 
nearly as many continentals^ and five thoufand mi- 
litia. They brought an immenfe train of heavy ar- 
tillery, mod amply furnifhed with ammunition, and 
pcrfeftly well manned. ' . 

The conftant and univerfal chearfulnefs and fpirit 
of the ofiicers in all hardfiiips and danger, deferve 
my warmeft acknowledgments; and I have been 
particukrly indebted to Brigadier-general O'Hara, 
and to Lieutenant-colonel Abercrombie, the former 
commanding on the right and the latter on the left, 
for their attention and exertion on every oceafion. 
The detachment of the twenty*third regiment of 
Marines in the redoubt on the right, commanded by 
Captain Apthorpe, and the fublequent detachments 
commanded by Lieutenant- colonel Johnfon, deferve 
particular commendation. Captain Rochfort who 
commanded the artillery, and indeed every officer and 
foldier of that difiiYiguiihed corps ; and Lieutenant 
Sutherland the commanding Engineer have merited 
in every refpeft my higheft approbation j and I 
cannot fuflSciendy acknowledge my obligations to 

4 Captain 
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Captain Symonds, who commanded his Majefty's 
ihipSj and to the other officers and Teamen of the 
navy for their adive and zealous co-operation. 

i tranfmit returns of our killed and woundcdj 
the lofs of feamen and towns people was likewife 
confiderable. 

I truft that your Excellency will pleafe to haften . 
the return of the Bonetta, after landing her paflen- 
gers, in compliance with the article of capitulation. 

Lieuteuant-colonel Abercrombie will have the 
honour to deliver this difpatch, and is well qualified 
to explain to your Excellency every particular re- 
lating to our paft and prefent fituation, 

I have the honour to be^ &c, 

CORNWALLIS, 

• • ■ ■ ' 

Inclofed in No. XVI. 

Copy of Earl Comwallis's Letter to General Wafhington^ 
dated TorK in Virginia, ORober i-jtby 1781. 

S I R, 

I PROPOSE a ceflation of hoftilities for twenty 
four hours, and that two officers may be appointed 
by each fide, to meet at Mr. Moore's houfe, to fettle 
tertns for the furrender of the pods of York and 
Gloucefter. 

I have the honour to be^ &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 

la* 
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• Indofed in No. XVI. 

Cojy of General Wajhington^s Letter to Earl CornwaUis^ 
dated Camp before Tork^ I'jtb Oaober, 178 !• 

MY LORD, 

I HAVE had the honour of receiving your Lord- 
Clip's letter of this date. 

An ardent defire to fparc the further effufion of 
blood, will readily incline me to liften to fuch terms, 
for the furrender of your pofts and garrifons at York 
and Gloucefter as are admiffible. 

I wifhj previous to the meeting of Commiffioners, 
that your Lordlhip's propofah, in writing, may be 
fent to the American lines; for which purpofe, a 
fufpenfion of hoftilities, during two hours from the 

delivery pf this letter, will be granted. 

» 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Indofed in No. XVI. 

Copy of Earl QrmvalUs*s Letter to General Waflnngton, 
dated Torky in Vtrpnia, lytb Oif. 1 781. Hal/pa^ 
Foury P.M. 

S I R, 
I HAVE this moment been honoured with your 
Excellency's letter, dated this day. 



^ • 
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The time limited for fending mjr anfwer will not ad- 
mit of entering into the detail of articles; but the bafis 
of my propofals will be, that the garrifons of York 
and 6loucefl:er (hall be prifoners of war, with the cuf« 
tomary honours. And, for the conveniency of the 
individuals which I have the honour to command^ 
that the Briti(h fhall be fent to Britaii>j and the 
Germans to Germany, under engagement not to 
ferve againft France, America, or their allies^ un- 
til releafed or regularly exchanged. That all arms 
aifd public ftores fliall be delivered up to you i but 
ihat the ufual indulgence of fide-arms to. officers^ 
and of retaining private property, ihall be granted 
to officers and foldiers, and that the intereft of fe- 
▼eral individuals, in civil capacities and connected 
with us, (hall be attended to. 

If your Excellency thinks that a continuance of 
the fufpenfion of hoftilities will be neceflary, to tranf- 
mit your anfwer, I ihall have ho objeftion to the 
hour that your may propofe. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 



Inclofed 
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^Cepy 0/ General fFaJhingten's Letter to Earl Cor/Koallii^i 
datedt Camp btftre 2'ork, i%tb OSfokr, 1781 

MY LORD, 

TO avoid unnecefTjiy difculTions and rfdaj's, \- 
fhall al once, in anfwcr to your Lordihip's letter of 
ycftcrday, tlecUre the general bafis upon which a 
definitive treaty of cajiiculatioa may take place. 

The garrifons of York and Glouccfter, including 
the leanien, as you propofe, (hall be received prifo- 
ncrs of war. The condition annexed of fending 
the Bricilh and Gtrhian troops to the parts of Europe 
• to which they rcfpcftivcly belong, is inadmiffiblei 
Inftead of this, . they will be marched to fuch parls 
of the country as can moft conveniently provide for; 
their fubfirteocc, and the bencvoleflc treatment ofi 
the prifoners, which is invariably otrierved by the 
Americans, will be extended to them. The fame ho- 
nours will be granted to the futrenderlng army a9 
were granted to the garrifon of Charles-town. 

The fiiipping and boats in the two harbours, with 
all their guns, ftores, tackling, furniture, and apparel, 
Ihall be delivered, in their prefent ftate, to an offictr 
of the navy, appointed to iske pofleffion of them. 

The artillery, arms, accoutrements, n^litary chcft, 
and public ftores of every denomination, (hall be 
delivered unimpaired to the heads of the departments 
tD,which they rcfpedtivcly belong, 
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The ofiicers fhall be indulged in retaining their 
fide-arms, and the officers and foldicrs may preferve 
their baggage and ef&fts^ with this refepre, tbyc 
propertjr taken ip the country will be reclaimed. 

With regard to the individuals in civil capacities^ 
whofe intereft your Lordfhip wiflies may be attended 
tc^ until they are more particularly defcribed, no- 
thing definitive can be fettled. 

I have to add, that I expeA the fi^ck and wounded 
will be fupplied with their own hofpital ftoreSt tnd 
be attended by Britiih furgcons, particularly charged 
with the care of them. 

Your liOrdihip will be pleafed to fignify your dd- 
termination, either to accept or rejeft the propofali 
now ofFeredy in the courfe of two hours fit>m tbe 
delivery of this letter, that Commiffioners may be 
appointed to digeft the articles of capitulation^ or 
a renewal of hoftilities may take place* 

• 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

hido^ in No. XVL 

<!l9fy of Earl Comwallis^s Letter to General ff^ajbln^tm^ 
dated Tork in Virginia^ litb O^obtr, 1781. 

S I R, 

I AGREE to open a treaty of capitulation upon 
the bafis of the ^urifons of York and Glouceilef^ 
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including feamen, being prlfoners of war, without 
annexing the condition of their being fent to Europe j 
but I expcft to receive 3 compcafacion in the articles 
of capitulation for the furrendcr of Glouccfter in i« 
prefent ftate of defence. 

I fliall, in particular, defire, tliat the Bonettfi fli 
of war may be left entirely at my difpofal, from tl 
hour that the capitulation is figned, to receive an Aid- 
dc-camp to carry my difpatchcs to Sir Henry Clintotwr 
Such foldiers as I may think proper 10 fend as paf- 
fengcrs in her, to be manned with fifty men of fitr! 
own crew, and to be permitted to fail without exa- 
mination, when my difpatchcs are ready : engaging^ 
on niy part, that the (hip fhall be brought back am 
delivered to you, jflhecfcapes the dangers of 
fea, that the crew and foldiers ftiall be accounted 
in future exchanges, that ihc fliall carry off no officer 
without your confenr, nor public property of any 
kind ; and I (hall likcwife defire, that the traders and 
inhabitants may preferve their property, and that no^ 
perfon may bepuniflied or molefted for having joirtej' 
the Briiilh troops. 

If you chooi'e to proceed to ncgociation on thefe 
grounds, I fliall appoint two field officers of my army 
to meet two officers from you, at any time and 
place that you think proper, to digeft the articles of 
capitulation. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALL I 
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Inclofed in No/ XVI. 
CO P Y 

O F T H E 

ARTICLES OF CAPITULATION, 

SETTLED between his Excellency General Wafhington, 
Commander inChief of the combined forces of America 
an4. France — his Excellency the Count de Rochambeau, 
Lieutenant General of the armies of the King of France, 
Great Crofs of the roygl and military order of St. Louis, 
commanding the auxiliary troops bf his Moft Chriftiaa 
Majefty in Americji ; and his Excellency the Count de 
Graile, Liputenant-geqeral of the naval armies of his 
Moft Chriftian Majefty, Commander of the ordpr of St. 
Louis, Commander in Chief of the naval aripy of 
France in the Chefapeak, on the one part ; and the Right 
Honourable Earl Cornwallis, Lieutenant-general of his 
Britannic Maje{ty*s forces, commanding the garrifons of 
York and Gloucefter ; and Thomas Symonds, Efq/ com-t 
inanding his Britannic Majefty's naval forces iQ York' 
ffvcr^ in Virginia, pn the other part^ 

ARTICLE I. 

The garrifons of York and Gloucefter, including 
the oncers and feamen of his Britannic Majefty's 
*-^ip3, 03 well as othpr naarincrs, to furrcnder them* 
felvcs prifoners of war to the combined forces of 
Amciica and France, The land troops to remain 
prifoners to the United States — the navy to the naval 
Mrmy q{ his Moft Chriftian Majefty.. 
Gr anted » 
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ARTICLE II. 

■ 

^ The artillery, arms, accoutrements, military cheft, 
and public ftores of every denomination, fhall be de- 
livered unimpaired to the fajea^ of departments ap- 
poiored to receive them. 

Granted. , 

. . A JL T I CL.E. m. 

At twelve o'clock this day the two redoubts on 
the left flank of York to be delivered, the one to a 
^e^achment of Ameriran infantry, the other to a de- 
tachment of French grenadiers. 

Granted. 

The garrifon of York will march put to a place to 
be, appointed in front of the pofts, at two o'clock 
precifely, with fhouldered arms, colours cafec^ and 
drums beating a Britifl^ or German mirch. They 
arc then to ground their arms, and return to their 
Jbncampments, where they will remain until they are 
difpatched to the places of their deftination. Two 
works on the Glouceftcr fide will be delivered at one 
o'clock to a detachment of French and American 
troops appointed to poflcfs them. ' The garrifon 
imW. march out at three o'clock in the afternoon ; 
;;jbc' cavalry with their fwords drawn, trumpets foun- 
ding, and the infantry in the manner prefcribed for 
the garrifon of Xork. They are litewifc to re- 
turn to their encampments until they can be finally 

^narchcd off, . 

AEriCLE 
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ARTICLE IV. 

^ OfBcers are td retain their fide-arms. Both officers 
arid foldiers to keep their private property of every 
(ind ; and no part of their baggage or papers to 
be at any time fubjeft to fearch or rnfpeftion. The 
baggage and papers of officers and foldiers taken 
during the fiege ^to be likewife preferred for them. 

. Granted. : 

tt is underflood that any property obvioudy be* 
longing to the inhabiuhts of thefe States in tbq 
pofieiEon of the garrifon^ (hall be fubjedt to be re- 
claimed. 

A RT IC LE V. 

The foldiers to be kept in Virginia^ Maryland^ or 
Pcnnfylvania, and as much by regiments as poffiblc^ 
and fupplied with the fame rations of provifions as 
are allowed to foldiers in the fervice of America. A 
field officer from each nation, to wit^ Britifb^ An« 
fpach^ and HcffliaA^ and other officers on parole, in 
the proportion cf one to fifty men, to be allowed to 
refide near their refpeitive regiments, to vifit theoi 
frequently, and be witnefifes of their treatnnent, and 
that their dficers may ,receiyfc and deliver cloathtng 
and other necefiTaties for them, for wiuch pafiTporta 
are to be granted when applied for* 

Granted* 

ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE VI. 

The General, Staff, and other officers not em- 
ployed, as mentioned in rhe above articles, and who 
choofc it, to be permitted to go on parole to Europe, 
to New- York, or to any other American maritime 
polls at prefcnt in the poflcflion of the Britifh forces, 
ftt their own option, and proper vefiels to be granted 
by the Count de Graffe to carry them under flags of 
truce to New-York within ten days from this date, 
if pofTiblc, and they to refide in a diftri^ to be 
agreed upon hereafter, until they embark. 

The officers of the civil department of the army 
and navy to be included in this article. Paffports 
to go by land to be granted to thofe to whom velTeU 
cannot be furniihed. 
^L Cranccd. 



ARTICLE VIL 



Officers to be allowed to keep foldiers as fervaot^ 
»ccordir^ to the corrimon praftice of the fervice. 
Servants not foldiers are not to becon&dered as pri< 
foners, and are to be allowed to attend their mafteri. 
1 Granted. 



I 



ARTICLE vm. 

Tbe Bonetta (loop of war -to be equipped, and na- 
*igatcd by its prefcnt Capuin and crew, and left en^ 

4 ^''^'^ 
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tirely at the difpofal of Lord Comwallis from the 
hour that the capitulation is figned, to receive an Aid 
de Camp to carry, difpatches to Sir Henry Clinton ; 
and fuch foldiers as he may chink proper to fend to 
New- York, to be permitted to fail without exami- 
nation. When his difpatches are ready, - his Lord- 
Ihip engages on hfs part that; the (hip (hall be deli- 
vered to the order of the Count cie Grafle, if (he 
cfcapes the dangers of the fca. That (he (hall not 
carry off any public (lores. Any part of the crew 
that may be deficknt on her return, and the foldiers 
pa(rengers^ to be accounted for on her delivery. 

A R T I C L E IX. 

.. The traders afc to-preferve their property, and to 
be allowed three months to difpo(e of or remove 
theni ; and thofe traders are not to be con(idered as 
prifoners of war. 

The traders' will be allowed to difpofe of their 
y eflfefts, the allied army having the right of pre- 

emption. The traders to be confidered as prifoners 
of war upon parole. 

ARTICLE X. 

Natives or inhabitants of diflferent parts of this 
country at prefent in Vork or Gloucefter, are not to 
be puni(hed on account of having joined the Britilh 
army. 

This 
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This article cannot be aflentcd to, being altogether 
of civil rcfort. ' 

A R T I C L E XI. . 

Proper hofpitals tp be furnilhed for the fick and 
wounded. They arc to be attended by their owii 
furgeons on parole ; and they are to be furni(hed 
with medicines and fto'res from the American hof«> 
pifals. . : , 

The hofpital (lores hchv in York* and Gloucefter 
(hall be delivered for the ufe of the Britiih fick and 

. A 

wounded. Paffports will be granted fof procuring 
them further fupplics from. New-York, as occafion 
may require ; and proper hofpitals will be furnillied 
for the reception of the fick and wounded of the 
two garrifons. 

A'R T I CLE' XII. 

Waggons- to be furhiftied to carry the baggage of 
the officers attending the ibidiers, an^ to furgeons 
when travelling on account of the fick> attending the 
hofpitals at public expence. 

They are to be furni0ied if poffiblc. 

ARTICLE XIIL 

• 

The fliipping and boats in the two harbours, with 
all their ftores, guns, tackling and apparel, fhall be 
delivered up in their prcfent (late to an officer of the 

G g navy 
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navy appointed to take poflcflion of them, prevloufljr 
unloading the private property, part of which had 
been on board for fccurity during the fiege. 

Granted. 

ART I C L E XIV, 

No article of capitulation to be infiringed on pre- 
tence of reprifals \ and if there be any doubtful ex- 
preflfions in it, they are to be interpreted according 
to the common meaning and acceptation of the 
words. 

Granted. 



Done at Tork-town, in Virginia^ Oftober 19, 
1781. 

CORNWALLIS. 
THO». SYMONDS. 

Done in the trenches before York-town, in Vir* 
ginia^ Odober 19, 1781. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Le Comtc dc ROCHAMBEAU. 

Le Comte de B ARRAS, 

En mon nom fc cclui dxt 

Comte de GRASSE. 



NUM- 
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Sir Henry CHnUn, to Earl Cemwallii, dauJ Nev:- 
Torkf November y^lbj 1781. 

MY LORD, 
AFTER tlKr cortverfalion I had with your Lordfhip 
{before I fent your letter to be publifhed) in whick \ 
ve feemed fo perfectly to agree, I muft beg your | 
Lordfhip's pardon for agaia troubling you on tlie futi- 
jcft 1 but being informed, perhaps officioufly, fhat I 
fome people here fuppofc there are paffagcs in thac ] 
letter which convey an idea, that you had been com- 
pelled by my orders to take the poft of York, thougb I 
it was nut your own preference; that you had reprc- 
fcnted the defetfls of the ground, and were detained 
there contrary to your own judgement ; and likewifc 
that I had promifed the exertions of ilie navy before 
my letter of the 24th of September: I am pcrfuadcd 
your Lordfhip will readily excufc vrty requcfting a 
more formal avowal ofyoior Veniimenti, left I Hiould 
have then miftaken them ; because if that fhould un- 
fortunately be ttie cafe, I may perhaps be under ihc 
neceflity of taking meafures to obviate your letter 
being viewed in tlie {acne light in England. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

H. CLINTON. 



G g a 



N U M- 



228 ' Correfpndence rtlative to th$ 

\ 

NUMBER XVIII. 

EarlCornwallis to Sir Henry Ointotiy K. B. dated New* 

Tork^ 2d December, i-jSi. 

S I R, 

YESTERDAY afternoon I was honoured with 

your Excellcncy-s letter dated the 30th November. 

I do not recoiled that aoy converfacion pafTed be- 
tween us the other day, before the publication of my 
letter, relative to my reafons for taking poflcflion of 
the pofts of York and Glguccftcr ; but in my anfwcr 
to your difpatches, dated the 8th and ;iith July, 
directing me fo pofitivcly to poilefs a harbour in 
the Chefapeak for line, of battle fhips^ your £x- 

■ » ■ ■ ■ ■ 

cellency will fee, that after finding that works on 
Point Comfort could not proteft a naval force in 
Hampton Road, I thought that I afted in ftrift obe- 
dience to your orders by taking poflelFion of thefe 
pods, 1 thought it unneceffary to enter into a mi- 
nute detail of the difadvantages of the ground, either 
on my firfl: examination of it in the month of June, 
or on my return to it in Au^uft j becaufe on the firft 
occafion, as I have already had the honour of explain- 
ing to your Excellency, I did not, after feeing ir, en- 
tertain, tor a moment, an idea of occupying it, not 
thinking myfclf at liberty, by the inftruftions under 
which I then aded, to detain the greateft part of the 
force in Virginia for the'purpofe of fecuring a harbour 

lor 
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for (hlpi of the line ; and on my return to it in Auguft 
I thought it then became my duty to make the beft 
of it I could, having no other hafboof to propofe in 
its place. 

In re^rd to the promife of the exertions of thtr 
navy previous to your letter of the 24th of September, 
I can only repeat what I had the honour of faying to 
your Excellency in the converfation to which you al- 
lude, that without any particular engagements for the 
navy before that dare, all your letters held out ufti-' 
formly hopes of relief, and that I had no reafon from 
any of them to fuppofe that you had loft figKt of the 
poflibility of effefting it ; and that under thefe hopes, 
after ferious refleftion, I did not think that it would 
have been juftifiable in me to abandon thefe pofts with 
our numerous fick, artillery, (lores, and (hipping; or 
to n(k an action which, in^all probability, would, in 
in its confcquences, have precipitated the lofs of them* 

My letter from York, dated the 20th of Oftobef, 
was written under great agitation of mind, and in 
great hurry, being conftantly interrupted by numbera 
of people coming upon bufinefs or ceremony ; but 
my intention in writing that letter was to cxplam the 
motives that influenced my own conduft, and to 
narrate the incidents that preceded the extremity that 
forced us to furrender. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS, 

NUM- 



S.M Corrt/pottJeHee relative ttt the . 



NUMBER XIX 
Sbr iJenry Clinton^ K. Bf to Earl CornwaUis^ Jstid 

MY LORD, 

A S your Lordihip is plea&d, in your letter of 
this day, to revere to the circumftance of your quit* 
ting the Williaxnfburg-neck, and re-paillng the James* 
river, fo contrary to the intentions I wiihed to exprels 
in my letters of the i ith and 1 5th June, and thofe 
referred to by them, and which I thought they would 
bave clearly explained, your Lordfliip will, I hope 
have the goodnefs to forgive me, if I once more re*- 
peat, that I am of opinion^ if thofe letters had been 
properly underftood by your Lordfliip, you would 
at lead have hefitated before you adopted that mea-^ 
Cure. For I humbly prefume, that it will appear upoQ 
a re-perufal of them, that it was my defire to recom^ 
mend to your Lordfliip the taking a healthy d</en- 
five ftation, either at Williamfburg or York \ andg 
after keeping what troops you might want for the 
ample defence of fui:b a poil, and defultory move* 
ments by water, to fend me fuch a proportion of tl)e 
corps (mentioned in a lift) as you could fpare, taking 
them in the fucceffion they arc there placed in. — . 
Your Lordfliip, on the contrary, underftood thefe as 
2 conveying 
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conveying a pofirive order to fend me three thoufeni 
mcD, (by which, you fay, your force would have 
been reduced to about two thoufand four hundred 
rank and file fit for Juty, having, it is prefumed, 
above one thoufand five hundred fick) and wa» 
picafed to tell mc in your anfwer, that you could 
not, confident with my plans, make fafe defenfive 
pofts at York and Glouceftcr, both of which would 
be necefiary for the proreftion of fhlpping, and that 
you ftiould immediately re-pafs James river, and take 
meafures for complying with my requifition. _ 

I own, my Lord, that my opinion of the obvioui 
meaning of the Icrters referred to continues ftUI the 
fame ; and I am forry to find, by the letter you have 
now honoured me with, that it differs fo widely from 
your Lordfiiip's. It is plain, however, we cannot 
both be in the right. 

My letterof the nth of July direfts your Lordfliip 
to fortify Old Point Comfort in the mouih of James 
river, with the intention of fecuring Hampton roajj, 
which the Admiral rccomroended as the beft naval 
ftation, and requeued I would occupy. But your 
Lordlhip's letter of the 27th informs me you had 
cuamined Oid Point Comfort with the officers of the 
navy and the engineers, and that you were all of opi- 
nion a poft there would not anfwer the piirpole, and ' 
that you fliould, in compliance with the fpiritof my 
orders, feize York and Gloucefter, being the only 
harbour in which you could hope to be able to give 
' ' effedual 
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. efFeftual proteftion to line of battlcf (hips. Suppofifig, 
therefore, of courfe, that your Lordfhip approved in 
every refpcft of York and Gloucefter, from the pre- 
ference you had thus given them to the poft I had re- 
commended, I did not oppofe the choice you had 
made, having never received the leaft hint from your 
LordQiip that the ground of York was unfavourable* 
or liable to be enfiladed till afcer you had capitu- 
latcd. 

With rcfpedt to your Lordfh'p's having been influ- 
enced in your conduA by the hopes or relief, (which 
you fay was uniformly held out to you in all my 
letters) your Lordfliip cannot be Infenfib!e, that the 
poflibility of efFefting it muft have entirely depended 
upon the exertions of the havy j which, as I v^ras 
not authorifcd to promife before the 24rh of Septem- 
ber, I am perfuaded your Lordfliip will readily ac- 
knowledge, that if your letter of the aoth of Odober 
implies I had done fo before that period, the implica- 
tion cannot be fupportcd by any thing I wrote pre- 
vious to my letter of that date, which you received 
on the a9th. 

■ As, therefore, my letters of the 2d and 6th of Sep- 
tember, which promife only my own exertions, did 
not reach your Lordfhip before the 13th and 14th of 
tfiat month; and you did not before then know of 
Sir Samuel Hood's arrival, or of Mr* Graves having 
more than fcvcn fail of the line to combat Monfieur 
De Grafle's furce, which on the 29th of Auguft you 

had 
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Tiad heard confiftcd of at leaft twenty- five fail of the 
line; your Lordfliip, confequcntly^ could have no 
hopes of relief before that time; and, with refpe£t to 
your cfcape to New- York immediately on the arri- 
val of General Wafliingcon's troops at Williamfburg, 
which your letter of the 20th of Oftober implies you 
were prevented from undertaking by the receipt of 
mine of the 24th of September, I muft beg leave 
to obferve, that if it had been ever prafticable after 
the time your Lordfhip mentions (which I am free 
to own I do not think it was) it mud have been be- 
tween that period and the time of the enemy's force 
appearing before your lines. It may, therefore, be 
prefumed you could not have been prevented by any 
thing I faid in that letter, as you did not receive it 
until after the latter event took place. But I readily 
admit, my Lord, that none of my letters could give 
you the leaft teafon to fuppofe that an attempt would 
not be made to fuccour you. 

Your Lordfhip will, I am perfuadcd, alfo forgive 
me, if I again take notice of the too pofitive manner 
in which you are pleafed to fpeak of the opinion I 
gave you about the failing of the fleet, as my words 
were *• There is every reafon to hope we (hall ftart 
«• from hence about the 5th of Oftobcr." — And, 
in my letter of the next day, for fear that fhould 
appear 'too pofitive, I fay, *• it is fuppofed the necef. 
»• fary repairs of the fleet will dcrain us here to the 

H h •' 5^^ 
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" 5th of next month ; — but your Lordfhip oiuft be 
** fenfible, that unforefecn accidents may lengthen it 
" out a day or two longer.** 

With regard to entrenching tools, the want of 
which your Lordfhip complains fo much of^ I din 
only fay, that by the returns made to me by the 
Adjutant-general, it appears that two thoufand five 
hundred had been fent to the Chcfapeak by the engi- 
neer fincc General Arnold's expedition incluGvc ; and 
that the firft moment a requifition was made for 
more^ (which was not before the 23d of Auguft) I 
ordered an additional fupply to be fcnt, which were 
prevented from going by the arrival of the French 
fleet. 1 own, however, that I was not at that time 
very uneafy on this fcore, as I fuppofed it polTible 
for your Lordlhip to have collefted a fufficiency 
from the neighbouring plantations any time before 
the invefliture w^s began. 

December lo. I had wrote thus far, my Lord, 
immediately after the receipt ofyour Lordlhip's letter 
of this date ; but, confidering that it was poffible you 
might not have adverted to the implications which 
your letter of the 20th of Oftobcr may be thought 
to bear, from the great agitation of mind and hurry 
in which you tell me it was written, I was unwilling 
to give you at that time more trouble on the fubjeft, 
— in the honeft hope, that your Lordlhip's candour 
will induce you moft formally to difavow your having 
4 . ■ any 
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ADy fuch intentions by writing that letter, in cafe 
you find, on your arrival in England, that the psf- 
fages of it which 1 have taken notice of are under- 
ft6od as I fufpeft they may be ; — and I therefore 
intended to have fcnt this letter to a friend to be de- 
livered to you in London, But, upon re-con fidering 
your letter of the ad inftant, which I have had more 
ileifure to do fincc my public difpatches were clofed, 
- 1 am of opinion that it is propcrer your Lordfliip 
\ ifliould receive my anfwer to it here. 



I have the honour to be &c. 



H. CLINT 






P. S. Having forgot to fpeak to the part of your 

- I^rdfliip's letter of the 2d inftaat, when you fay, 

' I do not recoiled that any converfarion paflcd be- 

■ twecn us the other day, before the publication of 

j." my letter relative to my reafons for taking pof- 

' feflion of the pods of York and Gloucefter,'* I hcg 

eavc to do it here. 

It is true, my Lord, no converfation paflcd from 

, your Lorcilhip on that fubjefl:. But when, in the 

converfation alluded to, I mentioned that I had di- 

refted you to examine Old Point Comfort and forrity 



L 
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if, bvf that difapproving of that pofV,.you badfeized 
York, — and that, therefore, York was your Lord- 
Ihip*s preference ; as you were plcafcd not to make 
m e aay anfwer,L I took ij; for granted you agreed 
with me. 
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Sir Henry Clinton,. K. B. to Earl ComwaUis, dated 

NewTorky Augufi ti^ I781. 

[Received from the Secretary at^cw York, Nov. ig^ 1781.] 
MY LaRD, 

i 

IW A S laA night honoured with your Lordlhip's 
letters of the 24th and 22th ultimo, by Cap- 
tain Stapleton ; and it gives me no fmall concern to 
obfenrc by the tenor of them, that you are difplea- 
fed with the opinions I took the liberty of giving 

in 
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in my letter of .the 29th May, refpeaing the pro- 
bable confcquences of your retreat from Crofs Credc 
to \^ilmington^ and march from thence to PeterJT- 
burg ; and with what I laid to your Lordfhip in my 
letters of the 8th and nth of laft month, on your 
defign of abandoning the Williamfburg Neck, and 
retUFiiig with your army to Portfmouth.- Therefore, 
as ic was not my intention to give offence, and is 
extremely my wilh to be properly underftood by 
your Lordfhip,.! reque^ your attention for a few 
moments to the following elucidation of my iienti- 
nentl^on both thofe Aibjeds. 

The high opinion I.entertaincd 6f your Lordfhip's 
military talents, and the rsfped^J^ jiad for.^.yqur. fi- : 
tuation as fecond to myfelf, induced tM^ from the 
moment you took charge. qf a. lq>ar^te.coinmand, to 
leave you at full liberty to aA in it as you judged 
beft for the King's iervicci And I am perfuaded 
y^ur Lordihip is no£ iofenfiblje that I conftantly pur- 
fued this line of cpnduA towards. you during all 
your operations in the Carolinas ; aiming at no other 
njerh: th^n that qf diligently attending to your wants ; 
and fupplying them; — whilft I was content to re- 
main here myfelf, upon the very confined dcfcnfive, 
to 'which I Was reduced^ by the large detachments 
I hadlelht to the foutbward in fupporc of your pro* 
gfcfs. 

Although your Lordlhip was, as you have obfer^ 
ved fubjcdted by this means to a certain degree of 

anxiety 
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anxiety and rcfponfibiiicy ; it docs not appear that J 
^*.i cioncraled of my ftare of them. I could n«5, 
therefore, but be iwrfonally and anxioufly intercfted : 
in your fuccefles and difappoincinencs. And, cliough *, 
I have a rcfpeil for your Lord(hip*s judgmenr, an^ 
am apt to doubt my own when it differs from i- 
yet it is certainly a duty 1 owe to my ftaiion as Con 
mander in Ciilef, to exprefj my diflent from aiy { 
rneafure your Lordfhip adopts, when I apprehend \ 
that the confequences may be prejudicial. Thii, ,1 
niy Lord, being the cafe with refpefl: to the move 
taken notice of in my letter of the 29th May (and J 
I moft fiHcerely wiih exiwriencc had convinced me-I ' 
was miftakcn) I immediately communicated to your J 
Lordihip my fentiments of the event, and bow *j 
thought it might have been obviated. In ihefe i 
feems I am not fo fortunate to have your concuj 
rence. But I muft confefs they are not the leaft a^ 1 
tered by your Lordfliip's arguments; being ft ill qf 1 
opinion, that, under the circumftanccs in which you f 
dcfcribe your troops to be, you could have fallen 4 
back from Croflcreek to the Pcdce, with mud»'] 
greater eafeand fafcty, tiian you could have march- 
ed double the diftance to Wilmington, through a I 
country which you report to be entirely hoftilcsj 
and 1 Ihould foppofc Lord Rawdon might have m»»l 
vcd to the Pedee without interruption to joi 
with every refrefhment your army wanted -, a: 
does not appear, to have been at that time, an ene-J 
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my between that ri/er and Camden ; and bcfbnr 
you reached the Pedee, the country would probaMy 
have been (o opened, that y9ur orders for that pur*- 
poie might -have got to his Lordfhip with as much 
expedition and fafety, as your note did from Guild- 
ford after the battle. 

Aiid with refpedt to your Lordlhip's fubfequeiit 
move^ I hope you will pardon me if I continue to 
diflent from the policy of the meafure, tho' you hap- 
.pily furmountedthe danger of it ; as I fear the advan- 
tages refulting from your jundion with the Chela- 
peak army will not cpmpenfate the lofies which im- 
mediately followed your quitting Carolina9 — not- 
withftanding General Greene's wifhes to the contra- 
ry ; which, I apprehend, meant nothing more than a 
gafconade, to boaft the fuccefs he expedled from a 
fccond adion with your Lordfliip's army, in cafe it 
had direded its Reps towards him inflead of Yirgi^ 
nia. 

I hope your Lordfhip will likewife ezcufe me for 
cxpreiling the uneaiinefs I feel at the obfervation you 
make refj^efting my opinion of the Virginia force ; 
becaufe it feems to convey an infinuation^ which I 
am not confcious of defer ving. And I truft, that as 
I know myfelf to be incapable of wrefting c^inions 
to ferve particular purpofes, it will appear, that 
what I have faid at different periods, on that or any 
other fubjeft, has been perfeftly confonant and can* 
didly what I thought. I beg leavc^ therefore^ to con- 

traft 
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tfaft with each other what I have faid, in tMs and my 
other letters, on the force of Virginia ; and I re- 
qucft your Lordfhip will be pleafcd to point out the 
impropriety which gave rife to that obfcrvntion, 
* In the letter your Lordfhip quotes, I fay, *• I 
fliould not have thought even the one under Major- 
general Phillip^ in fafety, at Peterfburgh, at lead for 
fo long a time." In th6 one of June 8th, ** Your 
Lordfhip will fee by La Fayette's Ictter^^'tb^ you 
have little more oppofed to you than his corps, and 
tfn unarrtied militia." And in that of June iitli, 
** where, as appears by the intercepted letters of 
Waftiington and La Fayette, they are in no fitua- 
tton to (land againft even a divifion of 'that arnrry. 
And your Lordfhip may poffibly have opj)ofed to you 
from 1500 to 2000 Continentals, and (as La Fayette 
obferves) a fmall body of ill armed peaf^ntry, full as 
fpiritlefs as the militia of the Sourheni Provinces, 
and without any fcrvice." At the period alluded to 
in the firfl letter. General Phillips was f.t Peterfburg 
with only 2000 men, uncovered by works: Fayette 
was oppofed to him with his own corps, Steuben, 
Muhlenberg, &c. and all the militia of the pro* 
vince, and expcfted to be foon joined by Wayne 
with the Pennfylvania line. I therefore certainly 
had caufe to be iapprehenfive for General PhiUips's 
corps, in cafe Greene had, on hearing of your Lord- 
fhip's move from Wilmington, fallen back, and caU 
ling La Fayette to him, placed himfclf with their 

I i united 
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united force between your Lordfliip's ami the Peterf- 
burg army, ready to ilrike at either, as it fuited his 
purpofe. But when the other letters were written ^ 
my opinion of the Virginia force was formed from, 
the Rebel letters jufl: intercepted, which fully de- 
fcribed the date of their arms and their numbers. 
I therefore cannot difcover, that they (hew I thpught 
at different periods more or lefi favourably of it, but 
as I was, warranted to do by matter of fad):, and the in«4 
tclligence I received. 

To give a full and fatisfadory anfwer to your Lord- 
ihip's letter of the 27 th July, will perhaps tak^ up 
more time than you or I can well fpare. But| as 
your Lordftip appears to be greatly affe&ed by the 
contents of my letters of the 8th and nth ultimo, I 
think it a duty I owe to your feelings and my own, 
to fay fometping in explanation of them. I muft 
therefore bco your Lordfliip's patience, while I date 
the fubftance of my corrcfpondcnce with General 
Phillips and ^ourfelf, concerning the ftations to be 
held> and operations to be carried on in Chefapeak^ 
&c. whJvh, I prefume, will at leaft prove, that I 
fpared no pains to explain my dcHres to your Lord* 
Ihip, though I have, perhaps, unhappily failed in 
making them underftood. 

My inftruftions to General Phillips, as quoted by 
your Lord ihip, gave him a power to take poflfel^ 
fion of York Town, or Old Point Comfort, as a fta- 
tion for large fhips, if the Admiral Ihould difapprove 

of 
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of Porifmouth, and require one. In my kitcrs ^i^ 
that General Officec, of 24th of March and i iih oL 
April, I defired his opinion reCpeCting the port a^ 
Ponlinouihi and fuch others as he propoled to efU^ 
blifti on James River ; with their importance con^ 
ildered, either as alHLling your Lordlhip's operationM 
or conneifted with tholi; of the navy : and, ^imtA 
having received that opinion, I told him, " thau 
Portfmouth was by no means my choice j" and leftJ 
liim at liberty to change it if he faw proper. AniO 
the fubflancepf the conversations ujth him, as ciqJ 
traced by your Lofdthip, go more fully into the ad^ 
vantage of a naval ftacion, pointing particularly iqJ 
the one at York — being led to the confidcration oU 
its utility by the French having, two winters ag(» 
ftjeltercd their Ihips under works thrown up thcreJ 
And, as I have already meniioned to your LordQiiiiJ 
General Arnold has Hnce told me, that from tSgJ 
defcription given him of it by Lieu:enant-co!onelJ 
Simcoe, he judged 2000 men would be ample io^ 
its defence. I 

From hence, my Lord, I prefume it will appear^jl 
that 1 very early entertained thoughts of a (tation iaj 
Chefapeak for large (hips 1 and 1 referred your Lord^J 
fhip, in my letter of the 29th May, to my corre*J 
fpondence, &c. with General Phillips, in your pof-J 
felHon, for my ideas on that and other operation^J 
which I had in view — leaving you at liberty, how- J 
ever, to follow them or your own, a? you judged 
I i :> belt 
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bcft for the King's fcrvicc. Having therefore, after- 
wards fecn by your Lordlhip's difparches of the 26ch 
of May, that you had confidcred the papers refer- 
red to ; and that, thoTigh you did not think it expe- 
dient to alien J 10 ]\Ir. Alexander's propofal, and the 
expedition againft the (lores at Philadelphia, ^u 
had the fame objeftions *to Portfmouth which had 
been before ftatcd^ and was inclined to think well of 
York as a proper harbour and place of arms ; t na« 
turally concluded that your Lordfhip hdd entirely 
concurred with me, not only as to the propriety of 
laying hold of a naval ftation fomcwhere on the Wil- 
liamfburg Neck, but as to the place. And I of 
courfc fuppofed, that your Lordlhip would fet about 
eftablifliing yourfclf there immediately on your re- 
turn from Richmond, which I expefted would be in 
three or four days after the date of your letter. 
Wherefore, imagining you were confiderably advan* 
ced in your works (for I had no letter afterwards 
from your Lorddiip until the one you honoured me 
with of the 30th June) I ventured to folicit you for 
a part of your force to affift me in the operations I 
propofcd carrying on in this quarter during the fum- 
mcr months — when thofe of the Chefapcak muft 
have probably ceafcd. And in doing this, as I was 
totally in the dark with refpcft to what was then do- 
ing in the Chefapeak, I endeavoured, as much as lay 
in my power, to avoid all poflibiliry of interrupting 
the moves you might be eng^^ged in, or any objeft 
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you m'.ght have in view — as will, I donbt not, b^ 
manifeft from the following excra6^s from my letters 
to your Lordlhip, which I beg leave to fubmit once 
more to your confideration. 

May 29th. — '^ I would rather content myfelf 
with ever fo bare a defenfive (until there was an 
appearance of ferious operation againft me) th^n 
cramp yours in the leaft.** 

June 8th. — " You will fee by Fayette's letter, 
you have little more oppofed to you, &c. — Your 
Lordfhip can therefore certainly fparc 2000, and the 
fooncr they come the better, &c. Had it been pof- 
fiblc for your Lordfliip to have let me know your 
views and intentions, I fliould not now be at a lofs 
-fo judge of the force you might want for your ope- 
rations. Ignorant, therefore, as I am of them, I can 
only truft, that as your Lordfliip will fee by the in- 
clofed intercepted letters^ my call for a reinforce- 
ment is not a wanton one ; you will fend me what 
you can fpare as foon as may be expedient. For, 
fliould your Lordfliip be engaged in a move of fuch 

importance as to require the employment of your 

■ • • • • 

whole force, I would by no. means wifli to flarve or 
obftrufl ic. But in that cafe, would rather endea- 
vour to wait a little longer, until my occafions grow 
more urgent, or your fituation admits of your de- 
taching. Of which, however, I requcfl to be in- 
formed with all poflible difpatch." 

N. B. 
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N-B. This kttcr was written immediately after I 
had known, the enemy's defigns of attacking this 
place} and (hould therefore be coniidered as the* 
roughly defcriptive of the nature of my wifhes for a 
rejjiforcement. 

June nth. — ** I (hall of courfe approve of any 
alttrations your Lord (hip may think proper to make 
wixh refped to the (tations I propofed taking in 
York or Jamc* Rivers-, &c,"— r-" Thus circumftan- 
cedy I am perfuaded your Lordfliip will be of opi- 
nion, that the Iboner I concentrate my force, die 
bettei% Therefore, (unlefs your Lord(hip, after the 
receipt of my letters of the 29th May and 8th inft, 
Ihould incline to agree with me in opinion, and judge 
it right to adopt my ideas refpedbing the move to 
Baltimore, or the Delaware Neck ;) I beg leave to 
reqommend it to you, as foon as you have (ini(hed 
the aAive operations you may be now engaged in^ 
to take a defenfive (lation in any healthy fiiuation 
you chufc (be it at Williamiburg or York Town :)l 
and I would wifli in that cafe,'* (that is, after 
you have fccur^sd fuch a ftation) " that after re- 
ferying to yourfelf fuch troops as you judge ne- 
eefl[ary for an ample defen(ive, and defultory move- 
ments by water, &c. the following corps may be 
lent me, in fucccffion as you can fpare them. 

June 15th. ^' I^delay not a moment to difpatch 
a runner with a duplicate of my letter of the nth 
inftant ^ and as I am led to fuppofe from your Lord- 
lb ip's 
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ftip's letter of ibc 26th ultimo, that you may noc, ] 
think it expedient to adopt the operations I had ie4 M 
conunencled in the Upper Chefapeak, and will bjfli J 
thi» time probably have finifhed thofe you were«ri^ ^ 
gaged in," (in which furely the fccuring defenfiw ftail^ .1 
lion^ is obvioufly ijnpUed) " I requcft you will im* I 
mtidiately embark a pan of the tioops ilated in thif' I 
letter inclofcd, (beginning with the Light InfantryJ' 1 
and. fend ihem tome with the greateft difpaicli. V M 
fhall likcwife in proper timo folicit tht Admiral ta£^ I 
fend fame more trarifporis to the Chefapeak j »»/4 
which your LordOi.ip will pleafc to feed hither thf'TB 
remaining troops you judge can be fpared from tN^V 
defence of the polls you may occupy i asIdoF|ol|fl 
think it adviieabl« to-leave more troops in that uii<ifl 
healthy climate at tVis feafon of the year, than :wba|^| 
are obfolutely w^jivd fpr 4 dcfenlive and derurtofjjV 
water excurlion." - ' *^| 

June 19. " I am, however, perl^aded they wlllS 
attempt the InTcfliture of the place j I therefora^ 
heartily wilh I was more in forcf> that I might b«''V 
able to take advantage of any folfe movements they 'J 
may make in forming it." Should your Lordnu|| *■ 
have any folid operations to propofe, or have ap4'^ 
li| proved of the ore mentioned in my former lecterair "• 
I fliall not, as I have already told you, prefs you for " 
the corps I wiflied ro have fent me,;. at leaft for thd 
prefent. But if in the approaching inclement feafon^ 
j()iyj;,Ji<9rdfliip (hould not thin^^ it prudent to tinder- 



iifi Letters from Sir H. Clinton^ K. B. 

take operation -with the troops yoirhave, &c. I can-* 
not but wi(h, for their fake, if I had no other 
riiotive, that you would fend tne as foon as poflible 
what you can fpaire from a rcfpeftablc defenfivc. 
And that your Lordfhip may better judge what I 
mean by a refpeftable defcnfive^ it is neceflary to in- 
form you, that other intelligence (bcfides Monfieur 
Barras* letter) makes it highly probable that Monfieur 
|)e GralTe will vifit this coaft in the hurricane feafon, 
tnd bring with him troops as. well as (hips. But 
t^en he hears your Lordfhip has taken pofTeffion of 
York-river before him, &c. (which in other words 
Certainly means your defenfivc is required to be more 
particularly refpeftable, as De Gralle is expe^^ ta 
come foon with a confiderable armament to the Che*' 
ftpMk, where he will probably feize a ftation for^ 
His large ftiips in York^river : liul? as it appears to be 
your Lordftiip's intention to take pofieflion of that 
poft, I think he will, upon hearing you have done io^ 
rclinquifli the defign, and join the force affcmbling 
ftgaJnft this place.) •* In the hope that your Lordfhip 
t^ill be able to fpare me three thoufand men, I 
have fcnt two thoufand tons of tranfports, &c." 
But fhould your Lordlhip not be able to fpare the 
whole, 8cc/\ 

Thcfc letters, my Lord, are each a link of the 
fame chain, and, colleftively or feparately, were in- 
tended to fpeak the fame language. The finiple and 

I obvious 
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obvious meaning of which 1 humbly prerum? tQ.be'.*^ 

this. _'^: 15 

I find your Lonifliip doi-s not thinli it cxpedieQ'ff ^ 
to undertake tiie operations I propofec)> and you hiiVe* ^ 
none of your own In cuntempUtion ; und it bcJnff- 
probable you have made your arranjieincrits wT^ 
cha:iging the poltof Portfniouth, which you diflikfti" 
and have finiflicd your dt-fenfive on the WiMiamp 
Iburg Neck, which we bo'h approve of-, I requelSl 
thai, of the feven thouiand men, wtijch (as far zs^ 
can judge without having iarely received any returns 
you have, you will referve as many as you want foH 
the mull' ample defenfive, and defultpry water expfc 
dirions ; and then fend mc the reft according [o tH 
inclofcd lifts in fucceffion as you can fpare them. 
■ It is true, indeed, that fcveral of thetc letters.w 
not received by your Lordlhip until fomc time aftei 
you received thofc of the nth and 15th, owing j 
the unexpefted tedious voyage of the Cliaron ihfM 
carried them (and you muft be fenGble that it would 1 
have been imprudent in rae to have rifked duplicates j 
of them by the boat, in which Enfign Amiel was J 
difpatched.) Bur, if your Lordfliip will be plcafed j 
to recur to thofe you received by him, 1 am pcM 
fuaded you will find that the Icner of the i ith refeid 
you to tbofe of the agih of May and 8th of JuneJ. 
which (it is exprefily implied) you Lor Ifliip was trt 
read, before you executed the order contained in that 
of the i5thi aad you not having received them 
K k would 
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would (I (hould fuppofe) have fully warranted, at 
leaft the fufpenfion of your refolution of repafling 
James-river, until you had dated to me your fitua- 
tion, ^nd heard again from me. 

After this very candid and ample explanation, my 
Lord, I have only to aflure you, that it was not my 
intention to pafs the flighted cenfure on your Lord- 
Ihip's conduft, much lefs an unmerited or fevere one. 
We are b( th amenable to the cenfure of a much 
higher tribunal, fliould either of us unhappily com- 
mit errors that deferve it : nor had I the fmalled 
right to doubt your Lordfhip's Fieadinefs to comply 
with my defircs, if you had underdood them. The 
difpatch with which you prepared to execute what 
you thought my wifh, and the alacrity you afterwards 
fhewed, together with the ample manner in which 
you equipped the expedition I ordered, convince 
ine you are inclined to do fo. I had therefore only 
to lament, that your Lordfnip had midaken my in- 
tentions, and to endeavour to obviate the inconveni- 
ence as fpccdily as poffible. This perhaps, was 
done in n^ore poiitive language than I had been 
accudomcci to ufe to your Lordfliip 5 but I had no 
ether objeift in view than to make myfclf clearly un- 
derdood, which I am happy to find has been the 
cafe, and that my meflcngcr was in time to prevent 
the confequericcs I apprehended. 

' I have the honour to be, &c. 

H. Ct^lNTON. 
^ NUM. 
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NUMBER II. 

Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl CornwalliSj dated 
^ NeW'Tork, Juguft 2^th, 178 1. . . 

[Received from the - Secretary at New- York, November 
*"*^ 19th, 1 781.] 

MY LORD, 
I had the honour to receive youV Lordfliip's letter 
in cypher of the 17th inftanr, by the Swallow dif- 
patch boat, which arrived here the 23d. In anfwer 
to which, I muft confcfs that I conceived your letter 
of the a7th ultimo, gave me reafon to fuppofc it 
was your intention to fend me the troops you:could 
fpare, as foon as you finifhed the evacuation 6f Portf- 
mouth ; and I was impatient for their arrival for 
the reafons I have already communicated to you, as 
it is probable they would have been of infinite ufe 
had they come in time. ' Fqf on the arrival of the 
two thoufand five hundred raw German recruits 
which I mentioned in my laft, and in the hope of 
reinforcement from your Lordlhip, I had aflembled 
my Uttle army infuch a manner as to be able to avail 
myfelf of any opportunity which might be given 
mc by the eniMny, who had foraged within Gx 
miles of my lines on the 17th. This fmall move- 
ment was made on the 18th, they fell back on the 
^9th, and pafied theXroton-, afterwards croffed the 

K k 2 HudCQ^x 



ip Letters from Sir H. Clin tan, K. B. 

Hudfon at King's-ferry, and are now encamped in 
the neighbourhood of Chatham. 

I cannot well afcertain Mr. Walhington's real inten- 
tions hy this move of his army ; bnt it is poflible he 
means for theprefent to fufpend bis ofFeniiveoperations 
againft this poft, and to take a defenfive ftation at n: 
old poft of Morris-town, from whence he may de- 
tach to the fouthward. On this account therefore, 
and becaufe the feafon is approaching when operation 
may recommence in the Chefapeak, I requeft your 
Lordfliip will be pleafed to keep with you all the 
troops you have there, and I ihall fiend you fuch re- 
cruits, convalefcents, &c. as can go by this fudden 
opportunity; which are all that I can at prefcnt 
fpare ; as this move of the enemy may be only a 
feint, and they may return to. their former poficion, 
which they certainly will do, if De. G^e arrives. 
But towards the latter end of next month, when the 
effeds of the equinox are over, (for I am perfuaded 
the Admiral will not approve of any water move- 
ments till then) if this poft (hould not be threatened9 
I propofe to reinforce the Chefapeak army with all 
the troops which can poflibly be fpancd conliftently 
with the fecurity of this important ipoft. 

General Leflie has been here fome days, he will 
iiimfelf explain to your Lordlhjp the caufe of his 
coming. I was much concerned to find him in fo 
bad a ftate of health on his arrival, but it is now 
much altered for the better i be embarks to-morrow 

to 
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to proceed to Chefapeak on his way to Charles* 
town. 

If your Lordfliip from your knowledge of the 
ftate of South-Corolina, (hould be opinion that any 
troops may be fpared ffom thence, I beg leave to 
fugged that the fooner y-ou give orders for their 
joining you the better, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

H. CLINTON. 
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Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cornwallis datti 
New-Torkj Juguft ^oib, 1781. 

£Recetred from the Secretary at New-York, November 

19th, 1781.] • 

I 

m 

MY LORD, 

I am this moment honoured with your Lordfhip's 
difpatches of the 20th, 22d, and 24th inftant, 
which were delivered to me by Lieutenant-colonel 
Du Buy ; and as my letters of the 2d and a7th, 
havfc already fpoken very fully to the fubjeft they 
chiefly treat of^ it becomes unnecefTary for me at pre- 
3 fcnc 
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fcnt to give your Lordlhip any further trouble 
thereon. 

/General Leflie will have the honour to communi- 
cate to your Lordlhip my wi(he$ refpefting Caro- 
lina, as I Have given him fuch inftruftions relative to 
ihe fervice in that quarter, as .my prefent limited in* 
formation enables me to do. However, as I cannot 
but fuppofe that the operations in Virginia and Ca- 
rolina, will ftill'have a confiderable connexion with 
each other, and that your Lordfhip, by applying to 
the officer commanding the King's (hips, will have 
the fame means of comnriunication that I fhall ; I 
muft requeft that you will ftill retain the direction of 
the (puthern diflridt, until I can determine upon ir^ 
or fhall find it expedient to comply with your Lord- 
ihip's wifhes, which I fhall not fail to pay the earlieft 
'attention to. For your Lordfhip having hitherto had 
the entire management of the civil and military tranf- 
a^ions in the Carolinas, and being in confequence 
better qualified than any other perfon to judge of 
what may be hereafter proper to be done there, it 
will be necefTary I fhould receive your opinions upon 
them, before .any change takes pjace, or 1 can 
frame definitive orders for General Leflie's guidance. 
Yo,ur Lordfhip will be therefore pleafed in the 
mean time to make fuch additions to the inflruc- 
tiohs I have. np>y given him as you ihall find re- 
quifite. . . 

I am 
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I am concerned to find your Lordfliip under the 
neceffity of employing fo many troops in workingj 
* on, the fortification ; having entertained hopes that 
you were fupplied with a fufficient number of Ne- 
groes for that and other drudgeries. 

Mr. Wier having informed me that the Commif- 
fary with your Lordfliip has received your orders to 
buy rum for the troops ; I have the honour to ac- 
quaint you, that as there is a cpnfiderable quantity 
of that article in the (lores here, a fupply of it will 
be fent you from, hence, which will of courfe come 
cheaper than any that may. be purchafed in Vir- 
ginia. 

I hope your Lordfliip will find every thing you 
lyani: fent you by this- opportunity, .except moncy^ 
of which only ten thoufand* pounds can pofiibly be 
fparcd at prefent. But, a coniiderable fum being 
expedted by the firft fleet from England, 1 fliall on 
its arrival fend your Lordfliip a further fupply. 

Sir Samuel Hood arrived here from the Leeward- 
iflandson the 28th, with fourteen fail of the line, 
three frigates and a fire fliip ; and has brought with 
him the fortieth and fixty-ninth regiments to rein?- 
force this army: the latter of whFch continues to do 
duty on board the fleet. On the evening of the 
fame day I received undoubted information that 
Monfieur Barras' fleet failed from Rhode- ifland the 
morning of the 25th, their deftination not known. 
fdr. Waftiington's force ftill remains in the neigh- 
bourhood 
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bourhood of Chatham, and I do not hear that he 
has as yet detached to the fouchward. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

H. CLINTON. 

P, S. September rft. As yoor Lordlhip informs 
me in your letter of the 2 2d, that the works you have 
thought proper to conftrudt at York, will not pro- 
bably be finilhcd before the expiration of fix weeks» 
I am to fuppofe you will not think of commencing 
folid' operations before that tirtie. Therefpre unlcft 
Mr. Walhington fliould. fend a confidcrable part of 
his army to the fouthward, I fhall not judge it ne- 
ccffary until then to detach thither. I (hould wifli, 
however, in the mean time to be informed from 
your Lordlhip what number of troops you think 
wijl be required for the defence of your works, 
\vhat force you will afterwards have to take the 
field with, and what you will want in addition \ fop- 
pofing that you (hall not have a greater force a<5ting 
againft you in Virginia, than what may be expeded 
firom the prefcnt appearances. 
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Sir Hcfjry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cornwallis^ datd 
Nf^x''2\'yky Sober 14, 178 1. 

[Received from the Secretary atNc\v-York, Nov^ag, 1781.] 

MY LORD, 

I HAD the honour to receive your Lordfliip's 
ktter of the 29th ult. on the 8th inftant, and that of 
the 3d on the lath inftant, and am happy to hear 
that mine of the 24th and 25th have reached you. 

At a council of war of the General officers, held 
on the loth inftant, it was refolved I (hould fubmit 
the three following plans to your Lordftiip*s confi- 
deration. They occurred to us as fecondary obje<5ls 
only, (in cafe we (hould find it abfolutcly hmprafti- 
cable to go diredlly up to York ; or, by landing at 
Monday's point, t^tSi a junftion with you by the 
Glouccftcr fide) and be thereby obliged to try James 
river. 

F i R S T, 

To land at Newport-News, and the troops to ad- 
vance from thence on the James river road to fome 
favourable pofition, in communication with that 
river, when we are to wait until we hear from your 
Lordfhip, or circumftanccs may make it proper for 
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tjs to co-opcrate with you in cfFeding a junftion of 
the two armies, which we at prefent think will be 
bcft done without your lines, in preference to an at-* 
tempt of doing it within, for rcafons wc think ob* 
vious, • 

SECOND. 

To attempt a junction with you by i combined 
move, — we moving up James river to James town, 
^lid your Lordfhip up the York river to either Queen's 
creek or Cappahofick ferry, and effeft the junflion 
as near Williamfburg as we can ; thereby putfing 
curfelvcs in a fituation to. attack the encmj', Ihould 
k be thought advifeable. 

T U I Jl D. 

To faVe as great a part of your Lord(hip*s corps 
as poiCble, by bringing them off to James town, and 
a vnaval force will be ready to proteft them. This 
wc think may be done by our giving jcaloufy to the 
cnen:iy from Newport News or Mulberry ifland, 
whilft your XordHiip moving up the river with as 
many troops as your boats will carry, or marching up 
the Glouccfter fide, crofles the river, and lands cither 
ar Queen's creek or CappahoHck, a^d makes the beft 
oi" your way to James town. 

The above is our opinion of what is beft to be done 

in cai'e we do not hear from your Lordfhip. Bur, 

fhould we receive other ideas from you, wc (hall 

©f coun'c be [governed by them. 

By 
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By tljis your Lordlhip will perceive, our wiftics 
are lo effcft the junftlon firft by York, — oextby"' 

tGloucefter, — and, in cafe cither of ihere'arc abfo- 
lutcly in)practi cable, by the James river. — Firft 
(anding at Newport News, and taking a pdfition ready 
pco-opcrate with yotir Lordlhip, in cafe you fhould" ' 
Rcommend a combined effort to ctfeft a junftion that 
way ; or to endeavour to clieft it rear WlUianilbUt^, 
the two armies moving up the James and YorK rivers 
about ihe fame time, we landing at James town, and' 
jfour Lordfhip where you judge beft ; and when our 
junction is formed, bring on a general aflion with the 
. enemy, fhould that on conl'ultation be thought ad- 
vifeabte. But in cafe all thcfe fliould fail, our laft 
objeft will be to fave as many ot your Lordlbip's 
troops as wc can, and leave the poft at York after- 
wards to make the bed terms they can forthem- 
►ielves. 
, The Torbay and Pfince William having arrived 
on the nth, our fleet at prtfent confiils of twenty- 
five fail of the line and two fifties, with a Ivge 
_ number of frigates. They are now ready, and I 
xpeift we fhall certainly fail in a day or two. 

P. S. Oft. 15. — Had the wind been fair today, 
^lie fleet would have fallen down 10 the Hook, but 
lexpciS the whole will fail to-mprrow, 

I'.S. By 
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P. S. By the duplicate, London, at the Hook, 
0£t. 18. — iThe fleet is affembled, the troops cm- 
barked og.' boardi and tbe whole will gotpfea^.i^ 
the wind continues fair, to-morrow morning, as the 
tide will not fuit before. The Admiral and I in- 
treat that we rpay receive all poflible inforn^ation 
from you and the Comoiodore, o\ your fituation^ 
and the exaft pofuion of the enemy's fleet, to meet 
us off cape Charles. 

I was honoured with your Lordfhip's letter of the 
iich on the i6chinflant. 

■ ■ * 

I have tbe honour to be, &c« . 

■ 

H. CLINTON. 

Original, forwarded by Captain Stapleton on the- 

• • • ■ 

15th. Duplicate by the Refolution whale-boat^ 
Robcrtfon. ' - 
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W'hEN I publiflied a Narrative of my 
condufl- during the period of my command in 
North America, which comprehends the 
campsiign of 1 78 1 , I was in hopes I had faid 
every thing that was requifite to explain the 
motives of my own aftioas, atld to convince 

b every 
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every unprejudiced perfon, that certain pofi- 
tions refpeding them, advanced in Lord 
Cornwallis's letter to me of the 20th of Oc- 

f 

tober, had no foundation. But it gives me 
extreme concera to obierve, that his Lord* 
fhip's feeming to avow nearly the fame fenti- 
ments in his Introdu<9:ron to a late publica- 
tion, ftylcd, an Anfwer to that Narrative, 
lays me under the n€€effity of troubling. the 
public again upon a fubjeft, which they are 
probably tired of; and I finctrely wilhed to 
have done with. I hope, therefore, it may 
not be judged improper to requeft their atten- 
tion to the following Obfervations on feme 
of the opinions and aflertions therein flated. 
Which (to be as conciie as poflible) I (hall 
take according to the order in which they 
occur ; — adding only, in an Appendix, the 
copies of fuch extr'afts from my correfpon- 
dence, and other papers, as appear neceffary. 

I find upon enquiry that the four letters 
were omitted to be ient to the Secretary of 
State, which Lord QornwalUs meotiojns to 
have beta wanting when the papers relatiag, 
to this bufinefs were laid before the Houjie of 
Lofds^ But the reafons for bis Lord(hip*s 

march 
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march from Crofs-cr^k^to Wilmington, and 
from thence into Virginia (Jfbated in the finft 
of them) had been before given in his letters 
of the 23d and 2i4th of April, to the Secretary 
of State, General Phillips, aqd myfeif ; and 
thefe ftand the firft of thofe letters from his 
Lordfliip's correfpondence, read before the 
Houfe of Lords ; the other three lettfcrs had 
been inferted in a pamphlet containing ex* 
.trads from our <:orrefpondence, handed about 
at the time of the enquiry ; and one of thofe 
pamphlets had been prefented, by my order, 
.to Lord Townfliend, as a man of honour, and 
.a friend to both parties, previous (I believe) 
to his noticing this omiffion to the Houfe ; 
and all the four miffing letters were fooa 
after published iu the Parliamentary Regifter^ 
along with thofe which had been read to the 
JLords# So that Lord Cornwallis could not 
well have fuftained any injury by that omiffion. 
.This, however, cannot be faid to have been the 
cafe with mine of the 30th of November, and 
zd of December to his X^r40up^ and q( the 
6th of December to the American Minifbr ; 
which were with-held, whilft Lord Corn* 
wallis^s letters of the aoth of Odtdberip and 2d 
!.i ba of 



4 OBSERVATIONS. 

of December (to which they were anfwers) 
were fufFered to operate, for a long time, upon 
the minds of the public, to my prejudice. 
* My letters of the 30th of November and 2d 
of December, were in Lord Cornwiilluj's pof- 
feffion, when his friend. Lord Townlliend, 
moved for thofc of his Lordfhip, which he 
judgecf neceffary to explain his conduit. The 
public will judge, whether mine were not, at 
leaft, equally fo, to explain mine ; and whe^ 
ther, on findii>g that the Secretary of State 
had on)itted to produce thetn to the Lords, 
Lord Cornwallis ought not to have defired 
Lord Townfhend to have moved for them. 
I declare, 1 would have done lb, had I been 
in his Lordfliip's place. 

The fouj: other letters, taken npticej of by 
Lord Cornwallis, were certainly not delivered 
to him before November ; bliciufe the three 
firft, having been committed to the charge of 
General Leflie, (who was in a manner cnli* 
: barked for the Ghefapcakj from the beginning 
• of Auguft to thb arrival of the French fleet) 
could npt have been tranfmitted to his Lordfhip 
fooner ; and the laft (thie fubftance of which, 
however, had been previoiifly commiuiicated 

iu 
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ill the prefence of a council of war, for his 
Lordfhip's information to Major Cockrin, who 
joined him on the pth of Oftober) being^fent 
by an advice boat, did not reach the Cheftp^ak, 
before his furrender. But whoever will tak'6 
the trouble of perufing thofe letters, * will 
perceive that his Lordfhip's cohdud (m "the 
then ftate of matters) could not ^ha^e bietea 'ife'i * 
fluenced by an earlier receipt of them* 

Everyman of fenfibility muft JSmeht that . 
Lord Cornwallis has fo indilcireetly availed 
himfelf of the liberty, he fuppofed was given 
him, by the late change in Amei^ican meafureS* 
For as myfecret and mojl private letter to General 
Phillips, dated April 30, contained nothing 
necefl'ary for his Lordftiip's juftification ; the 
publifhing it was highly impolitic at leaft, not 
to fay more-r- for reafons too obvious to need 
explanation* 

No perfbn can be more ready than I am to 
adtnit the difficulties Lord Cornwallis had to 
flruggle with ; and I (hall always acknowledge 
that I expeded fuccefs (notwithftanding) from 
his Lordfliip's abilities. I left his Lordihip 
in the Carolinas, with every power, civil and 
military, which I could give him, to carry on 

fuch 
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fuch operations as he fhould judge moft 
likely to complete their redudion.. Where i 
had hopes of fucc?fs, I ftudioufly fought to 
approve without referve. And^ as long as I 
.imagined his Lordfhip to be in fufficient force^ 
gnd In other rcfpeits prepared and competent to 
give the experiment of fupporting our friends 
in l^orth Carolioai a fair and folid trials I cer- 
tainly approved. But after the unfortunate 
day of Cowptns^ which diminilhed his Lord- 
ihip'safting army nearly one fourth ; and after 
yst thought proper to deftroy great part of his 
waggons, proviant train, &c. (whereby he 
was reduced, I fear, to fomething too like a 
Tartar move) ; had it then been poffible for 
him to have confulted me, he would have 
found that, could I have 0ven confentcd to his 
perlifling in his qnarch into that province, that 
confent muft have totally refted upon the 
high opinion I entertained of his Lordfliip^s 
exertions, and not oi) any other fluttering pro» 
Iped I had of fuccefs. 

Mqjor Fergufon's misfortune was one of 
thofe untQward circumftances, which Lord 
Cornwallis fays, occured during the four 
months fucceeuing the battle of Camden. His 

J^rdftiip, 
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LordQiip, Immediately after the complete vic- 
tory he there obtained, ordered our friends \w 
North Carolina, to arm -and intercept the; 
beaten ^afmy of General Gates; pcomifing 
them at the fame.time, that he would march 
dire<3iy to the borders of that province in their 
fupport* About this: time Major FergufoB 
was detached to a diftance from his Lordfliip^ 
with a body ofmilitia (without being fupported 
by regular troops) under au idea that he could 
make them fight ; notwitlriftanding his Lord^ 
£hip had informed me^ fome little time before^ 
that it was contrary to the experience of the 
army^ as well as of Major Fergufon himfelf^ 
The ooia&quence was, that the Major and hid 
Whole corps were imfortunately maflacred. 
Lord Cornwallis was, inaxnedrately upon heaiv 
Ing of this event, obliged to quit the borders of 
North Carolina, and leave our friends there a-t 
the bfiercyof an inveterate enemy, whofepovirer 
became irrefiftible by this necefliary retreat. 
This fj^al cataftrophei moreover,^ loft his Lori-^ 
^ip the whok mUifiacyf Ninety rfix, amounting 
to £por thoufaud menv and even threw South 

'Carolina. into a^ AaCe-of confufion and rebel** 

f 

Kou, 

i: . ' • wallid 
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How nearly the force I left with Lord Corrf- 
wallis in the Southern diftridt^ and what I 
after\;7ards fent to him, might have been ade- 
quate or not to the fuccefs' expefted from it, 
1 (hall not now examine. It was all I could 
poffibly fpare. But for the fatisfadion of the 
public, I fhall give at the end of the Appen- 
dix, a view of the force firft left with his 
Lordfhip, of what was fent to him afterwards, 
and of what was finally under his Lordfliip's 
ordef s throughout the whole extent of his com- 
mand ; — to contraft with which, I (hall add 
alfo another view of the force left under my 
own immediate orders at New York, at different 
periods; giving at the fame time as near a 
calculation as I can make from the intelligence 
received, of the number of regular troops 
which the enemy had oppofed to each of us. 
I beg leave like wife to mention, that before I 
failed from Charles-town, I offered to Lord 
Cornwallis all he wifhed, all he wanted, of 
every fort ; and that his Lordfhip expreflei 
himfelf to be perfectly fatisfied with the troops 
he had, and wished for no more, as will appear 
from tjie letters annexed. What the exaft 
ftrength of the corps under his Lordfhip's im- 
mediate command may have been at any given 
I period, 
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period, I cannot afcertain, as I had not regu- 
lar returns of them ; but l?is Lordfhip did not 
make .any compkint to me of the fmaUnefs of 
liis force when he commenced his move into 
North Carolina ; and I always thought it to be 
full as large as I ha J rat^d it at. 

I cannot judge of the affurances of co-opera- 
tion, which Lord Cornwallis may have received 
from our friends in North Carolina, but from 
his Lordfhip's report; and his Lordfliip beft 
knows, whether he received any after the effeSIs 
if Major FerguforCs misfortune were known. But 
his Lordfhip cannot forget that our friends, 
who had rifen by his order, were left expofed 
to ruin by his retreat, and numbers of them 
aftually maffacred. I am therefore at a lofs 
to guefs what may have been his Lordfhip's 
reafbns for being furprized that they failed to 
join him after the victory at Guildford ; as 
fuch effort of loyalty could fcarcely be ex- 
. pcfted from them after their paft fufferings, 
when they faw his Lordfhip's army fo greatly 
jreduced after the a<9:ion, and fo fcantily fup- 
plied with provifions ; which, without doubt 
was very far fhort of that folid fupport which 
' they had been encouraged ito pxpeft from his 

c Lordfhip's 
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Lrordfhip's promifes. And indeed his Lord* 
Ihip might have fuppofed that thefe were their 
fcntiments from what followed, as defcribed 
by himfelf. f* Many of the inhabitants rode 
** into camp, fhook me by the hand, faid 
^* they were glad to fee us, and to hear we had 
*^ beat Greene, and then rode home again ;*'— 
no doubt with aching hearts, from the melan- 
choly fecene his Lordfliip's camp " encumbered 
*^ with a long train of fick and wounded^'^ ex- 
hibited to their view. 

But as this attempt (fuch as it was) had 
failed, furely Lord Cornwallis's next objedk 
ihould have been, tofecure South Carolina: and 
this appears to have been his Lordfliip's own 
opinion when he. wrote his letter to General 
Leflie of the i2th of December, 1780: — • 
.** We will then give our friends in North- 
^* Carolina a fc^r trial. If they behave like 
*' men, it may be of the greateft advantage to 
" the affairs of Britain. If they are as - - - - 
** as our friends to the fouthward, we muft 
^^ leave them to their fate, znd Jecure what wc 
" have got/* Had I not confequently every 
rfeafon to expeft his Lordfhip would have done 
fo ? To what purpbfe then did his Lordfliip 

march 
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march to Wilmington from Crofs-creek, as he 
was fo much nearer Camden and South Caro- 
lina ? Or, even when at Wilmington, (as he 
could not but be apprehenfive for the fafety of 
South Carolina, from General Greene's march 
into that province ; — and even for Charles- 
town,* w/jofe old works were in pari levelled, to 
** make way for neiv ones, which were not yet 
** conjlru^ed -y and whofe garrifon was inadequate 
■*^ to oppofe any force of confcquence ;" which 
'material information it is prefumed Colonel 
Baltbur could not have failed communicating 
to his LordJhip as well as to Lord Rawdon,) 
why did not his Lordfhip retire to Charles- 
town by the route of Lockvvood's folly and 
the Waggaraaw ? Which, it is the opinion of 
many others as well as mine, was pra£licable. 
For gallies might have fecured him the paffage 
of that river, and we then held the poll of 
George-town upon its banks : it was, more- 
over, early in the month of April, long before 
the droughts fet in, and it may therefore be 
irefumed there was not much danger of the 
lills wanting water, as his L-ordthip Teems tu 
c a have 

' Vide Lord Rawdon's Letter to Lord CurnwiUis, da- 
ted May 34, 1781. 
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have apprehended. Had his Lordfliip fortu^ 
nately done fo, South Carolina would have 
been faved, and the fatal cataftrophe which 
afterwards happened to his army in the Chefa- 
peak avoided. Lord CornwalHs in anfwer to 
this fays, ** that he decided to march into 
** Virginia^ as the fafejt and mojt effeSlual means 
*' of employing the fmall corps under his command. 
^' For the force in South Carolina was in his 
** opinion fufficient, when colledled, to fecure 
** what was valuable to us in that province." 
But his I^rdfliip's letter to General Phillips, 
of the 24th of April, (written a day or two 
before he moved) fo far from reprefentingthis 
march as a fafe one^ dcfcribes it as moft peri- 
lous. And if there Vas a poflibility that his 
Lordfhip's return to South Carolina (even by 
fca) might prevent any material part of th:it 
province or Georgia from falling into the .ene» 
my's hands, (as many of the pofts there did, 
notwithftanding his Lprdfliip's opinion of the 
fufficiency of the force to fecure them^) it may be 
prcfumed, that his Lordfhip's inarch into Fir^ 
ginta was not the f7ibjl ejfedhud means cf employ 'mg 
the corps under his command^ as the event has 
but too well proved to our coft. Lord Corn- 

vvallis 
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wailis gives Ukewife another reafoii for this 
move. He fays, *' he was influenced by ha- 
** ving jull received an account from Charles- 
** town oi' the arrival of a frigate with dif- 
•• patches from me. The fubftance of which 
•' then tranfmittcd to him was, that General 
•' Phillips had been detached to the Chefa- 
** peak, and put under his orders. Which iu- 
** duced him to hope that folld operation: might 
*' he adopted in that quarter." 1 fliall therefore 
take the liberty of faying a few words on this 
pafiage, which appears to me very neceflary to 
be explained. 

The difpatches his Lordfhip alludes to, were 
ray letters to liisLordfliip of the zd, 5th, and 
■8th, of March, with a copy of my inftruc- 
tions to General Phillips. Captain Amherfl, 
of the Sixtieth regiment, having charged him- 
I ielf with thofe of Lord Cornxvallis, and other 
I difpatches for Colonel Balfour, failed from 
New- York on the 20th of March, in a mer- 
chant fhip, called the Jupiter. And as Colo- 
nel Balfour acknowledged the receipt of thera 
all, in his letter to me of the 7th of April, it 
is prefumable they were delivered to him on or 
before that day. This letter was brought to 
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me by his Majefty's Ihip Amphitrite ; which, 
having in her way called at Cape Fear, brought 
me a letter likewife from Lord Cornwallis, at 
Wilmington, dated the loth of April, It is 
therefore to be lamented, that neither the dif-* 
patches themfelves, nor the fubftance of them, 
had been tranfmitted to his Lordfhip by that 
fliip. The Speedy packet too, which was 
fcnt from Charles-town foon after the Am- 
phitrite, with* letters to me of the 20th of 
April, called likewife in her way at Cape 
Fear,- and brought me letters from his Lord- 
fhip of the 22cl, 23d, and 24th of April ; 
but I am concerned to obferve, that fafe oppor- 
tunity of conveying my difpatches to his Lord- 
fliip was alio miffed. Although Lord Corn- 
wallis^ in his letter to the American minifter 
of the 23d April, and in his introdudion, 
intimates that the fubflance of thofe difpatches 
was fent to him on the 22d April ; I fhould, 
notwithftanding, fuppofe, that what was fent 
to his Lordfliip. as fuch muft have been im- 
properly ftated. For by having recourfe to 
the difpatches at large, it will be ieen, that 
£0 far from inducing bis Lordjbip to hope that 
JoRi operation might he adopted in Firginia^ 

3 (^^ 
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(as he intimates the fubftance of them did) 
it is prefumed, they-, would on the contrary 
have convinced him, that I had not even an 
idea of the fort (which, indeed, his Lordihip 
might have already judged from my letter of 
6th November) and therefore, inftead of iu- 
fiuencing his Lordfliip's move into that pro- 
vince, tlicy might have moft probably pre- 
vented it. But when the Public have read my 
letters to Lord Coniwallis of the 2d, 5th, and 
8th of March, and my infiruftlons to General 
Phillips, they will be competent to judge 10 
what manner they were moft likely to influ- 
ence his Lordfhip, had he received them, or 
even the fubftance of them, before he com- 
menced his march into Virginia, as I think 
Jiis Lordlhip might have perceived by the in- 
JiruStiom that Generals Phillips and Arnold, 
with part of the Chefapeak corps, were to 
be drawn back to New- York for a particular 
iervice, after a certain time; — and by the 
letters^ that a confiderable French armament 
was bailed irom Rhode-ifland to the Chefa- 
peak. It is confequeiitly prefumable, that 
in tlie jirfi injiance his Lordfliip would D<Jt 
Jiave marched into Virginia, left he Jjeuld in- 

terferi 
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Uffere with my plans ; and that in the other 
he would have been equally cautious of doing 
foy kjt be Jhould hazard the deJiruStion of bis 
tnvn corpSy fhould the troops in CheTapeak 
happen at the time to be inverted at Portf- 
. mouthy which from thofe letters would appear 
• very probable to be the cale. 
. 1 will frankly own that I ever difapproved 
of an attempt to conquer Virgiiiia before the 
: Carolinas were abfolutely reftored. However, 
. when I faw that Lord Cornwallis had forced 
, Limfelf \ipon me in that province,: 1 left him 
. at liberty to aft there as he judged bcft, as 
may appear by my letter to his Lordfliip of 
the 29th of May, which was the firft I :bad an 
. opportunity of writing to him after my know- 
ledge of his arrival at Peterfburg, or of his 
. intentions of coming there. 

Although Lord Cornwallis thought proper 
to decline engaging in the plan of operations 
which I had propofed to him in cafe, he had 
. none of his own ; I am at a lofs to guefs what 
may be his motives for faying, " I didnQtfeem 
** inclined to- take more Jbi^e in the refponfibility 
f I than barely to recommend it i^^ and indeed I 
cannot thitik his Lordihip was really ierious 

in 
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JB fuggefting an infinuation fo appafently 
groundlefs. For it is manifeft that my lett6r 
a General Phillips of the 30th of April (plib- 
t^fhed by Lord Cornwallls) conveys to hiih 
and General Arnold the snaj expiidt mJiruSiions 
carrying thofe operations into execution' ; 
and it can fcarcely be doubted, that thofe iii- 
ftrudions were equally explicit to bis LordfiAp^ 
the moment the command of that army de- 
volved upon him. Befides, tliough it may be 
admitted that 1 only barely recommended the - 
move, in my letters on the fubje6l to his 
-Lordfliip (becaufe it had been hitherto ufual 
for me to leave him to his own difcretion) 
yet 1 am perfuaded a reference to my corref- 
pondencc (as publiihed by Lord Cornwallls 
and myfelf) will fhew that thofe recommen- 
dations were fufficieutly explicit to fix re- 
fponfibility upon me, had his Lordlhip adopted 
my plan, and afterwards failed. 

Lord Cornwallis is pleafed to fay, " fliat 
*' he informed me he ihould repair to Wil- 
** liamfturg, about the time when he (hould 
•* receive my anfwer, in order to be in readf- 
i to execute my commands ; and that hfe 
lid employ tht intermediate /pact 
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** ftroying fuch of the enemy's ftores and nfia- 
** ^ziii^s as might be within his reach/'— 
The letter which is thus explained was dated 
the 26th of May, at Byrd's, a little more than 
twenty miles from Richmond, which is fifty 
from Williamlburg, and is expreffed in the 
following words : ** I fhall now proceed to dif- 
" lodge La F^y^tttfrom Richmond ^ and with 
** my light troops to deftroy any magazines 
•* or ftores in the neighbour hood y which may 
" have been colleftcd either for his ufe or for 
*' General Greene's army. From thence I pur- 
" pbfe to move to the Neck at WllBan^urg^ 
** which is reprefented as healthy, > and keep 
,^* my fdf . unengaged from operations which 
** might interfere with your plan for thecam- 
** paign, until I have the fatisfa6llon of hear- 
^^ ing from you. I hope \Jballthen have an op-- 
** portunity to receive better inf or mationiXhzn has 
*^ hitherto been in my power to procure rela- 
^^tive to a proper harbour and place of arms • 
At prefent I am inclined to think well of 
York. I'be objeSions to Port/mouth are, that 
/• // cannot be madejlrong without an army to de^ 
^^fend it^ that it is remarkably unhealthy^ and can 
M give no protection to ajhip of the line^ From 

the 
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• 1 

the foregoing letter I naturally concluded, 
that, as foonas his Lordfhip had fiaiihed the 
lervice he was gone on, (which I did not ima- 
gine would have taken up above fix or feven 
days at moft) he would endeavour to obtain 
information refpeSling a proper harbour and place 
of arms ; and having found it, that he was 
aftually employed in eftablifhing a port there. 
For, not having received any letter from his 
Lordfhip between the 26th of May and 30th 
of June, I was totally ignorant of his having 
changed his defign, (as defcribed in his letter 
of the firft date) and gone acrofs the country to-- 
wards Fredericijburg^ by Hanover Court-houfe \ 
an operation which took his Lordfhip a com* 
plete month before he reached WilUamfburg., 
But had his Lordfhip fortunately explained to 
me his inftruftions in that letter in the fame 
manner he has now explained his letter, I 
ihould have feeo that his Lordfhip had no idea 
of eftablifhing a pofl on the Williamfburg 
Neck : and, when I found he had no plan of 
his own, would of coiirfe have fent early and 
explicit orders for that purpofe, either to his 
Lordfhip, or in his abfence to General Leflle, 
whereby much time might have been faved, 

d 2 and 
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and the fetal cataftrophe that followed — at 
lead retarded, by his Lordfhip being in a bet- 
ter ftate of defence than that in which the' 
enemy found hitn. For, though from his 
Lordlhip^s letter to me of the 23d of Auguft*, 
J had every reafon to fuppofe that a proper 
furvey of the ground had been taken, and a 
Judicious plan fixed on for fortifying it; I 
very much fear that nothing material was 
done until aft^r the arrival of the French fleet 
on the 29th of Auguft, as the engineer has 
iince given me to underftand (when I aiked 
him for his furvey) that he did not take one. 
There appears, therefore, to have been a miff 
apprehenlion fomewhere rcfpefling this matter, 
us well as the number of intrenching tools; 
which, though computed by his Lordlhipf to 

be 

♦ Extra^.^-^LitUr from Lord Cornwallis to Sir Hi Clinton^ 
dated Tork'Toivny Auguji %2^ ly.Sl, 
<* The engineer has finijhtd his furvey and examination 
^ of this pJacff and has propofcd his plan for fortifying it j 
^< whichf appearing judicious, I have approved of, and 
** dire£led to be executed.'* 

t ExtraOf — Letter from Lord Cornwallis f$ Sir H. Clinton 
dated Tork'Xown^ OBober lO^ 1 78 1. 
<^ And our (lock of intrenching tools, which did not 
^^ much exceed four hundredy when we began to work in the 
^' Izttcr end of Augnft, vhls tvctw mMcU diminiflied," 
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be only about four hundred wh^n he began to 
work on the York fide, I find by his engineer's 
reports, in my pofie/fion, to have been 992* 
on the .23d of Auguft, the day on whiqh (it 
is prefumed from the letter before quoted) he * 
began to break ground* 

Lord Cornwallis is alfo pleafed to fay, 
** Whoever reads the cor refpou deuce will fee, 
♦^ that fince Sir H. CUuton had declared ppfi- 
^* tively in his firft, and in feveral fubfequent 
*^ difpatches againft the plan for reducing 
*^ Virginia, no explicit, alter mtrm was left to 
'^ noe, between complying with the requi^fition 
" (contained in his. letters of the n th and 
'* 15th of. June).of fuch troops as I could fpare 
*• from a healthy defenfive ftation, or engaging 
^* in operations in the Upper Chefapeak/^ 
But this conclufion does not, I prefume ne- 
cefl'arily follow ; for though it is admitted that 
the whole of my correfpondence with the 
American Minifter and Lord Cornwallis uni* 
formly declare my fentiments, of the im- 
praifticability of reducing Virginia by an ope- 
ration folely there, without the good-will and 
aid of the inhabitants,-^ and of the bad policy 

of 

* Vide the return In the Appendix. 
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of the meafure from the unhealthinefs of the 
climate; land I was equally uniform in ex- 
prefling to his Lordfliip my wifhes, that he 
would adopt my ideas of the move to the 
Delaware Neck, &c. againft which there were 
none of thofe objeftions. Yet, when I found 
that his Lordfliip was averle to engage in the 
operations concerted with General Phillips, 
and that he concurred with that officer re- 
fpe£ling the propriety of changing the poft of 
Portfmouth for one more healthy and defen- 
fible, I gave my cbrifent to the change pro- 
pofed, and referred his Lordfliip to my cor- 
refpondence with General Phillips for my 
opinions thereon. His Lordfliip might have 
therefore judged that I expefted he would 
imrtiediately carry into execution this part of 
my plan, cfpecially as his Lordfliip might have 
recouped that he told me in the letter before 
quoted, " That he hoped, when he got to the 
Williamft)urg Neck, he fliould have an op- 
portunity to receive better information than 
** had hitherto been in his power to procure, 
** relative to a proper harbour and place of 
" arms.^^ Wherefore, as his Lordfliip was 
left at liberty by my letters of the nth and 

15th 



(4 



r OBSERVATIONS. 13 ^ 
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15th of June, to detain all the troops, if he 
had not finifiied the operations he was engaged 

Sin: and as his Lordfhip had not completed his 
ineafures relative to a proper harbour and place of 
.arms, which appears from hia letter to have 
been one of the operations lie propofed engaging 
in ; it may be fairly concluded that an explidt 
alternative was left him. For the letter of the 
nth of June explicitly recommends to his 
J-«rd(hip the taking a healthy defcnjive Jiation 
■wherever he chofe on the Willliimiburg Neck; 
and only calls for what troops he could fpare 
from its ample defence and other purpofes 
entioned, after it 'was taken. And . as his 
rdfliip had not y^et taken that fation, tljc 
-troops were without doubt to be detained ; — 
becaufe in that cafe only my letter requefted 
them to be fent ; but though his Lordihip 
might poifibly have underflood the letter dif- 
ierently at the lime, we may at lead fuppofe 
as it referred hlmto other letters of the 
1.29th of May and 8th of June, for a further 
explanation of my wiflies, and thefe letters 
had not then been received by his LorJfhip, 
he had very fufficient reafon to fufpend at leaji 
his uitention of crofTmg James River, until 
4 • ■ ■ 'ho 
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he either received them (Jr heard again froin 
^New*■York. Lord Cornwallis endeavoui;s to 
intalidate this.xreafoning by fayihg,, " that- the 
** choice of a healthy ftatioii Vva^ controlled 
by other material cohfiderations, particularly 
the imminent danger of NeW'-Tork^ and the im^ 
^^ port ant effects expected from the expedition 
•* againjl PhiMelpUar. His : Lordftiip will, 
however, forgive m-e if 1 .cannot difcover 
from whence thofe confid orations- arofe ;! as my 
letters of the nth and 15th of June (whidi 
were the only letters he had '^then received) do 
net defcribe New* York to be in any fort of 
ddnger^ and his Lordfhip by his 'aniwer to 
thofe letters feemed.of opinion, that the pro-- 
jeSi againfi Philadelphia was then becmm inex^ 
pedient. I am therefore forry to be under the 
neceflity of repeating, that it is my opinion, 
his Lordfhip totally mifonceivied all my orders 
•and intentions rcfpefting this bufiii^fs,' when 
he judged they warranted his paffmg James 
River and retiring to Pvrtftmuth.\ — which I 
could not poflibly fufpedl his Lordfliip would 
make choice of as a healthy defenfible fiationy 

, after 

^ Vide his Lord{hip*8 "letter of the 30th of June, 
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after he had juft told me in his letter of the 
26th of May, " that it was remarkably un* 
" healthy J and (though fortified) required an 
** army to defend it ^ But our correfpondeftce 
is now before the public, and they will judge 
whether my orders authorized his Lordfhip tp 
do fo, and whether confequently fix weeks at 
leaft were not loft in fecuring a place of arms^ 
which we both feemed to concur in opinion 
was neceffary. With refped to his Lordfliip's 
faying, " It will be feen by the correfpondence 
♦' that the Commander-in-chiers opinion pf 
** the indifpenfible neceffity of a harbour for 
** line of battle fhips only appears in his letter 
** of the nth of July, after he had been ac* 
** quainted that the troops intended for the 
*V expedition againft Philadelphia would be 
" foon ready to fail,'* (thereby intimating that 
it was a new idea juft then ftarted) I prefume* 
it may be eafily made appear from the fame 
correfpondence, that fo far from being a new 
idea, the taking a Jiation for large fhips was one 
of the earlicft and principal obje<9:s recom- 
mended to General Phillips*s confideration and 
enquiry.* And I think it may be inferred, 

e from 

♦ Vide inftru£lions of the icth of March. 
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from his Lord(hip*s objefting to Portfmouth, 
in the letter of the 26th of May, " becauft i% 
•* could not give proteSlion to a JIAp of the Itne^'^ 
that he regarded it as fuch, and confequently 
went in fcarch of a naval ftation as Jlandlng m 
that general officer^ s place^ it being apparently 
from that letter one of the principal reafons 
which induced his Lordftiip to go to the Wil- 
liamfburg Neck. 
. Lord Cornwallis fays> ** Hampton-road was 
** recommended by that order ; but as it was 
upon examination found totally unfit for the 
purpofe defired, every perfon can judge whe^ 
tber the order did not then in its fpirit become 
pojitive to occupy York and Gloucejler.^^. To 
enable every perfon therefore to judge whether 
k did or not, I fhall beg leave to tranfcribethe 
words of the order. " I requeft that your Lord- 
^* ihip will without lofs of time examine Old Point 
V Comfort^ ^^fortij)' it. But if it (hould be 
\^ your Lordfhip's opinion that Old Point 
** Comfort cannot be held without having pq/jej/ion 
*.* of TTorkf for in this cafe Glouccfter may per- 
** haps be not fo material) and that the whole 
** cannot be done with lefs than feven thoufand 
** men, you are at full liberty to detain all the 

" troops 
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•' troops now in Chefapeafc, which I believfe 
*' amount to fomewhat more than that nura- 
** ber. Which very liberal conceflion will, 1 
** am perfuaded, convince your Lordfhip of 
" the high eflimation in which I holda naval 
** Illation in Chefapeak." If nothing elfe had 
heen laid to Lord Cornwallis or General Phil- 
lips, upon the fubjeifl of a naval ftation, but 
what this order contains ; there could not ia 
my humble opinion be a doubt, that his Lord- 
fhip was not at liberty to take any other than 
Old Point Comfort, — except he fliould be of 
opinion that Tork was neceJJ'ary to cover it, ia 
fwhich cafe he might lake Tork alfo\ and as the 
tivo pojis might probably require more troops 
than were intended to be left in Chefapeak, his 
Lordfhip was at liberty to detain the whole^or 
Jorlifying and garrifomng th^xn. I dare fay Lord 
Cornwallis faw the order in this point of view ;— 
but judging that Old Point Comfort was totally 
unfit for the purpofe defired, he had recourfe 
to the inftrucVions and letters to General Pliil- 
Jips in his pofieflion, to fee whether they would 
authorife him to rejeift it, and look out for 
another. And difcovering that my inftruftions 
to that General officer gave him leave, *• in 
■ ■ e 3 " cafo 
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*^ cafe the Admiral difapproving Portfmouth 
** (hould require a fortified ftation for large 
** fliips in Chefapeak, and JhouU propoje Tork 
*' town or Old Point Comfort^ to take pofleffioa 
** thereof, if pofleflion of either could be ac^ 
^^ quired and maintained without gteat rljk or 
>* lofs ;" his Lordfhip conceived he (hould aft 
according to the fpirit of my orders, by taking 
York and Gloucefler. I am however humblv 
. of opinion, that admitting the propriety of his 
Lord{hip*s confulting other papers beiides the 
6rder immedijU;ely before him, the order (even 
as explained by the inftrudions) did not btconie 
fofitive to occupy Tork andGlouceJler. For it docs 
not appear that the inftruftions authorifed either 
General Phillips or , his Lordfhip to occupy 
York or Old Point Comfort, unlefs tbeyjhould 
have been propofed by the Admiral for a naval 
Jiatlon. But the poft of York and Gloucefter 
never having been propofed by the Admiral 
cither to his Lordfhip or me for a naval flation, 
as Old Point Comfort was, but only barely 
mentioned to his Lordfhip by the Admiral, as 
likely to command one of the principal rivers 
\ftt cotdd befecured ; and it at lafl appearing by 
th© letter of 20th Odlober, tg have been his 

^ Lordfhip's 
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Lord{hip*s opinion that it was incapable of being 
fo ; it may be prefumed that his Lordflrip did 
not aft conforniable to either the Ipirit or letter 
of the order in taking it, — and confequentljr 
that his doing fo was entirely- of his own motion 
and choice. But, being probably aware of this 
concluiion, his Lordlhip fays, " as the harbour 
** was' the indifpenfible objeft, he took York, 
*^ being the only one in Chefapeak that he knew 
*• of." In which (no doubt) his Lordfhip 
would have been perfeftly juftitiable if the oh- 
jeciions to it were not fuch as he thought forcible.^* 
But it appears from his Lord(hip*s letter of the 
2otli of Oftober, that the objections to that pofi 
were fuch as he thought forcible . It may there- 
fore be a matter of fome furprife, that, as hii 
Lordfhip thought proper to avail himfelf of the 
latitude of choice he fuppofed given him by the 
inftrudlions to General Phillius, it did not oc- 
cur to him that the fame inftruftions direfted 
him to '* decline taking either Tork or Old Point 
** Comfort^ if his objections were fuch as he 
^* thought forcible.*^ And as Lord Cornwallis 
never Jiafed his objections tojhe poji ofTorktxlhtx 
to the Admiral w me, as thofe inftruftions 
direded him to do, if he had any ; it may be 

aflerted 
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«flerted that his Lordfliip alone is anfwcrabic 
for whatever impropriety there may have been 
in taking the poft of Tork and Gloucejler ; as it is 
I prcfume, clear from the foregoing reafbning^ 
that, having under the fandion of the inflruc- 
tiorts to General Phillips, declined taking pof- 
feffion of Old Point Comfort (which his Lx)rd- 
ihip was pofitively direfted to occupy by 
the Order of the nth of July,") his Lord- 
ihip had tbf fatne authority for declining to take 
Tork or any other naval fiatiouy " could they not 
•'* be acquired and maintained without great rifk 
** orhfs^ and fo well and fo foon fortified as to be 
** rendered hors d" infulte before the enemy could 
** move aforcCy &c. againft them ;"* which his 
Lordfhip's letter of the 20th of October inti- 
inates to be his opinion the poft of York could 
not be from the dfadvantageous nature of the 
ground. 

Having reprcfented to the miniftcr for the 
American department, the danger of opera- 
tions in Chefapeak without a covering fleet ; 
and having been in confcquence promif(?d 
that 1 (hould have it ; and being told by Admi- 
ral 

* Vide the inftrti£lions iml fubftance of .converfations 
with General Phillips ; as quoted by Lord Corawallis in 
liU icttcr dated July 26, i-;%\* 
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jalHood upon his arrival that he had brought 
me a rufficient one ; I gave Lord CornWallrs 
of courfe all the hopes I could, and *' certain^ 
ly promifed to fuccour him in perfon^ hy moving 
into Cbefapeak with four thoufand troops^^ tlic 
i;iftant the Admiral (hould inform me the paf-* 
fage to him was open^. or wouW undertake to* 
copvoy me. But as his Lordfhip did not re- 
ceive thefe hopes (fuch as they are) before the 
1 6th of September; (for 1 muft ftill perfift in 
declaring that I never gave his Lordfhip ajfu-^ 
ranees of the exertions of the navy before my let- 
ter to him of the 24th of September,, which he 
received on the 29th — as afferted in his Lord- 
fhip- s letter of the 20th of October) Surely hift 
Lord(hip*s hopes of fuccour muft have been but 
frnall between the 29th of Auguft and that pe- 
riod, when he knew there was an enemy s fleet of 
thirty -fix fail of the line blocking him up^ and a 
formidable army coUedling to invefi him^ " in an 
intrenched camp, fubjeftin moft places to 
eniilad^^. and the ground in general difad- * 
Yaatageov^s.;** — : without knowing of more 
than feven fail of the line on. our fde^ and confe- 
quently having in the intermediate fpace no 

wry great profpedl of relief*,. : 

His 
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HisLordfhip fays, " that, as I did not give 
him the fmalleft particle of difcretionary 
power different from holding the pofts he 
occupied ; it would not have been juftifiable 
** m himj either to abandon by the evacuatioQ 
*' of York a confiderably quantity of artillery, 
** the fhips of war, tranfports, provifions^ 
ftores, and hbfpltals ; or, by venturing an 
aftion without the mofl manifeft advantage, 
to run the rilk of precipitating the lofs of 
<< them," To this, I (hall only obferve, that 
it will appear from the correfpondence, that his 
Lordlhip's difcretionary powers were unlimited 
from the firft moment of his taking charge of 
a feparate command ; and it will I believe be 
admitted, that his Lordfliip adled in moft 
cafes as if he confidered them as fuch. And 
though I may not condemn his Lgrdfliip for 
not attacking the Marquis de la Fayette, before 
his junftion with Monfieur St. Simon (when 
he had, as I underftand, only two thoufand 
regular continental troops); or for not at- 
tempting to prevent that junftion ; or for not 
attacking them when joined ; and endeavour- 
ing to efcape with part of his army to the fouth- 
ward, between the a^th of Auguft aikd the 

i6tk 
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i^th, t)f September } — as fueh mcafures muft 
have altogether depended on his Lordfhip^s 
own fee^ngSy of which ho man can fpeak but 
himfeif. Yet it *ras natural to fuppofe, that 
the General officer^ whoh^id but a few months 
before (at the rifle of engaging his Commander 
in Chief in pperations^ fqr which he could not 
be prepared ; and perhaps at the rilk of ]o(ing 
9 valuable province under his immediate prp^ 
t^ic^) 4?cid^d upon a move with part: of hi$ 
army Into Virginia, ^^ for urgetit redfonsy^ 
?* biing inftuenced thereto (ht idyt) by the fub-, 
^0dnte of a dif^atch^ (he heard was coming to 
jiimi) without waiting to receive it, though 
\t might have been expedled In a few hours : — 
) %r, it was hatiiral to fuppofe, that the Gene- 
fdl officer who had dorte this^ might have 
judged it equally expedient to decide upon re- 
Jtlriog back again without waiting to receive 
Jptffpl d^fcretlonafy powers from his Commander 
jn Chiefs if he judged there was a great pror 
.|>abilHy pf hl3 lofing every thing fliould he 
|reinain« Which, if it was fo, I am bold to 
/^y, waf a reafon far more urgent for his en- 
deavouring to favc p;irt of his army by ai]y 
jneanp in his power, than any his ,Lcfrd(hip 
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jCouW fuppofc he had for quitting the Caroiinas 
at the time he marched into Virginia. 

There remains little more neceflary in reply 
to Lord Cornwallis*s introdudion, but toob- 
ferve, that the army and its followers in Virgi- 
nia had' been fo increafed in confequenCe of his 
Lordfliip*s move into that province ; that it 
would have been imprafticable to withdraw 
them by water (as his Lordlhip is pleafed to 
fuggcft) for want of tranfports, even if the 
American minifteir had not direfted mctofup* 
port his Lorlhip there, and a preffing contin- 
gency had required it. And I muft take the 
liberty to fay, that the fending his Lprd(hip*s 
corps back to South Carolina by land, would 
have been a moft abfurd idea for me to adopt 
after the opinions I had given of the rilks it 
run in its former march by that route. 

I (hall now beg leave to conclude with aiil 
opinion, which I prefume is deducible from 
tlie foregoing (I truft candid) review of cir- 
cumftances. Which is, that Lord Cornwallis's 
conduft and opinions, if they were not the 
immediate caufes, may be adjudged to have at 

■ 

If all contributed to bring on the fatal cataf* 
I .... trophc 
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trophe which terminated the unfortunate cam* 
paign of 1781. 



Harlcy- Street, 
April 3, 1783. 



H. CLINTON, 
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COU T AINIKG 

EXTRACTS 

FROM THE 

Correfpondence witit Earl CornwalHsy refpefbing the 
Force left with hh Lordihip^ and the Inftni£lions 
given him upon his taking the Command of the 
Southern Diftrid. 



' Extra ff. — From Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Com^ 
waltisy dated Charks'town^ May 17^ 1780. 

* OUR Lordfliip has already with you. (in the 
field) two thoufand five hundred and forty two 
rank and file i but, if you have the leaft reafon 
CO fuppofe the enemy likely to be in great num^ 
ber, you (hall be reinforced vrith the forty-fecond, 
the light infantry, and any other corps you choofe. 
As your move is important, it niuft not be (tinted. 
•r I ^ill give you all you wi(h of every fort. — 

B Lcc 



2 Ccrrefpondence refpeBlng the 

Let mc but know what it is as foon as pofliblc. 
In the m^an time, I ihall order the lighc Infantry 
atid forty-fecoiid regiment to prepare; depending 
upon it, that as foon as you can fpare them, you 
will i'eturn them to mc; for z\\ operations to the 
Northward muft be cramped without them. If 
you choofe to keep the feventccnth dragoons, 
you are heartily welcome to them during this 
move. 



Copy^ -^ Fr-ont Em^I CormvalUs /^ ^ir Hatrf CUntm^ 
' daUdiCampat Manigolds^ May i8, 1780* 

SIR, 
LIEUTENANT Colonel Webfter arrived 'this 
morning, and. informed Die bf the meflage which 
you fent by him, relative to reinforcing the corps 
under my command. The fcrvke on which 1 
am going, is undoubtedly of the mofl: important 
nature, and in my opinion, without ibnfie fuccyfs 
in the back country, pur fuccef? af Cbarlcs-to^a 
would but little promote the real intercfts q{ Greatr 
Britain. But at the fame time it is as neceiTacy 

tbat your fituation to the Northward (hould be re« 

. , ... * ■ . , > 

fpcctablc. It would be .with great regret that 1 
fliouM fee you leave behipd any part of that corps 
deftined for your firft cmbarkjition. The garrifon, 

then. 
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then, of Charlcs^town and Sullivan's ifland, will 
oonfift of Arcc Britilh rcgimcno, — two of them 
very weak, r- *nd two HrfSan, and one weak Pro- 
▼inei;rlf the latter of which, perhaps, will be fcnt to 
Fort Moultrie. This garrifon will hare the charge 
of two thoufand five hundred prifoners. The corps 
at prefent under my conunaod is, in my opinion, 
fully equal to the purpofc intended by it, unlcfs 
fome confiderable reinforcement of Continentals 
Ihould com^ frpm the Northward. I have not 
yet heard that fa6t afcertained, by any intelligence 
which has come to my knowledge. If troops arc 
on their march, and nor Tcry Vit^^^ jxmr embarka- 
tion given out publicly for the Chefapeak will 
probably flop them. I think, therefore. Sir, if 
you pleafe, with proper diefereoce and fubmiflinn 
to your opinioO) that the bu&nefs may be fcstled 
in the following manner : If no certain intelligence 
arrives before you are ready to fail, of a confide- 
rable corps of the Continental troops being far 
advanced; that the difpofition Ihould then remain 
the fame which you mentioned when I had the 
honour of feeing you. If fuch intelligence fhould 
arrive before that time, I Ihould theA wi(h to be 
joined by five or fix hundred men, cither Britifh 
or Heflian, and fubmit it to your judgment on 
the fpot, from whence they could \x beft fuppfied. 
I think, at all events, Lieutenant- colonel Balfour's 
expedition fhould go on immediately, as the fcafon 

B 2 of 
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of the year makes it heceflary that he ihould lofe 
no time. The more pains that can be taken to 
eftablifh thfc belief of your going to Virginia^ the 
greater will be the prcft)ability of flopping their 

reinforcement* 

« 

I am^ &c« 

(Signed) CORNWALLIS. 



ExtraSi. — From Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clin^ 
ton, dated Gamp at Manigolds, May 19^ 1780* 

SIR, 
I RECEIVED, very early this morning, the fa- 
vour of your letter by Lieutenant-colonel Innes, 
to which the letter I had the honour of fending to 
you yeftcrday, by Major Danfey, will fervc as an 
anfwer. I can only add, that I have received no 
intelligence whatever of reinforcements coming to 
the enemy from the Northward, or of their being 
in force in this province. 



Extra£J. 



/ • 



Force left with E(ljll^rmvallis. 



« ■ 



ExtraSl. — From Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Corn" 
waltis^ dated CbarleS'to^f Maf^o, 1780. 

THE light infantry and forty-fecond 



regitnent march this evening to Godfe-cireek, and 
thence to Monk's-corner, where they will remain 
at your Lordlhip's call, in readinefs either to joih 
you, or to return and embark^ as fliall have be- 
i:ome expedient. 



Extras. — From Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Com-^ 
wallis, dated Charles-town, May 20, 1780. 

. EVERY jealoufy has beeix and will be given 
on my part^ as . a blind to our real intentions. 

And now, my Lord, having entered into every 
thing that occurs to me as neceflary to be thought on 
at prcfent, I heartily wifli fuccefs to your important 
move. I cannot doubt your having it, for as 
much as I agree with you, that fuccefs at Charles^ 
town, unlefs followed in the back country^ will be of 
little avail ; fo much, I am perfuaded, that the 
taking that place in the advantageous manner we 
have, done it, infures the redudbion of this and the 
next province, if the temper .of our friends in 
thofe diftriAs is fuch as it has always been repre- 
fented to us. 

I ExtraSl. 
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Extra9» — Frcm Earl Camw^Uis to Sir Hemj 
CitMios, dated Camp at JLatf^^ Eafi Siit ofSan-- 
tie^ May 2i, 1780. >i 

THE mtjth of the light infantry and fortyj- 
fccond to Monk'srcorncr will be of ufe to tboic 

# 

corps, and will Kelp to fpread alarm through the 
country ; but from what I hear, I do not be- 
lieve that there can be any neceffity for detaining 
any part of the firft embarkation a moment after 
the ihips are ready for them« 



ExtraB.—Sir Henry Clinton to Earl CornwaUis^ 
dated Cbarles-Townj yune i, 1780. 

WE Aall probably leare this m a day or twtK — ^ 
I dare not be fo fangutne as to fuppofe chat your 
buHncfs will be con^leated in time for uc to meet 
before I fail'» and as our commuDicarioii will be^ 
cooM prccartous> I think k nccefiai7 to gire your 
Lordfhtp outline^ of my intentions, where youir 
Lordllisp is likely to bear & part. Your Lordfliip 
knows it was p^rc of my pbm to ' havt gone inci 
Cbefapeak-faay ; byjt I am apprcheniive the infornu<» 
fion wbicb tbe Adnural and I received, may nnake it 
neceflary for him to aflemble his fleet at New-York^ 

in 
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—in which c^Cc I fliail go there likewife. When' 
your Lordftip has finiflied your campaign, you Will . 
be better able to jiiiJg« what is ncceflary to be done 
I'fD fccurc South and recover North Carolina. Per* 
laps it may be nrctll^'-ry to fend the gaiUes and futne 
roops into Cnpc Fear, to awe rhe lower counties, 
fcv far the moft hoftile of that province, and to pre- 
■Vent the conveyance of fuccours by inland naviga- 
Vtion, the only communication that will probably re- 
haia with the northern parts of North Carolina and 
IVirginia. Should your Lordfhip fo far focceed in 
both prt^vinces, as to be fatisficd they arc faft from 
any attack during the approaching feafon, after 
leaving a fufficient force hi gflrrifon, and fuch other 
pods as you think neceflHry, and fuch troops by way* 
of moving corps as you ftiall think fufficient, added 
lo fuch provincial and militia corps as you (liall 
I judge proper to raifc j I fliould wilh you to afTift in 
I operatiom which will certainly be carried on in the 
i Chefapcak, as foon as we are relieved from our ap- 
t prehenfion of a fuperior fleet, and the feafon willadw 
nit of it in that climate. This may happen, per- 
haps, about Septcmbeis or, if-not, early in Oftobcr, 
i am clear this lliould not be atttempted without a 
I great naval force j — I am not fu clear there fhoulJ 
I be a great land force. I theretore propofe that your 
(hip, with what you can.fparc ac the time from 
rrouc important poft, (-zuhich ' is always t» It cm- 
Idtjed (W tke jirinaj'iil v^Jt^) may meet the Adipiral, 

wlio 
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who will bring with him fuch additional foitc ai I. 
caix fpare into the Chefapeak* I fhould recommend 
in the fir ft place, that one or two armed ihips^ vigi* 
lants, ihould be prepared, and that as many galliesi 
as can go to Tea may likewife accompany you from 
hence. Our firft objeA will probably be the taking 
pod at Norfolk or Suffolk, or near the Hampton 
Road, and then proceeding up the Chefapeak to 
Baltimore. I Ihall not prefume to fay any thing ,by 
way of inftru^tion to your Lordlhip, except in articles 
where you wifli it y and if you will do me the honour 
to inform me of your wiQies by the firft fafe oppor-> 
tunity, I (hall pay every attention to them upon that 
fubjeflj or any othen The Admiral afTures me 
that there will be ihlps enough left for convoy, 
ready by the 24th of Junp. Your Lordflup will be 
the bed judge what ufe can be made of them. 
Correfpondcnce may, and i hope will, be kept up 
by the cruizers, which the Admiral and officer 
ftacioned here will havcj but if you End it neceflary^ 
you will be io good to pre& or hire armed veflcls. 



Extras. — From InftruEtions to Uetdenant- General 
Earl Cornwallisj dated Head-Barters, Charles- 
town, June i» lySo. 

UPON my departure from hence, you will be 
pleafed to take command of the troops mentioned in- 

the 
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thie inclofed return^ and of all other troops now 
here, or that may arrive in my abfcnce. Your 
Lordihipwill makefucfa change in the pofition of 
them, as you may judge moft conducive to his 
Majefty's fervice, for the defence of this important 
ptiSt^ and, its dependencies. At the fame dmry it is 
by no theans my intention > to prevent your acting 
cffenlively^ in cafe «a .opportunity ihould ofier, 
confident with the ffgumtyiVf this place^ which is 
always to be regarded as a primary obje^. 

All provifion and military (tores of any denomi- 
nation now* here, or which may hereafter arrive, . arc 
fubmitted to your Lordfliip's orders, together with 
every power you may find necefiary to enforce in 
my abfence, for the promotion of the Kmg's 
fcrvice. 



Ex trail. — From Sir Henry Ointon to Earl Cornwalllisi 

dated Romulus ^ Jun ^8, 1780. 

■ 

MY LORP, 

■ 

I HAVE the honour to tranfmit to your Lordlhip 
the names of fever&I inhabitants of the tovn> who 
figned an addrefs, the copy of which Brigadier- 
general Paterfon will fend you, Inclofed is a copy 
of ehe anfwer the Admiral propofed fending until I 
repre&nted to him that the fubfcribcrs were un- 

C V:ass^^ 
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known to us as to their feveral cbarafters ; that the 
fupsdnceDdant wa9 not with us to be coofulted; that 
the permitting exportation amounted to opening the 
port, which we were not empowered to do ; and that 
I would, reluftantly, at the hour of my departure^ 
chahgpt within your Lordlhip's command, the oon- 
^itions of fo many perfbns, without knowing their 
Qierics. I allb confidered thai property, in the late 
troubles, 9iight have bum iftry unwarrantably ac* 
quired, and that expoltatioh realized it io the pre«. 
ient pofleflbrs. 

In confequence, the inclofed anfwer was fubfti*- 
tuted, bettering their prefent condition, and opening 
the profped of trade, and the reiloration of civil 
government* 

To this, my Lord, I have to add, in the Ad- 
mirars and my* own name, that you are empowered 
ftill farther to indulge men who exhibit proofs of a 
^ lincere return to their duty, by admitting them to 
?ny grcate? degree of liberty, to the f ulleft enjoy- 
ment of their property, and to the permi(Iion> in 
particular cafes, of (hipping it, when the officer 
commanding the King's fliips Ihall furnifli convoy j 
all which advantages I yuili ratify either as Com* 
fniflioner or Commander-in-chief. 
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CONTAIMIMd' 

■ 

Copies and Extra£t$ from Letters^ relative to the entire 
SubmifEoil ^ef SMth i0a:roliha5 and the progreffive 

Operations piropofed in Confequehce^ for the RedtiQiio'i^ 

'» • ■ . 

of North Carolina. 



Extras. — From Earl CornwaUis to Sir Henry Clin* 
ton, dated CbarleS'towny June 20, 1780. 

— — X HE fubmilTion of General Williamfon at 



Ninety-Six, whofe capitulation I inclofe with Captain 
Paris's letter ; and the difperfion of a party of rebels, 
who had aflemblcd at an Iron-work, oji the north 
weft border of the province, by a detachment of 
dragoons and militia, from Lieutenant-colonel 
Tumbull, put an end to all rcfiftance in South Ca- 
rolina, 

C a FROM 
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FROM THE SAME. 

THE force of the enemy in North Carolina con- 
fifts of about one hundred militia at Croft-Creek^ 
under General Cafwellj four or five hundred militia, 
at or ncarSalilbury, under General Rutherford ; and 
three hundred Virginians in that neighbourhood, 
under one Porterfield. 

^ returned ^jth informiAnl.lhat he favv 

two thoufand Maryland and Delaware^troops^at Hillf* 
borough under Major-general De Calbe. Other 
accounts correfponded with his. But I have fince 
heard that the greatefl part of the lad have returned 
to Virginia. 

After having thus fully ftated the prefent fituation 
of the two Carol inas, I fhall now take the liberty 
of giving my opinion, with refpeft to the praftica^- 
bility and the probable cfFeft of farther operations in 
this quarter, and my own intentions, if not otherwifc 
dire<Sted by your Iflxcellcncy. I think, that with the 
force at prefent under my command (except there 
Ihould be a confidcrable foreign interference) I can 
leave South Carolina in fecurity, and march about 
the beginningofSeptember, with a body of troops, into 
the bjLck part of North Carolina, with the greatefl: 
probability of reducing that 'province to its duty. 
And if this be accomplilhed, I am of opinion, that 
(befides the advantage of pofieSng fo valuable a pro<. 

vince) 
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vince) it would prove an effeftual barrier for South 
Carolina and Georgia; and could be kept^ with the 
affillance of our friends there, by as few troops as 
would be wanted on the borders of this province, if 
North Carolina (hould remain in the hands of our 
' enemies. Confequently, if your Excellency (hould 
continue to think it expedient to employ part of the 
troops at prefent in this province^ in operations in 
the Chefapeak^ there will be as many to fpare, as if 
we did not poflefs North Carolina. If I am not 
honoured with different direftions from your Excel- 
lency before that time, I (hall take my mcafures 
for beginning the execution of the above plan about 
the latter endof Auguft, or beginning of September^- 
and (hall apply to the officer commanding his Ma- 
jefty's fhips for fome co-operation, by Cape Fear, 
^hich at prefent would be burthenfome to the navy, 
and not of much importance to the fervice. 



ry 



ExtraEl. — From Earl CornwalUs to Sir Henry Clin^ 

■ 

tony dated C/iarles^tozvn, July^ 14, 1780. 

I HAVE the fatisfaflion to allure your Excel- 
lency, that the numbers and difpofitions of our militia, 
e^qal my moft fanguine expe^tions. * But dill I 
muft confcfsj that their want of fubordination and • 

confi* 
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confidence in themfclvcs, will make a cdniidcrablc 
regular force always neceffary for the defence of the 
province, until North Carolina is perfcftly reduced. 
It will be needlefs to atteitipt to take any confiderable 
number of the South Carolina militia with us, when 
ve advance. They can only be looked upon as light 
trciops, and we ihall find friends enough in the next 
ptbvince of the fame quality ; and we mud not un- 
dertake to fupply too many ulelefs mouths. 



Extras. — From Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry 
tm^ dated Charles-tcwn^ Jug* 6, 1780* 

SIR, 

I RECEIVED by Major England, your letteis'. 
of the 14th and 15th of July ; and am very glad to 
find by the latter, that you do not place much dc* 
pendance on receiving troops from hence. 

My letter of the 14th, by the Halifax, will have 
convinced you of the impoifibility of weakening- 
the force in this province ; and every thing which 
has happened fince that time, tends more ftrongly 
to confirm it. The general ftate of things in the 
two provinces of North and South Carolina, is no^ 
very materially altered fince my letters of the r4th 
15th of laft month were written. Frequent 
4 ikirmilhes. 



m 
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Lf&irmiOics, with various fuccefs, have happened ia 

5 ihc country between the Catawba-river and Broad- 

^tver. The militia of the diftriiSt about Tiger and 

Ennorte rivers, was formed by us, under a Coiond 

floyd J Colonel Neale, the rebel colonel, had fled j 

lit Lieutenant- colonel LiQc, who had been paroled 

■ to the iQjnds, exchanged, on his arrival in Charles* 
town, his parole tor a certificate of his being a good 
fubjeift, returned to the country, and carried off the 
whole battalion to join General Sunipter, at Cataw- 
ba. We have not, however, on the whole, loft 
ground in that part of the country. Turnbutl was 
attacked at Rocky-mount, by Sumpter, with about 
twelve hundred men, militia and refugees, Irom this 
province, whom he rcpolfed with great lofs. We 
had on our part, an officer killed, and one wounded, 

f Uid about ten or twelve men killed and wounded. 

rColoncl TurnbuU's conduct was very meritorious. 

FThe affair of Captain Huck turned out of iefs con- 
fcquence than it appeared at firft; the Captain and 
three men of the legion were killed, and fevcn men 

lef the New- York volunteers taken. '. 

I On the caftern part of the province, we have been 

' more unfortunate. By this time the reports induftri- 
ouQy propagated in this province, of a large army 
coming from the northward, had very much inti- 
midated our friends, encouraged our enemies, and 
determined the wavering againft os^ to wllich 

our 
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our not advancing and ading ofTenfively likewlie con* 
tributcd, . r- 

The whole country between Pedce and Santce 
has ever fince been in an abfolute ftate of re« 
bellion j every friend of GoVemnacnt has been car- 
ried off^ and his plantation deflroyed ; and detach- 
ments of the enemy have appeared on the Santee, 
and threatened our (lores and convoys on that river. 
I have not beard that they have as yet made any at- 
tempt on Ui«m ; and I hope» by this time^ the fteps 
I hiave taken will fccure them. This unfortuate bu- 
fine(s^ if it Ihould have no worfe confequences^ will 
(hake the confidence of our friends in this provincct 
and make our ficuation very uneafy until we can 
advance. The wheat harveft in North Carolina is 
now over, but the weather is ftill exceffively hot, 
alid notwitfailanding our utmoft exertions, a great 
part of the rum, fair, clothing, and nece0aries 
for the foldiers, and the arms for the Provincials 
and ammunition for the troops, are not far ad- 
yanced on their way to Camden. However, if no 
material interruption happens, this bufinefs will be 
Bearly accompliflied in a fortnight or three weeks. 
It may be doubted by fome, whether the invafion of 
North Carolina may be a prudent meafure ; but I 
am convinced it is a neceflary one, and that if we do 
not attack that province, we mud give up both 
South Carolina and Georgia, and retire within the 
walls of Charles-town. Our afiurances of attach- 
ment 
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mcnt from our poor diftreffcd friends in North Ca- 
rolina are as ftroag as ever, and the patience and 
fortitude with which thofe unhappy people bear 
the moft oppreffivc and cruel tyranny, that ever was 
exercffed over any country, deferve our greateft ad- 
miration. The Highlanders have offered to form % 
regiment as foon as we enter the country, and 
have dcfired that Governor Martin may be thcif 
chief. I have confented with the rank of Lieutenant- 
colonel commandant ; the men they affure us are 
already engaged. 

An early diverfion in my favour in Chefapcak Bay, 
will be of the greateft and niou important advantage 
to my operations. I moft carneftly hope that the 
admiral will be able to fpare a convoy for th^t pur- 
pofe. 

I propofe taking the following corps with me into 
North Carolina, twenty-third, thirty-third, fixty- 
third, feventy-firft, volunteers of Ireland, Hamil- 
ton's, Harrifon's, new-raifed, legion cavalry, and 
infantry. North Carolina refugees. I intend to leave 
on the frontiers, from Pedce to Waxhaw (to awe the 
diffaffcfted, who, I am forry to fay, are ftill very 
numerous in that country, and to prevent any infur- 
re£tion in our rear) the New York volunteers, and 
Brown's corps, and fome of the militia of the Cam- 
den diftricb, who are commanded by Colonel Rugely, 
a very aftive and fpirited maov I (hall place Fergu- 
fon*s corps and fome militia of the Ninety -fix diftri&, 

D which 
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which Colonel Balfour affures me are got into very 
tolerable order, owing to the great affiduity of Fer- 
gufon, on the borders of Tryon county, with direc- 
tions for him to advance with a part of them into the 
mountains, and fecure the left of our march* Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Cruger, who commands at Nincty-Cx^ 
will have his own corps, Innes's and the remainder 
of the militia of that difirift, to preferve that fron-* 
tier, which r^equ ires great attention, and where there 
are many diffafiefted, and many conftantly in arms* 
Allen's corps, and for a time, the Florida rangers, arc 
Rationed at Augufta, under the command of Lieu- 
nant-colonel Alien. 

1 have already explained the meafures I 

had taken for cflablifhing a government, and fecuring 
this country by means of a militia. I have likewife 
paid as much attention as poflible to the civil and 
commercial matters. The principal objefts of my 
attention will appear in the five proclamations, which 
I have iflued, and which I have the honour of in^ 
clofing to your Excellency. 

I have the honour, &c. 
(Signed) CORN WALL IS. 
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PART III. 

CONTAINING 

E X T R A G T> S 



FROM THE 

Correfpondencc with Earl Comwallis, rcfpcfting th^' 
Events which occurred between the Battle of Camden 
and Major Fergufon's Defeat. 



Exirdgfk — From ' Karl Cornwallis ta Sir Iknry 
Clint on^ dated Camden^ Mguft 23, 178c. 

T 

•*• HAVE not yet heard any accounts from North 

Carolina ; but I hope that our friends will immedi- 
ately take arms, as I have direfted them to do. The 
diverfion in the Chefapeak will be of the utmoft im- 
portance. The troops here have gained reputation, 
but they have loft numbers ; and there can be no 
doubt but the enemy will ufe every cfForc to repel ap 
attack, which, if fuccefsful, muftend in their lofing 
all the Southern Colonies. 

I have likewife to obferve, that if a general ex- 
change fhould take place, the enemy's prifoner$ 
(hould, in my opinion, be delivered at the faa.e place 

as ours are fent to. 

D? It 
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Ir is difficult to form a plan of operations, which 
muft depend fo nnuch on circumftanccs. But it at 
prefcnt appears to me that I fhould endeavojir to get 
as foon as poflible to Hillfborough, and there aflem- 
ble and try to arrange the friends \vht> are inclined to 
arm in our favour j and endeavour to form a very 
large magazine for the winter^ of flour and meal 
from the country; and of rum, fait, &c, from 
Crofs-creek, which I underftand to be about eighty 
miles carriage. But all this will depend on the ope- 
rations which your Excellency may think proper to 
purfuc in the Chefapc^k, which appears to me next 
to the fecurity of New- York, to be one of the moft 
important obje(5ts of the war. I can only repeat what 
I have often had the honour of faying to you, that 
wherever you may think my prefence can be moft 
conducive to the good of his Majefty's fcrvice, thi* 
thcr 1 am at all times ready and willing to go. 

— i—niiiwi^— 

ExtraSl. — Fr<^m Earl Cornwallis to Lord George 
Germain^ dated Camden ^ Jugujl 20, 1780. 

IN the dlftricl of ninety-fix, by far the moft po* 
pulous and powerful of the province, Lieutenant- 
colonel Balfour by his great attention and diligence, 
and by the aftive affiftance of Major Fergufon, who 
was appointed Infpeftor-gencral of militia of this 
province by Sir Henry Clinton, had formed feven 
battalions of militia, confifting of above four thou- 

iknJ men, and entirely compofcd of perfons wcll- 

affcacd 
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affefted to the Britilh Government; which were fo 
regulated that they could with eafe furnifh fifteen 
hundred men at a fhort notice,, for the defence of the 
frontier, or any other home fcrvice. But I muft take 
this opportunity of obferving, that this militia can 
be of little ufe for diftant operations, as they will 
not ftir without a horie, and on that account your 
Lordihip will eafily conceive the impoffibility of 
keeping a number of them together without deftroy- 
ing the country. 



ExtraSl. — From Earl Cornzvallis to Lord George 
Germain^ dated Camden^ Auguji 21, 1780. 

ON the morning of the 17th I difpatched proper 
people into North-Carolina, with diredions to our 
friends there to take arms and affemble immediately ; 
and to feizc the moft violent people and all military 
ftores and magazines belonging to the rebels, and to 
intercept all ftragglers from the routed army. And 
I have promifed to march without lofs of time to 
their fupport. Some neceffary fupplics for the army 
arc now on their way from Charlcs-tovvn ; and I hope 
that their arrival will enable me to move in a few days. 



EottraS. — From Earl Cornrvallis to Sir Henry 
Clinton^ dated Camden^ Jlugujt 29, 1780. 

I HOPE to be able to move my firft divifion in 

4tightor nine days into North Carolina by Charlotte- 

I town 
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town and Salifbury ; the fecond will follow in about 
ten days after, with convalcfcents and ftores. I fhall 
leave the New York volunteers and Innes*s corps to 
take care of this place until the fick and (lores can be 
removed. Our licknefs at prefenc is rather at a (land, 
the recoveries nearly keeping pace with the falling 
down. I dread the convalcfcents not being able to 
inarch ; but it is very tempting to try it, as a move 
of forty or fifty miles would put us into a much bet- 
ter climate. 

Fergufon is to move into Tryon County with fome 

militia^ whom he fays he is fure he can depend upon for 

doing their duty and fighting well; but I amforry ta 

fay that his own experience as well as that of every other 

officer is againji him* 

I moft lincerely hope that nothing can happen to 
prevent your Excellency's intended diverfion in the 
Chefapeak. If unfortunately any unforcfeen caufe 
ihould make it impofiible, I Ihould hope that you 
will fee the abfolute ncceffity of adding fome force 
tJ the Carolinas. 



Extract. — From Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cornvicallis^ 
dated NeW'Tork^ September 20, 1780* 

I H A VE always thought operation in the Che- 
fa|)eak of the greateil importance, and have often 
mentioned to Admiral Arbuthnot the necellity of ma- 
king a diverfion in your LordQiip's favour in that 

quarter 
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<Hiarter ; but have not been able till now to 
a convoy for this purpofe. 
Your Lordfllip will receive inclofed a fkctch 
inftruiflions I intend to give to Major-general LeDic, 
who will command the expedition ; which will give 
a general idea of the defign of the move. But if 
your Lordfliip Ihould wifli any particular co-opcra- 
lion from that armament, General Leflie will of 
coiirfc confider himfclf under your Lordthip's orders, 
and pay every obedience thereto. 

I have the honour to inciofe the copy of a letter 
I wrote to Lord George Germain, and of his Lord- 
fliip's anfwer, refpcdting the option Lord Rawdon 
had made in favour of his provincial rank. And I 
am happy in having it in my power to communicate 
to his Lordlhip the King's pleafure that he Should 
ftill retain his rank of Lieutenant-colonel in the line, 
which I beg leave to take this opportunity of doing 
through your LordQiip. 

INCLOSURES. 

Copy. — Sir Henry Clinton to Lord George Germaiitt 
dated CI. ark i-Tvun, June ^j 1780. 

MY LORD, , 
LOkD Rawdon, in confequence of his Ma- 
jefty's order fignified to me by your Lordlhip, has 
refigned his commiflion of Lieutenant-colonel in the 
army, and made choice of that of Colonel of Pro- 
vinciai 

In 
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In juftice to his Lordlhip, as well as to the King^s 
fervice, I muft cbferve that the expenccs Lord Raw- 
don has been at, and the diftinguiihed zeal be has 
fhewn in forming the corps under his command, 
tender him worthy of much commendation, and 
make the alternative put to him a very mortifying 
one; whilft on the other hand, the volunteers of 
Ireland, bereft of a chief of his Lord{hip*s rank in 
life, and attention to the fcrvice, would probably 
have Joft: much in their ftrcngth and difcipline. 

Perhaps his Majcfty may be gracioufly pleafed to 
confider his Lx>rdlhip in the light pf an officer, who, 
for the good of his fervice and the prefcrvation of a 
ferviceable corps^ to which he felt a kind of parental 
attachment, has offered to relinquifh rank eflential to 
his future hopes as a foldier ; and may, in confe* 
quence, reftore to him his brevet of Lieutenant^ 
colonel in the army. 

I have the honour, &c. 

H. CLINTON. 

Extras. — From Lord G. Germain to Sir H. Clinton^ 
dated JVbitehall, July 5, 1780. 

You will find by my feparate letter of yefterdajr, 
that it is not his Majefty's intention to confine you to 
fo drift an obfervance of the general rule of no 
cfficers being permitted to hold commiffions in a 
regular and provincial corps at the (ame time, as to 

prevent 
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prevent you from deviating from it in extraordinary 



Cafes; and thac 



your 



done fo in favour of 



I 



I Majors Simcoe and Tarkcon, was approved by his 
I Majtrfty. 1 alfo informed you, that the grncral 
y lule was noc meant to affeft the brevet rank of o^- 
l^ters. It is therefore a great concern to me to find 
' Lord Rawdon had refigned his rank of Lieutenant- 
colonel in the army, when he made his option of 
Colonel of the Provincials. The King is fully fcn- 
i.fibleof his Lordfhip's tnerir, and of the great ad- 
l vantage which the corps under his command has de- 
rived from his Lo/diliip's attention to it ; and is 
well pleafed his Lordlhip has chofen to continue at 
the head of it. But his Majelty commands me to 
fignify to you his royal plcafure, that you do imme- 
diately acquaint his Lordlhip, that he Itill retains 
his rank, of Lieutenant- colonel in the army. 

UJlruaions to the Hon, Major-geKeml LfJIie, dated 
Head-^arlen, Nevo-Tork, OSohtr lo, 1780. 

SIR, 

. YOU will be pleafcd to proceed with the troops em- 
barked under your command to Chel'apeak Bay ; and 
upon your arrival at that place, you will purfuc fuch 
meafures as you Ihall judge moft likely to anfwer the 
purpofe of this expedition-, the principal objeift of 
which is to make a divcrCun in favour of Lieutenant- 

■*eneral Earl Cornwalli?, who by the time you ar- 
rive there will probably be acting in tiie back parts 

,of Norih Carolina. TVicVnfiiioiWWMi ■^W4.&^;^igi'i>^- 
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cure on the fpot after your arrival at your d^ined 
port, will point out to you the propercft. method of 
accompli(hing this. But from that which I have 
received here^ I fhould judge it bed to proceed up 
James River aa high as poffible, in order to feize or 
deftroy any magazines the - enemy may have tt 
Pctcrlburg, Richmond, or any of the places adja- 
cent ; and Bnall}'^ to eflablilh a poll op Elizabeth 
River. But this, as well as the diredtion of every 
other operation, is fiibmitced to Earl Com^allisy 
with whom you are as foon as poflible to com- 
municate, and afterwards to follow all fuch orders 
and dire£lions you (hall from time to time receive 

from his Lordihip. 

H. CLINTON. 

ExtraSl, — Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cornwallis^ dated 
New-York^ November 6, 1780. 

YOUR Lordihip can judge of the ftrehgth ot 
this part of the army, by that under your own ■ or- 
ders; and will agree wich me that it is fcarcely 
poffible for me to detach a greater force from it,, or 
of our being able to make fuch efforts in Chefapeal^ 
Bay, as are now almoft become neceflary. How- 
ever, when I know your Lord(hip*s fuccefs in NortA 
Carolina, and your determination refpefting a po{f 
on Elizabeth River, I will then confider what ad« 
ditional force I can fpare. If your Lordihip de- 
termines to withdraw that poft, I (hall in that cafe 
think your prcfcnl foice, ^tvcUaditi^ Gciieral Lcflie% 
"quite fufHctetic. 



^1 
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^ By the copy of infVruflions !aft fent, and thofe 

I tow forwarded to Gtneral Leflic, your LordfiiTp 

nil perceive I mean that you Ihould take the corn- 

Imand of the whole. If my wiflies are fulfilled, 

Kftey are, that you may ejiahlijb a fojl at Hilljhorau^bt 

wfiedit from Crofs Creek, and be iii'le to hep that of 

\fortfmoutb. A few troops will do it, and carry on 

V defultory expeditions in Chefapeak, /;// mere JeM 

I iterations can lake place ; — of zvhiib I fear there is 

I too profpcft, without wc are confiderably reinforced. 

[ The moment I know ynur Lordfhip*s determination 

% Co keep a polt at Portimouih, I will, as I faid be- 

I lore, eonfidcr what additional force I can fpare. Once 

I ajfured of our remaining fuperior at fea, I might poffiblr 

[ifend two thoufand more for this winter's opcrationi. 

Operations in Chefapeak are but of two forts, 

rSolid operation with a fighting army, to call forth 

I cur friends and fupport them; or a pofl, fuch as 

Portfraouch, carrying on defultory expeditioBSj 

flopping up in a great meafure the Chcfai>eak; and 

by commanding James River, prevent the eneiny 

.from forming any conficierable depots upon it, or 

I moving in any force to the fouthward of it. Such, 

Tny Lord, arc the advantages I cxpetS from a fta- 

tion at Portfmouth', and 1 with it ir>ay appear to 

you in the fame light. 



^ 

hofe ■ 




Y&cofiJ Inflru^iom to the Hoti. M4iJor'gef}eraI L^e, 
dated New-l'erk, Nevemlrer 2, 1780. 

: I R, 

HAVING already put ^ou ^tvto "intt. <k^xxv 
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I 
I 
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Lord Cornwallisy who muft of courfe be the beft 
judge of operations to the ibuthward, it may be 
needlefs to fay any thing more. But left you fhould 
not receive any orders from his Lordfliip^ or ob- 
tain certain intelligence relative to him ; or have 
reafon to fuppofe you can better affift his opera* 
tions by a diverfion made nearer him ; I think it 
ncceflary to give you fome hints rcfpefting Cape 
Fear River, and how far the ading upon that river 
may operate. Should Lord Cornwallis have pafTcd 
the Yadkin, and be advanced towards Hillfborough, 
I think you cann€t ad any where fo well as on James 
River, approaching fometimcs towards the Roanoke, 
but not palling that river without orders from Lord 
Cornwallis. If. you have every reafon to believe 
that his Lordfhip meets with oppoQtion at his 
pa(Iage of the Yadkin, I think a move on Cape 
Fear River will operate eifedtually. I have had 
much converfation with General O'Hara on this fub* 
jecl. I have given him every information refpeft- 
ing that move ; and I truft after confuking him you 
will adt in the bed manner poflTiblc to fulfill the 
pl^edt of all your inftruftions — a diverfion in fa^ 
VQur of Lord Cornwallis. That you may be the 
better judge of his plan, I fend you copies of fuch 
of bis letters, which give any. hints towards it. 

You will of courfe cautioufly avoid inroUing any 
of the militia of Princels Anne or clfewhere, with- 
out you determine tO eflabliQia poft. Thofe, however, 
vrtio voluntarily join you mull be taken fare of. 
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]E,xtra£l. — From Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton^ 
* dated Camp at fVaxhaw^ September 22, 1780. 

I F nothing material happens to obftruft my plan 
of operations, I mean, as foon as Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Tarleton can Jbe removed, to proceed with the 
twenty-third, thirty-third, volunteers of Ireland, 
and Legion, to Charlotte-town, and leave theYeventy- 
firfl: here until the fick can be brought on to us. I 
then mean to make fome redoubts and eftablifh * a 
fixed pofl at that place, and give the command of it 
to Major Wimys, whofe regiment is fo totally demo- 
lifhed \^y fickncfs, that it will not be fit for adual 
fervjce for fome months* To that place I ihall bring 
up all the fick from Camden, who have any chance 
of being ferviceable before Chriftmas, and truft to 
opportunities for their joining the army. 

The poft at Charlotte-town will be a great fecurity 
to all this frontier of South-Carolina, which^ even 
if we were poflcfled of the greateft part of North- 
Carolina, would be liable to be infefted by parties, 
who have retired with their cfFcfts over the moun- 
tainsj and mean to take every opportunity of carry- 
ing on a predatory war, and ic will, I hope, prevent 
infurrei^ions in this country, which is very difafFefted, 
1 then think of moving on my principal force to Sa- 
li(bury, which will open th.is country fufficiently for 
«s toffee what affiftan^* we niay really expeft from 
cur friends in Nortb-rCarolina j and will give us a 
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free communication with the Highlanders, on whom 
my greateft dependance is placed. 



ExtraSi. — From Earl Comwallis to Lord George Ger^ 
main, dated Camp at fFaxbaw, September i()^ i^io. 

MY LORD, 

I HAD the honour to inform yoiir Lordlhip in 
my letter of the aid of Auguft, that I had difpatch- 
cd proper people into North-Carolina to exhort our 
friends in that province to take arms, to feize mill* 
tary (lores, and magazines of the enemy, and to in- 
tercept all ftragglcrs of the routed army. 

Some parties of our friends, who had embodied 
themfclves near the Pedee, difarmed fcveral of the 
enemy's ftragglers. But the leading perfons of the 
Loyalifts were fo undecided in their councils, that 
they loft the critical time of availing themfclves of 
bur fuccefs ; and even fuffered General Gates to pafs 
to Hillfborough with a guard of fix men only. Thqf 
continue however to give me the ftrongeft aifuranccs 
of fupport, when his Majefty's troops (hall have pe- 
netrated into the interior parts of the province. The 
patience and fortitude with which they endure th< 
moft cruel torments, and fuffer the moft violent op- 
pre(fions that a country ever laboured under, conviiKC 
me that they are fmcere, at leaft as far as their a0fec* 

tion, to the caufc of Great-Britain. 

PART 



PART IV. 



CONTAININO 

EXTRACTS 



FROM THt: 

Correipondence with Earl Cornwallis, &c. .from. Major 
Fergufon's Misfortune td hifr Lordlbip's iecond Move 
into North Carolina. 



EpHraSl. — From Major-general Lefiie to Sir Henry 
Clinton, dated Fortfmoutb^ Nov. 7, 1780, eight at 
Nigbt. 

S I R, 

X HIS tnftant Lieutenant Gratton, of the fixty- 
fourth, is arrived exprefs from Charles-town, in his 
Maje{ly*s (hip Iris, with a letter from Lord Rawdon^ 
Lord Cornwallis being a little indifpofed. 

I indofe your Excellency a copy of the contents. 
I called on Commodore Gayton, and Brigadier-gene* 
ral Howard^ for their opinion how we (hould afi;. 
We all agree to go to Cape Fear as foon as poflible. 
Very forry it is ncceflary ; but my orders from you#- 

E a Excel- 
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Excellency is to co-operate and a£t with his Lord 
Ihip to the utmoft of my power. 



Copy. — From Lord Rawdon to Major-general LeJEe^ 
dated Camp^ near the Indian Lands ^ Weft of Cattaw* 
ha river ^ South Carolina j Oil. 24, 1 7 8o, 

SI R, 

LORD Cornwallis not being fufEciently recover^ 
cd from a fevere fever which lately attacked him to 
be able to write to you, his Lordlhip has defired 
that I ihould have' the honour of communicating 
with you upon the fubjeft of the prcfent fervice. 
The Commander in Chief has tranfmitted to Lord 
Cornwallis a copy of the inftrudlions under which 
you are to aft. At the time when Peterfburgh wa$ 
fuggcfted as an advifeable point for a diverfion, which 
might co-operate with our intended efforts for the 
reduftion of North Carolina, it was imagined thac 
the tranquillity of South Carolina was aiTured ; and 
the repeated affurances which were fcnt to us by the 
Loyalifts in North Carolina, gave us reafon to hope, 
that their number and their zeal would not only £si« 
cilitate the reftoration of his Majefty's governmenc 
in tb^t proviace, but might alfo fupply a force for 
more extenfive operations. Events unfortunately 
h^ve npt anfwercd to thefe flattering promifcs. The 

appear-^ 
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appearance of General Gates's army, un veiled to us a 
fund of. difaffe6iion in this province, of which wc 
could have formed no idea ; and even the difperfion 
of that force did not cxtinguifli the ferment which 
the hope of its fupport had raifcd. This hour the 
majority of the inhabitants of that trafi: between the 
Pedee and the Santee are in arms againft us ; and 
when we laft hear^l from Charles- towix, they were in 
pofltffion of George-town, from which they had dif* 
lodged our militia. 

It was hoped that the fifing which was expcfted of 
eurti'^nis in North Carolina might awe that diftrift 
into quiet ; • herefore, after giving them a little chaf* 
tiferr.ent, by making the feventh regiment take that 
route in its way to the army^ Lord Cornwallis ad*- 
vancecl to Charlctteburg. 

Major Fcrgnfon, with about eight hundred militi* 
colleftcd from the neighbourhood of Ninety-fix, had 
previoufly marched into Tryon county to protedl our 
friends, who were fuppofed to be numerous there; 
and it was intended, that he (hould crofs t1ie Cattaw«» 
ba river, and endeavour to preferve tranquillity in the 
-rear of the army. A numerous army now appeared 
on the frontiers, drawn from Nolachucki, and other 
fcttlemcnts beyond the mountains, whofe very names 
had been unknown to us. A body ot thefe, joined? 
by the inhabitants of the ceded lands in Georgia, 
iTiade a fudden and violent attack upon Augufta: 
Tfac poll was gallantly defended by. Lieutenant-cdlo-. 

Del 
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nel Brown, till he was relieved by the a£livity of 
IJeutenant-colonel Cruger : but Major Fergufon, by 
endeavouring to intercejit the enemy In ihcir retreat, 
unfortunately gave time for freDi bodies of men to 
pafs the mountains, and to unite into a corps far fu- 
perior to that which he commanded. They came 
up with him, and after a ftiarp aifbion entirely de- 
feated him. Feigufon was killed, and all his [ 
cither (lain or taken. 

By the enemy's having fccured all the pafles i 
ibc C^ttawba, Lord Cornwallis (who was wdting at 
Charlotteburg for a convoy of fitires) received but 
confufed accounts of the affair for fome time : but at 
length the truth reached him ; and the delay, equal- 
ly with the precautions the enemy had taken to keep 
ihcir Tii5lory from his knowledge, gave Lord Corn- 
wallis gteat reafon to fear for the f.*fety of Ninety-Gx. 
To fecurc that diftrift was indifpenfible for the fccu- 
rity of the re:l of the province ; and Lord Coinwalli* 
few no means of eficfling it, but by paffing the Cat- 
tawba river with his army; for it was fo weakened 
by fickncfs, that it would not bear detachment. 

After much fatigue on the march, occafioncd by 
riolcnt rains, we palTed the river three days ago. 
Wc then received the firll intelligence, refpeifting the 
diffeieni pofts in this province, which had reached 
us for near three weeks ; every exprefs frorp Cam- 
den having been waylaid, and fome of them murder- 
ed by the inhabitants. — .^ inety-fix is fafc : the corps 
a whith 
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Ifhich dcieaicd Fergufon having, in confcquence of 
movement, crolTcd the Cattawba, and joined 

(mallwood on the Yadkin. 

In our prefeni podtion we have received the firft 
■intimation of the expcditioo under your comiiiand< 
terom the circiimftances which I have detailed, we 
near that we are too far afunder to render your co- 

■pperation very effeiftual. No force has prefented it- 

(cJf to us, whofc operarioD could have been thought 
tjerious againrt this army ; but then we' have little 
Mopes of bringing the affair to the ifluc of an s<^!On» 
iThe enemy are moftly mounted miiitia, not to be 
i-pvcrtakcn by our infantry, nor to he fafely purfued in 
||his ftrong country by our cavalry. Our fear is, that 
'' inftead of meeting us, they would flip by us into this 
. province, were we to proceed far from it, and might 

again ftimulate the difaffefted to fcrious infurr>;(51:ion. 
LXhis apprehenfion yog will judge, Sir, inuft greatly 
L circumfcribe our effbrEs. Indeed, Lord Cornwallia 

cannot hope that he Oiall be able to undertake arty 

thing upon fuch a fcale, as either to aid you, or to 

(benefit from you in our prefent fituation. The Com- 
mander in Chief has fignificd to Lord Cornwallis, 
that his Lordfliip is at liberty to give you any direc- 
tion for farther co-operation which may apjiear to 
bim expedient. But his Excellency has complied 
fw very fully and completely with Lord Corowallis's 
rctjLieU, by fending fo powerful a force to make * 
, 4iverlion in the Cbefiipcak, that his Lordlhip tears 

he 
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he (hould require too much, were he to draw yoil 
into the immediate fcrvice of this diftrift. His Lord* 
(hip is likewife delicate on this points becaufe hai 
does not know how far^ by drawing you from the 
Chefapeak, he might interfere with any other, pur- 
pofes to which the Commander in Chief may have 
deftined your troops. tJndef thefe circumftancesj 
Lord Cornwallis thinks himfelf obliged to leave you 
at liberty to purfue whatever meafures may appear 
to your judgment bcft for his Majcfty's fervice^ and 
moft confonant with the wiftics of the Commander m 
Chief. No time is fpecified to Lord Cornwallis as 
the limitation 6f your (lay to the fouthward; Should 
your knowledge of Sir Henry Clinton's defires prompt 
you to make a trial upon North Carolina, Cape Fear 
river appears to us to be the only part where your 
efforts are at prefent likely to be effeftuaK A de- 
fcent there would be the fureft means of joining and 
arming the friends of government, as well as of co- 
operating with- this army. 

This, therefore, would naturally be the point to 
which Lord Cornwallis would bring you, did I\e con- 
ceive himfelf at liberty fo abfolutcly to difpofe of 
you. It muft be remarked, however, that there arc 
two difficulties in this plan; the firft is, that the 
country from Cape Fear to Crofs-crcek (the High-* 
land fcttlement) produces fo little, it would be re-* 
quifite in penetrating through it to carry your provi- 
fions with you ; the fccond is, that no vcflci larger 

than 
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.thw a fiigat^ can pafs the bar <>f Cape Fear ha^bo^r* 
Wbateyer you decidei Lord Cornwallis defiFcs car- 
neftly to hear from you as foon as poflible. 

*Tis uncertain yet ^what fteps this anjiy (if, kfr to 
itfelf) muft purfuc; but it will be ready ^t Jeaft to 
adt vigoroufly in aid to aay plan which you may ua- 
dert^kc. Lord Cornwallis begs that you 'jvill inforoi 
the Comnnander in Chief of our c^rcupftances, and 
that you will have the gopdnefs to mention hpw high- 
ly (enfiblc hia LorJfhip is to the very ffFeftual man* 
ner in which his Excellency has endeavoured tq eafc 
the operarjQns of .his army. The meafurc muft have 
been attended with* the mbft Yavourable confequenceS, 
had not accidents, wh?th no forefight could expedV, 
fo greatly altered the complexion of our affairs in this 
province. 

Lord Cornwallis defires me to add how much 
fatisfaftion he fliould feel in having your affiftancc 
upon this fervice, d'd k promife more favourably 
for you. But flould the intentions of the Com- 
mander in Chief have left you at liberty to make 
-thtr attempt at Cape Fear, the fuccefs which would 
probably attend that cflential fervice would be 
doubly pleafing tn Lord Cornwallis, from the op- 
portunity it would molb likely give him of congra- 
tulating you in perfon. Allow me to add my hopes 
that the courfe of the fervice would put it in my 
power to aflure you, perfonally, how much 
I have the honour tx> be, . occ. 

(Signed) RAWDO^. 
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^Copy. ^^From Sir Henry Clinton^ to Major-General 
LeJUe^ dated New-Torky November 12, 1780. 

SIR, 

I have this morning received your difpatches, and 
by that dated the 7th inftant^ I obfcrve your inten- 
tion bf quitting the Chefapeak ; and at the requiii- 
tion of Earl Cornwallis, made to you in a letter 
ii^ritten by Lord Rawdon> that you propofe going 
to Cape Fear River with the force under your com- 
mand. I entirely approve of your having obeyed 
Earl Cornwallis's directions and defire on this fub- 
jcck, which I hope will be attended with every fa- 
vourable advantage. 

it is not neceflary for me to enter upon the mat- 
ter of your operations in the Chefapeak^ as they 
will now ceafc* 

I have the honour^ &c. 

(Signed) H. CLINTON. 



ExtraH. — - From Major^General LeJUe to Sir I/enry 
Clinton, on toarJ the RonmluSy dated Hampton 
Road, November 19, 1780. 

THE people in general fceni forry at our leaving 
this diftrift, and I believe would have been happj" 
to have remaned qiiiet at home. It is a plentiful 

countrv 
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country all round our pofls ; from my firft hearing 
of Fergufon's fate, I inwardly fufpeftcd what came 
to pafs ; therefore I never jiT'ied any ptoclamation 
of my ozvn, nor did I encourage the people to take 
arms. Many blamed me for it, but now they think 
I aiftcd right. 

I left the works entire, and I ftill hope that you 
will be able to take up rhis ground ; for it certainly 
is the key to the wealth of Vi/ginia and Maryland. 
Ii is to be lamented we arc fo weak m fbips of war, 
for there is a fleet of fixty fail expefled hourly froni 
the Weft Indies, befides the valuable fliips or 
rafc ready to fail from the Chefapcak. 



* (^py- — From Lord Razvdon to Sir Henry CUnloti, 
camf between Broad River and the Ca/avia, dated 
O^oberi^, 1780. 

I. SIR. 
^ LORD Cornwallis having been io reduced by a 
tvere fever, as to be ftill unable to write, he hu 
defired that I ftiould have the honour of addreffing 
your Excellency in regard to our prefcnt fituation. 
But few days have paft fincc Lord Carnwallls re- 
ceived your Excellency's difpatch of the 20th of 
September. In confequcnce of it, his Lordtbip 
^ direftcd that I ihould immediately fend a letter to 

ret, Major-Gcncral Leftie in the Che&pcaki 
F a ^wi.tv^ 
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givlhg him the fullcft informatbn rcfpefling our 
profpeQis, apd the prcfent tempter of the country, 
I have the honour to inclofe a copy of that Ictten 
Something remains to be faid in addition to it> of a 
nature which Earl Cornwailis judged inexpedient to 
unveil, excepting to your Excellency. 

For fome time after the arrival of his Majcfty's 
troops at Camdrn, repeated meliages were lent to head 
quarters, by the friends of governmenc in North Ca*. 
rplina, exprefling. theii: impatience to rife and joia 
the Sing's ftandard. The impoffibility of fubfifting 
that additional fdrce at Camden^ and the accounts 
which they thcmfclves give of the diftrefling fcarcity 
cf provifions in North Carolina, obliged Lord Corn* 
wallis to entreat theoi to rennatn quietj till the new 
crop might enable us to join them. In the mean 
time General' Gates's army advanced; W«-* wctd 
gjr^tly forprifed, andno.lefs grieved, that no infor* 
rnaiion whatever of its movements wps. conveyed to 
us by perfons fo deeply intercfted in the even£ as the 
North Carolina Loyalifts. Upon the i6th of Au- 
^(l that army was fo entirely difperfcd, that it Was 
clciar no number 6f them could fot a confidcfiblc time 
Afe ebllefled. Ortfets were therefore difpatched toi 
our friends, ftaring that the hour, which they had ib 
hHig preflftd, was arrived ; and exhorting them to 
ftand forth imhricdiately, and prevent the re-union of 
the fcatttfrcd enerty. Inftant fupport was in that cafe 
ffomifW thtrtj. In the folfcft confidence that this 

event 
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<ventwas to rake place. Lord Cornwalijs ventured co 
prefs your Excellency for co-operacion in rhe Chcfa- 
pcak, hoping that ilie afliliance of the North Caro- 
linians might e»enru-a!Iy furnilh a fcrce fur yet far- 
ther efforts. Not a fmglc man, however, attempted 
to improve the favourable moment, or obeyed that 
fummons for which they had before been fo impa- 
tient. It was hoped that our approach might get 
the better of their timidity ( yec dating a long period, 
whilfl: we were waiting at Charlottcburgh for our 
ftorca and convnlcfccnts, they did not even furnifti ui 
with the feaft infornaation refpefting the force col- 
kfting againft us. In Ihort, Sir, we may have a 
powerful body of friends in North Carolina, -—and 
indeed we have caufc to be convinced, that many of 
the inhabitants wifti well to his Majcfly's arms ; but 
they have not given evidence enoi^h either of their 
number or ihcir aftivity, le jufiify the ftake ef thii 
province, fir the uncertain advanfaga that might at' 
tend immediate junction vnitb them. There is rcafon 
to believe that fuch mufl: have been the rifk. 

Whilfi; this army lay at Charlottcburgh, George- 
Tuwn was taken from the militia by the rebels ; and 
the whole counrry to the eafl: of the Santee, gave 
fuch proofs of general dL-feflion, that even the militia 
of the High Hills could not be prevailed upon to 
join a party of troops who were fcnc to protect our 
boats ujjon the river. The defeat of Major Fcrgu- 
fon, had fo difpiriccd this part of the country, and 

indeed 
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iodccd the loyal fubjcfts were fo wearied by the long. 
continuance of the campaign> that Lieutenant* 
colonel Cruger, (commanding at Ninecy^fix) lent 
information to Earl Cornwallis9 that the whole 
i}iftri£t had determined to fobmit as foon as the 
rebels fliould enter it. From tbefe circumftaoces^ 
from the confideration that delay docs not extinguiih 
our hopet in North Carolina i .tDd 6om the long fa* 
tigue of the troops, which made it ferioufly requi- 
fite to ^vc ibme refrcihment to the irmyi Eaii 
Comwallis has lefolved to remain for the prefcnt 
in a pofition which may fecure the ^ntiers without 
^parating his force. In this fituation we (hall be al- 
ways ready for movement, whenfoever opportunity 
flisdl recommend it, or circumftances rrquire it. 
But the firft care muft be to put Camden and 
Ninety-fix into a better ftate of defence, and to 
furniifa them with ample (lores and fait pro>nfionsi 
Earl Cornwallis forefces all the difficulties of a de-^ 
fcnfive war. Tei his Lwijkip thinks they cannet be 
weighed againjl the dangers which muft have attended 
fin -obftinate adherence to his former plan. I am in- 
ilru6led by Earl Comwallis to exprefs, in the ftrongef( 
terms, his Lord(hip*s feelings, with regard to the 
very e(re<f):ual meafures which your Excellency had 
taken to forward his operations. His Lord(hip 
hopes that his fears of abufing your £xcclleftcy*s 
goodnefs in that particular, may n..*t have led him 
Xo neglect making ufe of a force intended by your 
/ 4 Excellency 
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. Ecellcncy ■ to be emplo3red by hinu: But as his 

Lordihip knew not how far your Excellency might 

aim at other objeds in thelCheiapeak (to which 

point his Lordihip's . ^entreaty f<Mr co-operation was 

: originally confined) he could not think, of afiuming 

the power to order Major-general Leilie to Cape 

•Fear river ; though lie' pointed out theutility x)f the 

. meafure, in Cafe it ftould be conceived within the 

extent of your Excellency's purpofe. 

:Lord Corawallis farther defires me to fay he feels 
infinitely obliged by the very flattering teftimonies 
of approbation with which your Excelkncy has 
.been pleafed to honour his fuccefs on the i6th of 
^uguH. He has fignifiedj^ur Excellency's thanks 
to the officers and men^ who received them with 
grateful acknowledgement. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) RAWDON. 



Extras. — From Lord Rawdon to Sir Henry Clinton^ 
datedCamp between Broad River f and the Catawba^ 
South Carolina f Odlober ^ly 1780. 

SIR, 

BY Lord Cornwallis's directions, I had the 

honour of writing to your Excellency on the 29th 

■^"' Inftantt 
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Inflanty detailing to'your rExcedlency the circum- 
fiances which had obliged Lord Comwallis to re- 
linquilh the attempt of -penetrating to Hilliborough ; 
and inclofing the copy of ,a better which his Lord- 
&ip inade >me write to Major-general Xeilie on that 
occalion. 

On farther cbnfidctatioh Ijis.Lordfliip refledingon 
the difficukaes cf a defrniive war) and of the hopes 
which your Excellency would probably ^build of our 
dbcceis in this quarter, ihas thought it:adviiable.not 
only to Tfcommend move flrongly to Majoivgeaerail 
Leflie, apban' which may enable us to take -an ^ive 
.part.; butr€ven>to'niake ithis-requelt in bafeit ifhooUi 
not be incompatible wichi.yo\ir Excellency's iaxthcr 
-atrai^ments.. 

Lord Cornwallis is particularly induced io-iivvi]^ 
Major-general Leflie to co-opej:ation in t^ic Cape 
Fear river, by the fuppofition that your Excellency 
may not want thele troops during the winter : and 
they may join your Excellency in the fpringy fcarcely 
later than, Jhould they on the approach of that feafon 
fail from any part ofChefapeak Bay. 



Extralf, 
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jExtraB. — From Earl ChrmvalKs to Afajor^general 
Lejliif dated Camp at H^innejborough^ between Broad 
River and fVktereiy Hfowmier i^ 1 780* 

I F yoii come to Cape Fear, of which at prefent|j 
I have little doubt, by the help or gallies afiid fihall 
craft, which will be fent fron^ Chatles^town, you 
will eafily fecure a water conveyance for your 
ftbres up to Crofs Creek. I will on hearing of your 
arrival in Cape Fear river, inflantly march with eve- 
ry thing that can be fafely fpared froth this Province.! 
Which I am lorry to fay is moft exceedingly difaffec^, 
ted, to join you at Crofs Creek* We will then 
give our friends in North Carolinai a fair triali If 
they behave like meil it may be^of the greattft ad^ 
vantage to the afl^irs of Britain^ If they are as 
' ■■■ " ' as our friends to the fduthward, we mud 
leave them to their fate^ and ficnre what wi havf 
got. 



ExtfdSl. -* Pi-om Ueutenant^colonel Balfour ^ without 

date^ to Major'^geniral Lejlie^ 

My Dear O^^^Ki^A^y 
1 WROTE you a few days ago by the jExprcfs 
ilQop, and have only to repeat, that the fafety of 
this province now is concerned in your ^ttlng as faft 

G as 
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as p6ffible near us. — — Gates is advancing as^ 

we arc told,, to this province, and already near it. 



Copy. T— From Sir Henry Clinton, JT. B. to Earl 
Cornwallis, dated Neza Tor ky Ikcemb'er I3, 1780. 

kY LORD, 

I AM' honoured with your Lordihip's letters of 
the 3d and 22d of September, by the Thames, 
which arrived here the 1 2th ultimo. And on the 
5th inftant I received by the Beaumont, thofe from 
Lofrd Rawdon, • and Colonel Balfour, to General 
Leflie/ Inclofed I fend your Lordfliip a return of 
the fofrce fhut embarked with him. 

It <^'a$ all I could fpj^re, and I thought it fully 
adequate tb the fervices^ required. My firft inftruc- 
tions V6 General Leflie put that corps entirely fub^ 
jedt to your Lordlhip's orders. 

I did not, I confefs, however fuppofe it . wouldi 
move to Cape Fear ; but having afterwaFds too good 
rcaion to dread Fergufon's fate, 1 in a fecond. inftruc- 
tion recommended that meafure, as the only falutar^ 
one under the cifcurriftaftoeA I apprehended Fergu- 
fon's defeat would plaice your Lordfhip. By a letter 
of Colonel Balfour's to General Leflie (without date) 
are thcfe Exprcflions " I have only to repeat that 
the yJi/t'^j of this province n^V) is concerned in your 

getting 
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jgcttmg as faft as pdffible near us/' I ihould be fqrry 
to underftand by this that the province is really in 
danger, Wiflwng -however to give your Lordlhip*s 
operations in North Carolina, every affiftancc in niy' 
power, though I can ill fpate it, I have fent jnother 
expedition into the Chefiipeak^ under the orders of 
Brigadier-general Arnold, Lieutenant-colonels Dun- 
das, and Simcoe, The fotce by land is not equal 
to that which fai!ec[ with Greneral Le/lie ; but I am 
tiot without hopes it will operate moft effentially in 
favour of your Lordlhip; either by ftriking at 
Gates's depot at Peterlburg, which I have ft ill rcafon 
to think is confiderable ; or finally by tajcihg poft 
at Portfmouth, which I have ever confidercd as ve- 
ry important, for reafons rrioft obvious. If we take 
poft there, fortify, and aflcmbte the inhabitants ; it 
ought not afterwards tp be quitted ; ' and therefore I 
cannot fuppofe your Lordfliip will wifli to alter the 
difpofitionofthis corps, without abfpUite i^e^ffity. 

On the contrary I flatter myfeif, that ftiQuld your 
foccels be fuch as your Lordlhip will, Ihbpe, nozv 
have reafon to expedt, that you will reinforce that 
irprps, and enable it to adt offenfively. When that 
\% your intention, I am to requeft that the fpllijw'ing 
<;Grps piay in their turn be confidered for th^t fer- 
vice, viz. The troQp of feventcenth dragpons, the 
yagers, the ctetatchnj^nt of the feventcenth foot, 
and the provincial light infantry, &c. I need not 
tel| vour Lordihip that thefc detatchinents have left 

Q 2, ir.e 



44 SiCiraSs o/Letfersfi^^usto thi 

me very bare indeed of troops ; nor that Waihingtod 
flili continues very ftrong (atleail izooomen) that 
he has not detatcked a fingle man as yet to the fbuth-* 
ward^ ej^cept Lee's Cavalry (about .twq hundred and 
fifty). I i^eed not tell you alfo that there are fix thou^ 
fimd French already at Rhode liland — ^ut I mud 
iicquaint your Lordihip that fix cqaiplete regiments 
jnore are expefted, under convoy pf a nv|mber of 
Capital ihips. But whatever may have been the in<* 
tention of the French in fending a reinforcement to 
^is country. I think the feafon is now too far ad-: 
Vanced to expeft thp laft ; and was I not clearly of 
that opinion I fliQuld fcarcely dare detatch as I do. 
As I have always faid, } think your Lordlhip's 
tnovement to the fouthward moft important^ and a« 
I ever have done, fo I wijl now give them all thp 
affiftance I can. It remains to be prpved whether 
we have friends in North Carolina — J am fure we 
Jiad three years ago — That ei^pcriment now will be 
fmly tried I if it fucceeds, apd we hold the entrance 
pf the Chefiipeak — I think the rebels will fcarcely 
fiik another attempt upon thofe oroviaces^ 



Copy4 
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00* -TT ttm Mart Cornwallis fo Sir Henry Qt^^ 
iottf dated Camp at fVyHHeJborgugh^ Defe^ber j, 
1780. . .1 

SIR, 

1 AM honoured with youf Icttcjs of thfe ^th 
spad 6tU of laft mon)th. Lord Rawdon, during 
my illn^fs^ iafqirmed your Excellency, in his let* 
ters of the jtSth and 31ft of Odoberi of theya* 
rious caufes which prevented my j>en^trating into 
North Carolina. I fliall not trouble you with k 
recapitulation, except 4 few wprds- al>Qut poor 
Major Fergufqn, 1 had the honour to jnforril 
jrour Excellency that Major Fergufon had takert 
infinite pains with fonae of the militia of Nmety> 
fix. He obtained my permi^on to m^e aa in« 
cyrfion into Tryon county, while the ficknefs of 
my army prevented my . moving. As he had 

• * 

only militia and the fmall remains of his own 
(Corps, without baggage or artillcty, and as he 
promifed to come back if he heard of any fu* 
perior force, I thought he could do no harm, 
and might help to keep alive the fpirit of our 
friends in North Carolina, which might be damped 
by the flowncfs of our motions. The event proved 
unfortunate^ without any fault of Major Fergu* 
fon*s. A numerous and uncxpeftcd enemy came 
^pm the mountainst As they had good horfes,. 

their 
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their movements were rapid. Major Fergufon was 
tempted to fhy near the mountains longer than 
he intended^ in hopes of cutting off Colonel Clarke 
CHI his return from Georgia. He was not aware 
that the enemy was fo near him ; and, in endea« 
youring to execute my orders of palling the Ca- 
tawba, and JQiaing me at Cha^lot:terto^yn, ^e w^s 
attacked by a very fuperior fqrce, and totally 
defeated on KingVmouutain, 

Wynnefborough, my prefent pofition, is an 
healthy fjx)t^ well fituated to protedt the greateft 
part of the Kgrthefn frontier, and to affift Cam- 
den and Ninety-fix. The militia of the lattpr, 
pn which alone wc could ^pUce the fijjalleft de* 
pcndcnce, was fo totally difpirited by the defeat 
^ Fergufon, that of the whole difkridt we could 
with difficulty alteritble one'hpndrcd; and even 
jthofe, I am CQHvinced, would not have made 
the fmsilleft refiftance if they hafi been attacked 
I determined to remain at this place until an an- 
fwer arrived from General I Aflie, on which my 
plan for the winter was to depend; and to u(fe 
every poflible means of putting the province jnto 
a ilatc of defence, which I found to b^ abfijj- 
lutely ncceliary, whether my campaign was cficxvf 
five Qr defcnfive. Bad as the ftate of our aiiairs 
was on the Northern frontier, the Eaftcrn part 
was much worfo. Colonel Tynes, who compiaijded 
the militia of the iiiVh hills of Santce, and who 
I \va^ 
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i«ras potted on Black-river, was furpHzed atid 
talccn^ and his men lofl all their arms. Colonel 
Marion had lb wrought on the minds of the peo- 
ple, partly by the terror of his threats and cru- 
elty of his punilhments; and partly by the pro- 
mife of pWder, that there was fcarcely an inha^ 
bitant between the Santee and Pedee, that was 
not in arms againtt us« Some parties had even 
crofTed the Santee, and carried terrtfj* to the gates 
of Charles-town. My firft objeft was to reinftatd 
matters in that quarter, without which Camden 
could receive no fupplies. I therefore fent Tarle- 
ton, who purfued Marion for feveral days, obliged 
his dorps to take to the fwamps, and by con% 
vincing the inhabitants chat there was a power 
fupcrior to Marion, who could like wife reward 
and punifh, fo far cliecked the infurredion, that 
the grcatett part of them have not dared to ap- 
pear in arms againft us fince his expedition. 



* rf »ifc 



As it will be neceflary to drive back 
the enemies army, and at the fame time to main- 
tain a fuperiority on both our ' flanks ; and as I 
thought the co-operation of General Lcilie, even 
at the diflance of Cape-Fear river, would be at- 
tended with many difficulties, I have feat cruizcrs 
off the Frying-pan to bring him into Charles- 
town, and I hourly exped his arrival* 

After every thing that has happened, I will 
Hot prcfume to make yoi^ Excellency any fan- 

guinc 
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gulne promifcs. The jfor<e you have fint ine if 
greater than I expeSedy and full as much as I think 
j/ou coidd pojtbljf fpare^ unlcfs the enemy detaqhed 
in force to the Southward. The utmdft exertion 
of my abilities fliall be ufed tcf employ them t^ 
the beft advantage; 

Whenever our operations (pdmnteiicej your Ex4 
eellency may deftend dil hearing from me as fire-* 
queatly ai poffiblej and it is frdni events alond 
that any future plan can be propbfedj 



Ms^traSl^ ---f--^ From Earf Cormallis to Sir Heniy 

* • 

Clinton f dated fVynnefifprottgb^ Dec. 1%^ 1780; 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency^ 
that Major-general Lcjlie arrived with his whdl<; 
fleet \tt Charles-town on the 14th of this months 
with no other lofs than the dragoon horfes, and a 
great part of thpfe for the Qjjarter-mafter-general* 
The fpecies of troops which cQmpqfe the rein- 
forcement arc, excluiive of the Guards and regi-* 
tnent of Bole^ exceedinglf bad** I do not mean^ 

* Wb^n hii Iiordfhip made this remirk| he had not 
fctn the triK>ps« He mpd bave^ ihfrcfore, formed hit 
opinion from the report of others. But in juftice to 
the ^rp« who are fpokcn ip (lighungly ofj it is oe- 

ceflarj 
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by reprcfenting this to your Excellency, to infinit- 
ate, that you have not fent every aififtance to me 
which you could with prudence and fafety fpare 
from New- York. From the account which your 
JExcellency docs me the honour to fend me, of 
the fituation and ftrength of Greneral Wafhington's 
army, and the French force at Rhode-Ifland, I am 
convinced that you have done fo. But I thirtk it 
but juftice to the troops ferving in this diftridt 
to flatc the fadt, left the fervices performed by 
the Southern army Ihould appear inadequate to 
what might be expedted from the numbers of 
which it may appear to confift. The fleet from 
New- York, with the recruits, arrived a few days 
before Geaer^ Leflie» . 

ceiTary to obferve, that * they have all behaved in fuch 
JL manner as to merit the applaufes of the officers com^ 
manding them, . and one of them (Fannings) has ob^ 
tained a Britifh eftablifhment. 



H ^ k^^ 



.» 



\ 



• 



PART V. 



COWTAIKINC 




-■». 



E X TRACT 5 



F K O M T If S 



Cbrrefyondence 1^ between his LorcHhip^at fecoiid More 
into North Carrolina^ and hU Arrival a4 WllnM»gtmu 



ExtfoB. — from Earl Corntvallis f& Sir Henry 
Clinton^ dafrd IVynneJboroughy Jan^&yijZim 

S I R, 

X AM juft honoured with ycmt fetter of the 
13th nit. I have written feveral letters in the' 
courfe of laft month, to give your Excellency anr 
account of the flate of the provinces of South Ca- 
rolina and Georgia, and of the military tranfac* 
tions. I fear they are all ftill at Charles-town, as 
no opportunity has offered of tranfmitting them 
to New- York. The prefcnt additioa to the naval 

force 
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force in this quarter, will,.! hope, enable me; or. 
If I am too diftant, Lieutenant-colonel Balfour, to • 
tranfinit reportsNmore frequently. 

The difficulties I have had to ftruggle with, have 
not been occafioned by the oppofite army. They 
ahvays keep at a coniiderable diilance, and difappear 
on our approach. 

But the conilant incurfions of Refugees, North 
Carolinians, and Back*Mbuntain-men, and the^ per* 
petual rilings in the different parts of this province ; 
the invariable fuccefles of all thefe parties againd 
our militia, keep the whole country in continual 
alarm, and renders the affiftance of regular troops 
every where neceffary^ Your Excellency will judge 
of this by the diipofition of the troops, which I 
have the honour to eiiclofe to you; 

I Ihall begin my march to-4norrow, (having 
been delayed a few days by a diverfion made by the 
enemy towards Ninety-fix) and propofe keeping on 
the Weft of Catawba for a confiderable diftance. 
I fliall then proceed to pafs that river, and the 
Yadkin. Events alone can decide the future fteps. 
X ihall take every opportunity 'of communicating 
with Brigadier-general Arnold. 



K I 
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ExtraEi. — From Mdjo'r-gencral Lejlie to Sir Henry 
Clinton^ dated Camden^ ^an^ 8, lySi, 

SIR, 

I ARRIVED here fome days ago, with the 
Guards, the regiment of Bofe, and Yagers ; I went 
to Wynnefborough to fee Earl Cornwallis. He 
moves to-day,' and I march to-morrow with the 
above troops and North-Carolina regiment. I 
meet his Lordfhip about feventy miles from hence. 

The troops are exceeding healthy, and the wea* 
ther has been very favourable, 



Copy. — From Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Corr^^ 
wallis, dated New-Tor ky March 2, 5, and 8, 
1781. 

pent by Captain Amhcrft, in the Jupiter Merchant Ship.3 

March 24. 
MY LORD, 

YOUR Lordflilp may probably hear, that the 

army and navy in the Chcfapt-ak are blocked up 

by a fupcrior French naval force to that under 

Captain Symonds. The firfl account I had of ir 

\ wa$ 
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was from General Arnold, dated February 14, 
and I fent it immediately to the Admiral at.0af- 
dincr's-bay. A day or two afterwards, I had- it 
confirmed, that they were part of the fleet from 
Rhode-ifland, which I have heard fince failed from 
thence on the 9th ult. Notwithftanding which I 
greatly fear he has not fent a naval force to relieve 
them. Walhington has detached fome.New-En^ 
gland troops under La Fayette and Howe jthat 
way. 

March 5 th. . 

IF fo much time is given, I Cannot anfwer 
for confequences. Portfmouth is fafe at this fea- 
fon againft any attack from the Suffolk fide,- but 
not fo from a landing in any of the bays to the 
Southward of Elizabeth-river. 

I have much to lament that the Admiral did 
not think it advifable to fend there at firft, as 
Brigadier-general Arnold's move in favour of your 
Lordfhip^s operations will have been flopped. — 
And if the Admiral delays it too long, I Ihall 
dread Hill more fatal confequences. 

I 'have troops already embarked in a great pro- 
portion to that of the enemy, but to fend them 
under two frigates only, before the Chefapcal^ is 
our own, is to facrifice the troops and their 

convoy. 

I enclofc 
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I cnclofc your Lordfliip all the news I have 

li^A aWc to colleft. ^ has, I think, 

quitted Copgrefs, and put them at defiance. - — 
Your X^ordihip will fee his plan by the ncwfpa- 
per of the 28th of February, faid to be genuine* 
Discontent runs high in Connedicut. In (hort, 
my Lord, there fcems little wanting to give a mor- 
ta} ftab to rebellion but a proper reinforcement and 
a fupcriority at fea for the next campaign ; with- 
out which, any cnterprize depending on water 
movements muft certainly run great rifk. Should 
the troops already embarked for the Chelapeak 
proceed, and, when there, be able to undertake 
any operation in addition to what Brigadier-ge-. 
neral Arnold propofes, I am confident it will be 
done. Major-general Phillips will command this 
expedition. ' 

Till Colonel Bruce arrives, I am uncertain what 
reinforcements arc intended for this army. The 
minifter has, however, aflTured me, that every pof-^ 
fible exertion will be made. 

I Ihall tremble for our poft at Portfinouth, 
fbould the enemy's reinforcement arrive in that 
neighbourhood before the force, which I now flat- 
ter myfelf the Admiral will order a fufiicicnt 
<:onvoy for, arrives. 



March 
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March 8cfa. 

I HAVE received a letter from General Ar- 
nold, dated the 25th ult. wherein* he tells me, 
that the French Jeft him on the iptL 

And in another letter, of the 27th, he fays, 
he has not the lead doubt of defending his poft 
againfl the force of the country and two thou* 
fand French troops, until a reinforcement can 
arrive from New- York. And that he propofed to 
fend five hundred men, under Colonel Dundas^ 
up James-river, to make a diverfion in favour of 
your Lordihip. 

The Admiral informs me of the return of 
the French fliips to Rhode-ifland, and of 
their having taken the Romulus, and carried 
her into that place* But as the Admiral, in his 
letter of the 4tht feems to think, that the whole, 
or at leaft a great part of t\\t French fleet failed 
for the Chefapeak on the 27th ult, and that he 
was at that time ready to fail, I flatter myfelf he is 
either gone there, or has fent a fufficicnt force ta 
clear the Chefapeak. The troops under GreneflU 
Phillips have been embarked for fome time, and are 
now at the Hook waiting for the Admiral, or a 
meflTage from him. General Phillips commands, 
and I am fure you know his inclinations arc to 

co-operate 
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co-operate with your Lordlhip; and you will 
therefore be pleafed to take him under your or- 
ders, until you hear farther from me. 



I have the honour, &c. 



(Signed) H. CLINTON, 



Relative to the Move to Wilmington. €i 

ExlraH. — From Brigadier-general Arnold to Sir Henry 
Clinton, K.B. dated Port/mouthy January 23, 1781, 

THE line of works begun, which are neccflary for 
the defence of this place, your Excellency will ob- 
ferve (by the plan inclofed) are very extcnfive, and 
from the fituation of it, cannot be contra(9:ed. The 
engineer's opinion of them, and the nuntber of men 
neceffary for their defence, againft a fuperior force, I 
do myfelf the honour to indole. Lieutenant-colonels 
Dundas and Simcoe, are clearly of opinion with me, . 
that three thoufand men are neceflary for their de- 
fence. We have all been greatly deceived in the ex- 
tent and nature of the ground* There are many 
places in the river much eafier defended with half the 
number of men. From the fketch of the place your 
Excellency will judge whether our opinion is well 
founded or not. 

This province and North Carolina, are collefting 
the militia, undoubtedly with a view to pay us a vific. 
Their numbers, from the beft information I can ob- 
tain, are four thoufand or five thoufand. At prefent 
I can hardly imagine they will attack this pofl", 
though the works are of no manner of fervice to us ; 
and all our force cannot complete them in three 
months : I therefore think it my. duty to requeft a 
reinforcement of at lealt two thoufand men, which 
would render \he poft permanent and fccure againft 

I any 



62 ExtraSs from the Correfpndence 

any force the country could bring, as dctachn^ents 
<'ould always be made (leaving the garrifon fecyre) to 
difperiJcr the militia, whenever it was fpund they were 
collcftingj and the advantages of tranfportation, 
which we may derive from light; boats (of which I 
propofc to build fifty) would enable us to move with 

double the celerity, that the milicia could do with 

I" 

every exertj^. 

The coutftry people have not come in, in num- 
bers, as I cxpeflcd ; the neceflity of General Leflic's 
removing from this place, after their being aflfured of 
his intention to remain here, has impreficd them with 
the idea that we (hall do the fame ; which is not eafily 
effaced, as they have many of them fuffered fcvercly 
fince his departure. I have not with certainty been 
informed where he is at prefent — Reports, which 
are contradiftory, fay at Cape Fear 5 others that he 
is at Charles town; and fome fay at neither. I know 
not what opinion to form ; neither have 1 heard from 
Lord CornwaUis, but by reports, which fay he is at 
or near Camden — No opportunity has yet prcfented 
of writing to either of thefe gentlemen — but I am 
of opinion our divcrfion at Richmond will operate 
much in his favour, as I am informed the militia and 
light-horfe, fent to reinforce the rebel army, under 
Greene, have been ordered to return. 



Extraff. 
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Extrsll. — From Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to General 
Earl CornwalliSf dated New ^ork^ February 5, 
1781. 

MY LORD, 

I rt AV E the honour to inclofe to your Lord- 
fliip the copy of a letter I have lately received froiii 
Brigadier-gctjeral Arnold, by which you will perceive 
that with fcarccly one thoufand men (for feveral of 
his tranfports, that had been feparated on the voyage^ 
had not then rejoined him) -he penetrated to Rich- 
mond, the capital of Virginia, and has rendered im- 
^portant fervice, by deftroying a valuable foundry, a 
confiderable quantity of public ftores, cannon, &cc. 
&c. Indeed the whole of his operations upon the 
Qccafion appear to have been conduifled in a manner 
which ftrongly marks his charader of a very aftivc 
and good officer — and I fincerely hope, that this 
important ftroke will eflcntially aid your Lordfliip's 
operations. ^ - 



I a ExtraSl. 
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Extras. — From Sir H. Clinton^ K. B. to Lieutenant^ 
colonel Balfour i fefit by Captain Amherjl^ in the Ju^ 
piter merchant Jhip^ dated New Tork^ March 9, 
1781. 

SIR, 

I WA S favoured with your letters, dated the a 5th 
aqd 31ft January, and 2d and 5th February, by the 
Halifax (loop of war, on the i6th ultimo. 

Captain Amherft of the fixtieth regiment, who is 
fo obliging to charge himfelf with my difpatches for 
Lord Cornwallis, will deliver them to your care. 



ExtraEt. — From Brigadier-general Arnold to Sir Hm 
Clint on y K. B, dated Port/mouthy February 13, 1781, 

N O time has been loft in repairing the old, and 
crefting new works here, in which the negroes have 
been very ferviceable, but none are yet confiplete. 
Repairing barracks, foraging, and patrolling with 
large parties, have engroHed the time of a great part 
of the' troops. One hundred men are poftcd at the 
great bridge. 

^ Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe, with near four hundred 
men, arc in Princefs Anne county; fcouring the coun* 
ty of fcveral parties, and arranging matters with the 
country people. 

The 
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The enemy are at Suffolk, with two thoufand five 
hundred, or three thoufand men ; they threaten aa 
attack upon us, but I cannot fuppofe them capable 
of fo much temerity. We are prepared for them at 
all points, and I believe nothing will induce them^to 
attack us, but the hope of fucceeding in a furprife^ 
and defpair of keeping their tattered force together, 
through want of provifions, and the' neceffity of their 
ploughing their landsj to prevent a famine the enfuing 
year. 



ExtrdSl. — From Brigadier- general Arnold to Sir 
H. Clinton^ K. B. dated Fort [mouthy February 25, 
1781. 

AFTER my difpatches were clofed (which were 
intended to go by the General Monk) three French 
fliips, one a fixty-four, the other two frigates, arrived 
from Rhode Ifland, and anchored in Lynhaven Bay. 
On the 14th inftant they arrived in Hampton road, 
and remained there until the 19th, when they left 
the Capes, ahd arc faid to be now cruizing to the 
fouthward of them. 

Before the arrival of the French fliips, the enemy's 

force did not exceed two thoufand five hundred men, 

at Suffolk and in the vicinity, vrhich was greatly 

2 augmented 
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augmented foon after their arrival. On the 1 8th they 
came down infbrce, near our lines, and furpri£ed a 
piquet of fix men v but foon retired. Lieutenant- 
colonel Simcoe with four hundred men being in Prin- 
cefs Anne county, I did not think it prudent to leave 
our works to attack them. 

I have very good intelligence that the rebels at 
Suffolk have been informed by exprefs from General 
Greene, that on the i6thori8th inftant, my I^td 
Cornvvallis crofled the Dan river, fixty miles above 
Halifax, and one hundred and twelve from Peterf- 
burgh, with one thoufand cavalry and four \houfand 
infantry, and was on the march for Peter(burgh. 
Generals Greene and Morgan, with three thoufand 
or four thoufand men, chiefly militia, were retiring 
before him*, in confequcnce of which a confiderabic 
part of their troops, have been detached to join 
General Greene. I have not been able ta afcertain 
the number of troops remaining at Suffolk and in the 
vicinity I I exped to do it in a day or two, in which 
time every poffible effort (hall be made to complete 
Dur works in fuch a manner, that a coniiderable 
detachment may be made to proceed up the James 
fiver, with feme (hips to co-operate with Lord Corn- 
waJlis; and if he (hould have reached the river, to 
iWniOi hilt) with fuch fupplies of provifions, &c. as 
we can fpare, and his troops be moll in need of. 
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ExtruSf. — From Sir Ifcnry Clinton^ K*B. to Briga* 
dier-general Arnold, defied New Tork^ February^ 
i», 1781. 

APPEARANCESat Rhode Ifland give me 
tcafon to fuppofe that the (hips feen laft Wednef- 
day were the avant garde from that place. 
Should they pay you a vifit from Rhode Ifland, you 
may reft aflured every attencion will be paid to youc 
iituaciQa> and that our movements will he regulated 
by theirs, 

I am afraid Tarleton's affair is too true ; but I 
h^ve reafon notwithftaodiPg to believe Lprd Corrl- 
wallis is f^r advs^pced in Carolina. 



ExtraSt. — From Brigadier-general Arnold to Sir H^ 
Clint on y K, B. dated Portjmoiah^ February 27, 1781. 

I H AV E not the Icaft doubt that every pcffiblc 
s^ttcntion will be paid to our fituation. We are un- 
dpr na.apprehenfions at prefent from the force of the 
country ; and if the French ftiould detach from Rhode 
Ifland to thi3 place, I have not the Icafl: doubt of 
defending it againft the force of the country and two 
thoufand French troops, until a reinforcement can 
arrive frona New York, 

To. 
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To-morrow I intend embarking fomc ftorcs, and 
the next day about five hundred troops under the 
orders of Lieutenant-colonel Dundas, to proceed up 
the James river, to make a diverfion in favour of 
my Lord Comwallis. 



Copy. — Sir Henry Clinton^ K. B. to Brigadier-general 
Arnold^ dated New Tork^ March i, 1781, 

S I R, 

I SUPPOSE of courfe that the admiral, who 
knew your ficuation on the 2 1 fl:, and heard at the fame 
time, that the fixty-four and two frigates were from 
Rhode Ifland, has detached to your relief;— left he 
ihould DOt, I have- repeatedly prefTed him to do it 
fince. 

The French fleet has not yet failed from Rhode 
Ifland; if it does, encumbered with troops, the ad- 
miral will of courfe follow vcrithout incumbrance; and, 
when he has fixed them, it will be time enough to fend 
troops. In cafe a fleet fliould appear under French 
colours, do not be alarmed, as I fliall advife the ad- 
miral to fend in that manner, to deceive the enemy. 

There is information of from twelve to fourteen 
hundred troops being at Brunfwick the 27 ch of Feb- 
ruary, on their way to the fouthward. Thcfc it 1$ 

our buflnefs to watch. 

The 



i 

I 
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Thc troops which arc all ready embarked, are de- 
tuned till I receive certain advice that the French 
Ihips are removed from the Chefapeak, there being 
iiothing here but frigates to convoy them. 

I have received a letter this day from the admiral, 
dated the 4th : he has given me no pofTitivc informa- 
tion of the movements of the French ; he will fend a 
Ihip to obferve their fituation in Rhode. Ifiand, and 
will proceed accordingly. Should he call here, the 
troops will in all probability fail with him i if he does 
not, I IhalJ fend them as foon as I know the way' to 
the Chefapeak is clear. 



. Extrail. — From hijlrucl'ions to Major-getieral Pbulips, 
^ated New Tork, March 10, 1781. 

SIR, 

YOU will be picafed to proceed with the troops 
embarked under your con:in:iand, to Chefapeak Bay ; 
»nd there form a junftion as foon as poffible with 
brigadier- general Arnold, whom, and the corps with 
him, you will take under ycur orders. 

When you (hall have formed your junflion with 

Brigadier general Arnold, if you find ihat General 

adting under the orders of Earl Cornwallis, you will 

of courfe endeavour to fulfil ihofe orders. If ihis 

K ihould 



I 
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Ihould not be the cafe ; after receiving every infor- 
mation refpcding his probable fituatioti, you will 
make fuch movements with the corps {^tben under 
your orders), as can be made confident with the fe- 
curity of the poll on Elizabeth river, or you (hall 
think will moft efFeftually affift his Lordlhip*s opera- 
tions; by deftfoying or taking any magazines, the 
enemy may have on James river, or at Peterfburg, on 
the Appamatox. 

The objeA of co-opcration with Lord CornwalHs^ 
being fulfilled, you are at liberty to carry on fuch 
defultory expeditions for the purpofe of dcftroying the 
enemy's public ftores and magazines in any part of 
the Chefapeak as you fhall judge proper. 

If the admiral's difapproving of Portfmouth, and 
requiring a fortified ftation for large (hips in the Chc- 
fapeak, (hould propofe York Town, or Old Point 
Comfort y if pofleflion of either can be acquired and 
maintained v;ithcut great rifk, or lofs, you are at li- 
berty to take pofleflion thereof. But if the objeltions 
e^rtfuch as you think forcible^ you niuft^ after fiating 
tbofe objeilionsy decline iii till f olid operation take flaci 
in the Chef apeak. 

Concerning your return to this place, you will re 
ccive either my orders, or Lord Cornwallis's, as cir- 
curnftances may make neceflary. 
^ It is probable that when theobjefts of this expedi- 
tion are fulfilkd, an! yon have ftrenglhencd the pre- 
fcnt works, a::j! adued lucli others as you lha!l think 

neceflary. 
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neccffaryj you may return to this place. In which 
cafe you mutt bring with you, Brigadier-general Ar- 
nold, the light infantry, Colonel Robinfon's corps, or 
the feventy-fixth ; and if it fhould be poflible, the 
Queen's rangers. The moment you have communi- 
cated with Lord Cornwallis, and heard from his 
Lordfliip, you are to confider yourfelf a& under his. 
Lordlhip*s orders, until he, or you fhall hear further 

from me. 

(Signed) H. CLINTON, 



ExtraSI. — From Brigadier-general Arnold to Sir Henry 
Clinton^ dated Portfmoutl!y March ^^ 178 1. 

ON the 6th I received information that Lord 
Cornwallis had not penetrated further than the Dan 
or Roanoke river, and that, in confequencc of the mif- 
information (fent to the rebel army, by exprefs, as 
mentioned in my laft) being contradicted, their de- 
tachment had returned to their army at Suffolk, as 
well as Mr. Gregory, to the norrh-wcft bridge— ^ 
Their force at the former place three thoufand, at the 
latter five hundred. On this chane;e -of affairs the 
troops under the orders of Lieutenant-colonel Dun- 
das, who were defigned up the James river, were 
countermanded. 

- K a The 
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The enemy within two days have moved with their 
force, faid to be upwards of three thoufand men to 
^Pricket mills, twelve miles from this place> and 
threaten an attack upon \ii. I have every rerfon to 
believe they have coUefted their force to co-operate 
with the French (hipi and troops, which they hourly 
expert from Rhode ifland. 



V 



Extrall.'^—Fram Admiral jirbuthnot^ to Gemral Ar* 
noU, dated Che/apeak^ March i^ 1781. 

THE French fleet failed from Rhode-ifland on or 
about the (itfa inftant, intending a co-operation with 
Mr. Waibington^ to attack you. I followed them 
on the loth, and came up with them on the i6th : 
an aftion enfued of about an hour and an half^ when 
they fled off with their whole fquadron. 

I fliall put to iea again immediately with the fqua- 
dron, and endeavour to bring them to a lecond ac« 
tion. Should I be unable to do fo, I ihall retura 
with the fquadron to New York, which muft be es- 
poTed in my abfence^ and I muft withdraw the Ihipa 
that are now with you. 



Extract. 
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ExtraEt. — From Major-general Phillips to Sir ffenr^ 
Clintony dated Chejapeaky on hoard the Rcyal Qak, 
in LynbavenBay, March 26, 1781, 

THE fleet containing the troops under my or^ 
ders, arrived off the Chefapcak yefterdky, when 
Captain Hudfon gave the Orpheus liberty to make 
fail and carry me into this bay, where we knew by 
intelligence from frigates wemetatfea, that Admiral 
Arbuthnot was with his fleet. 

Our fleet failed from the Hook on Tuefday the 
aoth inftant, and with variable winds, and good 
weather, is arrived; and now beating up to the ren- 
dezvous at Hampton, with hopes, not a certainty^ of 
getting there this evening. 

With reipedt to intelligence, it is not in my power 
to give you any at a certainty. I bear that at Yorit 
the rebels have been and are fortifying, and that there 
iu:e heavy cannon there« 



Extr^. — From Sir Henry, Clinton to Major-general 
Phillips, dated New Tork^ March 24^ 1781. 

I BELIEVE that Lord Cornwallis has finifh- 
cd his campaign, and if report fays true, very hand- 
fomely^ by taking all Greene's cannon, and recovering 

the 
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the grcatefl: part of his own men who had been made 
' prifdoers by Mr. Greene. If that fhouU be the cafe, 
and Lord Cornwallis Jhould not want any co-opera- 
tion to affift him, and you fee no profpeft of ftriking 
an important ftrokc elfcwhere, I (hall probably rc- 
queft you and General ArnoW to return to nrje with 
luch troops as I have already nanied in my inftruo 
tions. But all this will depend on the information 
1 (hall receive from you, and youropiqion, refpedting 
ihe poft of Portfmouth, and fuch others as you pro- 
pofe to eftablifli on James river, with their impor- 
tance, confidered, either as aflifting Lord Corn- 
wallis*s operations, or conneftcd with thofe of the 
navy. 

You will probably hear from Lord Cornwallis 
before you determine on any attempt at a diftancc 
from him. I wi(h much to know what force he 
can fpare from the troops under his LordQiip's iin- 
inediate orders ; for till I do, it is impofliblc to fix 
any plan. Three complete regiments will, I hope, 
arrive at Charles-town, in the courfe of a few days, if 
Captain Elphinfton fliould think it too early in the 
feafon to come dircftly here j and three more are 
hourly expected from the Weft Indies ; both which 
divifions wiH of courfe join me. 

Th'2 French certainly cxpcft an early reinforce- 
ment. If it comes from pAirope, we muft, I think, 
hear from thence long bef)re it arrives; if from the 
Havannah, copper-bottomed floops or frigates, which 
A tiic 
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the admiral will dottbtlefs have on the look-otft, wiU 
announce their arrival, and give you time to dccef- 
mme, what in chat cafe, is beft to be done. 

And here, I take the liberty of hinting to you, 
that (fronnt the appearance on the map when yott 
have once obtained a naval force in Curratuck and 
Albemarle founds, by holding the bridges of Pequi-* 
mans and Pafquotank rivers, you fecure a Ihort paf-* 
fage acrofs the Albemarle found, and commtinicat-^ 
tion with Lord Cornwallis; or, by" deftroying the 
bridges on thofe rivers, y6u prevent the enemy's 
approach by the bridge at Northweft-landing. . 






Extract. — Major General Phillips to Sir Henry CUn^ 
ton, K. B. dated Portfmoutb^ April 3, 1781. 

I have from the moment of my landing here, puN 
fucd the firft objedt of your Excellency's inftruc- 
tions : ** The fecurity of the pbft upon Elizabeth 
" river, near the mouth of James river/* 

And your Excellency may be aflured, I fhall ufe 
every means to attain this, very material purpofe, fo 
neceflary, and which alone can enable me, with four 
thoufand militia in our front and hear us, to purfue 
ihe fecond part of your inftruftlons : ** A move in 

force 
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force upon the enemy's communications between 
Virginia and North Carolina, at Pcteriburgh, in 
aflSftance to Lord Cornwallis," And I (hall do this 
the moment it may be poflSble, confiftent with the 
fecurity of the poft on Elizabeth riven 

It is unlucky for us, that we know fo little of 
Xord Cornwallis, in favour of whom, and his ope* 
rations we are direfted by your Excellency to exert 
our utmoft attention. I (hall do all in my power 
to ainft and co-operate with his Lord(hip,^ and ihall 
from inclination^ as well as in obedience to your Exr 
cellency's inftrudions, do ^11 I can to effefb this 
moil de(irable end. 

I apprehend from various rebel accounts that 
Lord Cornwallis, although he kept the field, has 
fufFered very much after the a<ftion of theijth ultimo, 
and to be fortifying to the weft of the Haw river, near 
Guildford, which feems a good po(ition, having that 
river in front of the communication quite down to 
Crols-Creek and Cape Fear. 

Should his Lord(hip want fupport, he mull 
in cour(ib dra^ it from Charles-towa to Cape Fear 
fiver, by dire^lng Lord Rawdon to abandon the 
frontier, and keep only, a garrifon in Charles-town. 

I embrace your idea. Sir, that Ihould La Fayette 
remain at Annapolis, which muft proceed from the 
enemy's fear of being attacked in Maryland, it will 
be po(nble to carry him Annapolis and Baltimore *, 
and if you will fend me the Britiih grenadiers and 

forty^ 
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forty-fecond regiment, I will, with almoft certain 
hopes of fuccefs, go upon the attempt ; and will 
make an expedition in Virginia at the fame inftant, 
as fhall effeiflually prevent any fupport from ibcncc 
to Maryland, 

1 come now to thfc particulars of thispoft, and as 
it is not poUJblc In fo ihort a time, to go through the 
proper form of a regular report of the commanding 
engineer, who came with me, I will, ufltil that can 
be done, very freely offer my opinion that it has not 
been, I Ihould imagine, properly explained to ^-our 
Excellency, by Generals Matthews and Lellie. The 
objeft of the poft, from its fituation, reJjjetfting 
James river and the Chefapeak, with its connection 
with the waters to and in Albemarle found, and the 
confequent connexions it may have wiih any army, 
in the Carolinas, are fubjefls I do not think myfclf 
at liberry to touch upon. I mean to confine myfelf 
merely to the locality of the poft itfelf; and under 
ihat delcription, I declaie, 1 chink tiie prefenc fitua- 
tion not calculated for a poft offeree, or for one for 
a fmall number of troops. In the firft idea, I think 
three points Ihould be taken, as at Mill Petnl and 
Norfolk pofirivcly; the third muft depend on more 
examination of the Elizabeth river, than I have yet 
been able to give. Thefe points taken would mu- 
tually aflift the navy ftationed here, which might lay 
within, and be protected ; and one point forced, a 
retreat is left by the other tuo : and your Excel- 
L lecict 
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I'ency will immediately obfervc, that it muft require 
a large force indeed-, to attack tlic three points at once. 

Should rt be required by your Excellency merely 
to keep a -poft: hcre^ without intending more than 
a ftation, I think Mill Point, where the <dd kn 
ftood^ ' well calculated for fuch a purpofe i and it 
would require not more than a ftrong battalion 
tsqual to fix hundred effediive rank and file to be the 
garrifon. 

In both inftanccs the Chefapeak muft be fecure, for 
even allowing every eicertionof defence againft a flce^ 
it would be difficult to preferve the river utider the 
firft idea of an extenfivc plan. Under the latter, I 
confider it fcarccly to be done. Old Point Com- 
fort (hall be explored, as it feems a point which a 
fmall force might defend, and the (hipping have 
fcope to aft in, and by trying various methods of 
winds and tides, would be aUe poffibly to efcape 
from even a fuperior naval force; whereas, once 
blocked up in Elizabeth river, the fhips mufb at 
laft fall with the poft, * * 

' I come now to the Norfolk and Princefs ftnn coun« 
ncs, where wccannot much depcndfbr affiftance. Thcf 
are timorous, cautious, at beft, but half friends, and 
perhaps fome, if not many, concealed enemies. Sup- 
l^ofing them pcrfcftly ours, we (hould not be able to 
arm more than five or fix hundred men, who would 
Become a charge to us while we remained, and being 
left, would- be undone. ' At prcfent, they aft a fo»it 

V •of 
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of faving game, but are of lio ufc to us* Upon the 
^vhole. Sir, it may be perceived that I lean in favoifr 
of a fmall p6fti where the arflfiy tan aflift the navy, and 
the latter have a chance of efcaping, fuppofing a 
fuperior force to arrive in the bay ; and Whcr« the pO(t 
can be nnaintaincd with f^ve or fix hundred men, foV 
fome time, even perhaps tifffome reinforcebcnt navd 
and- land might be fent to raife a fiege. * • 



. I 



Copy: — Sir Henry Clint oity K. B. to Major-general 
PbilUpSy dated New-Tork^ Aptil ^y i'jtt, ' ' 



!• » 



DEAR Silt,' 

I NEED no? fay hoi? .knportiot fiicceli in the 
Highlands would be. I beg you will Without lofj of 
time, confair General Arnold, tn^dn ^he fubjeft, I 
beg I may have his projeft, and your opinion, as well 
as his, refpefting it, as foon as pcffibl?. When I 
have confidered it, and if I <Jeterminc to undertake 
it, I will fend for him > and if operation fliould be 
at a ftftnd in the Chefapcak « the time, I will re- 
queft you alfo to be of the pirty ; the proportion of 
artillery I defired you to maHe, will of courfe be 
jready. 



La P. s. 
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P. $• If General Arnold docs not think it expe- 
dient at thu time 10 attempt it, which however, I 
ihould be forry for, perhaps a combined move be- 
tween us againft Philadelphia, may take place. You, 
by landing at the head of Elk ^ I, at Newcaftlc, or 
Chcfter > — if the firft. General Arnold muft let 
me have his plan as foon as pofllble, and be ready 
to follow it himfclf, or may bring it, if you can fparc 
him. 



Extratl. — Sir Henry Clinton^ K. B. to Major-general 
Phillips i dated Neiv-Torky April 13, 1 7 8 1 . 

In addition to what I have faid in tbofe letters 
(April 5)1 fcarce need mention, that I am perfuaded 
you will not delay to make fuch n>ovemehts in fa- 
vour of Lord Comwallis as you judge beft, with the 
force you have left after garrifoning the different 
works at Portfmouth ; which after reading the re- 
port of your engineer, I flatter myfelf will be per- 
fectly fecure with fix or eight hundred men. In that 
cafe you will be at liberty to aft with the remainder, 
l>eing as good troops as any in this country, in fuch 
operations as you (hall judge moft conducive to affift 
thpfe of his Lordlhip. 



Bitraa 
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Exit all. — Major-general Phillips to Sir Henry Clinton ^ 
dated rortjmouth^ in Virginia^ Jprili^^ 178 1* 

I AM free to declare Portfmouth to be a bad poll^ 
Its locality not calculated for defence, the collateral 
points neceflary to be taken up fo man/, that alto- 
gether it would require fo §reat a number' of troops 
as no general officer I imagine would venture topro« 
pofe to the Commander-in-chief to leave here 

for mere defence A fpot might be founds 

I apprehend, for a poft for five hundred men, 
fbould it be neceffary to have one in EUzabedi 
River. 



Extract. — Major-general Phillips to Sir Henry Clinton^ 
dated Hampton B^oady on hoard the Maria, April 
19, 1781. 

' THE face of affairs fcems changed, and the 
Carolinas^ like all America^ are loft in rebellion* 
My letters of the 15th, i6th9 and yelterday, will 
go now in the Amphitrite, for I ftopped the exprefs 
boat laft night. — I have nothing farther to add, 
dian that I conceive Lord Cornwallis will not have 
it iofhis power to bring with him many troops, it 
viU.dependon your Excellency from his Lord (hi p^s 
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Ietter9> and from thofe of Brigdier-general Arnold 
and nie^ whether you fliall think it proper to have 
in operation in force in Chefapeak — if yes, the 
troops here arc too few — if no, too many. 

I hope to hear from your Excellency direftly, and 
perhaps it may not be fo well to truft fuch a ferious 
difpatch, as your next, Sir, will probably be, to an 
unarmed veffcl, but that a frigate will be fcnt. 

The operations I had propofed againft Williamf- 
burg, fliall take place to-morrow morning, but I 

think it my duty to call a council of war, circum- 

« 

ftanced as Lord Cornwallis is, to judge whether an 
attempt on Pecerfburg may now be proper. 



Extras. — UeuUnant- colonel Balfour to Sir Henry 
Clinton, received by the Jmpbitrite fnan of war^ 
dated Charles-Town, Jpril Ty 1781. 

S I R, 

I AM honoured with your letters of the id of 
January, and 19th of lad month -, as alfo with one of 
the 14th ult. by your Excellency's diretftiods, from 
Captain Smith. 

As Lord Cornwallis is in the greateft want of 
every fupply, I have fent him to Cape Fear whac 
could be procured here^ and as he will have many 

calls 
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calls on the Holpital, in confcquence of the late 
marches and adionj I have taken care to furnifh a 
fupply of Q0icers and flores^ to that depiartment at 
Wilmington ; and (hall by that way forward to his 
Lordfhip your Excellencies difpatcheSt whenever an 
occafion ofiers. 
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CON T A I N I N G 



EXTRACTS 



FROM T H S 



Corrcfpondencc ; Ipetween Lord Cornwallis's ani^ 
at Wilmington^ and his entering Virginia. 



ExlraSl. — From Earl CornwalUs to Sir Henry CUn* 
ton J reciived by his Majeftfs Jhip Amphiirite^ dated 
Camp J near fVtlmingtony April lo^ 1781. 

S I R, 

TT AM juft informed that I have a chance of fencL 
t ing arfcw lines to New- York by the Amphitrite 
Silt as it depends upon my being expeditious^ I can- 
not attempt to give your Excellency a particular ac* 
count of the winter's campaign, or the battle of 
Guildford, 

I am 
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1 am very anxious to receive your Excellency's 
commands, being as yet totally in the dark as to the 
intended opefations of the fummer. I cannot help 
exprcfiing my wiflies that the Cherapeak may bccoine 
the feat of war, even (if neceffary) at the expence 
. of abandoning New- York. — Until Virginia is in a J 
manner fubdued, our hold of the Carolinas muft be ' 
difficditj if not precarious. The rivers in Virginia 
are advantageous to an invading army; but North 
Carolina is. of all the provinces of America, the 
moft difficult to attack (unlefs material affiftance 
could be got from the inhabitants, the contrary of 
which I have fufficiently experienced) on account of 
its great extent, of the numberiefs rivers and creeks, 
and the total want of interior navigation. 



1 



Ctpy. — Sir ffenry Clinten to Fart Cernwallis, dalci 
NiW-Tork, April ^Oi 1781. 

MY LORD, 

CAPTAIN Biggs of his Majefly's flilp Amphi- 
trite, who arrived here the 22d, has delivered to n.c 
your Lordfhip's two Ictcc-rs from Wilmington of the 
loth inftant, informing me of your having obtained 
a complete viftory over the rebel General Greene, 
near Guildford, on flie i^th ult. On which occa- 



M 



fion 
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fion I beg leave to offer your Lordfhip my mofl 
hearty congratulations, and to requeft you will prc- 
fent my thanks to Major-general Leflic, Brigadier 
O'Hara, and Lieu tenant- colonel Tarleton, for the 
great affiftance you received from them, and to the 
officers and men under your command, for their 
great exertions on the march through Carolina, and 
their [^rfevcring intrepidity in aftion. 

The difparity of numbers between your Lord- 
(hip's force and that of the enemy oppofcd to you, 
appears to be very great ; and I confefs I am at fomc 
lofs to gucfs how your Lordfhip came to be reduced 
before the aftion to oiie thoufand three hundred and 
fixty infantry, — as by the diftribuiion lent to me 
in your letter of the 6th of January, I am to fup- 
pofc it was your intention to take with you the regi- 
ments mentioned in the margin j* which (notwith- 
flanding ihe lofs of the feventy-firft and legion, in 
the unfonunate affair of the Cowpens) I (hould 
imagine muft have amounted to confiderably above 
three thoufand, exclufive of cavalry and militia. 

Before I was favoured with your Lordfhip's tetter, 
the rebel account of the battle of Guildford had led 



T wcnij-ihita. 

Sen >it]F -Gill, c«o kiitillai 



Light mUaxri feicAty.ficIL 
Monb Cuolint M|inin[. 
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Ke indeed to hope that its confeqiiences would have 
Seen more decifive ; and that Green would have 
Kp^fTcd the Roanoke, and left your Lordfliip at 
Kberty to purfue the objefls of your move into 
JJorth Carolina. Under the perfuafion therefore 
that you would fson be able to finifh your arrange- 
ments for the feciiriiy of the Carolrnas, I fubmitted 
to you in my I<t;er of the 13th inftant (a duplicate 
©f which I have the honour to inclofe) the pro- 
priety in that cafe of your going in a frigate to 
Chefapeak, and direfting fuch corps to follow you 
thither as you judged could be belt fpared. But 
as it is now probable that your Lordlhip's prefence 
in Carolina cannot be fo foon difpenlcd with, I 
make no doubt but you will think it right 10 com- 
'inunicate to Major-general Phillips, without delay, 
rfie plan of your future operations in that quarter, 
together with your opinion how the Chefapeak 
■army can befl: direft theirs to afiift them. That 
general ofiicer has already under his orders three 
ihoufand five hundred men, and I fliall fend him 
«ne thoufand feven hundred more, which are now 
embarked, and will fail whenever the Admiral is 
ready. With thcfe, my Lord, which are rank and 
file fit for tluty, and great part of them taken from 
the elite of my army, General Phillips is dircflcd by 
his inftruftions to aft in favour of your Lordfliip to 
the beft of his own judgment, until he receives 
I your orders i and afterwards in fuch manner as you 
ft M a may 
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may plcafe to command him, &c, — feut I fliall bo 
forry to find your Lordfhip continue in the opinion 
that our hold of the Carolinas mud be difficult, if 
not precarious, until Virginia is in a manner Aib- 
dued \ as that is an event which { fear would require 
a considerable fpace of time to accomplifh ; and as 
far as I can judge, it might be not quite fo expe- 
dient at this advanced feafon of the year to enter 
into a lopg operation in that climate, This, how- 
ever will greatly depend upon circumftances, of 
which your Lprdfliip and General Phillips may pro- 
bably be better judges hereafter. 

With regard to the operations of the fummcr, 
which your Lordft/ip is anxious to receive my direc- 
tions about, you cannot but be funfible i\\zx they 
muft in a great medfure depend on your l.©rdfliip*s 
fuccelTes in Carolina, the certainty and numbers of 
the expefted reinforcement from Eurpp^, and likc- 
ivife your Lord(hip*s fending back to me the corps I 
hjid fpared to you under Major-general Leflie (Which 
Lord Rawdon in his letter of the 31ft of Odober 
told me you could return in the fpring) for until I 
tm informed of the particulars of your Lordlhp's 
march through North Carolina, the effedivc ftrength 
of your moving army, your plan of operations for. 
carrying thofe objedks you had or may- have in view 
into execution, as well by the corps acting under 
your immediate orders, as thofc ading in co-opera- 
npn under Major-general Phillips^ it muft be obvir 



1 
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oufly Inipoflible for me to dctermint finally upon t 
plan of operations for the campaign. 
I was indeed in great hopes that your fticcefles in 
Korth Carolina would have been fuch as to have 
put it in my power to avail myfdf of a large por- 
tion of your Lordfliip'3 army, the whole Chefapeak 
corps, and the reinforcements from Europe, for tht£ 
campaign'^ operations to the northward of Caroiina; 
but I obiirve with concern from your Lordfliip's 
letter, that fn far from being in a condition to fpare 
jne any part of your prefent force, you areof opinion 
ihat part of the European reinforcement will be in- 

»difpenlibly necetTary 10 enable you to aft offirnlively, 
cr even to maintain yourfelf in the upper parts of 
the country. ^M 

Had I known what your Lordfhip*s further offcn- ^^k 
^^ five meafurcs were intended to be for the remaining ^H 
Hft part of ttie feafon, 1 might now have given an opi- 
^^ nicm upon them, as well as on the probable co-ope- 
ration of the corps in Chefapeak ; without having 
■which it will be Icarcely poflible for me to form any. 

»For as I faid before, I fear no folid operation can be ^^ 
carried on to the northward of Chefapeak, before ^| 
thofe to the fouthward of it arc entirely at an end, ^| 
either from fucccfs or the feafon ; and my letter to '^| 
your Lordfbip of the 6th of November will have ^| 
informed you what were my ideas of the operations ^^ 
proper to be purfued in Chefapeak, and my txpefVa^ 
lions from them, had circumftances admitted of my 
purfuiug 



90 ExtraBs from the Correfpondence 

purfuing the plan to its full extent. But I muft 
now defer the fixing ultimately on a plan for the 
campaign, until I am made acquainted with' the 
final fuccefs of your Lordihip's operations^ your 
profpe^ts and fentiments^ and I can juidge what 
force I can coUeA for fuch meafures as I can then 
dttermine upon. 

I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) H. CLINTON; 



Copy. — • From Ueutenant-colonel Balfour to Sir Henry 
Qinton^ received by the Speedy packet^ which called 
4U Cape, Feary dated Charles-Town^ April 20, 
1781. 

SIR, 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Excel- 
lency, that by the letters from Lord Rawdon of the 
12th, 13th, and 15th inftant, there is the fulled in- 
formation, that General Greene with his army is ad- 
vancing into this province, and that his light troops 
have adlually pafled the Pedee. The objeft of this 
movement there is every reafon to believe is Cam- 
den, 
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^en, which at prefent is but weak. Lord Rawdon 
having detached Lieutenant-colonel Watfun, with 
two battalions from that poll ; i'o that in the end 
it may be expeiiient for combining our fnrce, to 
rclinquilh every thing on the other fide Santec — a 
meafurc, however, which your Excellency may be 
affurcd will not be taken but in cafe of the utmoft 
neceffity. 

jis this movement of Greeni's may eenflderahly change 
Lord Cornwallis's views, (who is nova at fVUmingtcn) 
I have judged it fit to lay before your Excellency 
as foon as poDiblc this intelligence, which is tike- 
wifc forwarded to Lord Cornwallis by an ejtprefg 
boat. 

I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) W. BALFOUR, 



ExlraB of a letter from Lord Rcwdon to Lord Ctm- 
waiiij, May 24, ijSr. 

Lieutenant-colonel Balfour was fo good as to meet ■ 
mc at Nelfon's. He took this mcafure siiat 'le 
might reprcfcnt his circumftances to tnir. He ilaud 
that the revolt was univerfal, that from the littk '' 
rcafon to apprehend this ferious invafion,"* the old 
vuorks of CharUs-tewn bad been in fart Uvtlttd, t» 

make 

* II Li f icfumibic that C^lnnd Bilfoot li][twilii«emsi«ninnd ibii Aaiulil 
I tafsiSMliean L«td C«tninlln. 
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make Wayforntw ones^ which were not yet conjfrugledy 
that its gatrifon was inadequate to oppofe any force of 
confequence, and that the defeSion of the town*s people 
fietjoed itfelf in a thoufdnd injiatices. I agreed with 
him in (he conclufion to be drawn from thence, that 
tny misfortune happening to my corps might entail 
the toft of fhe province; 



ft 

£opy. — Earl CdrnwalUs to Lord George Germain^ dated 

IVilmington^ Jpril 2 3 , 1 7 8 1 • 

MY LORt>, 

I YEJrTERDAY received an exprefs by a fmalf 
veflel from Charles-Town, informing .me that « 
frigate was there, but not then able to get over the 
bar, with difpatches from Sir Henry CUdton, noti- 
fying to me that MajOr-genef al Phillips had been dc* 
tached into the Chefapeak wirh' a confidcrabic forcc^ 
with inftruftions to co-operate with this army, and 
to put himfclf under my orders. This exprels like« 
wife brought me the difagreeable accounts that the 
upper pofts of South Carolina were in the liioft inv 
minetit danger, from za alarming fpirit of revolt 
tmong many of the people, and by a movement of 

(General Greene's army^ 

2 ... Although 
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Although the cxprcflcs which I fent from Crofs 
Crcck, to inform Lord Rawdon of tht ncccffity I 
was under of coming to this place^ and to warn 
him of the poffibility of fuch an attempt of the cnc* 
my, had all mifcarried 5 yet his Lordlhip was lucky 
enough to be apprized of General Greene's ap- 
proach, at leaft fix days before he could poflibly 
reach Camden;. and I am therefore ftill induced to 
hope, from my opinion of his Lord(hip*s abilities 
and the precautions taken by hio) and Lieutenant- 
colonel Balfour, that we (hall not be fo unfortunate 
as to lofe any confiderable corps. 

The diftance from hence to Camden, the want of 
forage and fubfiftence on the. greatcft part of tho 
road, and the difficulty of paffing the Pcdee when 
oppofed by an enemy, render it utterly impoffible 
for me to give immediate afliftance; and I appre- 
hend a poifibility of the utmoft hazard to this little 
corps without the chance of a benefit in the attempt. 
For, if we are fo unlucky as to fufFcr a fevere blow 
in South Carolina, the fpirit of revolt "in that pro- 
vince would become very general, and the pumerous 
rebels in this province be encouraged to be more 
than ever aflive and violent'. This might enable 
General Greene to hem me in among the Great 
Rivers, and by cutting off our fubfiflence render our 
arms ufekfs j and to remain here for tranfports to 
carry us off would he a work of time, would loofe 
ourc4Valry« and be otherwife as ruinous and dif« 

N graceful 
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graceful to Britain as mod events could be. I have 
therefore uader fo many cmbarrafling circumflances 
(but looking upon Gharles-town asjafefrom any immedi^ 
ate attack of tht rebels) refolved to take advantage of 
General Greeners having left the back part of Virgi- 
nia open> and march immediately into that province, 
to attempt a junftion with General Phillijps. 
• I have more readily decided upon this nieafure, be- 
caufe if General Greene fails in the object Qfhis 
march, his retreat will relieve South Carolina ; and 
my force being very infufficient for ofFenfivc opera- 
tions in this province, may be employed ufefuUy in 
Virginia, in conjunftion with the corps under the 
eommand of General Phillips. 

I have the honour, &c 

(Signed) CORNWALLIS. 



1 

*• 



Cdpy. — From Earl Cornwallh to Sir Henry Clintm, 
dated fVilmingtoni Jpril 24, 1781, 

S I R, 

I H AV E refleftcd very fcrioufly on the fubjeft 
of my attempt to march into Virginia, and have in 
confequence written a letter to Major-general PhillipSj 
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of which I have the honour to inclofe a copy to your 
Excellency. 

I have likewifc direfted Lieutenant-colonel Balfout 
to fend tranfporcs and provifions to this port^ in cafe I 
jhould find the junftion with Major-general Phillips 
impracticable ; and that I (bould have the cbortifica'^ 
tion of feeing that there is no other method of convey* 
ing his Majefty's troop^ to South Carolina, without 
exp6fing them to themoft evident daager of being 
loft, 

I have the honour, &c. 

# - 

(Signed) dORNWALUS; 



«. 



Coj[>y. — From Earl ComwdllU to Major-general PhiU 

lip, dated Jpril 2/^^ 1781, 

Dear Phillips^ 
M Y fituation here is very diftreffing, Greene took 
the advantage of my being obliged to come to this 
place, and has marched to Sput|>. Carolina; My ex- 
prefles to Lord Rawdon oa n^y leaving Crofs Creek, 
warning him of thepoflibility of fuch a movement, 
liave all failed ; mountaineers and militia have pour- 
ed into the back part oftbat province^ and 1 much 
fear that Lord Rawdon*s pofts will be fo diftut from 

N 2 each 
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each other, and his troops fo fcaftered, : aft tb/pot 
him in danger of being beat in detail ; aod tbac^tbe 
^orft of confequences may happed tomoft of the 
troops out of Charles-town. ' 

By a direfb (Vnovc towards Camden I ctoDot get 
time enough to relieve- Lord Rawdon» and Ihoold he 
have fallen, my army would be expofed to the ut« 
mod danger, from the great rivers I {hould have to 
pafs, the e^baufted (lat^ of the.country, tbe4U)merotts 
militia, the almoft univerfal fpirit of revolt which pre- 
vails in South Carolina, and the ftrength of Greene's 
army, whofe continentals alone are at lead as nu« 
merous as I am : and I could be of no ufe on my ar- 
rival at Cliarles-town, there being nothing at prefcnc 
to apprehend for that poft. I ftiall therefore imme- 
diately march up the country by Duplin court houfe, 
pointing towards Hillfborough, in hopes to with* 
draw Greene. If that fhould not fucceed, I ihould 
be much tempted to try to make a junction with you. 
^he attempt is exceedingly hazardous^ an4 many unfore^ 
Jeen difficulties may render it totally impfalticahte ; fo 
chat you muft not take any fteps that may expofc^ your 
army to the danger of being ruined. I fhall march 
to the loweft ford of the Roanoke, which I am in* 
ibrmed is about twenty miles above Taylor's ferry. 
Send every poflible intelligence to me by the cypher 
I inclpfe, and make every movement in your power 
to facilitate ou"" meeting (which muft be fomewherc 
sear Petcrfburg) with fafety to your own army. / 

mention 
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mention the hwefiford^ becaufe in a hoftilc country, 
ferries cannot be depended upon j bu,t if I (hould de- 
jcide upon the. meafure of endeavouring to cooie to 
youy I ihall try. to furprifc the boats at fome of the 
ferries fron) HaUfax, upwards^ &c« 

(Signed) CORNWALLIS* 



- • •'■.•.■ 

Copy. — ^ From Lieutenant-cohntl Balfour to Sir Henry 

« 

. Clinton^ K. B. dated Charles-town^ May 6, 178 1. 

S I R, • » 

IN my letters of the 20th and 23d ultimo, I had 
the honour t6 inform your Excellency, that our poft 
at Wright's bluff was invefted by the enemy, and 
the apprcheiifions I was then under of Camden being 
in the fame fituation. 

I am now to infornn you that the former has fmcc 
been furrendered. The circumftances which led to 
ihis cannot be more fully explained, or with more 
honour to himfelf than by Lieutenant Mackay*s jour- 
nal of the fiege -, which together with the articles of 
capitulation, 1 therefore inclofe for your Excellency's 
infpedtioti. 

By to-morrow I am in hopes ILord Rawdon will be 
re-inforced by Lieutenant-colonel Watfon, with his 
corps and the lixty-fourth regiment* 
* 4 . But 
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. But notwithftanding Lord Rawdoia's brilliant tiiC'* 
cefs, I muft inform your Excellency, that the general 
ftate of the country is moft diftreffing ; that the ene- 
mies parties arc every where •, the communication by 
land with Savannah no longer exifts ; Colonel Brown 
is in veiled at Augu etas and Colonel Cruger in the 
mod critical Hcuation at Ninety Six, nearly confined 
to his works^ and without any prefent command over 
that country. Indeed I ihould betray the duty I 
owe your lE^xcellency, did I not reprefent the defec- 
tion of this province fo univerfal, that J know of no 
mode (hort of depopulation, to rkainit. This fpirit 
of revolt is in a great meafure kept up by the many 
officers prifoners of war here ; and I fhould therefore 
think it advifable to remove them^ as well as to make 
the moft flriking examples of fuch, as having taken 
protedion, fnatch every occafion to rife in arms 
againft us. 

I have' the honour, &c. 

(Signed) W. BALFOUR. 
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Corrclpondence from his Lordfhip's entering Viiw 

ginia, &c. 



ExtraSf. — From Sir Henry Clinton^ K. B. to Lor4 
Comwallis, dated New Tork^ May 2 9, 1 7 8 1 . 

MY LORD, 

I HAD the honour of writing to your Lord- 
fhipby Lord Chcwton, who failed from hence in the 
Richmond the 4th inftant to join you at Wilmington, 
But yourLordftiip's departure from thence will have 
prevented his meeting you there, and I hope he has 
fince then joined you in the Chefapeak. 
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When I firft heard of your Lordfhip*s retreat from 
Crofs Creek to Wilmington, I confcfs that I was in 
hopes you had reafon to confider Greene fo totally 
hors de combat as to be perfe/fHy at eafe for Lord 
Rawdon's fafety . And after your arrival at W ilnning- 
ton, I flattered myfelf that if any change of circum- 
ftances fhould make it neceflary, you could always 
have been able to march to the Walkanfiaw*. inhere I 
in^agincd veflels might have pafled you over to George 
town. I cannot therefore conceal from your Lord* 
(hip the apprehenfions I felt on reading your letter to^ 
me of the 24th ultimo ; wherein you informed me of 
the critical fituation which you fuppofed the Caroli* 
xras to be in ; and that you (hould probably attempt 
to effcft a junction with Major general Phillips, 
Lord Rawdon*s officer-like and fpirited exertions^ in 
taking advantage of Greene's having detached from 
bis army, have indeed ealed me of my apprehenfions 
for the prefent. But in the difordered ftate of Caroli- 

• 

iia and Georgia, as reprefcnted to me by Lieutenants^ 
colonel Balfour, I fhall dread what may be the. con- 
icquence of your Lord(hip*s move ; unlcfs ^ reinforce- 
ment arrives very foon in South Carolina, andfuch 
inftruftions are fent to the officer commanding there, 
as may induce him to exert himfelf in reftoring tran- 
quility to that province at leaft, Thefe, I make no 
doubt y our Lordfhip has already fent to Lord Raw- 
don, and that tstx^ neceflary meafurc for this pOr- 

pofc 
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pofc will be taken by his Lordfliip in confequencc of 
them, flipuld he remain in thccomm^nd. — — 

— Had it been pofliblc for your Lordfliip, in 



your letter of the loth ultimo, to have inttm'accd the 
prbbabiiity of your intention to form a juhftion with 
Genefkl Phillipsi I certainly fliould have endeavour- 
ed' to hjave dropped you — ' — as I diJ then,- as well 
I as now, confider fuch a move as like to be dangerous 
to our interefts ' in the fouthern colonies. *And this, 
my Lord, was not my only fear. For I will ,be free 
to own that I was apprehenfive for the corps under 
your Lordfliip's immediate orders, as well as for that 
tinder Lord Rawdon. And I (hould not hAv€ thought 
even the one under Major-general Phillips in fafety 
at Pcterfburg, at leaft for fo long a time, had I not 
fortunately on hearing of your being at Wilmington, 
fent another detachment from this army, to reinforce 
him. 

I am perfuaded your Lordfliip will • have the 
goodnefs to excufe my faying thus much. Biit what 
is done cannot now be altered. And as your Lord- 
fliip has thought proper to make^his dccifion, I fliall 
moft gladly avail myfelf of your very able afliftance, 
in carrying on fuch operations as you Jhall judge heji in 
Firginiay until we are compelled,. as I fear we mufl: 
be, by the climate, to bring them more northward. 
Your Lordfliip will have been informed of my ideas 
refpefting operations to the northward of the Caroli- 
nas, by my inftruftion« tothc different General ofli* 

O • ccrs 
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cers detached to the Chefapcak, and the fubftance of 
fome converfations with Gcnei;al Phillips on the 
fubjeft, which J committed to writing, and fcnt 
to hio) with, my laft difpatch, with direAions to 
communicate it to your Lordfhip. By thefe 
your Lordfhip will obferve that my firft objeft 
has been to co-operate with your meafures. But 
yourLordihip's fituation at different periods made it 
neceffary for me occafionally to vary my inftru£lions 
to thole General officers, according to circumftances. 
TThey were originally dircfted to affift your Lord(bip*s 
operations in fccuring South and recovering ^orch 
Carolina ; their atteQ||on was afterwards pointed to 
the faving South Carolina. 

And now, your Lordfhip may think it neceffary to 
employ your force in recovering both or either of 
# thefe provinces, by cither a dircft or indireft opera- 
tion. With refpeft to the firfl your Lordfhip muft be 
fole judgp. With rcfpedt to the laft you have my 
opinions. My opinions may however probahly give 
way to yours Jbould tbey differ from them, as they will 
kave the advantage of being formed on the Jpot^ and upon 
circumftances which at this diftance I cmmot of courfe 
judge of I Jhalltherefoh leave them totally to your 
Lordfhip to decide upon^ till you either hear from mo 
or we meet. 

I (hould be happy to be able to afcertain the time 

when our reinforcements may arrive-, but as Lhave 

received no letters from the miniftcr of a later date 

z than 
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than the 7th of February, I am at a lofs to guefs how 
foon we may expeft them* As I had judged the 
force I fenc to the Chefapeak fully fufficicnt for all 
operations there, even though we (hould extend them 
to the experiment (mentioned in the converfations 
referred to) at the weftern head of the Chefapeak, a- 
bout Baltimore, &c. And your Lordfhip will per- 
ceive that it was General Phillips and Arnold's opi- 
nion they were fufficient for even that on the eaftern, 
(which however might certainly require a greater 
force), it is poflible that the additional corps your 
Lordihip has brought with you may enable you to 
^return fomethVng to me for this poft. But I beg your 
Lordihip will by no means confider this ai a call — 
for I (hould rather content myfelf with ever fo bare a 
defenfive, until there was an appearance of ferious 
operation againft me, than cramp your's in the lead. 
But (as I faid in a former letter) I truft to your 
Lordlhip's difintereftednefs, that you will not require 
froth me more troops than what are abfolutcly want- 
ed ; and that you will recollcfta circumftance, which 
I am ever aware of, in carrying on operations in the 
Chefapeak •, which is that they can be no longer fecure 
than while we are fuperior at Jea. That we fhall re- 
main fo I moft finccrely hope — nor have I any reafon 
to fufpeft we (hall not •, but at all events I may at 
leaft expe£t timely informanon will be fent me of the 
contrary being likely to happen. In which cafe I 
hope your Lord(hip may be-able to place your army in 

O z afecun 
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a Jecure fttuation during Juch temporary inconveiiiencis. 
For (hould it bcconie permanent, I need not fay 
what our profpedls in this country are likely to be. 
The admiral being now off the Hook gives me an 
opportunity of communicating with him by letter, 
and I have in the moft preffing terms requeftcd his 
* attcijtion to the Chefapcak ; having repeatedly told 
him, that fliould the enemy pojjefs it even for forty-eight 
hours J your Lordjhip's operations there may he expofed to 
moft imminent danger. General Robertfon has alfo en- 
deavoured to imprcfs him with the fame ideas. But 
until I have an anfwer in writing, I cannot be furc 
that he will, as I do, confider theChefapeak as the firft 
objeft. For he at prefent feems rather inclined to 
lead his fleet to open the port of Rhode-ifland, and 
to cruife to the northward of Nantucket for a fleet, 
which he has heard is coming from Europe >vith a 
fmall reinforcement to the French armament, and 
which I am of opinion is bound to Rhode-ifland, I 
Jiavc however taken every occafion to reprefcnt tq 
him the ncccffity of hearty co-operation and commu- 
nication. If they fail, I am determined it Ihall not 
be on my fide. 

I have the honour, ?cc. 

(Signed) II. CLINTON. 

[Sent by Lieutenant-colonel MThcrfon, in the 

Loj'alift, June 1 5.] ■ 
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ExtraSl. — From Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clin^ 
ton, K. B. dated Bfrd*s Plantation, North ^/ James- 
river, May 16, 1781. 

SIR, 

THE arrival of the reinforcement has made mc 
cafy about Portfmouth for the prefent. I have fent 
General Lcflie thither with the feventeenth reginjent, 
and the two battalions of Anfpach, keeping the forty- 
third regiment with the army. 

I (hall naw proceed to diflodge La Fayette fr<l!ii 
Richmond, and vvith my light troops to deftroy any 
magazines or (lores in the neighbourhood, which may 
have been colledted either for his ufe,* or for General 
Greene's army. From thence Ipurpofc to- move to 
the neck at Williamfburgh, Xvhich is rcprcfented as 
healthy, and where fome fubfi^gnce may be procu- 
red ; and keep myfelf unengageB from operations, 
which might interfere with your plan for the campaign, 
until I have the fatisfaftfon of hearing from you, I 
hope 1 (hall then have an opportunity to receive bet- 
ter information than has hitherto been in my 
power to procure, relative to a proper harbour and 
place of arms. At prefent I. am inclined to think 
Well of York. The objeAions to Portfmouth are, 
that it cannot be made ftrong without an army to 
defend it ; that it is remarkably unhealthy ; and can 

give 
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give no proteftion to a (hip of the line, Wayne hat 
not yet joined La Fayette, nor can I pofitively learn 
where he is^ or what is his force, Greenc*s cavalry 
arc faid to be coming this way i but I have no cer- 
tain accounts of it. 

Your Excellency defires Generals Phillips and Ar- 
nold to give you their opinions relative to Mr. 

's propofal. As General Arnold gees to 

New- York by the firft fafe conveyance, you will 
have an opportunity of hearing his fentiments in 
perfdn. Experience has made me lefs fanguine, and 
more arrangements fcem to me neceffary for fo inti- 
portant an expedition than appears to occur to 
General Arnold. 

Mr/ *s converfations bear too great a re- 

femblancc to thofe of the cniiflaries from North 
Carolina, to give me much confidence; and from the 
experience I have had, and the dangers I have under- 
gone, one maxim appears to me to be abfolutely 
neceffary for the fafe and honourable conduft of this 
war; which is, that we fhould have as few 
pofts as poffible; and that wherever the King'i 
troops are, they (hould be in refpedable force. By 
the vigorous exertions of the prefent governors of 
America, large bodies of men are foon colledd, and 
I have too often obferved, that when a ftorm 
threatens, our friends difappear. 

In regard to taking poiTeiFion of Philadelphia by 
an incurfion (even if practicable) without an intention 

of 
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of keejiing or burning it, (neither of which appear 
to be advifeable) I ihould apprehend it would do 
more harm than good to the caufe of Britain. 

I Ihall take the liberty of repeating, that if ofFen- 
Gve war is intended, Virginia appears to me to 
be the only province in which it can be carried on ; 
and in which there is a (take. But to reduce the 
province and keep poffeffion of the country, a con-, 
fiderabltj army would be nccefiary j for with a fn^all 
force, the bufineft would probably terminate un- 
favourabl}^, though the beginning might be fuccefs- 
fuK In cafe it is thought expedient, and a proper 
army for the attempt can be formed ; I hope your 
Excellency will do me the juftice'to believe, that I 
neither wifli nor expedt to have the command. of it, 
leaving you at New York on the defenfive. Such y 
fentimencs are fo far from my heart, that I can with 
great truth aflure you, that few things could give 
i»e grcarcr pleafure, than being relieved by your 
prefcnce, from a fituation of fo much anxiety and 
refponfibility. 

Ey my letter of the coth, your Excellency will 
obferve, that inftead of thinking it poffible to do any 
thing in North Carolina, I am of opinion that it is 
doubtful whether we can keep the polls in the back 
parts of South'CaroIina. And I believe I "have dated 
in former letters, the infinite difficulty of proteftiog 
a frontier of three hundred miles, againft a perfevering 
enemy, in a country where we have no water conli 
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munication, and where few of the inhabitants are 
aftivc or ufeful friends. 

m 

In enumerating the corps employed in the fotithern 
diftrift, your Excellency will recoUcft that they are 
all very weak \ and that fome of the Britifh as well 
as Provincial regiments, retain nothing but the 
name. CXir wcaknefs at Guildford was not owing 
to any detachment, unlefs that with riie baggage, but 
to lofles by adion, ficknefs, &c. during the winter's 
campaign. ^ ' 



Extras. — Sir Henry ClintQn^ K. B. to Lord Corn^ 
wallisy dated NeW'l^orky June ii, 1781. 

RESPECTING my opinions of ftations in James 
and York rivers, I fhall beg leave only to refer your 
Lordfliip to my inftruftions to, and correfpondcnce 
with. Generals Phillips and Arnold, together with 
the fubftancc of my converfations with the former; 
which your Lordfhip will have found amongft Gene^ 
ral Phillips's papers, and to which I referred you 
in my laft difpatch ; I (hall therefore of courfe ap- 
prove of any alterations your Lordfhip may think 
proper to make in thofc ftations. 

The 
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f The detachments I have made from this army 
into Chefapeak fince General Leflie's expedition in 
Oiftober laft, inclufive, have amounted to feveil 
thoufand feven hundred and twenty.four cffedtives ; 
and at the time your Lordthip made the jundion with 
the corps there, there were under Major-general Phil- 
lips's orders, five thouUnd three hundred and four. 
A force, I fliould have hoped would be fufficient of 
itfcif to carry on any operations in any of the fouth- 
ern provinces in America. 

comparintTj therefore the force under your 

Lord{hip, and that of the enemy oppofcd to you 
(and I think it clearly appears they have, for the 
prefcnr, no intcDlion of fending thither reinforce* 
ment) I fliould have hoped you would have quite 
fufficient to carry od any operation in Virginia — 
fhquld that have been advifable in this advanced 
ftafon. 

By the intercepted letters inclofed to your Lord- 
ihip in my lall difpatch, you will obferve, that I am 
threatened with a fiege in this poft. My prefcnt 
cfftftive force is only ten thoufand nine hundred and 
fhiriy-one. With refpeft to what the enemy majr 
coUedt for fuch an objed, it is probable they 
may amount to at leaft twenty thoufand j befides 
reinforcement to the French (which from pretty 
good authority, I have reafon to expeft) and the 
numerous militia of the five neighbouring province*. 
P Thus 
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Thqs circumftaDced, I am perfuaded your Lordfliip 
will be of opinion, that the fooner I concentrate my 
force the better. Therefore, (unlefs your Lordfliip^ 
after the receipt of my ktters of the 29th of May 
and 8th inft. fliould incline to agree with me ia 
opinion, and judge it rightto adopt my ideas refpe^ing 
the move to Baltimore, or the Delaware Neck, &c.) 
I beg leave to recommend it to you, as foon as you 
have finiflied the ^aftive operations you may be now. 
engaged in, to take a defenfive flation in any healthy 
fituation you choofc (be it at Williamfburgh or 
York town) and I woukl wifh in that cafe, that after 
JTeferving to yourfclf fuch troops as you may juilge 
necelTary for an ample dcfenfive, and defultory move* 
ments by water, for the purpofe of annoying the 
enemy's communications, deftroying magazines, &€• 
the following corps may be fent to me in fuccedion^ 
as you can fpare them : 

Two battalions of light infantry. 

Forty-third regiment. 

Seventy-fixth, or eightieth; 

Two battalions of Anfpacb. 

Queen's rangers, cavalry and infantry^ • 

Remains of the detachment of the feventeentli^ 
light dragoons. 
And fuch a proportion of artillery as can be fpared, 
parxicularly men. 
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Cspy. — Sir Henry Clinton^ K. B. to Lord Cermtallis^ 
dated NeW'Tork, Jung 15, i7Sl,^ 

MY LORD, 

As the Admiral has thought proper to Hop the 
failing of the convoy with ftores, horfe, accoutre- 
ments, &c. (which has been for fome days ready to fail 
to theCbclapeak) without afligtiing tome any reafon 
for fo doing, I delay not a mo^ncnt to difpacch a 
runner to your LordHiip with a duplicate of my 
'letter of the 1 1 th inft, which was to go by that op- 
portunity. And as I am led to fuppofe from your 
Lordfliip's letter of the 26Eh ultimo, that you may 
not think it expedient to adopt the operations I had 
recommended in the Chefapeak, and will by this 
time probably have fiiifhed thofe you were engaged 
I requeft you will immediately embark a part of 
the troops, ftated in the letter inclofed ; beginning 
with the light infantry; and fend them to me with 
all poflible difpatch ; for which purpofe Capcaia 
Hudfon, or officer commanding the king's Iliips, will, 
riprefume, upon your Lordfhip's application appoint 
a proper convoy. I Ihall likewife, in proper time, 
folicit the admiral to fend fome more tranfports to 
the Chefapeak ; in which your Lordlhip Will plcafc 
(o fend hither the remaining troops you judge can 
6c fpared from the defence of the pofls you may 
lOccupy, as I do not think it advifeabic to leave more 
P 2 troops 
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troops in that unhealthy ditnate^ at this feafon of the 
year^ than what arc abfolutely wanted for a defenfive^ 
and defultory water cxcurfions. 

H. CLINTON, 



^^^ 



JLxtraEl. — Lord Cornwallis id Sir Henry CUniw% 
K* B. dated fVilliamJbugrh^ June 30, 1 7 8 1 • 



—■■■^ 



-.- BEING in the place of 'General PhillipSj 
I thought myfelf called upon by yoUt to give my 
opinion, with all deference, on Mr. ■ '■ ■ 's pro- 
pofals, and the attempt upon Philadelphia* Having 
experienecd much difappointnient on that head, I 
own I would caucioufly engage in meafures, depend* 
ing materially for their fuccefs, upon adtive afliftance 
from the country. And I thought the attempt oiv 
Philadelphia would do more barm than good to the 
caufe of Great Britain, 

However, my opinion on that fubjeft is at 

prefent pf no great importance, as it appears from your. 
Excellency's difpatches, that in the execution of thofc 
ideas, a co-operation was intended from your fide 5 
ivhich now cogid not be depended upon from the 
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uncertainty of the permancy of our naval fupcriority, 
and your apprehenfions of an intended ferious at^ 
tmnpt upon New York. 



END QF THE Api»»ENDrX* 




Jieturn of inlrftiching Tools in tbepojfeffim of tbeEHgi- 
men at Tork Town, in Ftrginia on the i^d of Au- 
gufi, 1781. 



Spades and ftovels 


- - 


- 


400 


Pickaxes 


-' - 


- 


190 


Felling-axes 


- 


. 


310 


Hand-hatchets 


. . 


. 


l6o 


Wheel-batrows 


' ■ 


" 


32 
99s 


New-Tork, 


OL. DE 


LANCY, 


Vu. 27, 1781. 


Adjutant- 


-Generai,. 



'N. B. This return formed from different returns, 
figned by Lieutenant Sutherland, Lord Corn- 
wallis's principal Engineer in the Chefajieak. 
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